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GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


As  TAKEN  IN  SHORT-HAND  BY  ThOMAS  LlOYD, 


Volume  the  second. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Printed  by  JOSEPH  JAMES,  in  Chesnut-Street. 
'  ’  m,dcc,lxxxvii, 


Proceedings  and  Debates 

O  F  T  H  E 

Twelfth  General  Assembly 

O  F  T  H  E 

4  -s 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania; 

WHICH  CONMENCED  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  ON  MoNDAY,  TH® 

Twenty  Second  Day  of  October,  in  the  Year 
pF  our  Lord,  One  Thousand,  Sevej? 


Hundred  and  Eighty  Seven, 


Monday,  Odobcr  22,  1787.  P.  M. 

Being  the  day  appointed  by  the  Conftitation  of  this  State  for  tho 
Meeting  of  the  General  AlTembly,  a  Number  of  Gentlemen  ele<5led 
as  Reprefentatives,  to  ferve  for  the  enfuing  Year,  met  accordingly^  , 
but  not  being  a  quorum. 

Adjourned  until  three  o*  clock  to-morrow» 

Teusday,  0(Tober  25*  P.  M. 

A  number  of  Gentlemen  met  purfuant  to  adjournment,  but  not  be-» 
ibg  a  quorum— Adjourned  until  three  o’  clock  to-morrow  afternoon, 

Wednesday,  Odober.  24,  P.  M. 

Forty  Seven  Gentlemen  met,  and  being  a  quorum. 

On  motion. 

The  returns  of  the  Eledions  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
in  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Chefter,  Lancafter,  York, 
Cumberland,  Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford,  Weftmoreland,  Frank¬ 
lin,  Montgomery,  Dauphin,  Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  were  read,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  following  Gentlemen  were  returned  as 
Reprefentatives,  from  the  fajd  City  and  Counties,  refpciftively,  for 
the  enfuing  Year.  Viz,  + 

-f  Thofe  printed  in  Italic  arc  the  feceding  Mmbers  of  the  late  Houfe.  Thofe  wit^ 
a  flar  prefixed  arc  new  Members.  Theie  dilUnftions  will  be  carried  into  thl? 
Return?  from  the  other  Counties  whea  they  arc  prefented. — ? 
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S^o  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
George  Clymer, 

Thomas  Fitziimons, 

Jacob  Hiltzheimer, 

*  William  Lewis, 

William  Will, 

For  the  County  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

Thomas  Mifhin, 

William  Robinfon  Junr. 

John  Salter, 

George  Logan, 

Richard  Peters, 

For  the  County  of  Bucks, 
Gerardus  Wynkoop, 

John  Chapman, 

Samuel  Foulke, 

Valentine  Upp, 

For  the  County  of  Chester, 
Robert  Ralfton, 

James  Moore, 

Richard  Thomas, 

Samuel  Evans, 

Richard  Willing, 

Townfend  Whelen, 

For  the  County  of  Lancaster. 
Alexander  Lowrey, 

Adam  Hubley, 

Jofeph  Work, 

James  Clemfon, 

Jacob  Efb, 

*  Jolm  Hopkins, 


For  the  County  of  York. 

Michael  Schmyfer, 

*  William  Mitchell, 

David  M’  Leilan, 

Jofeph  Lilly, 

*  Jofeph  Reed, 

*  Thomas  Ciingan, 

For  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

Da^id  Mitchelly 
Thomas  Beale, 

Thomas  Kennedy, 

*  John  Oliver, 

For  the  County  of  Berk^. 
Jofeph  Ileifter, 

Gabriel  Ileifter, 

*  Charles  Biddle, 

David  Davis, 

*  Jofeph  Sands, 

For  the  Co.  of  Northampton, 
Peter  Irexler  Junr. 

’  Thomas  Mawhorter, 

Peter  Burkhalter, 

*  Peter  Ealer, 

For  the  County  of  Bedford. 
John  Piper, 

*  Jacob  Saylor,  j 

*  Abraham  Cable,  S  " 

For  the  County  of  West  more. 

LAND 

JVilliam  Findley,  J  ^ 

James  Barr,  I  + 

*  John  Irvine,  J 


II  Thcfe  two  gentlemen  arc  equal  in  votes,  and  the  County  fends  but  tw'o 
members. 

\  This  return  is  faid  to  be  figned  by  a  part  of  the  judges,  and  has  the  follow, 
ing  fubjoined. 

N.  R.  We  do  alfo  certify,  from  the  information  we  have  received  of  Jacob 
‘  CaRlernan  (who  is  one  of  the  judges  in  the  dillrift  of  Pittfburg,  and  who  has  rc- 
fign  this  return)  that  feveral  perfons  voted  in  that  diftrift  who  did 
“  nor.  refide  there.  And  alfo  from  information  of  Hugh  Martin,  and  Michael 
HuHnaglc  Kfqui res,, that  there  were  feveral  perfons  who  voted  in  the  diftrid  of 


of  Pennsylvania.  3 

For  the  County  of  Franklin,  For  the  County  Dauphik, 

*  James  M’  Lene,  Jacob  Mdey, 

James  NV  Calmoftty  Robert  C larky 

John  Carfon, 

For  the  County  of  Montgomery.  For  the  County  ofLuzERNE. 
Jacob  RitTe,  *  John  Paul  Schott, 

*  Robert  Lollar,  For  the  County  Huntingdon# 

*  Benjamin  Rittenhoufc,  liugh  Davifon. 

*  Peter  Richards,  '' 

N.  B.  No  returns  have  been  received  from  the  County  of  Nor* 
thumberland,  Walhington,  and  Fayette. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Speaker,  and  on  call* 
ing  up  the  ballots,  it  appeared,  the  Honourable  y\x*  THOMAS  MIFf- 
LIN,  was  unanimoufly  eleded  to  that  important  ftation,  whereupon,  he 
took  the  neceflary  oaths,  and  made  the  requihte  declaration. — And 
being  feated  in  the  Chair, 

The  members  prefent  were  feverally  qualified,  agreeable  to  the  di» 
-  redions  of  the  Conftitution. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  eled  their  Clerk,  and  an  Afiifiant  Clerk, 
and  on  calling  up  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Peter  Z,  Lloyd  Efq. 
was  unanimoujly  chofen  Clerk,  and  Jacob  Phallus  Efq.  Afiillant 
Clerk. 

It  was  moved,  and  feconded,  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lollar  hoped  before  the  Houfe  adjourned j  a  Committee  would 
be  .appointed  to  wait  on  Council,  and  inform  them  the  Houfe  was 
organized,  and  ready  to  receive  fuch  bufinefs  as  they  would  pleafe 
to  lay  before  them. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  being  perfilled  in,  it  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  houfe  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  half  paft 
nine  o’clock,  > 

Thursday  OBober  25,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Fitzimons  prefen  ted  a  petition,  from  James  Martin,  praying 
the  Houfe  to  confer  on  him  the  Office  of  Serjeant  at  Arras,  which 
being  read.  The  Houfe  proceeded  to  that  appointment,  and  on  calling 
up  the  Ballots,  there  appeared,  for 

James  Martin  34. 

Nicholas  Weaver  1 4. 

Whereupon  Mr.  James  Martin  was  declared  duly  eledled,  and  Mr, 

Jofeph  Fry 

*»■ 

*•  Greensburgh,  who  attended  the  courts  but  did  not  refide  within  the  di{lri6l, — And 
‘  alfo  from  the  information  of  Charles  Campble  Efquire,  that  there  were  three 
‘‘  perfons  who  voted  in  the  dillrift  of  North  Connemaugh,  who  did  not  refide  with* 
in  the  fame.  Witnefs  our  hands  and  feals  October  iith.  1787. 

C^The  words  ia  Italic,  are  ftruck  through  with  a  pen,  as  if  erafedif 
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Fry  was  appointed  Door-keeper. 

'I  he  Return  of  Members  for  the  County  of  Walhington  was  read, 
as  follows,  yctm  M’  Doqjuell, 

Alexander  Wright , 
yahn  tlannaken^ 
yames  All  if  on, 

^  A  Letter  from  Charles  Biddle  w*as  read,  wherein  he  declined  fer- 
ving  as  a  Member  for  the  County  of  Berks,  Cn  motion  and  by 
fpecial  order,  the  fame  Vv^as  read  a  fecond  time, — -Vv  hereupon, 

Refolved,  that  the  refgnation  of  Charles  Biddle  be  accepted,  and 
the  Speaker  be  authorifed  to  illue  his  vvrit,  for  an  Eledion,  to 
fupply  the  vacancy. 

A  Corrimittee,  confifting  of  Meflrs.  Vvllling,  LoIIar,  and  Schott, 
was  appointed  to  wait  on  Council,  and  inform  them  the  'Houfe  was 
organized,  and  ready  to  receive  fuch  comrnuiiications,  as  that  body 
might  be  difpofed  to  make. 

Mr.  Kennedy  prefented  a  petition  from  lixty  two  inhabitants  of 
the  County  oi  Dauphin,  alledging  fome  undue  and  improper  pradices 
in  one  ot  the  eledion  diilrids.  In  fupport  of  which  allegation,  they 
tranfmitted  the  affidavit  of  Michael  Zimmerman  and  others,  of  Leba¬ 
non  townfhip. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

M^r.  hollar  reported  verbally,  from  the  committee  Appointed  to  wait 
on  Council,  that  they  had  informed  that  body,  of  the  organization  of 
the  houfe,  and  received  in  anfwer,  that  a  mdfage  fhould  be  forwarded 
to-morrow  ,  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley — Meffirs  Fitzfimons,  Thomas  and 
JVl^Lene,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  bring  forward  the  unfinifhed 
buf  nefs  of  the  late  houffi,  and  fuch  other  as  the}’’  iudsed  proper,  to  lay 
before  the prejent  houfe. 

Mr.  Fitzimons  was  of  opinion  that  the  inveftigation  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Bate  was  an  important  bufmefs,  particularly  at  the  prefent  alar¬ 
ming  crifs:  Wherefore  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  turn  their  attenticH 
to  it,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

He  had  obferved,  ever  fince  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  reprefen- 
tatiye  in  the  General  Affiembly  of  this  Bate,  a  great  difficulty  in  ob¬ 
taining  early  information,  from  the  Ofiicers  in'that  department,— it 
ufualiy  was  late  in  the  fcBion  before  it  was  procured,  by  which  means 
the  fubjed  could  not  receive  that  attention  it  merited,  and  he  wiBied 
H  to  have,  to  remedy  which,  lie  hoped  the  houfe  would  now  proceed 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  thereby 
difeharge  that  part  of  their  duty,  the  occafion  demanded  :  He  there^ 
fore  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  grand  committee* 

Mr. 


fyirx-af 


-  -  -  •  ^  V 


<?/ Pennsylvania*  $ 

Mf*  Vlndley  obferved  fome  fmall  difficulty  in  appointing  the  Com* 
inittee  fo  foon  in  the  feffion.— That  we  have  experienced  the  inconve¬ 
nience  mentioned  by  the  worthy  member  from  the  city,  would  be  rea-* 
dily  granted,  but  there  are  now  feme  Counties  totally  unreprefented, 
and  others  but  thinly  reprefented,  for  which  reafon  there  muft  be  an 
impropriety  in  the  appointment  at  prefent,  otherwife  it  muft  be  readi¬ 
ly  agreed  to  ;  upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  wdfh  it  done,  at  leaft,  on 
this  day,  perhaps  thefe  objections  might  not  exift  to  m.orrow. 

Mr.  Fit'zjvfnons  faw  nothing  to  prevent  the  appointment  the 

only  buftneis  the  Committee  could  enter  on,  would  be  to  call  on  th^ 
Officers,  and  direathem  to  prepare  the  neceffiary  ftatement,  for  their 
early  information,  if  any  County  was  unreprefented  at  prefent, 
furely  a  gentleman  could  be  added  when  the  members  came  down  from 
.fuch  County.  This  cannot  be  deemed  a  Efficient  reafon  for  delay, 
wTiCn  there  never  was>  perhaps^  a  greater  occafion  for  the  exertions  of 
the  Legiflature,  in  this  particular. 

Mr.  Findley  apprehended  the  force  of  his  objeclion  was  not  under- 
ftood,  it  was  not  that  fome  Counties  where  unreprefented,  bat  others 
w^ere  fo  partially  fo,  as  not  to  have  a  choice  in  their  members,  fome 
for  ex.ample  had  but  one  member,  who  of  courfe  muft  be  nominated  and 
appointed,  he  thought  this  placed  fome  gentlemen  in  a  difagreeable 
fituation. 

He  would  not  infift  upon  his  oppofttion,  but  had  only  ftated  thefe 
reafons  to  the  houfe* 

Mr.  M^Lene  added  a  few  words,  which  were  not  heard. ^ 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried ;  whereupon  the  followdng  Gentle* 
men  were  appointed  members  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  ; 


City  of' Phil  AD  ELP  HI  A. 
County  of  Philadelphia, 
Bucks, 

Chester, 

Lancaster, 

Y  ORK. 

Cumberland* 

Berks. 

IVloRTHAMPTON. 

Bedford. 

W  ESTMOREL  AND* 

Vv^ASHT  NGTON. 

Fran  KLi N. 

Montgomery, 

Dauphin. 

Luzerne* 

Huntingdon. 


Mr.  Fitzfimons, 
Mr.  Robinfon, 
Mr.  'Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Willing, 
Mr.  Hubley, 
Mr.  M‘^Lellan, 
Mr.  Kennedy, 
Mr.  G.  Heifter, 
Mr.  Burkhalter, 
Mr.  Piper, 

Mr.  Findley, 
Mr.  M‘ Dowel, 
Mr.  M‘Lene, 
Mr.  Dollar, 
’Mr.  Miley, 

Mr.  Schott, 

Mr.  Davifon, 


Meffrs  Clymer,  Will,  and  Rittenhoufe^  were  appointed  a  Com^ 

mittee 
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of  “t^e  u  ''«g“^ations  for  condufting  the  bufinef* 

p.S“; 

to  Wrintt1'£"p  «  Committee 

M?  T^H?  •  ^  and  Minutes. 

Mr.  Lollar  is  appointed  to  receive  fines. 

morJLd  ctT"  Weft- 

•ertifi'ed  and  h/r  Wrehended  it  was  not  altogether  properly 

fi..  would  give  fuch  information,  as  he  was  pofiefled  of 

•Soi  bufinef^  and  they 

nor  Tefid  *e  people  had  voted  in  feveral  diftrifts  were  they  did 

,T  '  '  :  V  n°‘  n’atter  of  much  furprize,  confiderinff 

did  mif”'  °rd^^  ^eftern  Counties,  however  he  apprehended  this 

lies  17^  ^  u  C6nnemaugh,  the 

ze?of  he  7  ■  «  ‘his  manner,  and  were^appri- 

zed  ot  the  impropriety,  wherefore  they  retained  them  apart,  L- 

til  the  judges  met  at  the  Court  Houfe,  when  it  was  agreed  to 

receive  them,  as  no  doubt  could  be  entertained,  but  what  thofe 

7®'"' v°  citizens  of  the  ftate,  unavoid¬ 

ably  detained  from  their  place  of  refidence,  fimilar  conduft  has  been 

nJ  Counties,  and  it  was  not  deemed  improper, 

r  ^  *i?  he  Parc,  had  infilled  on  a  note  being  made 

this  tranfadion,  fuppofing  it  necelfary,  to  minute  every  occur¬ 
rence,  from  the  oath  which  he  had  taken.— This  was  what  he  had 
learned  from  the  Irothonotary  Mr.  Huffnagle,  and  the  Judges  who 
delivered  him  the  Return  to  bring  to  the  Houfe.— He  helices  no 
Other  Ipecial  information  could  be  obtained,  nor  would  any  peti¬ 
tions  or  complaints  againft  the  Eleftion  come  forward. — This  he 
eclared  as  ln‘s  opinion  ;  fuch  things  pcffihly  may  be  introduced, 

contrary  to  his  txpedlation^  but  the  probability  is,  that  there  will 
not. 

Mr.  G.  Cly?ner  obferved,  that  when  returns  are  read  on  the  hrfl: 
meeting  of  the  Houfe,  they  are  paffed  over  as  a  matter  of  courfe, 
but  this  appeared  to  him  vitiated  on  the  face  of  it,  the  ' 
Judges  had  alfo  certified  fome  improprieties  which  might  be 
a  proper  fubjccfl  of  inquiry,  when  the  neceffary  information 
was  received^  At  prefent  he  fuppofed  nothing  more  was  reouifite 
than  to  let  it  remain  on  the  table.  ^ 

Whereupon  no  Order  was  fpecially  taken  on  this  bufmefs  for  the 
prefent. 

On  motion  refolved  that  Tuefday  next  be  afiigned  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  fuitable  perfons  to  print  the  laws  and  Minutes  of  the  pre- 
fent  Houfe.  Q.^exed 


9f  Pennstlvania. 

Ordered  that  tlie  notice-  thereof  be  given  in  one:  of  the  public 
papers. 

The  feveral  members  who  now  appeared  for  the*  firft  time  in 
the  Houfe,  were  alfo  qualified  agreeable  to  the  diredions  of  the 
Conftitution. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Friday,  OHohcr  26,  A.  M. 


!  '  i  i  '  **  " 

■  '■ 
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The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Such  Members  as  appeared*  now  for  the  firft  time  fubferibed  the 
necefiary  oaths  and  declaration. 

Petitions  from  James  Young  and  Charles  Buzelot,  infolvent  debtors, 
confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Return  of  Reprefentatives,  was  received  from  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Fayette,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 

^heophilus  Philips  f  and 
John  Gilchrijiy 
are  returned  duly  eleded. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  called  for  the  reading  of  the  following  refolution, 
agreed  to  by  the  late  Houfe, 

Refoh'ed  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  fucceeding  Houfe  of  Aflem- 
bly,  ^  to  make  the  fame  allowance  to  the  attending  Members  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  as  is  made  to  the  Members  of  the  General  Alfembly,  and  alfo 
to  provide  for  the  extraordinary  expences  which  may  be  incurred  by 
holding  the  faid  eledions. 

This  met  with  fome  oppofition  from  Mr.  M’  Lene,  who  thought 
the  Houfe  ought  to  wait  until  the  bufinefs  fhould  be  introduced  by 
the  expeded  meffage  from  Council. 

But  the  Refolution  was  read,  and  Meflrs.  G.  Clymer,  Lollar  and 
and  Schott,  were  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to  its  tenor. 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  prefented  the  following  report. 

“  The  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  unfinilhed  bufinefs  of 
the  former  Houfe,  find,  the  following  bills  and  reports,  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  former  Committce’h 

1  A  fupplement  to  the  Ad  for  eroding  the  fouthern  Suburbs 
into  the  diftrid  of  Southwark. 

2  A  bill  for  difpofing  of  the  refidue  of  the  donation  Lands, 

3  A  bill  for  regulating  Audions  and  Vendues. 

4  A  bill  to  incorporate  the  fubferibers  to  the  plan  for  ereding, 
a  permanent  bridge  over  Schuylkill. 

5  A  bill  to  enable  the  Commifiioners  of  Chefter  County  to  fell 
and  convey  a  certain  lot  &c. 

6  A  report  on  the  petition  of  non  refident  owners  of  land  in  Lu¬ 
zerne  County,  f  ^  All 

^  Sec  Vol.  X  oi  this  Work,  page  129 
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All  of  which  they  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  Houle, 
and  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  tranfeript  of  taxes,  § 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means''. 

The  ift.  bill  was  committed  to  Meflrs.  Robinfon,  Logan  and  Piper, 

The  2nd.  to  MelTrs.  Findley,  M'  Dowel  and  Rittenhoufe. 

The  3d.  ’  to  MqlTrs.  Fitzlimons,  Will,  Peters,  Wynkoop  and 
iVI’  Lene. 

The  4th.  — —  was  poftponed. 

1  he  5th.  — —  to  the  Members  from  Cheller  County. 

It  was  moved,  by  Mr.  M‘Lene,  to  refer  the  report  on  the  Luzerne 
bufmefs  to  a  grand  com.mittee. 

Mr.  G.  Cljmer  objeded  to  this  motion  becaufe  it  was  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Hate  gennerally,  and  not  a  fubjed  in  which  the  counties  were 
individually  concerned. 

Mr.  M*Le^e  did  not  deny  the  gentleman's  polition,  but  he  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  members  who  might  be  appointed,  were  reprelentatives  of  the 
Hate,  and  not  the  reprefentatives  of  particular  Counties. 

Mr.  CIj  wer  infilled  that  grand  Committee’s  were  the  reprefentatives 
of  Counties,  or  why  are  they  appointed  from  each  County,  in  prefe«. 
lence  of  being  feleded  from  the  Hate  at  large. 

Mr.  Fii^Jimons  had  but  one  objedion  to  a  Grand  Committee, 
and  that  was  the  delay  necefiarily  occafoned  by  having  fo  large 
a  number  to  tranfad  bufinefs, — Every  Gentleman  mull  be  fenfible 
of  the  difficulty  with  which  Committee’s  are  colleded,  and  on  theprefent 
occafion,  conftrud  your  Committee  how  you  may,  the  fame  Memibers 
will  be  on  feveral  others,  which  will  encreafe  the  difficulty,  for  it 
is  impofible  to  attend  both  at  the  fame  time ;  indeed  he  had  fre¬ 
quently  obferved,  that  bufinefs  configned  to  a  large  Committee,  was 
done  by  a  few  of  its  memibers  or  not  at  all,  but  if  Gentlemen  think 
that  a  grand  Committee  will  fpecdily  report  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
he  would  reft  fatisfied  with  the  appointment. 

The  motion  for  a  grand  Committee  was  negatived,  and  a  Com¬ 
mittee  formed  of  Meffrs.  Clymer,  ^Vynkoop,  Evans,  Lowry,  M'  Lene, 
Kennedy  and  G.  Heifter. 

Mr.  M'  Lene  begged  to  be  excufed  from  ferving  on  this  Com^ 
mittee,  as  he  w^as  againft  the  meafure  altogether. 

The  Houfe  declined  to  comply  with  his  requeft. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  tranfeript  of  taxes,  was  referred  » 
to  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means. 

/  The  affiftant  Clerk,  was  fent  to  enquire  of  the  Honourable  Supreme 
E'xecutive  Council,  at  what  time  they  would  pleafe  to  forward 
their  meflage,  and  was  informed,  it  could  not  be  ready  to  lay  beforq 
the  Houfe  until  one  o'clock.  No  other  bufinefs  prefenting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  half  pafi; 
nine  o’clock. 

« 
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h  ii/ Pennsylvania. 

Saturday,  Cdober  27,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournme?it. 

After  reading  over  the  minutes  of  yefterday, 

Mr.  Lifzfimons  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  fuh- 
"  fcribers,  for  building  a  permanent  bridge  over  Schuylkill,  praying 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  fubfcribers. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Colonel  Huhley,  prefented  a  petition  from  Meifrs.  Lahn  and 
Albright,  praying  to  be  appointed  printers  of  the  laws  and  mi¬ 
nutes  in  the  German  Language. 

Mr.  Logan  prefented  a  fimilar  one  from  Jacob  Billmeyer. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fimjirnons  prefented  the  following  petition  : 

To  the  Reprefen tatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennfylvania. 

The  petition  of  Richard  Wells  and  John  Clifford  refpeclly 
fheweth. 

That  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  late  Houfe  of  Affembly, 
on  the  10th  of  September,  praying,  that  the  fhare  of  the  Ship  Anna, 
forfeited  to  the  ftate,  by  virtue  of  an  adl  paifed  in  March  lall, 
might  be  relinquifhed  in  favor  of  the  late  owners,  but  it  being 
late  in  the  felfion,  and  more  important  bufinefs  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  Houfe,  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  faid  peti¬ 
tion  did  not  report  ;  your  petitions,  therefore,  refpedtfully  hope,  the 
prefent  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  take  up  the  faid  petition,  and  grant 
that  relief  to  the  futlerers,  which  the  peculiar  feverity  of  the  cafe 
may  be  thought  to  require  ;  for  however  it  may  be  contended,  in 
courts  of  juftice,  that  owners  are  liable  for  the  mifcondudl:  of  their 
officers,  and  fhould  therefore  be  cautious  whom  they  employ,  yet 
no  fuch  law  exiiling  at  the  time  of  the  Ihip's  leaving  America, 
the  owners  had  not  the  danger  in  contemplation,  when  their  officers 
were  appointed.  Richard  Wells, 

John  Clifford, 

Philadelphia,  Odober  26,  1787. 

Orderd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sands  prefented  the  petition  of  Mary  Bibrne,  hating  her 
fruitlefs  attempt  by  law,  to  obtain  an  eftate  which  Ihe  claims  as 
her  property,  and  praying  relief  of  the  Houfe. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore  prefented  from  the  Committee,  a  bill  to  enable  cer¬ 
tain  Commiffioners  to  fell  and  convey  a  lot,  in  Chefter  County, 

and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  The  petition  from  the  Committee 
of  the  fubfcribers  to  the  permanent  bridge,  was  read  a  fecon^l 
time — Ordered,  that  they  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  agreeable 
10  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

S  The 
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7  he  petition  of  Mary  Biorne  v.-as  alfo  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ali.  leters  WAS  or  opinion  the  iubjeft  matter  containeil  id  the 

witii  propriety'  before  the  Leeiil.ature. 

r/'  ‘entertained  tiie  fame  k.ntiment  ;  as  did  aifo  Mr.  Lollar. 

in  "  "  of  Mary  Bioi'nc  be  difmiffed. 

..Jr.  Ivi  ..rvre  wiined  to  foften  the  expreilion,  and  fay  the  has  leave  to 
witharaw  her  petition. 

Mr.  Pe  ers  cheerfully  concurred,  as  Ids  objsft  was  only  to  rid  the 
Houki  oi  tiie  burineis. 

^Gie^eupoil,  reioived,  that  Maiy  Biorne  liavc  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition. 

1  he  petition  of  Pvichard  Vv  ells,  was  read  a  fccond  timej  and  it  was 
moved  and  feconded  to  commit. 

agajnil  committing;  he  had  been  on  a  Committee 
biOLile  on^tnis  buimefy  and  they  had  agreed  it  did  not  come 
Lefore  tne  Kouic*  Being  one  ot  the  Committee,  he  was  enabled  to  un- 
P'.ericanu  this  bufmeis  better  than  molt  other  gentlemen,  v/ho  had  n('*t 
tne  fame  opportunity,  hut  it  might  be  obfbrved,  fVom  the  Bice  of  the 
petition, ^ ana  iiom  the  relation,  that  it  was  a  bulinefs  which  could  not 
come  before  the  KoiiiB.  T.he  petitioners  inform  you,  that  Councifhavc 
liecided  on  a  fimilar  application  of  theirs,  and  that  they  rcfiifed  their 
pngmr  by  a  majority  of  one  vote.  ”  What,  then,  has  the  Kcufe  to  do 
\vim  it  ?^aie  vve  to  examine  wnethcr  Council  did  riglit  or  wrong,  by 

tiieii  oecifion,  oi  whetiier  one  is  a  fuincient  majority,  to  determine  the 
vote  of  til  at  body  ? 

j.t  is  Clear,  ii  we  take  up  oufinefs,  after  it  has  been  decided  upon  in 
toe  Executive  department,  that  we  fjiall  invite  a  great  deal.  But  what 
right  has  the  ivoufe  to  go  into  any  enquiry  m  iuch  cafes  ?  none,  ddiey 
are  as  fupremc  in  the  Execiitiv-m  department,  as  vve  are  in  the  Blcgiilativa:, 
and  there  lies  no  appeal  from  them  to  us.  For  which  reafon,  ft  will  be 
proptm  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

M.r.^  Peters  was  not  Bitisfed  by  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Wefhnoreland,  that  there  was  an  impropriety  in  comraittino- he 
,  had  a  great  refpecd  for  Ccuncil,  but  he  did  not  know  from  any f:hing 
that  appeared  on  the  fa.ee  of  the  petition,  that  the  gentleman’s  obfervaf 
tion  of  its  being  without  the  province  of  the  Houfe  to  notice  it,  was 
well  foundeck  nor  was  it  den.^gatory  to  the  refpeft  due  Council,  to 
hear  the  petitioners — Council  might,  perhaps,  have  ordered  the  petiti¬ 
on,  when  before  them,  to  be  difmilTcd,  becaufe  they  might  doubt  if 
theiipauthcrity  extended  to  giving  away  the  pulilic  monicsf  or  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  hate  ;  if  fb,  and  they  declined  complying  with  the  requetl 
of  the  pethioners,  it  can  be  no  reafon,  why  the  Legidature  fhould  not 
attend  to  it — if  it  be  found  a  cafe  fo  extremely  hard,  on  account  of 
the  rigor  of  our  laws,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  power  of  the 
lioufe  to  is^mcdy  the  evil.  In  all  nations  this  powder  is  referved.  In 
iMigland  it  15  delegated  to  a  board  of  commhiioners,  who  have  full  au¬ 
thority  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  the  maritime  law  ;  If  fuch  js  given  to 
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Council,  ftiil  that  body  miyht  fuppofe,  after  the  conafcation  of  the 
I'.roix^rtv,  or  collection  of  the  revenue,  it  was  beyond  their  reach,  and 
that  they  could  not  return  the  one  or  the  other.  But  however  tlfis 
might  be,  there  could  not  be  any  impropriety  in  admitting  the  petition 
to  go  to  a  Committee  ;  it  was  ungenerous  to  attempt  to  ilcp  it  in  the 
firiAlage — nor  did  he  think  it  proper  to  refufe  ;  he  ^ would  be^  tlie 
lad  neribn  in  the  iioufe  to  interfere  improperly,  with  eitlier  the  judici¬ 
al,  m*  executive  branches  of  the  government,  Imt  this  he  looked  upon 

10  be  totally  diftina  from  either.  If  the  gentlemens  cafe  was  found  to  be 
a  iiard  one,  and  tiiat  the  laiv  ooerateA  a^  a  gicivun^^v^,  it  w  as  in  tne 
power  of  ths  A.fj'z nihJy  oTily  to  furniih.  the  remedy,  and  tiiis  could  not 
be  devifed,  without  lirib  determining  on  the  diieaie.  1  he  Houfe  woma 
therefore  certainly  think  it  proper  to  commit,  for  the  purpole  oi  en- 

Cl  ^  1  ll* 

Mr.  Yi'idley  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  the  County  in 
his  general  fentiments,  and  apprehended  if  the  Houle  made  a  law, 
which  was  injurious  to  the  people,  that  they  ^ought  to  repeal^  it, 
though  many  inconveniences  might  arife  by  fuen  repeal.— -liUt  tnere 
was  a  material  difference  between  the  power  of  the  Houle  to  r>-P'eal 
its  ov/n  ia.ws  and  reicinding  wluit  had  been  done,  in  the  execution 
of  the  law. — Certainly  too  the  power  of  remitting  fines,  did  not  lay 
with  the  Houfe. — ^Though  the  power  of  diipofing  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  of  the  date  does,  yet  the  Houfe  would  hardly  be  induced  to 
part  with  this,  wantonly,  to  men  wno  never  did  fervice  for  it. 

Council,  the  gentleman  fays,  would  not  go  into  the  buf  nefs,  be- 
caufe  they  had  "no  right  to  give  away  the  public  money  :  that  I  ap¬ 
prehend  was  not  the  reafon.  I  fuppofe  tney  weie  confcious  of  an 
improoriety  in  remitting  the  fine,  for  they  mufe  have  been  certain  on 
the  queilion  of  right,  they  knew  they  had  this  right  by  the  confti- 
tutiori  ;  and  it  appears  by  this  vote,  that  they  exercifed  the  right 
by  judging  of  the  propriety  of  remitting  the  penalty.  If  the  Houfe 
was  to  attend  to  all  the  complaints,  arifing  from  difiatisfadbioii 
with  the  decifion  of  Council,  on  every  refufal  to  remit  fines— they 
would  have  buiinefs  enough  ;  or  if  the  laws  are  to  be  altered  on  eveiy 
complaint  of  their  feverity,  then  it  would  have  to  be  frequently  done 
indeed,  for  no  perfon  fu&rlng  under  them  but  what  complains. 

The  queftion  is  not  fo  much  the  power  of  remitting,  as  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  admitting  fuch  bufinefs  before  us  at  all;  fliall  our  time  be 
taken  up  with  attending  to  things  evidently  improper  from  the  very 
face  of  them  ? — Shall  we  hold  out  encouragement,  ^  for  people  to  ex- 
peT  from  .us,  an  alteration  of  the  decifions  of  Council  Shall  we 
fet  up  for  the  court  of  appeals  from  the  executive  and  judicial  bran¬ 
ches  ?  no  :  thefe  are  principles  which  I  am  ever  againd.  1  he  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Council  to  remit,  is  another  queftion  ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
certainly  underftood  they  have  the  po'wer,  though  they  did  not  fee 
it  riHst  to  exercife  it  in  behalf  of  thefe  perfuiis.  I  repeat  it  again, 

the  repe^il  of  the  law  lies  with  us,  but  we  have  it  nodn  oui  po\. - 
^  er 
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er  to  refcind  the  execution.  If  it  is  a  hardOiip,  or  been  executed  too 
ugorouliy  it  does  not  lay  with  us  to  apply  the  remedy. 

Air.  Robmfon.  d  he  gentleman  tells  us  that  it  a-- p^fars  improper  to 
commit  tlie  retition,  from  its  face,  and  from  his  knowledge  of 
iv.  ^  conclufion  he  draws  from  the  opportunity  he  tells 

you  that  he  has  had,  to  dudy  the  fubjedi;  when  on  the  Committee, 
to  vviiom  it^  was  referred,  by  the  late  Houfe.  Perhaps  we  ail  mirPnt 
be  oi  his  opinion,  if  we  had  the  fame  advantage  of  attendino-  to^  it 
particularly.  I  don’t  recolica  either  that  he  difcovered  any  thino- 
cf  tms  inH^ropriety,  when  the  petition  came  before  the  late  Pioufe"! 
1  believe  he  aid  not  then  contend  he  had  difcovered  any  thing  on  the 
lace  of  it  which  rendered  the  commitment  improper ;  on  the  contrary, 
he^  was  willing  to  have  it  committed,  as  he  went  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  whom  it  was  referred. 

Vvith  refpea  to  the  queflion,  whether  Council  have  a  ricrht  to  re- 
mit  fines^  and  penalties  after  colkaion  or  not— I  think  it  a  matter 
of  inditi-erence,  fo  far  as  ccnneded  with  the  prefent  fubjed;  nor  do 
1  with  to  go  at  this  time  into  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  '  but  fure  it 
can  t  be  a  difputaole  point  here,  that  the  Houfe  have  a  power  to 
diipofe  of  the  monies  of  the  date.  It  is  certainly  in  the  power  of  the 
lioufe  to  grant  any  perfon,  who  has  been  injured  by  the  operati- 
cn  of  a  law,  a  fum  which  judice  to  his  cafe  may  require.  It  cannot 
be  a  difputed  point,  either  that  the  power  of  the  Houfe  is  ade- 
quate^  to  remedy  tne  petitioners  ;  it  it  fliould  be  found  on  enquiry 
ti.at  It  will  be  proper  fo  to  do,  the  only  quedion  therefore  is, 
wPetner  the  prefent  occafion  is  a  proper  one,  for  this  interference 
of  the  Legiflature  ^  ?  And  this  can  be  better  determined  by  deli¬ 
beration  and  inveftigation,  than  in  a  hurr}^  and  on  the  moment  it  is 
applied  for. 

Mr.  Teters  could  not  He  upon  what  principle  the  repeal  of  a 
too^  rigorous  law  could  originate,  unlefs  the  rigorous  execution  was 
fjd  edablifhcd,  fo  as  to  roufc  the  attention  cf  the  Legidature, 
if  this  cafe  may  produce  that  eiFcCt,  where  is  the  harm  in  ^proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  invedigaticn — Hhe  Committee  are  not  confined  to  re- 
poit  paiticularly  on  tnis  occaiicn,  if  on  enquiry  and  difcuflion,  they 
lind  our  navigation  laws  too  opprelllve,  they  will  bring  it  before 
tne  Houfe.  i  am  as  much  againd  partial  interference  as  the  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Wcdnioreland,  and  would,  rather,  that  a  perfon  fliould 
abioc  by  the  inconvenience,  than  edabliili  a  precedent,  which  might 
in  future  einbarrafs  tJie  decilions  of  the  executive,  or  iudicial  dc- 
partments—But  committing  this  petition,  can  have  no  fuch  effeH, 
nor  without  it,  can  the  Houfe  difeover  the  propriety  of  altering 
a  law,  whofe  execution  occadons  comjdaint,  and  it  is  in  the  pow- 
cr^  of  the  Houfe  ojih  to  remedy  the  defcH — 7"he  oppodtion  to  com- 
ndtment  docs  not  feem  fair  or  able,  and  this  is  a  fubjeH  of  more 
importance  than  a  thoufand  others  that  are  refferred  to  Committees 
Mr.  Wy^ikcop  fpoke  aifo  on  this  occadon,  but  was  not  heard. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Findley  would  explain  that  part  of  his  condu^l,  which  the 
member  from  the  County  had  remarked  upon,  this  was,  his  not 
objefting  to  the  commitment  on  a  former  occaiicn.  He  owned  he 
Hindu  have  niiilaken  the  reafons,  for  which  gentlemen  were  defirous 
of^havino-  the  petition  now  committed,  he  underftood  it  was  with 
a  defi^yn^to  releive  the  petitioners,  by  remitting  or  returning  the 
penalty."  But  by  the  reafoning  of  the  gentleman  on  the  other  fide 
cf  the  chair  (  Mr.  Peters)  it  appears,  that  it  is  with  an  intent  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  repealing  the  impoft  laws,  and  I  agree  with 
him,  before  that  can  be  done,  it  mull  appear  to  the  Houfe  wrong, 

or  opDreifive  in  its  opperation. 

if  this  is  the  objea,  and  it  is  necelfary  to  take  a  review 

of  all  revenue  laws,  and  repeal  thofe  that  are  complained  of,  the 

commitment  may  not  be  improper.  ^  ^ 

But  if  we  are  to  repeal,  or  alter  the  execuiio?!  of  a  law,  it  is 
a  bufinefs  not  belonging  to  the  legiHature— if  our  laws  operate 
as  a  hardfhip  on  the  community,  it  may  be  fome  foundation  for 
repeal,  but  this  would  go  too  far,  for  every  hardfiiip  would  pro¬ 
duce  an  appdication.- — Becaufe  fome  men  have  been  hanged,  or 
whipped,  under  our  penal  laws,  is  that  a  reafon  for  their  repeal  ? 
or  is  a  man  who  fuiferred  under  any  of  our  laws  to  be  rcleived 
by  an  ex  poji  j'citlo  one  t  If  this  precedent  is  once  edabiiitied,  no 
doubt  but  the  Houfe  would  have  buiinefs  enough. 

A  gentleman  ( Mr.  Robinfon^j  has  mentioned  the  power  of  the 
Houfe  to  difpofe  of  all  public  monies — that  fuch  power  lies  with 
the  Houfe  is  true,  but  I  can  never  conceive,  when  a  man  has  oeen 
punifhed  for  a  breach  of  the  law  by  fine,  that  it  is  in  the 
province  of  the  Ploufe  to  rellore  it  ;  and  if  the  gentleman  means 
to  do  it  by  any  indired  method,  it  is  blamable,  it  would  be  better 
to  go  boldly  into  it,  and  fay  our  laws  have  been  improperly  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  we  will  corred  the  abufe,  by  affurning  the  right  of  de¬ 
ciding  on  fuch  execution — we  will  go  into  the  enquiry,  alfo,  of  the 
condud  of  our  courts  of  juftice,  and  blend  in  ourfelves  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  legiflative,  executive  and  judical  powers. 

Mr.  Fitzftmons  thought  that  the  pietitions  of  the  people  ought  to 
be  attended  to,  it  was  their  right  to  be  heard,  and  clearly  deimed 
to  be  fo  in  the  confdtution. 

The  regard  which  is  due  to”our  conilituents,  fhould  certainly  in-? 
duce  us  at  lead  to  take  the  pains  of  enquiring  into  their  com^* 
plaint — The  gentleman  from  Weftmoreland  inhfes  on  its  difmiiiion, 
becaufe  the  application  appears  improper  on  the  face  of  the  petition, 
and  adds  that  Council  o?dy  have  authority  to  decide  in  this 
cafe.  I'he  gentleman  will  remember,  this  law  was  palled  in  the 
late  fpring,  and  was  confeiTedly  a  matler  of  experiment  ;  he  ailo 
knows,  that  thefe  perfons  are  the  lirft  who  have  fiiiFered  under 
it,  and  they  think  their  fufferings  unmerited. — 'They  applied  to 
that  body,  whom  the  gentleman  infills  was  adequate  to  grant  them 
'  relief — 
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rcl  e  which  was  not  ootsined-AppIication  is  now  made  to  us, 
a  inTtW  '  enquue  wdiether  the  !aw-s  operated  tmjufti; 
J  is  made  appear. 


not  be  be 


proper  to  corre(5t  its  feveritv. 


-V  r  'in  1*  ^1  ^  A  CO  iv^v\w.tiiv, 

Kotwithltandinsr  the  gentleman  contends  this  fubjcft  is  foreip-n 
o  cur  department,  yet  1  am  very  fare  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the 
line  to  determine  what  is  in  the  posver  of  the  Houfe,  and  what  is 

,  7  brciight  before  us,  any  thing  fliould 

ue  offered  on  this  head,  it  will  be  time  enough  b  go'into  the 

extraordinary,  and  pointed 
too  that  fuch  cppcfftion  hould  take  place  on  the  commitment. 

but  1  nope  the  Home  wid  agree  on  the  propriety  of  enquirin'-)- 
into  the  complamts^  of  our  conffituents,  imd  in  die  orefent  cafe 
approve  ox  tne  motion  for  commitment.  ' 

Mr.  Ler/c  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  cTi^ree  to  commit-^for 
he  could  not  conceive  how  it  becomes  a  fubjed 'of  enquiry  in  tins 
cafe,  more  tiian  in  any  other,  to  decide  on  what  the  courts  of 
jULtwe  or  Council  have^  done  :  It  is  quite  out  of  propriety  for 
tins  rlouie  to  pafs  an  opinion,  upon  the  dccifions  in  either  of  thofe 
P  execution  of  tne  laws  of  Pennfylvania. 

1  his  bufinefs  nas  been  carefully  enquired  into  before  the  court  of 
cornmon  pleas,  and  learned  counfel  in  plenty  w^ere  eno-ao'ed  on 
oth  fides  ;  the  bufinefs  has  been  alfo  before  council,  who  un- 
douoteaiy  have  povver  to  remit  fines  by  the  exp  refs  words  of  the 
Comiitution,  and  will  any  gentleman  rife  and  fay  that  this  Houfe 
fuch  power  }  I  believe  they  will  not. 

ihe^  gentleman  on  the  left  hand  of  the  chair  (Mr.  Peters} 
thinks  it  is  a  rigorous  law,  but  I  remember  well  to  hear  the  judo-e 
or  the  court  of  cornmon  pleas  declare  it  was  not.  He  prerniied 
that  it  wao  not  a  fevere  law,  tnat  is,  coniidered  as  an  impolt  law, 
and  not  fo  much  fo  as  in  other  nations,  even  the  Engliih,  but  the 
proceedings  of  a  court  ofjuffice,  which  determine  againft  any  per- 
fon,  arc  deemed  hard  by  the  fulferer,  whether  his  lofs  be  occafion- 
cd  by  negled,  or  difobedience._ — Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Robinfon) 
on  the  other  fine  of  the  Houfe,  holds,  tho^  the  Houle  cannot 
emit  fines,  \ct  they  can  difpofe  of  thc;  public  money,  and 
though  wc  don’t  remit,  yet  we  can  beftow;  this,  lir,  amounts  to 
the  fame  thing,  the  ait  is  in  fait  tlic  fame ;  and  wdien  we  agree 
to  receive  petitions  of  this  kind,  and  to  alter  the  decifions  of  coun- 
cil,  certainly  no  man  who  has  lufle red  the  lofs  of  his  property,  and 
does  not  meet  relief  in  our  courts  of  juftice,  or  by  the  interference 
of  Council,  or  who  is  to  be  punilhed,  but  will  apply  to  us,  if 
he  finds  here  a  pardoning  flrop.  No  one  will  regard  vchat  is 
done  up  flairs  f alluduig  to  the  Council  chamber )  if  he  can  find  a 
remitting  fhop  below.  Every  one  wu‘11  certainly  apply  here,  and 
that  will  be  a  great  number  no  doubt.  If  we  'want  bufinefs  this 
will  be  a  ready  way  to  draw  it  to  us—but  furely  the  gsntlema.^ 
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iTiUf];  the  impropriety  of  the  application  ;  for  let  (he  art  of 
man  eive  it  what  cafl  they  will,  it  is  certain  the  Houfe 
have  no  power  to  remit  a  fine — and  let  redrefs  be  furnifned 
by  us,  it  is  Hill  the  fame  fijJj,  drefs  it  which  v/ay  you  pleafe, 
and  it  is  a  bufinefs  with  which  the  Legiilature  has  nothing 
to  do,  wdierefore  the  Houfe  will  purfue  the  fame  line  of  conduit, 
as  they  did  in  the  woman’s  cafe,  juH  now  decided  on — and  let  ^ 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw'  their  petition. 

Mr.  Fie'^fitnom  did  not  think  it  proper  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  cafe,  on  the  prefent  queftion — he  did  not  wifh  it.  But  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  confider,  wiiat  had  been  the  praftlce  of  the  Affembly^ 
on  former  occafions — many  applications  had  been  made,  and  ma^ 
ny  people,  who  have  fiilfered  under  the  laws,  were  releived  by  the 
Houfe  ;  no  oppolitiori  had  ever  been  made  to  the  commitment  of 
their  petitions. 

A  gentlinan  who  fuffered  by  a  lofs  of  public  money,  was  re¬ 
leived  by  the  late  Houfe  from  that  lofs,  and  a  thoufand  other 
precedents  might  be  adduced — They  fliould  he  very  ftrong  reafons, 
for  the  Houfe  to  decide  againll  liifening  to  the  memorials  ot  the 
people ;  In  the  woman’s  cafe,  which  was  juft  now  difmiffed,  re¬ 
medy  could  be  had  in  the  courts  of  julHce — in  the  cafe  of  the 
petitioners,  redrefs  could  not  be  procured  but  by  the  interference 
of  the  Legidature.  Wherefore  it  becomes  our  duty  to  hear  them. 
When  the  report  it  made,  fliould  It  appear  that  the^  Houfe  have 
not  the  power  to  grant  their  prayer,  or  that  it  is  improper,  no 
doubt  but  they  will  determine  fo. 

The  merits  of  the  cafe  will  then  come  fairly  bciore  us,  and  wm  fiiall 
hav^e  time  to  ftudy  it — but  it  does  not  appear  candid  in  the  the  gentle¬ 
men  to  give  this  oppofition,  at  a  time  when  it  would  be  inconriftent 
to  go  into  the  invefligatlon. 

Mr.  M’Lene  was  not  furprized  at  the  charge  of  want  of  candour, 
when  he  heard  the  gentlemen  vvTo  made  it  draw  a  coniparifon  oetween 
the  Individual,  who  by  an  unforefeen  accident  loft  the  public  money, 
and  the  men  who  by  an  infraftion  of  the  law  were  fined  for  the  offence  ; 
the  cafes  were  nothing  alike — this  is  to  make  rcitoration  of  what  has 
been  lawfully  taken  :  It  will  appear  pretty  too,  to  give  a  large  fum 
of  money  to, men  who  havm  done  nothing  for  it  but  violated  the  laws — 
indeed  he  thought  a  better  comparifon  might  be  had. 

The  queftion  on  commitment  was  put  and  determined  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive — 31  members  riling  in  favour  of  it — whereupon  it  was  reiferred 
to  Meffrs.  Peters,  Evans  and  L.oliar  to  report. 

A  MESSAGE  from  the  Prefident  and  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
to  the  General  Affembly. 

Gentlemen, 

Since  the  lall  feffion,  there  has  been  a  renewal  of  the  difiurbanccs  at 
W’ioming;  fomc  reliefs  fpirits  therc>  ha.vlng  imagined  a  projeTof  v/ith- 
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drawing  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  this  ftate,  and  fome  part  of  the 
liate  of  New  Yonc,  from  their  aliegiance,  a.nd  of  forming  them  into  a 
new  {fate,  to  be  carried  into  by  an  armed  force,  in  defiance  of 
the  laws  of  the  two  Rates.  Having  intelligence  of  this,  we  caufed  one 
?  pnncipal  confpirators  to  be  apprehended,  and  fecured  in  the 
jail  oi  tills  City^^and  another  who  refided  in  the  Rate  of  New  York 
at  our  requeR  has  been  taken  up  by  the  authority  of  that  government. 

J  he  papers  found  on  this  occafion,  fully  difcover  the  defigns  of  theie 
turbulent  people,  and  fome  of  their  letters  are  herewith  laid  before 
you.  The  government  of  New  York  has,  in  this  affair,  manifeih  d 
L.e  moft  friendly  and  neighbourly  dipofition  toward  this  Rate,  and 
has  promifed  to  concur  with  us,  in  fuch  future  meafiires,  as  may  be 
neceiTary  to  fecure  the  due  operation  of  the  laws,  and  reRore  quiet,  in 
thofe  parts  of  both  Rates  where  thefe  irregular  and  ill  -difpofed  fettiers 
liave  their  habitations.  To  protedl  the  civil  officers  of  our  new  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Luzerne,  in  the  exercife  of  their  refpedive  funfdons,  we  have 
ordered  a  body  of  militia  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march 
thither,  which  will  be  done,  uniefs  fome  future  circumfiances,  and 
information  from  tliofe  parts,  may  make  it  appear  unneceffary. 

Ihe  fudden  and  unaccountable  obfiruefion  which  the  currency  of 
the  paper  mcney  of  this  Rate  has  lately  met  with,  we  earneRly  recom¬ 
mend  to  your  ccnfideration,  as  a  matter  of  great  importance  ;  the  pri¬ 
vate  intercR  of  the  Citizens  being  very  extenfively  affeiRed  by  it,  and 
the  public  in  danger  of  fuffering  a  lofs,  in  jits  revenue  of  excife,  duties, 
taxes,  &c.  proportionate  to  any  depreciation  the  paper  money  may  be 
attended  with.  Perhaps  it  may  be  advifable  to  put  a  Rop  to  the  further 
re-emiuions  on  loan,  wiiich  are  permitted  by  law  as  it  now  Rands. 

We  would  likewife  recommend  to  your  confideration,  the  fubjedf  of 
a  law  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  various  omces  of  this  Rate,  efpeci ally 
thofe  cf  the  Executive  and  Judicial  departments.  • 

The  lowering  the  price  of  the  lands  in  the  new  purchafe,  we  now 
think  nccelTary,  it  being  very  evident  they  will  not  fell,  till  this  takes 
place  ;  at  the  fame  time,  we  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  of  advanta<.re 
to  the  Rate  if  thofe  who  become  purchafers,  had  an  exemption  from 
taxes  for  feveral  years,  as  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  become  purchafers. 

Since  the  expiration  of  the  law,  for  granting  lands  to  the  oRicers  and 
foldiers  of  the  Fcnnfylvania  line,  a  number  of  applications  have  been 
made  to  us,  by  perfons  who  were  entitled,  but  for  want  of  information 
did  not  apply  in  time;  we  therefore  recommend  it  to  your  honorable 
Houfe,  to  pafs  a  law,  granting  a  further  time  for  thofe  people  to 
come  in  and  draw  for  their  lands. 

Sundry  defpatches  we  .have  received  from  Congrefs,  are  herewith 
communicated. 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  Cdober  27,  1787. 
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I'hc  enclofares  were  as  follow  : 

1  letters  froni  Charles  Thomfon,  Efquire,  fecrctary  to  Con- 
grefs ;  the  former,  enclofing  the  report  of  the  Convention  lately  aifem- 
bled  in  Pltiladelphia,  together  with  the  refoletion  and  letter  accom¬ 
panying  the  lame. - And  a  letter  enclofmg  the  requifition  cf  Con- 

grefs,  for  the  Year  1787,  paffed  the  11th  indant,  (from  which  it. 
appears,  that  there  is  wanting,  for  the  fervices  of  the  Year  1787, 
the  payment  of  one  Years  interefc  on  the  foreign  debt,  and  fiich 
part  of  the  principal  as  becomes  due  in  the  Year  1788,  and  the 
payment  of  one  Year’s  interelf,  on  the  damellic  debt,  the  fum  of 
3 jOOpj/ 98? Jdollars. 

That  of^  the  aforelaid  fum  tj3®9>39^  %%  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  in  fpecie. 

Pwo^  afls  of  Congrefs,  the  one  touching  the  grant  of  favors 
to  foreign  nations,  hating  the  complaint  of  the  miniftry  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  againft  Virginia,  for  exempting  French  and 
American  velTeis  from  certain  duties,  to  which  the  like  commodi¬ 
ties,  imported  in  Dutch  velTels,  are  lefs  liable,  as  being  contrary 
to  the  fecond  article  in  their  treaty  with  the  United  States,  IH- 
pulating,  that  they  fhall  be  treated  as  the  moft  favored  nation. 

And  the  other,  for  keeping  up  a  body  of  feven  hundred  troops, 
on  the  wedern  frontiers. 


Two  letters  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State,  refpefling  the  ne¬ 
gotiating  a  purchafe  of  a  fmall  trafi:  of  country,  lituate  between 
fome  part  61  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State,  and  Lake  Erie — 
And  informing  Council  of  the  apprehending  of  Jofeph  Hamilton, 
who  was  principally  concerned,  in  exciting  the  late  tumults  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne. 

The  alTociation  of  the  Connefficut  people,  aiTembled  at  Tioga,  by 
which  they  jointly  and  feverally  pledge  their  honors,  and  property, 
real  andperfonal,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exertions,  for  the  proteHion  and 
defence  of  each  other,  in  the  polfeffion  of  their  lands,  againd  all 
invaders,  they  having  purchafed  them  of  the  aboriginal  proprietors, 
and  hold  them  under  the  right  of  a  Royal  Charter — This  is  fub- 
feribed  by  fixty  feven  perfons. 

A  letter  from  Caleb’  Benton,  to  John  Franklin,  dated  Augud  9, 
1787,  promifing  to  exert  himfelfin  getting  fettlers  this  fall,  to  go 
to  the  lands  about  Tioga,  but  he  would  fill  the  country  in  the 
fpring.  It  goes  on  to  fay.  Your  policy  -will  undoubtedly  in¬ 
duce  you  not  to  fuffer  providons  to  be  carried  from  your  fettlement; 
but  above  all,  I  modearnedly  advife  you,  to  crufh  your  enemies, 
and^  purfue  them  to  the  pit,  and  depend,  I  will  affid  you  fo  far 
as  in  my  power,  and  fhall  exped  when  I  hear  from  you  again, 
there  will  not  be  an  Achan  found  in  your  Camp,  and  trud  you 
v/ill  not  fufter  the  unhallowed  feet  of  a  x^ennamite  to  tread  on 
the  land  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you. 

Ihsre  is  a  N.  B.  alfo  added  in  thefe  words — 'Pleafe  to  prefent 

C  my 


t . 


]8 


Debates  of  the  General  Assembly 


I  . 


my  compliments  to  major  Jenkins,  and  inform  him,  I  am  determined 
his  Qod  Jhall  he  my  Qod, 

A  letter  from  Jofeph  Hamilton,  to  Colonel  John  Franklin,  dated 
the  8th  September,  17^7*  This  letter  promifes  alfo  to  fill  the  land 
with  fettlers  ;  Hamilton  upbraids  Franklin  for  writing  to  him,  as 
if  it  was  apprehended  he  was  difeouraged — I  don’t  know,  fays  he, 
that  we  have  given  you  ary  juft  reajon  for  fuch  an  opinion  :  I 
am  not  in  the  leaft  difeouraged,  in  cafe  you  D  O  you  njjrite — 
nay,'  I  can  fay  more,  I  am  willing  to  rifque  any  thing  I  pof- 
fefs  upon  it — I  don’t  conceive  I  liavc  giv^en  you  ajiy  jufi  reafon, 
to  m.ake  the  conclufions  you  do  make,  however  I  heartily  ^xcufe 
you,  it  is  time  to  he  jealous ;  your  jealoully  begins  with  your  friends. 
It  will  be  well  if  it  continues  and  ends  with  your  enemies. 

A  letter  from  the  fame  to  the  fame,  dated  10th  September, 
i7^7j  complaining  of  Franklin’s  remifnefs,  in  fuffering  the  Con¬ 
necticut  claimants  to  fecure  their  titles  under  the  Pennfylvania  com- 
mifiloners,  and  thereby  injure  their  caufe,  yet  fays  he,  you  fcold 
at  your  friends,  nay  your  beft  friends,  who  would  rifque  every 
thing  for  your  welfare  and  fafety,  nay  you  reprohate  them,  for  the 
nt  ji  dftant  Proposal  ;  in  Ihort  fuch  policy^appears  to  me  a  A^ery 
Vilible  matter.  I  have  known  many  a  patient  in  a  highly  inrla- 
mable  fever,  being  attended  by  a  timid  phyfician,  who  dares  not 
let  blood,  fufFcr  the  difiblution  of  his  whole  body,  barely  for 
want  of  drawing  a  little  blood  from  the  arm. 

He  complains  highly  of  fuffering  the  Pennfylvania  laws  to  re¬ 
gulate  that  Country.  Shall  we,  after  lofing  r:-:any  hundreds  of 
lives,  fuffer  thefe  dirty  rafcals  to  pofTefs  it,  without  the  fiafn  of 
a  fingle  rifie,  or  any  of  the  leaft  refiftance;  to  be  manoeuvred, 
tricked  and  jockied,  out  of  the  whole,  is  too  much.  But  it  you 
ihculd,  in  proper  time,  afford  any  manly  refiftance,  my  defire  is 
that  you  fliould  referve  an  handfome  feat  on  the  Tioga  point, 
for  we  think  it  policy,  in  fuch  cafe,  that  either  dodor  Benton, 
or  myfelf,  fhould  remove  to  that  place  in  the  fpring.  But  nAse 
can  do  notJjing  ^without  your  exertions ^  and  that  rejolute  ones  too,  No 
rigliteous  wheel  will  move,  until  you  move,  and  that  in  fuch  man- 
jier  as  to  make  the  world  know  that  you  are  in  earned — they 
all  think  you  are  jefting.  Another  obfervation-—  true  policy 
knows  no  pafiion,  you  ail  will  therefore  calmly  conftder  the  whole 
matter,  as  to  the  prcci'e  time  to  begin.  But  Jure  I  am^  if  it  is  not 
done  this  fall,  you  ccirinoi  have  much  Juccor  from  this  quarter. 

A  letter  from  the  fame,  to  the  fame,  of  the  fame  date,  city  of 
Flndfon. — Jn  v.hit;h  lie  tells  him,  that  the  principal  charaders  do 
not  believe  that  they  have  power  “  to  kick  up  a  hohhery  there, 
and  complains  of  bearing  too  much  expence.  The  truth  is  {he 
obferves)  fuch  men  will  not  venture  any  further  part  of  their  pro¬ 
perty  and  charadcr,  jh  that  you  nxill  readily  Jee  your  jehemes  are  at 
an  end. 
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Moreover,  f.r,  if  I  Hiould  tell  them,  that  there  was  fomcthing 
about  to  be  done,  which  by  the  way  will^  be  dangerous,  our  ene¬ 
mies  would  take  the  hint  too  foon;nay,  if  I  could,  in  order  to 
prove  it,  fliew  fome  claufes  in  your  letter,  which  I  have  often 
done,  keep  up  their  fpirits,  they  would  immediately|^  fay,  this  has 
been  an  old  llory  for  a  long  time  ;  we  do  not  believe  it.  Colonel 
Franklin  is  miftaken  in  his  policy  ;  from  what  we  hear  almofl: 
every  day,  it  is  probable  to  us,  that  he  be  m  prijon  foon,  if  he  ts 
not  already.  However  if  you  fuddenly  and  in  proper  time,  fever 
the  wkeat  from  the  chaiF,  and  fuffer  not  a  dihenting  whifper 
amongft  you,  I  can  affure  you,  that  this  part  of  the  world  will 
be  alive,  in  removing  themfelves,  as  foon  as  they  know  of  fucU 
matter.  Gore  fays,  in  his  letter  to  me,  tnat,  as  foon  as  the  Penn- 
fylvania  Commidioners  meddle  with  the  titles  of  lands,  he  ^youId 
find  Indians  enough  to  protedi  them,  \Vhere  are  Gore  s  Indians  ? 
are  they  fcattered  away  by  his  new  fettlers  at  New-Town  ? 

On  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  melTage  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  referred  to  Mefirs.  Fitzfimons,  M‘Lene  and  Rittenhou  e, 

to  arrange  and  report/  -r.  ,  •  r  i 

The  Petitions  from  James  Young  and  Charles^  Euzelot,  iniolvent 

debtors,  were  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  Meflis.  Vi  ill,  Ro- 
binfon,  Davis,  Hubley,  Sands,  Clark  and  Piper,  to  report  thereon. 

MefTrs.  Foulke,  Hubley  and  M‘Lene,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  confer  and  agree  with  Council,  on  the  manner,  time  and  place, 
of  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident. 

Mr.  M'Lene  thought  the  number  too'fmall,  he  wifiied  it  to  be  a 
refpeaable  Committee  that  ihould  be  appointed  to  that  bufmefs. 

The  Speaker  was  of  opinion  the  Committee  was  a  lefpeaable  Com- 
mittee,  but  if  the  gentleman  wilhed  for  an  increafe  of  the  number,  he 

Ihould  make  the  motion.  '  ^  ^ 

Whereupon  IVIr#  1\^I^ moved  to  sdd  two  others^  wmcii  Wtis 

agreed  to,  and  MelTrs.  Lilly  and  Rarr,  were  added. 

Mr.  M'Lene  had  wilhed  to  make  a  motion,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee,  to  confider  on  fome  means  to  appreciate  the  pap'wi 
money,  but  he  was  doubtful  now  of  the  propriety  offuch  a  rnotion, 
as  the  bufinefs  was  brought  forward  by  the  melTage  he  was  cl 
on  if  the  Houfe  encouraged  a  difpofition  to  attend  to  this  fubject, 
that  it  would  have  an  immediate  efiedt  on  the  money,  and  a  good 

effedl  too.  ^^rr 

Rut  it  feemed  to  be  generally  thought  that  the  bufinefs  was  in 

proper  train,  and  as  the  gentleman  was  on  the  Committee  of  ai- 

rangement,  he  might  introduce  this  fubjed  particularly  in  the  re- 

^  Mr.  Fiizf  mons  moved  to  add  two  more  members  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  mefiage,  whereupon  MefTrs.  Clymer  and  Lollar  were 

appointed.  ^  ,11 

Adiourned  until  Monday-afterncen,  3  o  clock. 

'  Monday^ 
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iVioNDAY,  CCtober  29th,  1787.  f,  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjo-urnment. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  requefting  the  Houfe  wilt 

excule  his  abfence,  occafioned  by  the  fudden  death  or  his  chilcL 

A  letter ^  was  prefented  from  David  Rittenhoufe,  foliciting  to  be 
continued  in  toe  office  of  treafurer  of  the  hate. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Smith,  praying  the  Houfe  would  be 

plealed  to  appoint  him  their  printer,  was  read - As  was  another 

from  Melchior  bteincr,  praying  to  be  appointed  to  print  the  minutes 

Ivlary  Liorne  s  petition  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Semdsy  praying  the 
t.ouie  to  reconfider  their  vote  of  Saturday,  and  to  granf  her  relief. 

Colonel  gT///  prefented  a  petition  and  remonhrance  from  ninety- 
two  innabitants  of  Moyameryfmg  and  Paffiyunk,  complaining  of  that 
part  of  tne  law,  paffied  iaft  feilions,  which  encumbers  them  with  open¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  a  new  road,  from  Gray’s  ferry,  and  oravinp-  its 
fu ipenfion  or  repeal.  ’  ^  o 

,  ^  ^  Ordered,  that  all  the  proceeding  lie  on  the  tabic. 

TVir.  Poulke  reported  verbally,  from  the  Committee  appointed  on 
v-.atiiraay,  tnat  they  had  conferred  with  Council  as  directed,  and  Coun¬ 
cil  had  been  pleaftd  to  nominate  Vv'ednefday  next,  at  eleven  o’clock, 
in  tne  Adembly  room,  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Prefidcnt  and 

Vice-i  red  dent,  and  that  the  order  of  proceffion  be  the  fame  as  lafl: 

}  car,  ^iz. 


Conflables  with  their  Staves. 

Sub-iherilFs  with  their  wands. 

High  fheriiT  and  coroner  v/ith  their  v/ands. 

Judges  of  the  fupremc  court,  and  judges  of  the  high  court 

of  errors  and  appeals. 

Attorney  general  and  prothonotary  of  the  fuoreme  court. 

Marfnal  of  the  admiralty. 

Judge  and  regifter  general  of  the  admiralty. 
Wardens  of  tlie  port  of  Philadelphia. 

Naval  officer,  colickior  of  the  cuftoms,  and  tonnage  officers. 
Trealurer  and  comptroller  general. 

Secretary  of  the  land  office. 

Receiver  general  and  furveyor  general, 
jukices  of  the  peace. 

Ikothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  clerk  of 
the  court  of  quarter  feffions. 

Clerk  of  the  city  court. 

Maker  of  the  rolls  and  regiker  of  wills. 

Secretary  of  the  Council. 

His  excel  ency  the  Prhsident,  and  honorable 
the  Vice-President. 

Members  of  the  Council,  two  and  two. 

Door-keeper  of  the  Council, 

Sergeant 


21 


of  Pennsylvania. 

Sergeant  at  arms,  with  the  mace. 

Clerks  of  the  General  Ailembly. 

Honorable  the  Speaker. 

Members  of  the  General  Aflembly,  two  and  two. 

Door-keeper  of  the  General  AlTembly. 

Provoft  and  faculty  of  the  univerfity. 

Officers  of  the  militia. 

In  which  the  Houfe  concurred  ;  and  the  Cornmittee  were  direded  tat 
ifirm  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  their  approbation. 

'fhe  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  papers  accompanying  the 
leffiige  on  Saturday  morning,  made  report  wiiich  was  read,  and  order- 
i  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  feveral  o-entlemen  returned  as  reprefentatives,  to  ferve  in  the 
refent  Aflembly^  who  now  appeared  in  the  Ploufe  for  the  Hrll  time, 

’ere  called  upon  to  qualify  themfelves  for  that  ilation. 

But  Mr.  Kennedy  wiiked,  before  that  was  done,  to  have  the  petition 
nd  certificate,  prefented  by  him  laft  Thurfday,  read,  as  he  obferved  at 
entleman  (Mr.  Carfori  from  Dauphin)  on  the  floor,  who  was  thought 
y  the  petitioners,  not  to  be  duly  eieCted.  Whereupon  the  petition 
^as  read  a  fecond  time,  and  Michael -Zimmerman’s  affidavit,  fwearing - 
0  fome  improprieties  at  the  eleTion  in  the  Lebanon  dikrid,  where  he 
/as  infpeclor.  After  this, 

Mr,  Fitzfimoris  informed  the  fpeaker  he  had  fome  papers  on  the  fame 
Libjea  put  into  his  hand,  which  he  would  prefen t for  the  purjjofe  of 
»eing  read  alfo — this  being  done. 

The  firil  appeared  to  be  another  affidavit  made  by  the  fame  Zimmer- 
uan,  contradiaing  every  thing  contained  in  the  former  one. 

The  fecond  was  the  oath  of  Mr.  Hubley,  corroborating  the  truth  of 
his  laft  affidavit  made  by  Zimmerman. 

The  third  was  another  oath,  made  by  the  conilable  Pjudolph  Kelcher 
vho  attended  this  ekaion  alfo,  confirming  minutely  the  ailertions  of 
he  two  latter  deponents. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Kennedy  to  commit  tliefe  papers',  and  feconded 
)7  Mr.  Piper, 

'  Mr.  Loivry  was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  commit : 

The  whole  complaint  feems  to  depend  on  Zimmerman’s  evidence, 
.vhich  you  find  is  here  direaiy  contradiaed  by  himfelfy  in  an  oath  ta- 
cen  before  two  magikrates.  This  Zimmerman  is  an  ignorant  man, 
asheconfefieshirafelfin  the  firfc  affidavit;he  owns  there  thathe  does  not 
underdand  Englifh,  and  yet  has  beeninducedtofigna  long  certificate  in 
the  Englifh  language.  .  The  latter  paper  has  been  fworn  to  before  turn 
magiflrates,  both  Germans,  and  who  no  doubt  well  explained  to  him 
the  intention  of  this  latter  one  :  The  whole  appears  of  fuels  a  nature  ^ 
that  it  would  be  bed  not  to  regard  it. 

Mr.  Kennedy  for  his  part  knew  nothing  bf  the  proceedings  at  the 
election  in  Lebanon,  nor  did  he  know  any.  thing  of.  the  magidrates, 

but  , 
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but  it  appeared  the  ni oft  regular  ftep,  for  the  Hoilfe  to  purfue  tl 
ufual  mode  of  afting  upon  the  petitions  that  came  before  them, 
it  is  taken  up,  and  gone  through  ferioully,  the  lioufe  will  be  able  { 
judge  of  tne  m^^rits,  but  if  we  non  t  go  on  regularly,  and  what  wi 
the  confequence  be  if  we  do  not  commit  ?  why,  I'fuppofe  we  mu 
•admit  Mr.  Carfon  to  his  feat,  and  if  we  do  admit  him  what  fo 
lows  ?  fuieiy  we  are  expofed  to  a  great  deal  of  inconveniences  i 
deciding^  properly  on  the  merits  of  the  cafe  ;  furely,  fir,  we  cagl 
to  inveltigate  this  matter  fully,  and  hear  more  depoiitions,  there  at 
too,  more  depofitions  than  that  of  Zimmerman’s  before  us,  and 
complaint  is  regularly  made  of  improper  condud,  and  we  are  ir 
formed  that  this  has  given  a  turn  to  the  election,  but,  before  w 
decide,  we  ought  to  hear  both  fides  fully. 

Mr.  LogaTz  hoped  when  the  gentleman  'from  Cumberland  had  ri 
fen,  that  he  was  about  to  give  the  Heufe  affurance  of  further  in 
formation,  w'hen  he  dwelt  fo  ftrongly  upon  going  forward  with  tb 
enquiry— He  is  earneft  for  the  further  inveftigation,  tho’  upon  n 
better  foundation  than  mere  furmife ;  he  does  not  think  how  feriou 
a  matter  it  is,  to  fufpend  a  reprefentative  from  his  feat  in  the  legii 
lature ;  the  motives  that  will  warrant  fuch  conduft  ought  to  be  we] 
■founded,  and  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  the  evidence  before  you 
which  cannot  be  deemed  of  fufticient  weight  to  authorife  the  com 
mitment. 

I  think  we  ought  to  go  forward  to  the  qualiheation  of  the  mem 
bers  diredly,  and  not  prevent,  for  a  moment,  the  gentleman  fron 
taking  his  feat*. 

-  Mr.  Fit'zfimonsy  If  it  is  only  to  commit  for  the  purpofe  of  en 
quiring  into  the  origin  and  foundation  of  this  bufinefs,  I  have  m 
objedion,  but  if  it  is  intended  to  deprive  the  member  of  his  fea 
until  the  committee  make  report,  I  fhall  oppofe  it— It  is  a  feriou 
bulinefs  to  deny  a  member  the  feat  for  which  he  has  been  chofer 
by  his  conftituents. — If  I  underhand  the  gentleman,  he  intends  thai 
the  member  ftiall  not  be  admitted,  till  the  Houfe  decide  upon  the 
•  report  of  the  Committee;  if  this  is  to  be  the  confequence  of  th( 
commitment,  I  fhall  objedi  to  it,  but  If  not,  I  have  no  objedfion 
Mr.  Clymer  expeded  the  Houfe  would  adt  the  fame  part  in  thi: 
cafe,  as  in  the  one  from  Weftmoreland.  It  was  well  rememberec 
that  the  gentlemen  (Meifrs.  Findley  and  Barr)  came  from  that  coiiii' 
ty  under  a  return,  that  was  certainly  a  bad  when  it  was  ftrf 
read  over  it  was  little  regarded,  tho  it  was  plainly  incomplete,  anc 
the  gentlemen  had  liberty  to  take  their  feats  ;  fiirciy  the  eledtior 
for  Dauphin  hands  much  fairer,  the  judges  have  determined,  anc 
made  a  full  and  complete  return,  and  nothing  is  oppofed  to  it  bul 
fome  vague  reports,  and  thofe  founded  on  a  man  who  by  his  owr 
oath  depofes  the  contrary. — In  the  c^fe  of  Weftmoreiand,  member! 
are  admitted  on  improper  returns,  but  here  the  gentleman  muft  b( 
refufed,  on  nothing  more  than  the  fuggeftions  of  a  man  who  coii- 
txadidls  himfelf.  Mr. 
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Mr  Peters  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  the  commitment  of  the  pa¬ 
pers*-'  on  the  contrary,  he  was  for  committing,  pretty  generally. 

,11  applications  that  were  made,  and  came  with  any  propriety  be- 
'nre  them.  He  was  for  enatiiring  into  this  complaint,  as  well  as  o- 
■hers  and  after  what  had  been  faid  of  the  return  from  Weftmoreland 
le  would  join  in  committing  it  alio,  that  every  neceffary  “nation 
night  be  made,  of  the  right  of  the  gentleman  to  a  feat;  he  believed 
hei  was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfe  on  admitting  the  membei 
from  Dauphin,  and  he  thought  the  committment  was  not  oppofed,  but 
as  it  related  to  that  querdoR.  ,  e-M  y  r 

•  Mr.  Keniiedy.  The  gentleman  from  the  city  (Mr.  Clymer)  fays 
there  is  fomething  fimilar  in  the  cafe  of  the  Weftmoreland  members 
and  the  one  from^Dauphin.  but  I  think  there  is  a  very  great  diffMence. 
all  we  find  in  the  return  from  Weftmoreland  is  anote  made  by  the  judges, 
that  fonie.perfons  voted  out  of  the  diftrias  in  which  they  refid^,  and 
fome  account  of  votes,  given  in,  that  were  laid  afide-notwithftandmg 
which  we  do  not  find  anv  complaints  are  made,  or  that  arfy  thing 
proper  had  been  done  :  They  do  not  complain  of  a  grievance,  nor  come 
with  any  petition  before  us ;  but  as  for  what  refpeds  the  County  of 
Dauphin  the  people  do  complain  oi  frauds,  committed  at  the  ekai  , 
and  they  fuoport  thefe  charges  with  affidavits,  they  ma.ee  it  appear 
that  there  was  fome  undue  practice,  at  the  ekaion,  by  more  than  one 
p-rfon,  and  we  ought  to  liften  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  com¬ 
mit  the  papers,  in'order  to  afeertain  who  ought  to  be  the  fitting  mem¬ 
ber.  .The  gentleman  from  the  County  of  Philadelphia  (Mr.  Logan) 
expeaed  I  would  offer  other  evidence  than  what  is  oetore  us  but  Icon- 
fefs,  fir,  Ido  not  know  of  any  other,  nor  whether  it  is  likely  that  it 
may  be  obtained  or  not,  yet  notwithftandmg  this,  I  Amk  it  »"Prop« 
to  admit  this  gentleman  to  his  feat,  until  the  goodnefs  and  legality 
the  ekaion  is  eftabliftied,  therefore  we  ought  to  let  it  be  until  the 
port  is  made  ;  for  if  this  gentleman  has  been  admitted,  and  the  leport 
ftould  be  unfavorable,  he  will  have  a  right  to  vote  on  the  queftion. 
It  would  certainly  be  more  modefty  in  him  to  witndraw,  and  let  e 
matter  be  determined,  without  his  judging  in  his  own  caule. 

Mr.  hollar  had  obferved  the  praaice  of  the _ Hou,e  nad  always  been 
to  refufe  a  member’s  vote  on  the  queftion  of  his  right  to  a  feat ;  whe 
they  were  admitted  to  a  feat,  before  the  propriety  of  the  ekdion 
■was  eftablilhed,  they  remained  fi!ent,_eyer  fince  he  had  known  the 
Houfe— moreover,  this  kind  of  inveftigation  was  prodiiaive  of  muc 
trouble  and  inconvenience.  It  did  not  appear  that  t  ere  waS  muc 
.fupport  either  fide  on  the  prefent  occafion,  therefore  ®  p, 

that  he  would  not  object  to  the  commitment,  and  he  thougi  e  w  Ux 
not  oppofe  the  member’s  being  admitted  to  his  feat.  ttt  n 

Mr.  M’Lene.  As  to  the  coraparifon  between  the  members  from  Weit- 

moreland,  and  the  gentleman  from  Dauphin,  I  can  fay,  o 

anv  thing  like  it,  nor  did  any  one  objea  to  f  • 

k-ats,  moreover,  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  houfe  without  *eni^  and 
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Aerefore  take  their  feats  without  atif  particulir  em-n'r 
When  the  return  trom  WVtfmnrf.r^^A  ,  c  ,i  /  enquir 

to,  It  was  called  for  afLward  h 

ntake  enquirv  into  its  y  ^  i  't  neceffary  I 

w  Wet  -.a,  t,  .hS&r  ’ 

it  o4‘h,;ftec“,SSo"  f’ ifc 

tremely  eafy  ”[4“ ‘•'1''^’  I  apprehend,  will  be  ej 

may  nnf  hi’  n  r  decency  requires,  that  tho’  the  charti 

‘wl;  yet  they  Ihould  be  heard.—  * 

cS"  after" to  f  feat  win 

d^r  after  examination,  and  I  think  the  enquiry  need  be  but  vcr 

to  ^r/for •  “".^‘“quences_  of  contefted  eleftions  too  well 
eroun'ds  H  ttiteftigacions  of  this  nature  upon  ligh 

fnd  irSnrrr'T  '“O'"  “P  ^  t'dldeal  of  the  titi* 

exoeiid  w  of  r  confequently  occafioned  ar 

th^rr,  ^  money,  but  after  ail,  he  had  knowr 

on  Til  r‘'^  difansfeaion  of  both  parties  ;  1  hare,  therefore 

on  a  l  occafions,  great  objeftions  to  enter  on  this  ground  unlefi 

derandlt  Plainly  and  forcibl/  appears,  to 

di^l-irirqlo  *K  ^  gentleman  from  Franklin  endeavors  to  make  a 
in'^T  ”  teturns  from  Weftmoreland  and  this,  and  fays 

in  th,.  .oriner  there  was  no  ground  for  objeftion,  tho’  the  face  h 

™t  noticed  at 

Tf  -le  cl  r“"-  i  '«ifk  a  very  iniperfea  one,  for 

tho’  improper  it  might  have  been  ftated  at  that  time 

tho  as  there  IS  now  a  Houfe  I  think  we  are  more  competent  to 
conlider  on  that,  as  well  as  on  this.  I  am  at  a  lofs  b  know 
ow  t  e  gentleman  will  reconcile  his  conduft  in  admitting  the  Weft- 
oreland  member.s,  when  he  declines  to  receive  the  gentleman  from 
Dauphin,  until  the  relidity  of  the  eleftion  is  eftablilh.ed  by  an  enquiry 
made  nere,^  notwthftanding  the  return  of  his  eieftion  bemg  duly  cerT 
tilted  by  tne  judges  according  to  law  this  goes  I  believe  fo  far'as  to 

ft  hl^biT  of  the  latter  gentleman  wholly  unmerited. 

It  has  b.en  well  obferved  t.hat  the  gentleman  cannot  fit  judge  in  his 

own  ca,e,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  it  has  been  the  conftant  praftice  of  the 
Houfe  ;  what  then  is  to  forbid  us  the  advantage  of  this  gentleman’s 
aoilities,  and  at  the  fame  time  fulFer  the  enquiry  to  go  forward  in  the 
Committee  .  the  gentleman  be  placed  on  the  fame  footing  with 
”  IwT’  ii  Ibgma  to  be  fixed  upon  one,  more  than  the  other. 

I.  ir-i  1  '  everything  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Peters) 

lac  ai(  ,  lut  fixing  a  ftigma — this  he  had  no  conception  of,  could  he 
H  fligniatircd  for  what  he  had  no  hand  in  .>  if  frauds  were  commit- 
tert  at  cleaions,  were  gentlemen  on  the  return  culpable  .?  or  does  it 
follovv  th.at  if  people  complain  of  an  eledlion,  that  it  muft  be  a  fiau- 
tluJen.  one.  I  apprehend  no  ftigma  is  fixed  upon  the  gentleman.  But 

if 
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lit  underftand  thefe  papers  right,  there  does  not  appear  a  neceffity  for 
fpending  much  time  over  them,  and  the  gentleman’s  right  will  be 
cafily  and  fpeedily  determined. 

The  queliion  on  the  commitment  was  taken  and  determined  in  the  af¬ 
firmative  ;  whereupon  the  papers  were  referred  to  Meifrs.  Lowrey,  Lollar 
and  Kennedy. 

The  gentlemen  returned  as  reprefentatives  now  appearing  in  the 
Houfe  for  the  hrft  time,  were  feverally  qualified,  and  Mr.  Carlon  among 
the  redt. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
arrangeinent  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered  that  the  part  of  the  meffage  and  the  papers  which  refpcft 
the  difturbances  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  the  meafures  taken 
by  Council  in  confequence,  be  committed  to  Meffrs.  Clymer,  Wyn- 
koop,  Evans,  Lowrey,  .Kennedy,  George  Heider,  and  M’Lene. 

Ordered,  that  what  relates  to  the  fudden  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency,  be  committed  to  Meffrs.  Fitzfimons,  Findley  and  Rittcn- 
houfe. 

Orderd,  that  the  recommendation  of  a  reducdion  in  the  price  of 
public  lands,  be  committed  to  Meffrs.  Peters,  Lowrey  and  M’Lene^ 

Ordered,  thar  jart  recommending  a  new  regulation  of  fees,  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  Meff:s/Clymer,  Hubley  and  Piper* 

Ordered,  that  on  the  expediency  of  allowing  further  time  for  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  to  take  up 
lands,  be  committed  to  Meffrs.  Will,  Willing  and  Parr. 

Ordered,  that  the  requifition  of  Congrefs  for  the  current, year,  go  to 
the  Committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Ordered,  that  the  papers  relative  to  railing  feven  hundred  troops  be 
committed  to  Meffrs.  Peters,  Lollar  and  Schott. 

Ordered,  that  the  letter  from  the,  Pennfylvania  Delegates  in  Congrefs, 
advifing  the  purchafe  of  a  fmali  tra(ff  of  Country  on  Lake  Erie,  be 
committed  to  Meffrs.  Whelen,  Jofeph  Heifter,  and  M’Lene. 

The  fefolution  of  Congrefs  on  the  fubjeft  of  granting  favors  in 
commerce,  to  foreign  nations,  requiring  no  immediate  confideration, 
and 

The  recommendation  of  Congrefs  to  call  a  ftate  Convention,  having 
been  already  aded  upon,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  commit  either  of  them. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  delivered  a  verbal 
meffage  to  the  Chair— dating  the  requed  of  Council  to  have  a  Commit¬ 
tee  appointed  by  the  Houfe  in  order  to  confer  with  them  to- morrow 
morning  on  fome  recent  didarbances  at  Wyoming. 

Whereupon  ordered  that  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  Wyoming 
bufinefs  be  direded  to  hold  fuch  conferrence. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  Commidioners  of  Cheder  County  to  fell  a 
certain  lot,  &c.  was  read  a  fecond  time  and  confidered  by  paragraphs 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration. 
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Adjourned  untii  to-morrow  morning  at  the  ufua)  time. 

Tuesday,  Odober,  30,  1787.  A.  M. 

The  Houle  nret  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

The  return  from  the  County  of  Northumberland  was  reeeived,  and 
laid  before  the  Houle,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  Samuel  Maclay 
and  John  V\'hite,  Efquires,  were  returned  as  reprefentatives  to  the 
General  AlTembly,  for  the  enfuing  year. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Eleazer  Ozvcald,  one  from  Mr,  Daniel  Hum* 
phreys,  and  another  from  Melirs.  Hall  and  Sellers,  w^ere  feveraly  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  foiiciting  to  be  appointed  to  print  the  Journals  of 
the  General  Alfembly. 

A  letter  from  Thomas  Bradford,  requeuing  to  be  continued  printer 
of  the  laws,  was  read,  and  the  whole  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

A  petition  from  J.  Milligan  and  H.  Lenox,  in  behalf  of  themfelves 
and  E,  Elaine  aJignecs  of  J.  Anderfon,  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that 
on  the  9,  of  Jan,  1775,  warrants  v/ere  obtained  for  ten  trads  of  land, 
of  three  hundred  acres  each,  and  the  full  confideratiori  money  paid  to 
the  receiver  general  of  the  late  proprietaries — that  the  late  war  com¬ 
mencing  foon  after,  further  proceedings  in  the  bufinefs  were  unavoid¬ 
ably  fufpended — that  upon  application  to  the  furveyor^  of  the  diftrid, 
they  were  informed  that  the  furveyor  did  not  think  hiinfelf  fully  jullifi-^ 
ed  in  furveying  thofe  lands,  without  further  authority,  as  he  conceived 
them  to  be  without  the  limits  of  the  former  Indian  purchafe, — fhere- 
fore  praying  this  Houfe,  to  dired  the  furvevmr  general  to  receive  a  re¬ 
turn  of  furveys  ,  for  the  faid  lands,  in  order  that  patents  may  iifue  to 
them,  for  the  fame.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NVLetie  prefented  a  petition,  figned  by  forty-eight  claimants 
cf  lands,  under  Fennfylvania  titles,  within  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
ferdng  forth,  that  they  have  feen,  with  a  great  degree  cf  fatisfadi- 
on,  lundry  refolutions,  recommended  by  the  late  Houfe  of  AHembly  to 
the  attention  of  the  prefent^,  and  which,  if  carried  into  eiTcd,  with  the 
few  amendments  they  crave  leave  to  point  out,  will,  they  fmcerely 
hope,  be  the  mear  -  of  giving  general  fatisfadion. 

Idle  firft  refolution  they  pray  may  be  amended,  by  enabling  the 
commilfioners  in  cafe  of  difagreement  to  clioofe  an  umpire. 

I'he  fecond  to  make  the  eertiheates  receivable  in  the  Land  office  for 
all  payments. 

The  third,  they  wiffi  no  alteration  in,  but  pray  the  firll  indabTient 
may  be  within  the  year,  as  many  of  them  are  really  did rdfed  by  their 
lofil’S  at  Wyoming.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ^/d//  prefented  a  petition  from  William  Von  Phul,  praying 
leave  to  eftabliih.  a  ferry,  between  Sunbury  and  the  town  of  Northum¬ 
berland.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peters  prefented  a  petition  from  Peter  Phelin,  fetting  forth  his 
having  loll  the  certiticate,  given  to  him,  for  the  depreciation  of  his 


■'*  See  page  102,  V’^ol  ift  of  this  work. 
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pa)%  as  a  foldler  in  the  late  Pennfylvania  line,  and  praying  the  Houfe 

would  order  a  renewal  of  the  fame. 

*  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzjtmonsy  the  order  of  the  day  (being  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  printers) — was  poftponed  until  Thurfday  next. 

And  in  the  interim  ordered  that  the  feveral  applications  and  propofals 
on  this  fnbjed  be  refferred  to  Meffrs.  Peters,  Vvilling,  Kennecly,  Pi¬ 
per,  and  Lollar,  to  coniider  and  report. — 

The  time  of  conferrence,  between  the  ii.xecutive  Council  andjDom- 
mittee  of  the  I  (oufe,  agreed  to  yefterday  afternoon,  having  now  arri¬ 
ved. —  ^  i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lollar  and  in  order  to  give  the  feveral* Commit¬ 
tees  time  to  fet  and  prepare  their  reports. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  until  half  paft  nine  to-morrow,  h,  M. 

Wednesday,  Odlober  31,  i7?,7j 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Fitzfimo?is  prefented  the  petition  of  Daniel  Murphey,  late  an 
cfilcer  of  the  navy  of  this  hate,  prajdng  the  payment  of  the  depreci¬ 
ation  of  his  pay. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peters  prefented  the  report  of  the  Committee,  on  the  refoluti- 
on  of  Congrefs  of  the  third  of  Odober,  for  raifing  of  troops  to  be  fta- 
tioned  on  the  frontiers. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  prefented  the  report  (in  part)  of  the  committee  on  the 
papers,  &c.  which  refpeT  the  difturbances  at  Wyoming.  He  obferved, 
that  in  the  conference  they  had  with  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
on  this  fubjeft,  in  obedience  to  the  refolve  of  tl|e  Houfe,  they  learned, 
that  Council  were  of  opinion,  a  permanent  force  of  enlifted  troops 
were  requifite  to  be  ftationed  in  that  country,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
civil  officers  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duties,  and  to  awe  the  violence 
of  the  confpirators ;  they  fuppofe  the'  militia  might  be  able  to  take 
poffeffion  of  the  country,  but  could  not  be  of  further  fervice,  which  in 
their  opinion  will  not  be  effectual  and  conclufive.  There  were  re¬ 
ceived  accounts  of  feveral  alarming  circumftances,  in  corifequence  of 
the  feizure  of  Franklin.  ^  , 

The  late  eledion  of  militia  officers  had  likc^Ao  have  thrown  an  im¬ 
proper  power  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  our  government. — It 
was  apprehended,  that  nothing  but  the  timely  feizure  of  Franklin  pre¬ 
vented  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  colonel. 

The  difturbers  of  the  peace  had  entered  into  an  affociation,  and 
had  been  joined  by  fome,  no  doubt  prompted  thereto  by  a  regard  1:o 
their  perfonal  fafety,  but  otherwife  well  attached  to  our  l^iws  and 
government,  and  who  will  exert  themfelves  to  effed  the  re-ellablifli- 
ment  of  good  order,  when  countenanced  by  a  permanent  force, 
maintained  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fiippreffing  thofe  difturbances 

and  reftoring  quiet  to  the  fettlementt  ' 
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The  Committee  joining  in  fentiment  veith  Council,  have  r.^^reed  to 
report  fuch  a  number  of  troops  as  they  deem  adequate  to  the  fervice  ; 
though  it  might  appear  a  fmall  body,  yet  it  would  be  fufficient,  as 
no  doubt  was  entertained  but  a  large  part  of  the  inhabitants  would 
ileadiiy  co-operate  with  them. 

1  he  refolution  was  receiv  ed  at  the  chair,  and  read  as  follc^vs : 

Relblved,  tnat  as  in  the  opinion  of  tins  Houle,  a  permanent  force 
ofcnhlled  troops  may  be  neeffary  to  fee u re  the  peace  oftlie  County 
of  Luzerne;  that  the  fuprerne  executive  Council  be  authorifed  and 
required  to  obtain  the  permiflion  of  Congrefs,  to  raife  any  number 
of  tr.oop's  for  the  aforefaid  purpofe,  not  exceeding  500  men. 

Mr.  M^Lcne  could  not  help  remarking  upon  this  mode  of  intro¬ 
ducing  reports  ;  he  had  been  on  this  Committee,  with  the  gentleman 
who  had  juft  prefented  it,  and  knew  there  were  two  refofutions  a- 
greed  to  by  the  Committee,  he  was  much  furprifed  to  fee  it  mu¬ 
tilated. 

Mr.  G.  CIjnier  rofe  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  though  tw'o  refoluti- 
ons  were  yelterday  agreed  to  by  the  Committee,  that  they  had  a 
meeting  lince,  when  it  was  determined  to  introduce  this  one,  to  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  as  a  matter  of  importance,  which  it  would 
be  improper  to  delay  .  If  the  gentleman  was  not  acquainted  with  this 
tranfabfion,  he  had  only  to  blame  himfelf,  as  yefterday,  the  Committee 
had  agreed  to  meet  again  this  morning  ; — let  him  attend  to  this  in  any 
remarks  he  may  be  about  to  make,  and  then  fay  what  he  pleafes. 

Mr.  NPLenc  was  about  to  have  informed  the  Speaker  when  he  was 
interrupited  by  the  gentleman  from  the  city,  that  he  had  the  honor 
of  being  on  the  Committe  tQwvhorn  this  bufinefs  was  referred;  it  was 
tru^i  the  Committee  had  agreed  to  the  refolution  prefented,  but  it  v/as 
<.m  die  provifo  that  it  was  accompanied  by  another,  w'hich  fix  out  of 
the  feven  members  appointed,  had  alfo  acquiefeed  in. — If  the  gentle¬ 
men  have  fince  altered  their  opinion,  it  was  unknown  to  him  ;  he  was 
in  the  commitfei?  room,  w'hcn  the  gentlemen  were  confering,  but  no 
cnc  fpoke  to  him  about  tliis  cliangc.  Now  he  would  be  glad  to 
know  how  it  was  that  this  refolution  came  alone,  'll  he  other  refo- 
lution  he  faid,  had  been  agreed  to  by  fix  out  of  feven,  and  was  in¬ 
truded  to  fufpend  the,  operation  of  the  law,  under  which  the  Com- 
mifnoners  fent  up  to  W  yoming  afl,  in  veiling  the  rights  of  Penn- 
L’lvanians  in  the  ConneHicut  Claimants.  'Phis  mcafure  if  he  re- 
■olleHs  right  had  been  acceded  to,  in  hopes  of  giving  quiet  to  the 
Settlement,  and  it  being  better  than  to  liave  rccourfe  to  arms  ;  Affairs 
fepms  now  to  be  fo  far  changed  as  to  make  it  neceftary,  after  all,  to 
employ  force  to  (luell  the  turlnilance  of  thefe  people. — Now,  will 

•  1  . '  1 '  ■  ‘  •  .  .  ,  ^  ^  r  1  •li¬ 

lt  oe  rigrit,  to  continue  giwng  avvay  the  property  or  the  inhaDitants 

of  the  fiate,  in  order  to  effebt  wLat  it  is  found  inadequate  to  }  For 

what  [Hirpofe  are  we  to  keep  up  a  permanent  force  or  if  we  keep  up 

a  permanent  force,  of  what  life  is  it  to  give  away  the  jiroperty  of 

our  citizens,  and  encumber  the  ftate  with  a  her.\y  cxpcnce 

'I  he  Speaker  told  the  gentleman  (Mr.  MTxnej  he  rnuft  be  un- 
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d“r  the  necelTity  of  calling  him  to  order,  if  he  did  not  confine  hirn- 
f'if  to  date  the  impropriety  of  prelenting  the  report,  as  it  was  iig 
iy  incoSut  to  indulge  him  in  going  into  a  general  exammat.on  of 

proceeded— I  was  only  going  to  Ihew  the  impropriety  of 
tlr  report  being  admitted  in  that  form,  and  I  believe  every  nieniber  of 
a  Committee  h?s  a  right  to  objeft,  if  the  report  of  that  Committee  is 

obfervations,  but  forbid  entering 

into  the  merits  of  the  report.  •  +.  ru 

Mr  M‘Lene  continued-well  fir,  and  I  was  only  going  to  ihevv  the 

grounds  upon  which  the  report  originated,  in  order  to  denionrtrate 
the  impropriety  of  admitting  this  refolution  alone.  1  fa3’_  iir,  th,. 
tL  Committee  confidering  the  impropriety^  of  continuing  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  exiftinglaw,  at  a  time  when  it  is  neceffary  to  have  re 

^°tL  Speaker  now  called  the  member  to  order,  and  Rated  the  queftion 
to  which  the  debate  mull  be  confined  :  A  refolution  is  prefentea  as  die 
rcporf  of  a  Committee  ;  an  objeaion  is  raifed  by  a  member  of  that 
Committee,  that  the  report  is  insperfea,  and  not  as  “ncuned  in  by 
fix  out  of  the  feven  gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  the  report.  1  ne 
queftion  is,  ftiall  this  report  lie  on  your  table  ?  which  ^ 

debate  on  the  merits  of  the  matter  reported,  but  that  will  be  pro 
Dcriv  before  the  Houfe  on  the  fecond  reading. 

^  Mr  clymer  would  fatisfy  the  gentleman,  as  to  that  part  of  his  co  - 
duft  which  he  feems  fo  much  offended  at  ;  but  I  will  nrft  obferve,  fir, 
that  there  is  no  fuch  irregularity  in  prefenting  the  report  as  he  is  ap- 
SeLnfive  of.  The  majority  of  the  Committee,  as  I  obferved before,  d  d 
kft  eveninir  concur  in  the  two  refolutions  the  member  has  luentioned, 
but  fir  thS  Committee  have  met  fince,  in  conformity  to  their  appmnt- 
me’nt  of  Uft  evening,  and  this  appointment 
that  the  refolutions  were  not  determined,  but  in  the  pow 
mittee  to  correa,  revife  or  annul,  as  the  majority  thould  il  1 
per  This  being  the  cafe  five  or  fix  of  the  members  met  this  moi- 

nmn-.  and  determined  on  prefenting  the  firft  only.  r  i  .• 

'  And  confequently  the  Houfe  may  pafs  a  decifion  on  this  refolution, 

as  totally  diftind  and  unconneded  vdth  the  other. 

Mr.  Wynhop  acknowledged  his  having  agreed  with  the  other  ge  - 

tlcman  in  making  report  for  the  prefent  of  this  p” 

he  coiwelved  the  report  to  be  a  report  in  part,  and  that  the  Committee 

were  not  diffolved,  in  confequence  of  having  reported 

prefented,  but  were  ftlll  at  liberty  to  report  further,  as  miglm  appear 

acknowledged,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  that 

Ihe  ftatement  of  the  bufinefs  was  as  related  by  the 

Committee  (Mr.  Clymer)  and  the  gentleman  near  him  yy-  yy"- 

koop)  he  had  .agreed  witii  them  in  making  report  immediately  of  this 

.  reioiution. 
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rcfolution,  as  the  intelligence  which  Council  had  communicated  to 
them  made  expedition  proper--He  was  dill  tho’  of  the  fame  opinion 
the  Other  relolution  mentioned  by  the  member  near  him 

£1,  "  ■  '">■  ‘■'"f"  ■■■!  « -.id 

Mr.  NbLe^ie  if  the  report  is  only  a  report  in  part,  and  the  other  re- 
o  ution  may  be  brought  on,  had  no  objedion  to  letting  it  lie  on  the 
table,  but  he  had  been  apprehenfive  it  was  a  report  in  full,  and 
the  Committee  confequently  difcharged. 

The  opposition  being  withdrawn,  the  report  was 

,  .  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

I  he  members  now  appearing  for  the  hrfi  time,  were  feverally  quali- 
lied  and  took  their  feats.  ^ 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Wyoming  bufinefs  was  read  a  fecondtime. 

called  for  the  reading  of  the  feveral  communications 
made  by  Council  to  the  Committee,  by  which  the  refolution  had  be^m 
occahoned,  whereupon  they  were  prelented  by  Mr.  George  Clymer. 

I  he  fi> ft  ^'was  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  George  Clinton  y  Go^jernor  of  the 
Jiate  of  Ne-jj-Yorky  ajfuring  his  Excftlency  the'Prftdent  of  his  deiermina^ 
tmiy  Jteadily  to  co-operate  ^ith  this  ftate,  in  taking  e^ery  meafure,  to  brinir 
the  UALco'i^TE^Ts  in.  the  IFeftern  Country ,  to  condign  and 

EMPLARY  PUNISHMENT. 

Extraas  from  feveral  other  letters  were  read,  when,  on  motion  of 

further  reading  thereof  be  podponed. 

1  he  quedion  was  taken  on  the  refolution  and  agreed  to. 

^  On  motion,  the  petition  of  William  Von-Phul  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed. 

^  The  fupreme  Executive  Council  being  introduced  into  the  Adembly 
Chamber,  confoi  mably  to  the  refolution  of  ivdonday,  proceeded,  in 
conjunaion  with  the  Houfe,  to  the  eleaion  of  a  Prefident  and  Vice- 
Prefident,  purfuant  to  the  nineteenth  feaion  of  the  Conditution,  ande- 
kaed  unanimoudy  His  Excellency  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Efq. 
Prefident,  and  the  Honorable  PETER  MUHLENBURG,  Efquire* 
Vice- Prefident,  for  the  enfuing  year. 

The  date  of  the  ballots  being  for 

Peter  Muhlenburg  42 

Daniel  Reddick  31 

The  members  of  Council  and  General  Adembly,  having  feverally 
figned  a  declaration  thereof. 

The  Houfe,  then,  in  the  order  of  procelTion,  attended  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Prefident  and  Vice-Prefident,  at  the  court  houfe,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  having  returned  to  the  Adembly  chamber 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  that  part 
of  the  medage  relative  to  raifing  feven  hundred  fmderal  troops,  for 
the  protedlion  of  the  fettlers  on  the  frontiers,  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  adopted.  The  refolution  contained  in  the  report  went  to 

the 
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the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  bring  in  A  bill  to  comply  with 
the  recoin mendation  of  Congrefs  in  this  particular^,  whereupon 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  be  Meflrs.  Peters,  Lollar  and  ocnott. 

Thursday  November,  i,  17B7,  A.  M. 

The  Koufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  lohn  l.yons,  was  readi*  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablidiing  a  ferry  acrofs  the  river  Sufquehan- 

ha,  at  the  town  of  Sunbury.  , 

Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Petitions  from  the  Prcfhyterian  congregation  of  middle  Odorara, 
in  the  County  of  Lahcailer,  and  of  the  lirft  Prefbyterian  eongregation 
of  big  fpriho-,  ill  New-towri  townfhip,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
were  read,  leverally  praying  to  be  incorporated,  on  motion  and  by 
fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time.  ^  . 

Ordered  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  m  bills,  agreeably 

to  the  prayer  of  their  petitions.  ^  111 

A  petition  from  the  adminidrators,  and  major  part  oi  the  legal  re- 

prefentatives  (in  perfon  or  by  guardians)  of  Arm  Nedrow  deceafed, 
was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  divers  real  ellates  in  the  Counties  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  Lancafter,  and  Montgomery  were  devifed  unto  the  faid  Ann 
by  her  brother  Richard  Johnfon,  that  the  faid  Ann  at  the  time  of  the 
aforefaid  devife,  and  until  the  time  of  her  death,  was  under  coverture, 
w  hereby  fhe  \yas  difabled  from  making  diftribution  of  her  eftate,  that 
from  the  numerous  defcendants  of  the  faid  deceafed,  it  is  become  in- 
praidicable,  toprocure  a  partition  of  the  faid  eftate,  without  the 
ference  of  the  Legiflature,  therefore  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
authorifing  the  adminiftrators  to  the  eftate  of  her  late  daughter  Ann 
Keyfer,  to  fettle  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs, 
and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  referred  to  a  grand  Committee  of  claims,  confifting  of  Meffrs. 
Hiltzheimer,  Logan,  Foulke,  Moore,  Clemfon,  Clingan,  Beale,  Davis> 
Trexler,  Piper,  Maclay,  Barr,  Allifon,  Gilchrift,  M  Calmont, 
Richards,  Miley,  Schott  and  Davifon  to  report  thereon.  ^ 

A  petition  from  Nicholas  Kuhl  and  Daniel  Weidle  was  read,  fetting 
forth,  that  their  late  father  in  law  Nicholas  Hufeker,  was  attainted 
of  high  treafon,  and  his  eftate  confifeated  to  the  ufe  of  the  Common 
wealth,  that  they  had  taken  a  decided  part  in  favour  of  the  late  revo¬ 
lution,  to  the  great  injury  of  their  private  property,  and  as  otners 
have  been  indulged  by  the  Legiflature  with  the  whole  of  the  real  eftate, 
confifeated  as  the  property  of  their  anceftors,  they  pray  an  allowance, 
or  gratuity,  may  be  made  them,  of  fome  of  the  unpropriated  Ln  ^ 

within  this  ftate.  . 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time, 

and  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims  to  report  thereon. 

A  petition  from  Devereaux  Smith  was  read — fetting  forth  his  mis¬ 
fortunes  and  Ioffes  occafioncd  by  his  exertions  as  a  juftice  of  peace,  to 

maintain  and  fupport  the  government  of  the  late  province  of  Pennfylva- 

nia. 
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ma,  in  the  Weftern  Country,  againft  the  lawlefs  claim  of  Viri{in!:>, 
made  thro  tne  influence  of  Dunmore,  when  governor  of  that  ftate, 
and  praying  the  houfe  to  make  him  a  compenration  in  lands — 

On  motion  and  by  fpeciai  order,  the  lame  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims. 

The  petition  of  James  Iviiliegan  and  Hugh  Lennox,  in  behalf  of 
t  em  elves, ^ and  Colonel  Ephrami  Hlame,  ailignee  of  John  Anderfon, 
was  read  a  lecond  time,  as  were  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Murphey  and 
A  eter  rheiin,  and  referred  to  the  lait  named  Committee. 

Ihe  petition  of  Iviary  Liorne,  read  October  the  2Qth,  was  read  a 
fecond  time — 

Crdered,  that  it  be  refened  to  MelTrs.  Work,  Kennedy,  and  Sands, 

H.c  committee  appointed  on  the  propofals  of  the  printers,  made 
report,  which  was  read  ;  whereupon, 

Agreeably  to  the  order  cf  the  day,  the  houfe  proceeded  to  bal¬ 
lot  for  printers ; 

Firh,  for  the  minutes  in  Englifh,  when  the  votes  flood  for 
Hall  and  Sellers, 

Eleazer  Ofwald, 

Second,  for  the  laws  ;  and  the  ballots  were  for 
Thomas  Bradford, 

Daniel  Humphreys, 

Eleazer  Ofwald, 

And  laftly,  for  the  bills  and  minutes  in  German  ;  when  the  votes 
^appeared  to  be  for 

Michael  Pnllmeyer,  -  - 

Steirner,  Albright  and  Lahn,  -  y 

From  which  it  appears,  that  Meffrs.  Hall  and  Sellers,  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Bradford,  and  Mr.  Michael  Billmeyer,  are  appointed  printers  to 
the  houfe  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Mr.  M‘Le?ie  wiflied  to  be  allowed  to  introduce  the  refolution  he 
had  in  his  hand.  He  was  informed,  by  the  treafurer,  that  there  was 
expeded  to  be  in  the  treafury  about  io,oooi.  and  if  it  was  deftroyed, 
it  might  give  a  fpring  to  the  paper  money. 

He  read  the  following  in  his  place,  and  was  feconded  bv  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy  : 

^  Refclved,  that  the  Committee  of  accounts  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed,  forthwith  to  count,  burn  and  deftroy,  fuclipartof  the  bills 
of  credit,  of  the  late  emifficn,  as  may  now  be  found  collected  into 
the  treafury  of  this  ftate,  for  the  purpoje  of  bei?iv  dffrojedy  agreeably  to 
the  aH  of  Aftembly,  pafted  March  25,  1785." 

Mr.  Peters  wifticd  to  extend  the  motion,  as  he  looked  upon  it  to 
be  imperfed  ;  and  to  add  thereto,  that  they  be  direded  to  deftroy 

all  fuch  further  fums  as  may  come  in  during  this  feftion.” 

Mr.  h/PLene,  My  view  is  to  have  the  Committee  of  accounts  go 
into  the  bufmefs  immediately  \  and  I  have  no  objedion  to  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  L'jilar  expecl:ed  the  Committee  would  continue  to  Durn  until 

the  whole  ec,cool.  was  deftroyed. 

Mr.  I^cters  meant  to  have  the  refolution,  if  it  mu  ft  be  adopted,  go 
that  far  ;  as  it  ftood  at  prefent  they  are  direded  only  to  burn  what  is 
now  in  the  treafury,  which  feems  rather  to  bear  down  the  power  of  the 
Committee,  by  confining  it  in  the  manner  expreffed  in  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  thought  the  gentleman’s  objed  of  giving  a  fpring  to 
the  paper  money,  would  be  better  effeded  if  the  refolution  prohibited 
the  treafurer  from  paying  out  any  money  until  the  20, cool,  was  col¬ 
lected  to  be  deftroyed — he  did  not  know  what  furn  was  in  the  treafury, 
but  he  fuppofed  not  fufiicient  to  make  up  the  quantity  ordered  by  law 
to  be  deftroyed  annually.  He  would  fubmit  it  to  the  gentlemen,  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  an  extention  of  the  refolution  was  not  more  likely  to  anfwer 

his  purpofe.  ^  .... 

Mr.  hollar  agreed  with  the  member  from  the  city,  that  it  would  be 
better,  but  queftioned  if  a  rffolutmz  of  the  Houfe  was  adequate  to  for¬ 
bid  the  pa)  ment  of  fu'ms  ordered  to  be  paid  by  lanjj — he  did  not  know 
whatfum  was  in  the  treafurv^,  hut  he  had  learned  fome  time  fince  tnat 
lOjOOol.  was  expeded  by  the  treafurer  to  be  received  about  this  time, 
and  he  apprehended  the  Committee  would  find  enough  to  employ  all 
their  vacant  timie,  as  the  bills  were  a  good  deal  defiiced. 

Mr.  Peters  wiined  the  refolution  to  be  amended  in  the  manner 
propofed  ;  the  member  who  introduced  the  motion  acquiefeed  in  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  made  accordingly,  but  the  words  in  Italic, 
were  erafed,  as  unneceftary. 

Col.  Hublcy  did  not  think  there  was  any  neceiTity  for  the  Houfe 
to  adopt  this  refolution,  becaufe  the  law  under  which  the  paper  mo¬ 
ney  ifiued,  was  fully  competent  to  its  deftruCtion,  the  method  of 
which  was  dearly  laid  down,  and  the  Committee  under  that  law 
might  call  at  the  treafury,  and  burn  all  the  paper  that  the  treafurer  had 
prepared,  without  further  diredions  from  the  Houfe.  It  was  not,  ho 
apprehended,  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  that  would  quiet  or  fatisfy  tho 
people  on  this  head  ;  nothing  but  aCtually  deftroying  the  money  could 
have  this  effeef,  and  he  believed  if  the  gentleman  would  look  into 
law,  that  they  will  be  fatisfted  the  Committee  have  all  the  powers 
to  perform  this  duty,  without  the  aid  of  a  refolution. 

Mr.  Pitzjlmons  read  the  claufe  of  the  law  alluded  to  by  Coi. 
Hubley,  from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  treafurer  vv^s  .ordered  to 
referve,  out  of  the  money  colleCled  in  duties  and  taxes,'ihe  fiim  of 
/2o,coo,  annually,  and  to  deface  that  fum  and  report  to  the  Houfe, 
after  which  the  Committee  of  accounts  are'  to  examine,  count  and  burn 
the  whole.  Now  it  was  well  knov/n  to  ev(?ry  member,  that  money 
enough  to  anfwer  the  various  appropriations,  was  not  reccued 
into  the  treafury.  So  that  either  the  claim  of  the  individual,  or 
the  claim  of  the  ftate,  for  ^20,000  annually,  muTc  remain  unfatisft- 
ed  ;  the  law  direCIs  the  payment  of  certain  fums  to  various  claims, 
which,  if  anfwered,  will  not  leave  any  thing  in  the  treafury,  while 
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a  great  part  cf  the  dutief?  and  taxes  remain  outdanding :  So  that  if 
it  is  deemed  requifite  to  give  a  fpring  to  the  money  by  bernin<T 
this  bum,  it  mail  follow  of  confequencc,  that  the  inaividaals  muS 
forego  their  demirnds  for  the  prcfent,  as  money  cnoagh  to  anfwer 
both  purpofes,  it  is  well  known  cannot  be  obtained,  'fhe  law  di- 


•..y  i::t:  lay, 

Mr.M'  Lerie.  We  all  ,feem  to  have  the  fame  cbje^l  in  viev/j  and  a- 
gree  that  fomething  fhould  be  done,  to  favour  the  paper  currency ; 
tliere  are  duties  and  taxes  to  pay,  out  cf  wliich  the  ^20,000  is  to 
be  referved  annually.  I  believe  at  prefen t  it  is  moil  material  to  at¬ 
tend  to  this  objeel,  and  have  that  fum  deilroyed.  The  method 
pointed  out  in  the  law,  makes  it  nccelTary  for  the  treafurer  to  have  re¬ 
ferved  that  fum,  before  he  reports  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  I  will  leave  it 
to  any  gentleman  to  fay,  whether  waiting  fo  long,  will  have  as 
good  an  elfe^l  as  proceeding  immediately  to  deferoy  v/hat  may  be 
colledied,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treafarer  ;  certainly  it  will 
not  ;  tlierefore,  I  hope  the  refolution  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  ftated  to  the  Houfe  that  they  had  a  Committee  on 
the  fubjedl:  of  the  paper  money,  appointed  in  confenuence  of  the 
notice  taken  of  it  by  council  in  their  melTage,  and  fubmitting  to  the 
gentleman  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  this  refolution  go  to 
the  fame. 

Mr.  Findley  '  was  on  the  Committee  alluded  to,  hy  the  Speaker, 
]3ut  the  Committee  did  not  conceive  that  the  prefent  refolution  was 
in  any  wife  attached  to  the  objedt  under  their  conhderation ;  they 
were  of  opinion  that  it  was  tlieir  duty  to  pay  attention  to  it  on  new 
ground,  and  not  to  notice  tliat  part,  which  relates  to  the  burn- 

Mr.  Peters  conftdcred  it  totally  uiineceffary  to  adopt  the  refoluti- 
on,  as  the  Committee  of  accounts  would  proceed  to  the  burning,  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  whenever  they  find  money  is  in  the  treafury 
to  bey  in  with. 

Mr.  Lollar  conceived  the  intention  cf  the  refolution  was  to  fa- 
lisfy  the  people  out  of  doors  ;  that  proper  meafures  would  be  taken, 
t  >  comidy  with  tlmt  part  of  the  law,  which  orders  A“0,cco  to  be 
funk  annually,  and  they  will  believe  us  in  earned  when  they  nnd  we 
have  fet  about  it.  He  apprehended  it  would  be  of  great  ufc  to  the 
paper,  if  the  refolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  M^Lcne  could  not  fee  why  the  gentlemen  flrould  oppofe  tlie 
refolution  ;  he  was  in  hopes  it  would  promote  the  circulation  of 
the  paper,  and  give  a  fpring  to  it,  for  it  is  wadi  known  how  hurtful 
tlic  (I'.qireciation  is  to  every  clafs  .of  citizens,  it  will  rcflore  their  con- 
iidence,  for  at  prefent  the  p<eople  had  their  doubts  about  the  burn¬ 
ing,  but  when  tlicy  fee  it  is  deilroyed,  they  will  know  tlieir  fituation, 
and  tliofc  doubts  will  be  relieved.  But  if  the  gentlemen  arc  abaid- 

this 


KT:!;  f^ZM 


t 


of  Pennsylvania.  35 

ibis  will  be  done  too  foon,  I  can't  help  it,  though  I  am  as  able  to 
bear  my  lhare  of  the  Icfs  and  inconvenience  as  others. 

Mr.  Kenizedy  approved  of  the  refolution,  and  agreed  wdth  the  gentle¬ 
man,  wlio  introduced  the  motion,  that  it  would  have  a  good  effedt, 
and  give  a  fpring  to  the  paper  money,  this  could  not  he  done  too  foon, 
and  he  iliould  vote  for  the  refolution,  becaufe  if  it  did  no  good,  it 
would  do  no  harm.  * 

Mr.  Logafi  was  on  the  Committee  of  accounts,  and  it  had  been  in 
the  cuilom  of  that  Committee,  to  perform^  their  duty  without  any  fpe- 
cial  directions;  laft  year  the  objeCt  of  the  refolution  was  accomplilned 
without  thefe  directions ;  and  he  expreffed  his  willingnefs  to  attend 
to  this  buiinefs,  the  moment  he  learned  there  was  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  treaf.irer  to  be  diftreyed.  The  Committee  had  already  confi- 
dered  this  fubjeCt,  and  meant  to  proceed  to  the  burning  immediately. 
He  had  fent  to  the  treafurer  and  learned  that  a  parcel  was  ready,  and 
tho’  it  was  blit  fiooo,  he  would  chearfully  dedicate  his  time  to  this 
buiinefs,  notwdthftanding  it  was  as  a  gentleman  had  before  remarked, 
a  troublefome  work. 

The  queftion  was  now  taken  on  the  refolution,  and  unanimoully 
agreed  to.  '  ^ 

Agreeably  to  leave  given,  Mr.  Rohbifon  prefented  to  the  chair  a 
bill,  entitled  a  fupplement  to  an  aft  of  General  AITembly,  entitled  an 
aft  for  erefting  the  fouthern  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  into 
‘‘  the  diftrift  of  Southwark,  for  making  the  ftreets  and  roads  already 
laid  out  therein  public  roads  and  highways,  and  for  regulating  fuch 
other  ftreets  and  roads  as  the  inhabitants  thereof  may  hereafter  lay 
out,  and  for  other  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,’'  which  was 
read,  and 

"  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  leave  given  Colonel  Lo^rey  prefented  to  the  chair  a 
bill  entitled  “  an  aft  to  incorporate  the  Prefbyterian  church  of  Middle 
Oftorara,  in  Bart  townfhip,  in  the  County  of  Lancafter.” 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill,  entitled  an  aft  to  provide  for  the  wages  of  the  members 
of  the  State  Convention,  and  to  defray  the  expences  of  holding  the 
fame,”  w'as  read  the  fecond  time,  and  confiderea  by  paragraphs. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration. 

Colonel  Piper  called  for  the  reading  of  the  return  of  reprefentatives 
for  the  County  of  Bedford,  obferving  that  there  was  an  unufual  cir- 
cumftance  attended  the  eleftion  of  the  two  gentlemen,  and  which  the 
law  he  believed  did  not  provide  for.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Cable  and 
Mr.  Saylor  have  each  the  fame  number  of  votes,  and  neither  of  the 
gentlemen  attending,  made  him  conceive  a  new  eleftion  neceflary,  in 
order  to  have  the  County  properly  reprefented.  The  return  being  read. 
Colonel  Loujrey  informed  the  Houfe,  he  had  feen  the  member  of 
Council,  from  that  County,  who  had  juft  arrived  in  town,  and  learnt 
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from  him,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to,  hy  the  member  from 
Bedford,  was  on  his  way  down,  and  expeded  in  town  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  he  had  fuch  documents  with  him,  as  was  fuppcfed  would  enable 
the  Houfe  to  decide  on  the  fitting  member,  he  therefore  was  of  opi¬ 
nion,  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  matter  reft  until  then,  rather  than 
put  the  County  to  the  expence  and  trouble  of  holding  a  new'  eie(iUon, 
unncceftarily.  ' 

Colonel  P//>er  aftured  the  Houfe  that  this  was  a  circumftance  he 
was  totally  unacquainted  with,  and  he  would  chearfully  give  up  the 
idea  of  a  new  eledion. 

Whereupon  the  bulinefs  was  poftponed  for  the  prefent,  and 

The  Houfe  adjourned,  to  meet  to-moiro'y  morning,  half  paft  nine, 

A.  M. 

Friday,  November,  2,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Moore  prefented  a  petition  from  Flenry  Drink  and  William 
Vangorder,  fetting  forth  their  being  called  upon  by  the  government 
of  Penrifylvania,  to  cppofe  the  lawkfs  banditti  at  Wyoming,  ftyling 
themfelves  Connecticut  claimants,  that  wdien  on  this  lervice,  July  the 
20th,  1784,  they  were  fired  upon,  and  defperately  wounded,  under 
which  misfortune  they  long  fulTerred  and  languillied,  and  in  confe- 
quence  are  rendered  unable  to  obtain  their  fubfiftence  by  hard  labor, 
and  praying  relief  from  this  Houfe. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Clarke  prefented  a  petition,  ngned  by  a  number  of  foldiers,  in 
behalf  of  themfelvcs,  and  others,  who  have  not  had  time  to  make 
application  for  the  lands  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  the  gratuity 
of  the  ftate,  and  praying  the  Houfe  will  be  pleafed  to  extend  the  time 
for  making  claim  to  the  fame. 

Ordered^  that  it  be  referred  to  Mef  rs.  Vfill,  Wdliing  and  Earr. 

Mr.  Will  prefented,  agreeably  to  leave  given,  a  bill  entitled,  ‘"an 
ach  to  eftablifh  a  ferry  acrofs  the  river  Sufquehanna,  oppofite  to  the 
town  of  Sunbury,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  and -yelling  the 
rmht  thereof  in  William  Von-Pliul,  George  Graft  and  Vvhlliam  Graft, 
their  heirs  and  affigns,'’  wldch  was  read  a  firft  time,_  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lo^ri'j ,  the  bill  entitled  “  an  aCt  to  incorporate 
tlic  Prcfhv'^tcnan  (hurch  of  Middle  (-Ctorara,  Bait  towiuiiip,  in  ti.e 
County  of  Lancallcr,”  was  read  a  fceond  time,  and  conftdercd  by  pa- 

'1 

On  the  claufe,  which  direds,  that  the  aftentof  the^major  part  cf  the 
corporation  ihould  enable  the  ofticers  to  feil  or  dilpoie  cl  the  pro- 
pertv  vefted  in  them, 

Mr.  MLene  diftiked,  in  buftnefs  cf  fuch  confequence,  to  the  cor¬ 
poration,  to  put  It  in  tlic  power  of  fo  fmall  a  majority'  to  govern,  he 
winicd  to  amend  the  charter,  by  inlcrting  the  words  “  two  third  parts'^ 
in  lieu  of  in?jor  part. 
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The  Speaker  obferved  this  claufe  was  worded  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  the  other  numerous  charters,  which  the  legiflature  of  the  hate 
had  at  various  times  conferred  on  religious  focieties. 

Mr.  Lcllar.  If  that  is  the  cale,  fir,  I  fee  no  reafon  for  an  altera¬ 
tion,  efpecially  if  the  congregation  who  fent  in  the  bill,  agree  to  have 
it  in  the  manner  it  hands. 

Mr,  NVLene's  motion  was  ■  not  feconded,  and  the  bill  without  fur¬ 
ther  debate  was  gone  thro’.  <■ 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranfcribed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 

public  confi deration. 

Mr.  LrjUar  called  for  the  feccnd  reading  of  the  petition  of  John 
Lyons,  read  the  hrtt  time  yeherday. 

Ordered,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  agreeable 
to  the  prayer  of  his  petition.  ^ 

The  Speaker  enquiring  what  buhnefs  would  the  Houfe  proceed  on — 
after  a  long  filence - - 

Mr.  Peters,  It  appears  to  me,  fir,  from  a  view  of  the  bufinefs  be¬ 
fore  the  legiflature,  the  prefent  feifion  muft  fhortly  terminate,  unlefs 
other  fubjeds  come  forv/ard.  T  here  is  one  thing  that  ought  to  be 
noticed  as  early  as  convenient  ;  I  mean  the  appointment  of  »  delegati¬ 
on  to  reprefent  this  hate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
fcederal  year  is  about  commencing. 

T  he  Speaker  obferved,  if  the  gentleman  wifhed  to  introduce  that 
bufinefs,  he  fliould  move  to  make  it  the  order  of  feme  future  day. 

IMr.  Peters  was  confulting  the  gentlemen  near  him,  which  they 
thought  a  proper  day - wdien 

Mr.  M'Lehe  rofe  and  moved  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
this  day  week,  and  being  feconded. 

Ordered,  that  Friday  next  be  affigned  for  the  eledion  of  Delegates, 
to  reprefent  this  flate  in  Congrefs,  and  that  the  nomination  of  can¬ 
didates  take  place  until  the  morning  of  the  day  of  eledion. 

Mr.  Mitchell  (a  member  from  York  County)  prefented  a  petition 
from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  County,  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  lafc  FIcufe,  in  order  to  introduce  the  fubjed  to 
the  attention  of  the  prefent. 

d  he  petiticn  was  read,  Fating  certain  grievances  in  the  prefent  mode 
cf  colleding  debts  by  legal  procefs,  and  praying  the  revival  of  an  ad 
palled  in  the  year  1700,  which  empowered  the  juFices  of  the  county 
courts  to  appoint  appraifers  of  goods  taken  in  execution,  at  whofe  ap- 
’  praifement  the  creditor  was  obliged  to  receive  them  ;  alfo  praying  that 
conftables  may  be  n:ade  eledive  by  the  qualiiied  freeholders  of  the  re- 
fpedive  townFiips,  and  empowered  to  ferve  orccefs  equally  with  the 
Iherilf’s  officers,  at  the  prefent  rates  allow^ed  ♦  >  conftables. 

Crdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JVj?2koop  called  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  petition  from 
ninty-two  inhabitants  cf  Moyamenfmg  and  Paffiyunk,  read  the  firft 
tims  Odober  20. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  MefTrs.  Wynkoop,  Clingan  and 
Philips  to  report  thereon. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  there  were  no  papers  on  the  files, 
and  unlefs  the  members  could  introduce  new  bufinefs,  they  might 
perhaps  as  vrell  adjourn. 

Mr.  LvUar  obferved,  as  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs  in  the 
.hands  of  the  Committees,  it  would  be  right  to  adjourn,  in  order  to 
give  them  time  to  prepare  their  reports.  Whereupon, 

Adjourned  until  half  pad  nine  to-morrow',  A.  M. 

Saturday,  November  3,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  Robert  I'ate,  was  read  remonfirating  againft  the  bill 
entitled,  an  ad  to  efiablifii  a  ferry  acrofs  the  river  Sufquehanna,  cppo> 
fite  to  the  town  of  Sunbury,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland,  and 
veiling  the  right  thereof  in  William  Von^Phui,  George  Graff  and 
William  Graff,  their  heirs  and  affigns,"’  and  praying  the  fame  may 
not  be  paffed  into  a  law. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore  prefented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Davis,  widow,  praying 
the  Eloufe  would  be  pleafed  to  exonerate  the  eflate  of  her  late  hufhand, 
from  the  payment  of  certain  public  monies  of  which  he  was  robbed. 

Ordered  to  ne  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peiers  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpofe, 
a  bill  entitled  an  ad  for  furnlfhing  the  quota  of  troops,  required  by 
Congrefs,  for  the  protedion  of  the  Weftern  frontiers,  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned,”  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lo~jorey  prefented  the  report  of  the  Committee,  appointed  Odo- 
ber  29,  on  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Dau¬ 
phin,  refpeding  the  late  eledion  in  and  for/the  faid  County,  which 
was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  Mr.  Maclay  for  Northumberland,  and 
Mr.  Philips  for  Fayette,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  ways  and 
means  to  devife  fupplies  for  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Piizjii-novsy  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  infped  the  files  of 
the  late  Floufe,  and  report  fuch  bufinefs  as  they  may  deem  neceiTary  to 
lay  before  this  Floufe,  made  a  further  report  in  part — 

ill.  That  the  report  of  a  Committee  on  the  petition  from  the  freemen 
of  the  town  of  Wcfl-Chpller,  read  in  the  late  Houfe  September  23,  be 
referred  to  a  Committee.  Whereupon,  % 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Chefler  County  members. 

2d,  That  the  rep  *i  t  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Alexander 
M’Dowcll,  furveyor,  read  in  the  late  Houfe,  be  referred  to  a  Com¬ 
mittee  ; 

Ordered,  that  MefTrs.  Ealer,  Barr  and  Clark,  be  a  Committee  to  re¬ 
port  thereon. 

^  Mr. 
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Mr.  Ldlar  wifhcd  the  Houfe  would  take  fome  means  to  dcflroy 
the  continental  date  monev>  now  in  the  treararv — if  this  was  done, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  iktisfadlo  n  to  the  public,  who  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  money  lying  there,  tho"  they  had  no  appreheniion  of  its  being 
reiiTiled,  for  which  purpofe,  he  would  fubmit  the  following  : 

Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  confider  of  and  report 
fome  proper  mode,  to  be  purfued  by  this  Hou  fe,  in  order  to  effed  the 
linking  and  deftroj/ing  fuch  fura  or  fums  of  the  iall  emiilion  of  con¬ 
tinental  money,  commonly  called  continental  Hate  money,  as  at  this 
time  or  hereafter  may  be  found  in  the  treafury  of  this  date  ;  whereupon^ 
Ordered,  that  Meffrs.  Kennedy,  M’Lene  and  Loilar,  be  a  Com- 
fnittee  for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  refolution. 

On  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  petition  of  Margaret  Davies 


was  read  a  fecond  time  ; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  Speaker  named  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Evans,  and  Mr.  Thomas, 
when  it  w^as  agreed'  to  add  two  more  ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Evans  nomi¬ 
nated  Mr.  Lowry  and  Mr.  Ciingan. 

Mr.  LonL'ry  objefted  ferving  on  the  Committee,  as  he  was  againd 
making  any  fuch  allowance  ;  and  he  alked,  if  it  was  ufual  to  put  thofe 
on  Committees,  who  were  againd  the  meafure. 

Mr.  E^^ans  had  nominated  the  gentleman  for  the  very  reafon  he  had 
jud  mentioned. — And  the  houfe  determined,  that  thofe  gentlemen 
diould  be  added  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  AELc?:e  thought  it  improper  to  have  gentlemen  on  Commit¬ 
tees  who  are  oppofed  to  its  object,  and  therefore  moved,  to  recondder 
the  lad  vote,  but  he  was  not  feconded. 

7die  petition  of  the  adminidrators  and  major  p.art  of  the  legal  rc- 
prefentatives  (in  perfon  and  by  their  guardians)  of  Ann  Nedrow,  de- 
cealed,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  Medfs.  Salter,  Lo¬ 
gan  and  Carfon,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Eitzfimons  prefented  a  petition  from  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  marfh  meadow,  in  the  northern  and  foutliern  didrids  of  Kingfeffing 
and  'rindcum,  taken  from  the  dies  of  the  late  houfe,  praying  an  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  law  refpediing  the  keeping  in  repair  of  thofe  meadows, 
which  was  read  ;  and  on  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was 


read  a  fecond  time  ; 


Ordered,  that  the  petitioners  have  leavm  to  bring  in  a  bill,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters^  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  bill  introdu¬ 
ced  this  morning  for  furnidiing  the  quota  of  troops  required  by  Con- 
grefs,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  conddered  by  paragraphs. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  condderation. 

Mr.  Logan  obferved  that  the  late  penal  law  was  confededly  a  matter 
of  experiment,  and  as  fuch  underdood  by  the  Houfe  which  had  enac¬ 
ted  it — he  wiflied  to  fee  how  far  it  had  anfwered  any  good  purpofe, 
and  would  therefore  fubmit  the  following  refolution  :  Refolved, 


Debates  of  the  General  Assembly 


Refoivcd,  that  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  take  into  confideratiort 
and  enquire  into  the  efTefts  of  me  law  for  amending  the  penal  laws  of 
this  flatc,  cnadcd  September  15,  1786:  And  to  report  how  far  the 
hime  anfwers  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and,  if  the 
jaid  Committee Jhould  think  proper,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  altering  or  repealing 
the  fame. 

Mr.  Clymcr  thought  this  was  making  fl'iort  work  of  it,  and  efFec- 
ting  an  alteration,  without  fufficient  attention.  The  fubjeft  is  an  im¬ 
portant  one.  to  the  publie,  but  efpecially  to  the  citizens  of  Philadel-, 
pliia,  he  would  therefore  be  better  pleafed  to  fee  the  alteration  gone 
into  w'itli  more  deliberation  ;  for  which  reafen,  he  moved  to  ft.rikh 
out  tlic  words  printed  in  Italic,  that  fo  the  I'oufe  might,  upon  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  conlider  the  fubje^f  vrell,  before  a  Com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Logan  faw  no  oc.cafion  for  ilriklng  out  thofe  words ;  for  if  the 
Committee  on  enquiry  among  their  fellow  citizens,  and  the  Judges 
of  the  Courts,  f.nd  the  law  is  an  improper  one,  and  tends  to  injure 
the  community,  without  any  advantage  wdiatfcever,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  iToufe  to  make  the  neceifary  alteration  without  delay  ;  and  by 
letting  the  words  Hand  that  difpatch  is  obtained — but  if  on  enquiry 
the  Committee  find  the  law  a  good  one,  and  to  anfwer  the  benevolent 
intention  of  the  Legifiaturc,  they  will  report  fo,  and  it  will  not  be 
neceilary  to  introduce  a  bill — by  this  means,  the  Houfe  will  not  be 
troubled  fo  much  in  terminatino-  the  bufmefs. 

O 

Mr.  Lollar  fnould  think  it  better  that  the  Committee  firfl:  report 
their  obfervations,  and  whether  it  may  be  proper  or  not  to  appoint 
another  Committee,  for  the  purpoR  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  make  al¬ 
teration  ;  this  he  apprehended,  w'as  the  ufual  and  bed  mode  of  con- 
duddng  bufmefs,  for  which  reafon  he  approved  of  the  motion  for 
flriking  out. 

Mr.  Clymer  repeated,  that  by  this  courfe  you  jump  over  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  which  is  improper  expedition  ;  it  would  certainly 
be  better  to  hear  the  fentiments  of  the  Committee  iirfl  on  that  fubjeT, 
and  judge  of  them,  before  a  bill  be  introduced;  the  gentleman  may 
fay,  it  faves  trouble,  but  neverthelefs  it  is  contrary  to  the  pradice  and 
common  order  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  clearly  of  opinion,  it  Vv'onld  be  better  to  ftrike 
out  the  words,  and  purfuc  the  ufual  miode. 

Mr.  M^Lene.  The  gentleman  has  introduced  his  motion,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  penal  law’  was  confeffedly  a  law  of  experiment — > 
well,  be  it  fo  ;  but  it  has  furcly  benefitted  tlic  date  ;  it  has  kept  a  great 
number  of  thefe  diforderly  people  out  ol  mifehiei,  by  conhning  them 
for  fuch  a  length  of  time  :  nov/  there  appears  a  willi  in  fome  gentle¬ 
men  to  repeal  this  law,  but  furely  they  ought  to  wait  until  it  is  ap¬ 
plied  for  by  the  people,  or  remondrated  againd  by  the  courts  of  judicc, 
who  are  bed  able  to  judge  how  much  it  operates  as  agreiv’ance  ; 
hitherto  wc  have  heard  no  complaints,  then  certainly  there  is  no 

necedity 
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neceflity  for  an  alteration.  It  is  true  there  have  been  fome  efcapes  urrder 
this  law,  but  they  are  few  and  eafily  remedied ;  the  counties  are  better 
provided,  for  their  fecurity,  than  at  firll,  and  thofe  that  are  not,  may 
fecure  them  by  fending  them  here,  as  allowed  by  law,  and  then  efcapes 
will  not  happen.  But  fome  gentlemen,  I  apprehend,  think  w^e  never 
lhall  do  right,  till  we  hang  them  ;  they  cannot  bear  or  fufter  them  to 
live,  but,  fir,  I  believe  a  living  man  is  better  than  a  dead  one,  and 
the  law  that  provides  for  his  piinifhment,  exiftence  and  amendment,  is 
better  than  one  which  provides  only  death  as  a  punifhment. 

And  it  ftrikes  me,  fir,  that  it  would  be  better  for  the'PIoufe  to  reft 
contented,  at  leaft  until  fome  complaints  come  before  us,  either  from 
the  judges,  or  the  people,  who  at  prefent  feem  fatisfied  with  the  law. 

1  don’t  know  the  delign  of  the  motion,  fir,  but  I  think  it  beft  that 
the  words  objevfted  to  fhould  go  out,  and  after  that  is  agreed  to,  I 
mean  to  move  the  poftponement,  as  1  think  we  are  entering  on  this  bu- 
finefs  without  any  good  reafon. 

Mr.  Fitzftmons  confidered  it  a  matter  of  little  importance  whether 
the  words  were  ftruck  out  or  not ;  for  if  an  alteration  was  neceftary 
and  plainly  appeared  fo,  the  Houfe  could  not  hef  tate  in  paffing  a  bill 
for  that  purpofe ;  he  had  been  of  opinion,  when  the  teit  law  was  laft 
before  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  imperfedl  and  muft  require  future  amend- 
ment. 

The  Speaker  informed  him  the  motion  was  on  the  penal  law. 

Mr.  Fitzjimons  had  rnifunderftood  the  fubje(ft  of  the  firft  motion, 
but  neverthelefs  the  argument  with  refpeH  to  ftriking  out  applied, 
and  he  thought  it  a  matter  of  indifference  whether  it  was  agreed  to  or  not. 

Mr.  Peters.  The  gentleman  on  my  left  (Mr.  M‘Lene)  feems  to  argue 
againft  appointing  a  Committee,  by  concluding  the  people  are  fatisfied, 
becaufe  he  has  heard  no  complaints.  I  hope  his  intention  is  not  to  blind 
or  miflead  the  Houfe  in  their  decifion ;  tho’  he  has  hitherto  heard  no 
complaints,  yet,  I  affure  him  I  have,  and  the  people  of  this  city  are 
particularly  burthened  andopprefled  by  the  operation  of  the  law — The 
neighbourhood  is  prodigioufly  infefted  by  thefe  people,  and  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  obliged  to  keep  a  kind  of  garrifon  ;  it  is  big  with  many  incon¬ 
veniences,  nor  was  the  number  of  vagrants  and  robbers  ever  fo  great, 
as  at  prefent.  The  truth  is,  that  at  firft  they  were  alarmed  at  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  law,  but  now  it  is  fell  into  contempt;  and  they  have  no 
apprehenfions  to  dread  from  its  feverity. 

It  is  not  wifhed  to  repeal  the  law,  but  it  may  be  modified  in  fucb  a 
manner  as  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended,  more  ef- 
fedually  than  at  prefent. 

Mr.  FFLe?ie  would  fet  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Peters)  right;  he  would 
have  him  take  the  diftinHion  between  liaving  heard  complaints  as  a 
citizen,  and  having  heard  them  as  a  legiflator  ;  he  had  heard  none,  for 
none  had  come  before  the  Houfe.  , 

He  had  heard  objetTons  out  of  doors,  and  fome  ftrongly  urge 
the  neceffity  of  hanging  them :  now  he  hoped  the  gentlemen  did  not 
wifli  that  to  be  the  only  punifhment  for  thefe  wretches.  Mr. 
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did  not  W//0  on  that  head, 

ut  he  the  gentlpiian  would  confine  hirnfelf  to  the  point, 

crafed  ””  finking  out  was  put.  and  the  words  in  Italic  were 

Mr.  M‘Lne  now  moved  the  poftponement,  as  promifed,  but  was 

not  ieconoeik  when  the  motion  was  referred  to  Meilis.  Looan,  Peters, 

Kennedy  and  M’Lene  to  report  thereon, 
ne  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  from  Dauphin,  refpec- 
ting  the  late  exe^fion,  was  on  motion  of  Colonel  IiOwrev  and  bv  Ipe- 
ciai^oiuer  read  a  fecond  time,  whereupon, 

kefolved,  that  the /aid  pctitio?i  he  dijmijj'ed  for  nimnt  of  c-vidence  to  fub-^ 
port  the  fame,  .  , 

The  Committee  upon  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  County  of  Luzerne 

urner  lepoit,  tnat^  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
OLtiige  tl^e  free-male  inhabitants  of  thefaid  Countv  to  give  frefn  aifu- 
rances  of  their  allegiance  to  this  ftate,  and  inake  and  fubferibe  a  decla¬ 
ration  in  which  diey  diall  acknowledge  the  right  of  this  date,  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  juniaidion  over  the  County  of  Luzerne ;  and  renounino-  all 
claim  to  lands  within  the  fmd  County,  under  Connecticut  or  the'^SoL 
^^ue  ..anna  company,  excepting  what  is  intended  to  be  coidirmcd  to  the 
Connecticut  claimants,  by  the  law  for  that  puroofe  enacted  ;  and  in 
which  alfo^  they  fliall  engage  to  aid  the  officers  of  the  County,  in  the 
full  execution  of  the  law^s. 

The  foregoing  report  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  moved  to  adjourn  until  Weclnefday  afternoon,  in  order  to 
let  tlie  Citizens  of  Thiladelphia  have  the  ufe  of  the  State-Houfe,  for 
liokliiig  the  election  for  Delegates  to  Convention  on  Tuefdav— This 
motion  hdr.  M'Le?ie  would  oppofe  bybearly  giving  it  his  negative,  as 
he  could  not  confent  to  lofe  fo  much  time. 

Mr.  G.  Cijmer  malted  there  would  be  no  lofs  of  time,  for  at  prefent 
tliere  was  no  biihncfs  bcfi:ip  the  Houfe,  and  the  interval  might  be  ufe- 
fully  employed  in  Committees  preparing  the  biifinefs  referred  to  them. 

Whereu])on  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Wednefday,  P.  M. 

Wednesday,  November,  yth,  1787,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

The  members  who  now  appeared  for  tlie  frft  time  in  the  Koiife, 
were  fe^'erally  giialificd,  and  took  their  feats  accordin<?Iy. 

The  Speahr  liad  received  an  addrefs  from  John  Rolunfon,  ifating 
the  embarraffment  he  fuflains  from  the  negleCf  of  government  to  pay 
him,  and  ce.vtain  militia  under  his  command,  for  fen’ ices  rendered  in 
the  ’'mar  1781. 

On  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  w’-as  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordercrl  to  be  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims. 

A  letter  had  been  received  from  "Mr.  Ealer,  excufing  his  abfence, 
occafioned  by  the  extreme  illnefs  of  his  daughter. 

Mr.  Peters  prefented  a  petition  from  7Tomas  M ’Intire,  an  infoivcnt 
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del)tor  confined  in  the  jaii  of  this  city  and  County  of  14iiladelphia, 
praying  the  Houfe  to  interpofe  its  authority  to  procure  his  liberation, 
as  the  exlfting  lavrs  were  not  competent  to  difeharge  him  from  con¬ 
finement,  in  as  much  as  he  could  not  comply  with  that  part  which 
directs  the  debtor  to  ferre  the  creditor  with  a  notice  ot  an  application  ^ 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  for  a  difeharge,  becaufe  his  creditor 

was  at  Calcutta,  in  India.  ,  r  j  • 

On  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  iecond  time, 

and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  petitions  of  infolveiit  debtors. 

The  Speaker the  Houfe  that  Samuel  Vaughan,  Efquire, 
Vice-Prefident  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  &c.  prefented 
the  General  Afifembly  with  two  Volumes  of  Philofophical  Tranfaaions. 

No  further  bafinefs  prefenting,  the  Houfe  adjourn’d  to  meet  to¬ 
morrow  morning  half  pail  nine,  A.  M. 

Thursday,  November  8,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment.'  ^  ^ 

The  following  petition  was  prefented  and  on  motion,  and  by  fpe- 
•oial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  h/Hflrs. 
Wynkoop,  NPLene  and  Rittenhoufe. 

To  the  honorable  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennfylvania, 

in  General  Affembly  met. 

The  petition  of  the  American  Philofophical  Society  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

THAT  the  extenfive  field  of  natural  produ6lion  in  this  country, 
as  yet  little  explored,  affords  much  ground  to  hope,  that  by  examining 
and  analyzing  the  various  productions  of  this  extenlive  continent,  mpny 
important  difeoveries  may  be  made,  for  bringing  into  uie,  as  well  for 
home  confumption  as  for  exportation,  many  valuable  materials,  which 
we  have  hitherto  been  accuflomed  to  import  from  other  countries. 

That  the  labors  and  refearches  of  your  petitioners,  are  peculiarly 
adapted  to  promote  thefe  great  and  valuable  ends  ;  but  having,  as  a 
Society,  no  permanent  funds  for  purchafing  the  neceffary  apparatus  for 
experiments,  and  diflributing  rewards  and  premiums  forufexul  diiCove- 
ries,  your  petitioners  confidently  h^e  they  fhall  receive  the  patronage 
and  affiftance  of  the  Legiflature  of  Pennfylvania,  by  partaking  in  com¬ 
mon  with  divers  feminaries  of  learning,  of  the  wafle  lands  of  the  flate, 
fet  apart  as  donations  to  fuch  ufeful  inftitutions.  ^ 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray,  that  the  Legiflature  will  be  pleafed 
to  grant  to  the  American  Philofophical  Society,  fuch  portions  of  the 

faid  lands,  as  to  them  in  their  wifdom  fhall  feem  meet.  ^ 

John  Ewing,  V,  P. 

William  White,  V.  P. 
David  Rittenhouse,  V.  P. 
Samuel  Vaughan, 


Philadelphia,  2d  Nov.  1787. 
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i3 E c A  r E s  oj^ ihe  General  Assembly 

The  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  following  memorial,  and  the 

eftimate  whtch  accompanied  it.  * 

The  hon.  Reprefentatices  of  Pennfylrania,  in  General  Affcmbly  met. 
iC  rtiemorial  ot  John  Penn,  jun.  and  jolin  Penn. 

lour  memona  iits  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yoiir  honorable  Houfe 

rfamrevtion  ^y’ 

Four  peaceful  years  have  elapfed,  flnce  the  confirmation  of  Ameri- 
can  inaepenaence  during  which  your  reemorialifts  have  remained  in 
painful  uncertainty,  with  regard  to  an  adequate  compenfation  from  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania.  They  now  fubmit  the  confideration 

of  that  important  fubjea  to  your  honorable  Houfe,  and  earneftly  folicit 
t.heir  favorable  decifion.  ^ 

Confiding  in  the  honor  and  generofity  of  a  country,  planted  and 
foflered  by  the  hand  of  their  anceftor,  your  memorialifls  humbly  pray 
that  the  donation  heretofore  granted  to  them,  may  be  reconfidered,  and’ 
tnatfuch  further  pecompence  for  their  lo.Tes,  may  be  given  by  your  ho- 

in  their  wifdora  and  juftice,  as  the  defcendants  of 
W  Ilham  1  enn  may  efteera  proportionate  to  their  claims,  and  becomine 
tLe  dignity  of  a  free,  independent  and  honorable  people.  ^ 

'  John  Penn,  jun. 

A  r  1  John  Penn. 

An  account  of  the  grant  of  Pennfyl  vania  to  William  Penn,  Efq.  with 

of  the  fales  and  other  difpohtions  of  land,  made  by  the  faid 
VViliiam  Penn,  the  frft  proprietor  thereof,  and  by  other  fucceeding  nro- 
prietors,  from  and  between  the  4th  day  of  March,  1680-1,  to  Decem- 
Dcr,  1776,  With  a  computation  of  the  arrears  of  quit-rent  to  March 
1  779.  And  the  annual  value  of  the  faid  quit- rent,  togetlier  with  an 
eihmate  of  the  value  cf  various  articles  of  property,  which  belonged  to 
the  honorable  John  I  enn,  jun.  and  the  honorable  John  Penn,  fen.  in 
the  year  i779»  before  tne  27th  day  of  November,  in  the  fame  year 
when  the  act  of  Airenribly  was  palled,  entitled,  “  an  ad  for  veftine  the 
eftatc  of  the  late  proprietaries  of  Pennfvlvariia  in  this  Commonwealth.  ” 
In  the^  year  1680,  the  Englifh  nanon  being  indebted  to  the  faid 
ill. am  lenn,  he  applied  by  petition  to  king  Charles  the  Ild.  for  a 
yrant  of  a  tra^d  of  country  in  America,  in  fatisfaCtion  for  the  whole  or 
,  art  cf  that  debt;  which  petition  being  comidered  and  approved,  his 
inajejiy  was  pleafcd  in  comphance  tlierewith,  to  grant  unto  theVaid 
Vviiliam  Penn,  his  heirs  and  afligns  forever,  his  letters  patent,  beariiip; 
date  the  ath  day  of  March,  1680-1,  fbr  a  ceitain  trad!  of  land  m  ' 
Americ.1,  then  fiift  named  Pcnnfv  ivania,  under  a  particular  deferip- 
ticn  mentioned  in  the  faid  patent,  together  with  the  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  die  quantity  of  land  Jncludcd  within  the  limits  of  Pennf/lvania, 
aecording  to  late  coinjiutations,  amounts  to  27,055,200  acres. 

Here  follows  the  particular  difpofals  and  fiEs^bv  the  Droorietaries 
of  the  lands  bCMMARY  OF  FOREGOING: 

Penn- 
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Pennfylvania  contains, 

DEi>ucTioN s  : 

Allowance  for  roads,  on  the  whole 
quantity,  6  per  cent, 

Sale  of  lands,  for  which  the  purchafe- 
money  has  been  received. 

Do.  from  annual  quit-rent,  without 
purchafe-money. 

Gifts  by  feveral  proprietaries  to  feve- 
ral  branches  of  their  families. 
Amount  of  appropriations  of  lands  by 
the  proprietaries. 


Acres,  27,955,200 

1,677,312 

4,075,017.80 

59,958-80 

111,250 

441.534-156 


\ 


-  ,  .  .  - 6,363,072.156 

Balance  of  land,  for  which  nothing  has - - 

been  received  by  William  Penn,  efq. 
the  firft  proprietary,  or  any  of  his 

defcendants,  21,592,127  4 

Computation  of  the  arrears  of  quit-rent,  fhcwing  the  balance  of 
thofe  arrears  to  March,  i779>  ^^^dthe  annual  value  of  thofe  quit-rents. 

The  balance  of  ouit-rent  due  is  /.  ii8,i;6q-4-7  1-2,  Steriins:, 
X.  197,615-7-4  3-4,  Currency,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

'ihe  yearly  value  of  quit-rents,  charged  on  the  lands  contained  in 
the  accouut,  is  /.  10,204-0-7  1-4,  Sterling, 

ESTIMATE  ofthe  val  ue  of  certain  articles  of  property  which 
belonged  to  the  honorable  John  Penn,  jun.  and  the  honorable  John 
Penn,  fen.  in  the  year  1779. 

Land  in  Pennfylvania,  amounting  to  21,592,127.  acres  4  perches, 
for  which  no  purchafc  money  had  been  paid,  and  which  if  ertimated 
at  f,  10  fterhng  per  ico  acres,  viz.  f,  y,  fterling  per  100  acres 
purchale  money,  and  ^.5,  Iterli ng  more  in  lieu  of  i  penny  fterling 
per  acre  per  annum,  quit-rent ;  being  the  terms  on  which  the  propri¬ 
etaries  fold  their  land  in  the  year  1776,  will  be^.  2,159,21 2-1 4-0, her- 
ling.  And  if  eilimated  at  f.6y  fcerling,  in  lieu  of  ^.10,  Pennfyl¬ 
vania  currency,  per  100  acres,  without  quit- rent,  being  the  prefent 
terms  of  fale  by  the  date,  the  amount  will  be  f.  1,295,  527-12-4  3-4. 
fterling. 

Arrears  of  quit-rent,  as  ftated  in  the 

above  account,  f,  118,569-4-7  1-4 

Annual  amount  of  quit-rent,  being 
f.  10,204-0-7  1-4,  valued  at 

12  year’s  purchafe,  122,448-7-3 

Artic  LES  OF  UNCERTAIN  VALUE. 

Government,  -  _  _  _  _ 


Efcheated  land. 

Three  fifths  of  royal  mines. 


One  fifth  of  all  other  mines. 


Total,  fierling. 


The 


Debates  of  the  General  Assembly 


The  account  is  certified  to  be  drawn  up  at  the  requeft  of  the  honorable 
John  Penn,  jun.  and  the  honorable  John  Penn,  fen.  by  Edmond 
Phyfick.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rohinfori  prefented  the  petition  of  Anthony  Baftine,  an  infolvent 
debtor,  confined  in  the  jail  of  this  city,  praying  the  Houfe  to  pafs  an 
adl  for  his  liberation.  On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  v/as 
read  a  fccond  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  petitions  of 
infolvents. 

Mr.  Hubley  prefented  a  petition  from  the  truftees  of  Franklin  col¬ 
lege,  at  Lancafter,  praying  the  Houfe  to  grant  the  inftitution  two  lots, 
and  the  Pore-houie  ereiled  thereon  in  the  borough  of  Lancafter.  On 
motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  Meflrs.  Will,  Hubley  and  Richards. 

Mr.  hollar  prefented  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  invalid  corps 
ftationcd  in  this  city,  praying  the  Houfe  to  miake  up  the  depreciation 
of  their  prefent  pay,  which  they  are  unable  any  longer  to  fuftain,  or 
grant  them  fuch  other  relief  as  their  wifdom  may  dired. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  it  wms  read  a  fecond  time,  and 
referred  to  the  grand  Committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  Zr(2//i2r  alfo  prefented  a  petition  from  Abraham  Imkens,  fetting 
forth,  that  Catharine  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  by  her  laft 
will,  bequeathed  unto  her  three  nieces,  Elizabeth  Jones,  now  the  wife 
of  Robert  Lukens,  Mary  Jones  and  Catharine  Jones,  the  fum  of  fifty 
pounds,  which  faid  Mary  and  Catharine  died  in  their  minority,  whereby 
the  faid  Elizabeth  became  entitled  to  the  whole  legacy  ;  that  Gayner 
Bartholomew,  who  afterwards  intermarried  with  David  Kinfey,  was 
appointed  executrix  of  the  faid  laft  will ;  that  the  faid  m.oney  wa$ 
placed  at  intcreft  in  the  hands  of  John  Fox,  for  the  advantage  of  the 
faid  Elizabeth ;  that  the  faid  John  Fox  was  attainted  of  high  treafon, 
and  his  eftate,  real  and  perfonal,  fold  for  the  ufe  of  this  Commonwealth  ; 
that  the  faid  Elizabeth  intermarried  with  Robert  Lukens,  the  fon  of 
the  petitioner,  who  afligned  the  fame  to  him  ;  that  the  petitioner  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  New- York,  in  order  to  recover  the  faid  legacy  of  the  faid 
John  Fox,  but  without  effeH;  that  he  is  precluded  from  recovering 
the  legacy,  except  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Legiftature;  therefore 
praying  this  Houfe  to  grant  him  relief  in  the  premifes. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  on  claims. 

Mr.  M^Clayy  agreeably  to  leave  given,  prefented  a  bill  to  enable 
John  Lion  to  eftablifh  a  ferry  acrofs  the  Sufquehennah,  at  Sunfhury. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration. 

Mr.  Veters  prefented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Richard 
Wells  and  John  Clifford,  late  owners  of  the  fhip  Anna,  forfeited  to  the 
State,  as  fet  forth  in  the  memorial,  beg  leave  to  report, 
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That  the  cafe  of  the  faid  owners  appears  Angularly  hard,  as  the  of¬ 
fence  in  confequence  whereof  the  forfeiture  accrued,  was  committed,  as 
appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  Court,  before  whom  the  trial  was  had, 
without  their  participation  or  knowledge. 

That  although  it  may  be  politically  expedient,  to  conlider  owners 
generally  refponlible  in  point  of  property,  for  the  condufl:  of  thofe  they 
employ  in  their  veifels,  yet  in  this  cafe,  we  conceive  an  exception  ought 
to  be  made,  as  the  Ihip  was  be)  ond  the  fea,  when  the  law,  by  the  breach 
whereof  ilie  became  forfeited,  was  palTed,  and  of  courfe  they  could  have 
no  notice  of  it,  fo  as  to  take  cautionary  meafures  for  fecuring  them- 
felves  againft  the  mifeondudt  of  their  officers  and  mariners,  entruhed 
with  the  veffiel. 

That  all  undue  exercifes  of  feverity  in  government  are  impolitic,  as 
they  defeat  the  purpofes  intended  by  them  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
fmuggling  in  other  countries,  has  frequently  encreafed,  in  proportion 
to  the  feverity  of  the  trade-laws.  And  in  England,  where  the  laws  are 
extremely  rigorous,  powers  of  mitigation  are  lodged  in  a  board  of  cora- 
miflioners,  who  make  the  neceflary  diferiminations  on  the  fubjeff. 

That  we  do  not  perceive  any  power  of  reftoring  the  forfeiture  in  the 
whole  or  in  part,  exifts  in  any  executive  branch  of  government  in  Pemi- 
fylvania ;  and  though  fully  fenfible  of  the  propriety  of  difeou raging 
breaches  of  our  trade-laws,  yet  we  are  convinced  that  diferiminationst 
will  be  found  proper  on  many  occaiions.  The  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  have  a  pov/erby  the  20th  fedliion  of  the  frame  of  government, 
to  remit  Ji?ics  and  grant  pardons ^  in  all  cafes  but  thofe  of  impeachments^ 
yet  it  does  not  give  them  the  right  of  interfering  in  cafes  of forfeiture* 
A  fine  being  a  pecuniary  commutation  for  a  corporal  punifnment^ 
and  a  forfetiiire,  a  refumption  of  property  loft  to  the  individual,  by  brea¬ 
ches  of  the  municipal  laws  of  fociety  ;  and  which  has,  in  confequence  of 
fuch  breaches,  become  fores  faB,  or  forfeited,  /.  e,  pafled  from  the  own¬ 
ers  to  the  community.  In  the  former  cafe  Council  have  a  right  to  reniit 
as  they  have  to  pardon  the  corporal  punifhment ;  but  the  right  of  re- 
'  vetting  property  forfeited,  remains  wdth  the  people,  being  a  branch  of 
fovereignty  not  delegated  to  the  Supreme  Executive.  Former  legifta- 
tures  have  been  fenfible  of  this,  and  aefted  accordingly,  as  the  Houfe 
may  perceive  by  referring  to  the  cafes  of  Reynold  Kean,  1  vol.  of  laws. 
159 — 224;  Henry  Hugh  Fergufon,  446;  the  eftate  of  N.  Vernon, 
225  ;  John  Spring,  vol.  2,  chap.  43.  And  in  the  cafe  of  the  tumult 
in  Walnat-ftreet,  Philadelphia,  the  Houfe  have  interfered  in  pardoning, 
where  fines  might  have  been  impofed  ;  becaufe,as  is  recited  with  much 
juftice  and  propriety  in  the  bill  on  that  fubje(ft,  vol.  1,  chap.  158 — 
the  rigourous  profecution  of  juftice  in  all  cafes  is  not  expedient.’* 

In  the  cafe  referred  to  us,  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
the  Houfe,  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  and  report  a  bill 
for  the  relinquifhment  of  the  ftiare  of  the  forfeiture,  pafled  to  the  ftate, 
by  the  condemnation  of  the  fliip  Anna,  to  Richard  Wells  and  John 
ClifTord,  late  owners  of  the  faid  fhip.  And 
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And  that  there  may  be  a  permanent  power  in  the  Executive,  compo 
fent  to  confider  of  and  redrefs  cafes  of  the  like  nature,  fuoercedino-  fhe 
neceftty  of  larther  interference  of  the  Legiflature,  we  beg  leave^fur- 
tiler  to  report,  that  it  be  ® 

Refolved,  ThataComrniu^^  to  draught  and  report  a 

^  Supreme  Executive  Council,  a  power  to  mitigate  or 
reitore,  if  they  deem  proper,  any  forfeiture  or  forfeitures,  which  ma^ 
nereatter  accrue  to  the  fate,  in  confequence  of  olFcnces  againft  the  law's 
tor  tne  regulation  of  trade.  ^  ^  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ihe  Secretary  to  Council  being  introduced  into  the  Aflemblv  Cham¬ 
ber,  delivered  the  following  :  ^  ’ 

A  MESSAGE  from  the  Prefident  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

to  the  General  AlTembly. 

Since  your  refolutionof  the  31ft  ult.  was  forwarded  to  Congrefs, 
Council  have  received  information,  tnat  the  members  remainino"  at 

New- York  were  not  fufficient  to  form  a  reprefentaticn  of  the  United 
States. 


As  tne^  danger  to  the  State  appears  to  be  preffing,  and  the  permif- 
fion  folicited  from  Congrefs,  cannot  now  be  obtained— Council  there, 
fore  recommend  it  to  the  General  AiTembly,  to  adopt  eiTedtual  mea- 
fures,  for  enforcing  the  laws  of  the  State,  in  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
which  they  are  of  opinion  cannot  be  done  without  a  permanent  force! 

T-  he  expuliion  of  the  Commiiiioners  trom  ^Vyoming,  will  occafion 
a  delay,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  under  the  late  law.  Council 
therefore  recommend  that  a  further  time  be  given,  for  completino"  the 
fervices  expeded  from  them,  under  their  prefent  appointment.^ 

The  cafe  of  Colonel  Mentger  fubmitted  to  the  Committee  of  a  for¬ 
mer  Houfe,  is  recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  General  Affembly, 
as  he  appears  to  have  performed  fundry  fervices,  for  which  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  no  compenfation. 

The  petition  of  Captain  Woolpper  is  herewith  tranfmitted,  as  the 
powers  of  Council  do  not  extend  tq  his  cafe. 

Conliderable  deficiencies  have  arifcn  in  the  colledion  of  taxes,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  negled  of  fome  of  the  magiftrates,  in  not  profecuting  de-r 
linquents,  after  returns  are  furnifhed  to  them  by  the  colledors. 

This  abufc,  in  the  opinion  of  Council,  merits  the  attention  of  the 
General  Aflembly,  cither  in  removing  the  Magiflrates  guilty  of  fuch 
negled,  or  fubjeding  them  to  fome  penalty  that  may  compel  them  to 
a  faithful  difeharge  of  their  duty. 

November  18th,  1787.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Cn  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  that  part  of  the  meffage  relative  to  the  diiturbances  at 
Wyoming,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Luzerne  bufinefs. 

Ordered,  that  part  which  refpeds  the  care  of  Colonel  Mentger,  be 
referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims. 

Ordered,  that  what  relates  to  Mr.  Woolpper,  be  referred  to  the 
fame  Committee. 


Ordered 
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Ordered,  that  MefTrs.  Findley,  Robinfon  and  M’Lene  be  a  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  that  part  of  the  melfage  which  relates  to  devifing  means 
for  the  better  colleelion  of  the  public  revenues. 

Mr.  Kennedy  prefented  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  firft  Prefl'iyterian^ 
congregation  at  Big  Spring,  in  Nev/-tbwn  townlbip,  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  which  on  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  was  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  ordered  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  confideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Lene,  Ordered,  that  Saturday  next  be  alTign- 
ed  for  eledfing  a  treafurer  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Mr.  Fttzfimons  hoped  it  was  underSood,  that  the  Houfe  lliould 
get  the  treaiurer’s  accounts  for  the  laft  year,  before  they  went  into  a 
choice  for  another. 

It  was  rnoved  by  Mr.  hollar ^  to  take  up  for  a  third  reading,  the 
bill  entitled,  “  an  adl  to  provide  for  the  wages  of  the  ftate  Convention 
and  to  defray  the  expences  of  holding  the  fame.” 

Mr.  M’Lefie  moved  to  poftpone. 

Mr.  Clymer  hoped  the  gentleman  would  allign  fome  reafon  to  in¬ 
duce  the  Houfe  to  comply  with  his  motion,  for  certainly  it  was  not 
becaufe  he  moved  the  polfponement,  that  the  members  fhould  acquiefee. 

Mr.  M'Lene  had  not  feen  the  bill  till  this  minute,  when  it  was  put 
into  his  hand  ;  if  bills  are  printed  for  public  confideration  it  was  but 
right  to  allow  time  for  deliberation. 

Mr.  Clymer  had  no  objedfion  to  allowing  time,  if  the  member  was 
unprepared,  tho’  it  was  a  bill  of  the  moft  fimple  nature,  and  contained 
but  one  claufe,  whofe  objedi  was  well  known  from  the  title. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  pofiponed. 

Mr.  FitzfimcAis,  I  fhall  move  you,  fir,  that  this  bill  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  as  I  wifii  to  avoid  all  unnecelkiry 
delay;  there  is  but  little  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe,  and  that  little 
may  be  foon  done,  nor  can  we  fit  here  long  for  nothing,  only  to 
encreafe  the  public  expences,  already  fufiiciently  burthenfomc. 

Whereupon,  ordered,  that  the  forementioned  bill  be  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  from  a  view  of  the  bufinefs  before  the  Houfe  faw 
nothing  that  could  keep  them  together  longer  than  Saturday  week. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  obferved  that  the  only  bufinefs  which  kept  the 
I'loufe  waiting,  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means  ; 
this  depended  on  obtaining  a  ftatement  of  the  public  accounts  from  the 
comptroller  general  and  treafurer —  A 

Wherefore,  he  would  offer  the  following  refolution. 

That  the  ftate  treafurer  and  comptroller  general  do  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  General  AfiTembly  within  three  days  after  the  opening  of  the 
firft  felfionin  every  year,  ftatements  of  the  public  accounts  made  up  to 
the  firft  day  of  Oflober  preceding 

Mr.  Fikfimo7is  read  a  letter  he  had  juft  received  from  the  treafurer, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  anV  improper  reflediions  upon  that  gentleman,, 

G  from 


'5^  BATES  oj'  General  A  s  s  e  ]vt  b  l  Y" 

(xom  which  it  arj:e:]^],  tl.at  it  had  been  the  coramor.  pra^ice  of  that 
officer  to  maxe  up  his  accounts  to  the  frit  of  January,  thereibre  it 
/k^as  nct^  mg  luipu/ung  tne  accounts  up  to  the  prefent  rime  \eere  nor 
prepareu  earlier,  but  no  doubt  the  Houle  would  fee  tlie  propplcty^  of 
oirecnng  tne^axteranon  propoffd  in  the  reloluticn,  as  it  would  neceff 
larne  oiipatcn  tlic  public  bulinefs.  \  i 

Vvherefore  the  foregoing  refolution  was  uiranimoufi/  agreed  to. 

^  1  li.  Lo^mcy  prefented  to  the  chair  a  ftatement  of  the  Bedford  elec- 
tion,  igned  op  the  Judges  of  tlie  firlc  dihrict,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  a  ticket  was  received  by  them  and  hied  with  the  others,  but  not 
a..ced^to  the  return,  becaufe  the  Counfdlor  was  leperated  Horn  the 
xcpreientati V  es^  to  the  Affembiy,  whicn  is  contrary  to  tiie  direbfions  of 
E.e  law,  and  fubmitting  whether  that  vote  Iha’l  be  allowed  of  by  the 
Houfe,  as  in  that  cafe  it  will  fupercede  the  necehity  of  a  new  election, 
and  determine  in  favor  of  Jacob  Savior,  who  otherwife  is  enualied 
in  number  of  votes  by  Abraham  Cable. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  paper  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  mioved  to  be  committed. 

Mr.  M'Le?ie  moved  to  poflpone,  as  he  deemed  it  neceffary  to  lie 
fomewhat  longer,  before  order  was  taken  on  it. 

Colonel  hoped  it  vvould  be  committed,  in  order  that  it  miHu 

be  decided  before  the  end  of  the  feffon,  whether  a  new  eleHiou  vvas 
(/r  was  not  neceffary. 

Colonel  Fiper  wiilied  it  to  be  committed,  and  told  the  Houfe  h 
v/as  poiffffed  of  fomc  information,  which  he  would  lav  before  the  Com 
rrdttee,  tnat  mignt  in  a  great  meafure  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the 
return,  he  hoped,  to  tbe'fatisfaaion  of  the  Koufe.  . 

^/h. Lef-/e  withdrew  his  motion  for  podpenement,  and  the  paper 
was  referred  to  Meffrs.  Lowrev,  Kennedy  and  Loliar. 

iVTr.  i'rl  Lene  ooferved  a  refolution  had  beciU  adopted  by  the  I  ioule, 
a  few  aays  fince,  dlreffing  the  Coinmittee  of  accounts  to  burn  the  mc- 
ncy  in  tlie  trealury ;  he  would  l>c  glad  the  Committee  might  inform 
the  Houle  of  the  progrefs  they  had  made  in  that  bulinefs.  . 

iVjf.  Lohar  not  feeing  the  chairman  in  his  place  v.'ould  dgy  what  had 
liecn  done,  before  the  adjournment  on  Saturday  lad;  the  Committee 
liad  employed  two  aiternoons  in  his  lervice,  llnce  which  he  had  been 
liome ;  at  that  time  eiglit  thoufand  bills  were  dedroyed,  but  their  a- 
rnount  vras  not  very  confdcrable,  becaufe  the  bills  were  lautof  a  fmali 
denomination,  ""i  ho  Committee  meant  to  proceed  with  all  polLblc  dif- 
patch,  and  fhoidd  attend  at  the  treafurv  tins  afternoon. 

Mr.  bitzfimons  wifhed  to  hear,  vvliat  the  Coinmittee  on  that  part 
of  the  mdlage  tliat  relates  to  the  fudden  dc'prcciation  cf  the  paper  mo¬ 
ney  had  done  in  that  particular. 

No  gentleman  anfwering  to  this  pointy 

d  he_  S [weaker  oliHrved,  that  it  would  be  bed,  perhaps,  to  order  the' 
Committees  to  be  called  over  to-inoiTOw,  wlieiy gentlemen  w'c  uld'  be 
proj'arcd  to  fay  in  what  date  or  iorAardnv.ls  tht  various  fubjcViS  rc- 
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ferred  to  them  were  in.  He  went  on  to  (late  the  length  of  time  the 
two  lall  Houles  had  been  in  fdiion — the  former  oi  tne  two  had  iruiac 
the  firit  felFion  65  days,  the  feccnd  feiTion  47,  and  the  third  fedion  37™ 
in  ail  149  days,  d  he  firft  fdiion  of  the  late  Hocife  was  69  days,  the 
fecond  40,  and  the  third  24— in  all  133.  Now  it  appears  that  the  hric 
feSon  of'  the  prefent  Houfe  is  not  Iikeiv  to  exceed  30  days  ;  the  great 
faving  here  made,  will  appear  on  the  firil  view,  for  the  Houfe  can¬ 
not  lit  at  a  lefs  ex  pence  than  200  dollars  per  day.  If  the  Committees 
difpatch  the  bufinefs  which  has  been  referred  to  them,  there  is  a  hign 
probability  of  the  Houfe  riling  by  Saturday  v/eck,  and  of  faving, 
comparitivmly  fpeaking,  30  or  40  day  s  expence. 

Mr.  Fitzjimofis  obferved,  that  the  General  AiTembly  annually  colt 
the  ftate  about  ^,10,000.  a  very  great  fum,  when  added  to  the  other 
public  burthens  ;  if  it  is  poifible  to  avoid  it  and  in  our  pow^r,  certainly 
ycntlemen  will  exert  thernfelves  in  making  ail  deiiraole  do  patch. 

No  fsirther  bufinefs  appearing  for  the  prefent,  the  Houfe  adjourned 
to  meet  to-morrow  half  pail  nine,  A.  ^M. 

Friday,  November  9,  17^7^ 

The  Houfe  met  piirfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  John  Wiley  was  read,  praying  certificates  of  tins 
flate,  for  fervices  done  by  him  during  the  late  war,  may  be  received 
in  difeharge  of  his  mortgage  in  the  general  loan-office  ;  and  on  motion 
and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  ivas  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to 
the  grand  Committee  of  claims. 

A  petition  from  John  Vv^ilfon  and  Richard  Swan,  executors  of  tH 
lall  will  and  teftament  of  William  Swan,  late  of  Faxton  townfhip,  in 
the  county  of  Dauphin,  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that  there  is  due  to 
this  ftate  a  balance  of  2i8li  8s.  8d.  on  account  of  money  colleHed  in 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  praying  that  certificates  of  money  loaned  to 
this  ffate  may  be  received  in  payment. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  laft  named  Committee. 

Mr,  Lenvis  prefented  a  memorial  from  the  board  of  managers  and 
manufacturing  committee  of  the  fociety  for  the  encouragement  or  ma- 
nufacfures  and  the  ufeful  arts  in  this  ftate,  which  was  read,  fuggefting  the 
propriety  of  infticfing  by  law,  fevere  and  heavy  penalties  on  thofe  who 
induce  an  artift  to  emigrate  into  a  foreign  country,  or  who  export  the 
implements  and  machines  for  the  better  carrying  on  manufaCfures  of 
which  they  are  poftefied ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame 
was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Fitzftmo7is  called  it  up  for  a  fecond  reading,  with  a  view  to 
have  it  committed.  He  would  mention  fome  circumftances  that  would, 
in  fome  degree,  point  out  the  neceffity  of  attending  to  the  objeCl  now 
introduced  to  the  Houfe.  It  had  been  alleged,  that  the  two  machines 
for  fpinning  cotton,  which  were  in  this  ftate,  had  been,  hefufpeCted, 
procured  by  accident ;  however  be  that  as  it  may,  fome  people  have 
found  means  to  poftefs  thernfelves  of  them,  and  fent  them  out  of  the 
^country.  What  made  it  more  ferioiis  was,  that  a  fubfcriptlon  is  appre¬ 
hended 
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1  ’  ^  coj^iiruded  Iiere  with  advantage  :  It  appeared  to 

r  ?  ^  hoiUe,  as  it  was  the  deiire  of  the  people,  to  applv 

themfelves  to  this  occupation,  that  wholefome  laws  ihould  be  provided 
o  pi  event  uc  i  illicit  and  baneful  practices  in  future,  and  protefl  thofe 
wlio  have  engaged  in  the  objed  of  the  fociety  for  the  promotion  of 
doineliic  manuladures.-  ' 

Vvliereupon  the  memorial  was  referred  to  MelTrs.  Fitzfimons,  Lewis, 
and  K(  nneoy,  to  report  ther-eon. 

^  A  return  of  an  eledion  held  in  the  county  of  Berks,  for  a  reprefenta- 
room  of  Charles  Biddle,  Efq.  was  received  and  read,  by 
whiCii  It  appears  that  Philip  Kreeman,  Efq.  is  duly  elected  to  ferve  for 
the  cnxLiing  year  ;  and  he  appearing  in  the  Houfe,  was  qualified  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  direaion  of  the  conftitution.  "" 

The  Committee,  on  that  part  of  the  mcflage  relative  to  the  purchafe 
o*  a  .mall  trad  of  land  on  L.ake  Erie,  made  report,  that  in  their  opinion, 

tiiC  purcv.afe  of  the  trabt  alluded  to,  w'culd  be  of  ccniiderabie  advanta<>e 
to  the  (late. — 

They  therefore  oiTer  the  following  refolution  : 

^  Refolved,  That  a  Comniittee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  autho- 
TiZiiig^tii^^  Supreme  Executi\'e  Council  to  purchafe  that  tracfl  of  country, 
lying  between  the  north  boundary  line  of  Pennfylvania  and  Lake  Erie. 

_  Crdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  ue  CoiiimiUee  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  M‘Dowell,  appointed 
3,^  made  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Tiie  Comniittce^  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  meffage  of 
Council,  which  niTedls  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  report, 
lliatin  their  opinion,  it  is  become  neceflary  to  dcflrcy  a  larger 
fum  annually  tnan  tneA*-  20,000,  directed  by  the  ael  of  the  15th 
April,  ;^but  that  the  revenues  of  the  f  ate  does  not  admit  of  its 

being  otiierwiie  done,  tnan  by  putting'  a  flop  to  the  re-Ienclinp'  the 
quotas,  paid  into  the  loan-cfEce,  and  authorifing  the  truflees  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  part  of  the  niorey  lent  on  mortgage,  lefs  than  the  whole, 
v.  nicii  the  mortgager  may  »iIioofe  to  difeharge.  By  thefe  means,  the 
Committee  are  of  opinion,  ibat  the  whole  of  the  cmiiTion,  except 
A*  20,000,  will  be  funic  iu  three  years,  the  reildue  in  one  year, 
without  irefnailmg  upon  any  rp-propriation  already  made;  in  confor- 
nntv  with  wdiicli  opinion,  tlie  Corr.rnillicners  fubmit  the  followinir  re- 
fohition  : 

Rdolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  aii- 
thcrile  the  truflees  of  the  loan-uince  to  receive  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
tl’.c  monies  loaned  by  them,  by  virtue  of  the  aff  of  the  4th  of  April, 

;  783,^  at  ant'  period  previous  to  the  time  in  which  it  is  payable,  and  to 
aker  io  much  of  the  fild  ad,  as  dlreds  them  to  re-lcnd  the  quotas  paid 
in  bv  the  borrower. 

d  his  \vas  agreed  to  by  the  IToiife;  and  AlefTrs.  Fitzfimons,  Find- 
ly  aiuqRittejihiOure,  are  appcinicd  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformable  to  the 
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The  bill  to  regulate  auelions  and  vendues  was  prefented  and  read, 

1  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

itilvl  j  ill 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  draught  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe,  report, 

That  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  former  year  be  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  Houfe  during  the  prefsnt  year. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  eledion  of 
delegates,  to  reprefent  this  hate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States, 
be  poftponed  until  Tuefday  next. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  took  up  for  a  third  read¬ 
ing,  the  bill  entitled,  ''  an  ad  to  provide  for  the  wages  of  the  hate  con¬ 
vention,  and  to  defray  the  expences  of  holding  the  fame.  '' 

On  conlidenng  the  cnadting  claufe,  providing  for  the  payment  of 
their  wages,  &c.  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  MTene  to  amend,  by, inferring, 
that  a  quorum  of  the  faid  Convention  fhall  be  the  fame  as  the  quorum^ 
cf  the  General  Aifemblv,  conformable  to  the  lOth  and  12th  feftions  ot 


the  conhitution  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Fitzjimons,  I  very  much  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  Le- 
giflature  pofTeffes  the  power  mentioned  in  the  gentleman’s  amendment. 
What  right  have  we  to  fay  what  number  fnall  conftitute  a  quorum  in  the 
Convention  ?  The  objeH  of  the  law  before  us,  is  only  to  provide  for 
the  expence  that  mud  neceHarily  attend  their  fitting  ;  this,  hr,  cannot 
be  effeded  but  by  law,  as  it  is  a  difpoial  of  the  public  money  ;  but  what 
right  has  the  Houfe  to  form  rules  and  regulations  for  that  body  ?  cer¬ 
tainly  they  have  none — nor  could  any  diredions  be  given  them  by  hw. 
When  the  mcafure  of  colleding  a  Convention  was  adopted,  the  Houfe 
went  no  further  than  to  recommend  it  ;  a  law  for  this  purpofe  would 
have  been  improper,  and  a  refolution  was  ufed  ;  as  the  Legiflature  have 
not  hitherto  attempted  to  make  a  law  for  regulating  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention,  the  Houfe  will  not  certainly  come  into  it  now.  i 
conceive  the  gentleman  to  be  entirely  wrong  in  his  objed,  at  lead  it 
ftrikes  me  in  that  light,  and  I  cannot  think  of  agreeing  to  any  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  nature  he  propofes. 

Mr.  Ke^Kedj  conceived  that  thebufinefs  of  the  Houfe  at  prefent  wxis 
to  make  provifion  for  the  pay  of  the  members  of  Convention;  and  as 
the  regulations  had  been  nothing  hitherto  but  by  refolution,  it  would 
be  improper  to  add  any  thing  in  the  law.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
refolution  for  calling  a  Convention  was  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe,  but 
now  it  "Was  done,  he  would  leave  them  to  ad  as  they  pleafed,  as  he  wifh- 
ed  every  thing  to  the  advantage  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Clymer,  The  amendment,  fir,  is  extremely  foreign  to  the  de- 
fign  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  being  fo,  it  is  very  improper  to  be  grafted 
upon  it ;  but'fetting  this  objedion  afide,  though  it  is  of  fome  weight, 
let  me  afic  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  acknowledging  the  prin¬ 
ciple  held  up  in  the  amendment  ?  If  the  Houfe,  fir,  has  the  right  to 
lay  down  rules  for  the  condiid  of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  and 
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to  Oi,dLi  iiie  alieiidance  ot  two-tliirJs  of  tlie  members  to  confutiitc  3 
(]uorum,  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  rule,  the>  may  enjoin,  as 
yiTential  to  form  the  Convention,  the  attendance  of  every  member ;  and 
thus  It  mull  be  left  to  the  ddcretion  of  this  whether  that  body 

nail  ave  the  power  or  ability  to  adopt  a  plan  of  foederal  govemment, 
lor  winch  they  are  expreisly  chofen.  I'here  is  nothing  in  the  conhitu- 
tion  or  the  bate,  which  gives  to  the  General  AiTembly  the  power  of  rc- 
^  Convention  ]  it  had  not  an  idea  of  it  at  the  ttme  it  was  framed. 
'1  he  rules  and  regulations  of  that  body  muft  be  left  to  thernfelves,  and 

any  law  we  may  make,  miifl;  in  itfeif  be  void  and  nu^^atcry  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  cafe. 

IVIr.  Tli  Lenc,  I  cenfefs,  fir,  when  I  odered  this  amendment,  I  had 
■no  expedition  of  its  meeting  with  oppofiticn  from  any  quarter  of  the 
houfe;  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  was  ufed  to  call  the  Convention, 
and  I  believe  that  authority  wtas  as  good  as  any  that  could  be  employed 
or  the  purpofc  ;  as  to  the  propriety  of  having  a  Convention,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  about  it,  nor  do  I  mean  to  make  any.  The  gentlemen 
Com  the  city  fay  vve  have  no  right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  that  body.  \Vhy,  fir,  the  amendment  fays  nothing 
about  It  .  the  Convention  will  certainly  make  thofe  thernfelves  j  thev 
will  appoint  their  own  officers,  and  agree  upon  what  mode  they  will 
cendudt  tneir  bufinefs  in;  but  then  certainly  this  fdouie  ought  to  afeer- 
tain  wffiat  number  fhali  be  a  quorum.  Or  is  it  the  wdfn  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  a  few  of  the  near  counties  fhall  get  together  and  decide 
upon  the  bunnefs  before  the  others  can  attend  }  For  my  pan,  I  can  not 
fee  the  reafon  why  they  fhould  wifli  to  have  the  bufinefs  done  in  this 
manner,  nor  how  they  can  reconcile  it  to  tliat  propriety  which  a  bu¬ 
finefs  of  this  importance  demands.  I  have  no  doubt  but  all  the  coun¬ 
ties  W'ili  fend  deputies,  and  that  the  gentlemen  they  fend,  will  attend 
here  ns  dire^led  by  the  refolution  of  tlie  late  FToiife  ;  every  gentleman 
will  therefore  fee  the  propriety  of  the  propolbd  amendment ;  and  f 
mean  nothing  by  it  but  to  have  the  bate  fairly  reprefented  in  Conven¬ 
tion.  As  I  faid  before,  I  hope  gentlemen  do  not  wifli  a  few^  of  the  near 
counties  to  get  together  and  decide  before  the  others  cctme  dowm  ;  this 
is  furely  very  unfair  and  improper  ;  for  my  owm  part,  I  believe  the 
amendment  ought  to  l>e  adopted,  and  I  hope  the  IToufe  wall  agme  to  it. 

]\^r.  Pch’rs,  I  am  firuck  with  furprife  at  the  condiid  of  the  mem¬ 
ber  from  franklin,  that  he  fliould  think  tlie  Houfe  have  the  power  to 
direbl  the  Convention.  T  hat  the  Houfe,  and  no  other  body,  fir,  has 
power  to  provide  the  means  of  paying  the  expences  of  the  Convention, 
is  clear,  bccauffi  the  money  of  our  conflituents  cannot  be  difpofed  of 
by  any  other  means.  But  wm  have  no  riglit  to  fay  how  many  of  that 
Convention  fliall  be  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  the  bufinefs  for  wdiich 
they  are  defied,  nor  to  make  rules  for  them  to  ad  by.  Suppofe  we 
fhould  direct  their  attendance  under  fevere  penalties,  waiuld  it  be  pro¬ 
per,  or  would  not  fuch  an  interference  be  abfurd  and  nugatory  ?  wmuld 
the  members  eledcd  by  an  authority  paramount  to  the  I-cgifi'ature,  the 
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ib'\  Cfeigrj  autb.ority  of  the  people,  unfiiackkci  by  the  refliairit  of  a 
previous  conilitution ;  I  fay,  fir,  would  not  the  Convention  contemn 
your  order  ?  I  hope,  lir,  when  the  Convention  meet,  they  will  hand 
on  ibiid  ground,  and  not  by  the  hurry  the  gentleman  apprehends, 
defea’:  in  a  great  ineafure  the  object  of  their  appointment,  lhavc  coiv 
fidence  in  them,  that  if  but  a  few  meet  they  will  not,  by  a  hafty 
decifion,  determine,  becauie  it  will  iofe  that  refpeft ability  and  confe- 
quence,  which  a  fail  repreientation  muh  give  to  their  ratiheation  of 
the  fcederal  Conlfitution. 

Calling  a  Convention,  fir,  was  recommended  by  the  Leglflature,  and 
the  fovereignty  of  the  people  has  decided  upon  that  recommendation ; 
it  is  not  an  ac?t  of  the  Legiflatiire  that  the  Convention  exills,  it  is  the 
atf  of  the  people,  who  meeting  in  the  feveral  counties,  have  given  it 
ftability  by  fending  deputies.  No  law  was  equal  to  ol'>tain  this  end 
the  Legillature  could  not  by  their  power,  as  detuned  in  the  conilitution 
of  this  itate,  have  accoinplillied  this  objefl: ;  nothing  but  the  confent  of 
the  people  was  equal  to  it,  and  this  has  been  obtained.  The  gentle¬ 
man  mull  know  that  a  vote  of  the  Convention,  could  not  have  f) 
much  weight  if  adopted  in  the  manner  he  has  inlinuated  ;  nor  can  he 
fufpeft  that  the  members  will  decide  on  the  meeting  of  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber,  as  they  ipiull  dearly  fee  the  confequences  of  fuch  determination  ; 
for  which  reafon,  fir,  I  objeft  to  the  amendment,  not  only  as  unne-i- 
celTary,  but  perfeclly  nugatory,  if  it  is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Findley,  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Convention  ^yi^  be  free 
to  adopt  whatever  rules  and  regulations  they  may  think  proper,  and 
that  this  Houfe  has  not  the  power  to  fabjed:  them  to  any  penalties  foil 
their  conduff ;  but  this  is  not  the  quedion  propofed  by  the  amendment; 
if  it  was,  I  readily  agree  with  the  gentlemen  who  oppofe  it,  that  the 
interference  would  be  improper.  But  the  Houfe  on  a  former  cccafion 
did  direcl  the  Convention  as  to  the  time  wligii  they  fhould  meet  and  the 
place  where  ;  yet  I  can’t  think  any  penalty  could  arrife,  if  they  were 
to  make  alterations  in  thefe  particulars.  I  obferved  this  argument 
againd  rules  and  regulations  has  gone  thro’  all  that  has  been  laid  in 
oppodtion  to  the  motion,  but  1  think  it  dont  apply  ;  for  the  objecd  of 
the  amendment  was  neyer  thought  by  me  when  I  feconded  it,  to  make 
rules  and  regulations.  The  A&mbly  diredf  the  Convention  to  meet  at 
fuch  a  time  ;  now  this  time  happens  to  be  f)  fhort,  that  tke  member> 
from  the  back  country  cannot  come  in  time;  and  tho’  the  time  is  a- 
bout  the  fame  as  ordered  by  the  Conditution  for  the  meeting  ot  the 
general  Affembly  after  their  eieftion,  yet  that  is  an  inconvenience 
which  may  be  judly  complained  of.  I  think  the  time  for  their  meet¬ 
ing  is  fixed  at  two  weeks,  but  in  this  cafe  the  inconvenience  is  increa- 
fed,  as  the  moment  they  meet  they  enter  into  the  bufinefs  whicli  is  al¬ 
ready  prepared  for  them,  but  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  the  quorum 
of  tyo  thirds  mud  be  waited  for,  and  before  bufinefs  of  any  confe- 
queiice  can  be  gone  into,  a  Committee  is  appointed  to  wait  on  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  when  tlie  biifinefs  is  forwarded  to  the  Houfe,  it  mud  be  read 
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fcveral  times,  deliberated  .on,  and  three  times  confidered  in  a  bill, 
before  it  can  be  pall  into  a  law,  v/hich  delay  is  fafe  in  the  one  cafe 
but  not  in  the  other,  becaufe  the  bufinefs  is  of  another  nature.  It 
is  already  recommended  that  they  may  meet  at  fuch  a  time,  and  thofe 
who  meet,  arc  not  confined  to  any  particular  number  to  proceed  to 
bulinefs  ;  yet  it  is  true  when  met  h.ere  they  arc  at  liberty  to  go 
where  they  pleafe — but  fiill  I  think  as  to  the  number  they  ought  to  be 
rellric^Ied  ;  there  has  been  much  done  already  by  the  Legiflature  in  this 
bulineis,  and  it  will  be  right  to  gratify  the  people  further;  and  let  the 
number  be  refpedlable,  fomething  more  than  a  bare  majority  to  decide 
on  biifineis  of  this  importance,  fo  yiterelting  to  the  ifate  and  to  every 
individual :  all  I  wifi  for  in  fiipporting  the  amendment,  is  fair  play  to 
be  done  generally  to  all  ;  and  we  know  the  time  is  fo  fhort  for  them  to 
meet  in,  that  many  of  the  counties  cannot  be  reprefented  before  the 
others  decide,  and  there  may  be  no  occalion  for  them  at  all.  The 
manner  in  which  this  bufinefs  may  be  condudied  is  ground  of  jealoufy 
to  the  people,  and  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time, 
that  there  was  private  defigns  to  carry  this  meafure,  without  the  affent 
or  participation  of  the  back  counties  ;  I  fay  there  is  ground  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  near  counties  may  go  through  the  bufinefs  without 
any  refpedt  to  the  others,  and  that  is  ground  for  apprehenfion — 
now.  by  the  amendment  I  wifh  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  a 
few  to  tranfadf  this  bufinefs  without  the  concurrence  of  the  refl,  and 
thereby  remove  that  ground  of  fufpicion-  and  jealoufly,  which  the 
people  entertain  of  the  dekgns  of  thofe  who  wifli  to  prefs  this  meafure 
improperly. 

Mr.  Fitzfi-mvs  thought  the  ground  of  jealoufy  mention  by  the  gen¬ 
tleman  juft  feated,  did  not  exift,  or  was  removed — the  former  Houfe 
only  recommend  to  the  people  calling  a  Convention,  and  recommen¬ 
ded  too  that  the  Convention  fhould  meet  two  weeks  afterward — the 
peonle,  by  complying  with  that  recommendation,  fliew  their  approba¬ 
tion,  and  are  not  jealous  of  the  appointment.  Had  the  Houfe  pafled 
a  law  for  obtaining  a  Convention,  the  gentleman  would  at  that  time 
liave  told  you  that  you  had  no  right  to  pafs  a  law  for  this  purpofe, 
and  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  conftitution,  which  vefted  the  Lcgif-' 
laturc  with  no  power  that  could  eftefi  it — yet  that  gentleman  now  tells 
vou  tliat  it  is  proper  for  the  Houfe  to  graft  upon  the  bill  before  your 
directions  to  the  Convention,  with  which  the  Legiflature  has  nothing 
to  do.  If  aefting  by  law  in  relation  to  the  Convention  was  improper 
in  the  firft  inftance,  it  muft  be  equally  fo  in  the  prefent ;  if  it  was 
urged  then,  that  the  floufe  had  not  the  power  of  calling  a  Conven¬ 
tion  by  law,  certainly  the  gentleman  will  not  expeT  his  argument  to  be 
regarded  now.  He  will  rccolleH  a  Convention  was  only  recommen¬ 
ded  to  the  choice  cf  the  people,  and  if  any  of  the  counties  bad  de¬ 
clined  appointing  deputies  and  difregarded  the  recommendation  of  the 
Lef^iftature,  they  rnio-ht  have  done  fo  witliout  cenfure  ;  and  liere  he 
will  take  a  diftiavfion  between  recommending  a  conaud  to  the  pcopic, 
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and  attempting  to  tie  their  deputies  down  in  a  manner  which  the  Houfe 
can  have  no  pretenfions  to.  The  amendment  propofed  might  be  recom¬ 
mended,  but  even  of  that  there  is  no  necefiity,  as  the  deputies  will  no 
doubt  pciTefs  wifdom  and  integrity  fufticient  to  direfl  them  how  to 
a(d:  in  the  great  charge  committed  to  them  by  the  citizens  of  Pennfyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Logan,  The  objedion  of  the  gentleman  laft  up,  is  I  think  near¬ 
ly  this,  that  it  enables  the  minority  to  keep  the  majority  VvOiiting,  or 
in  other  words,  to  di(flate  to  them  and  prevent  them  from  proceeding 
to  bufmefs  ;  this  I  think  is  his  objection,  and  a  very  fufFicient  rcafcn 
it  is  againft  the  amendment,  but  I  fee  no  necedity  for  its  being  propofed  ; 
for  fuppofe  it  was  enaded  in  the  bill  before  us,  it  cannot  be  of  any 
life  becaufe  it  is  not  binding  on  them;  it  is  contrary  to  the  conftitution 
for  the  Houfe  to  interfere,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of 
government,  becaufe  it  puts  it  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  rule  the 
majority.  What  reafon  can  any  perfon  have  to  advocate  a  propofition 
like  this  ?  I  knov/  a  number  of  perfons  take  every  means  in  their  power 
to  defeat  the  adoption  of  the  federal  conditution,  and  I  believe  they 
will  be  equally  indefatigable  to  prevent  the  members  from  attending 
this  Convention — But  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bufinefs  of  forming  rules  be¬ 
longs  to  that  body  alone  ;  and  when  a  majority  of  delegates  have  met 
I  hope  they  will  proceed  in  the  bufinefs,  as  I  think  it  their  duty,  and 
not  come  into  a  method  of  tranfaHing  it  which  vrill  put  it  into  the 
power  of  a  minority  to  diHate  to  the  majority.  I  fhould  be  lead  to 
believe  that  thefe  gentlemen  are  the  advocates  of  an  ariilocracy  indeed, 
who  can  recommend  meafures  calculated  only  for  its  fupport. 

Mr.  M’Lene,  The  arguments  whicli  have  been  ufed  that  it  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  conftitution  1  can  fee  no  weight  in,  and  therefore  lliall  not 
reply  to  any  of  them,  but  with  regard  to  the  obfervation  which  is 
made  of  tiie  diftinftion  between  the  Houfe  recommending  to  call  a  * 
Convention,  and  giving  diredionsas  to  the  number  of  that  Convention 
which  is  to  conftitute  a  quorum  when  met,  I  fhall  only  remark,  that 
becaufe  the  Houfe  had  the  right  to  command  the  people  in  the  ftrft, 
it  does  not  follow  that  they  have  no  right  to  dired  the  other  ;  a.nd 
allowing  the  power  in  one  inftance,  is  but  a  bad  argument  to  con¬ 
tend  with  in  the  latter — however  I  fliall  merely  content  myfelf  on  the 
<|ueftion  v/ith  faying  yes,  and  calling  the  yeas  and  nays;  all  I  mean 
by  the  amendment  is  fair  play,  and  that  every  part  of  the  delegates  of 
the  people  may  alfemble  before  the  bulinefs  fhall  be  decided  by  a  few. 

I  have  as  good  reafon  too  fir,  for  fuppofing*  the  gentlemen  wiih  for 
this  advantage  to  get  their  meafure  adopted,  as  they  have  to  fufped 
me  of  a  deftgn  to  enable  the  minority  to  rule  over  the  majority — but 
I  dont  wifii  that  ;  I  only  wifn  fair  play,  and  that  every  part  of  the 
ftate  may  be  fairly  reprefented  before  the  bufinefs  is  decided  on. 

Mr.  Peters.  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  perceive  the  gentleman’s  objed.  I 
would  aft;  the  member  from  Weftmoreland,  docs  he  apprehend  that  the 
delegates  have  not  time  to  come  down  between  their  cledion  and  the 
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firll  meeting  ?  this  fterris  to  be  his  principal  reafon  for  advocating  the 
ainendment,  ancl  yet  the  time  is  as  rniicii  as  allowed  to  the  members 
of  Afieinbjy.  .Ooes  the^  gentleman  fufpe^t  that  they  will  not  come 
with  equal  celenty  on  this  occafion  ?  and  has  he  any  particular  ground 
for  fuch  fufpicion  ?  his  argument  of  want  of  time  cannot  be  allowed 
anv;  vveiglit,  when  gentlemen  confider  that  they  have  as  much  time  for 
the^i  hi  it  meeting  as  the  Affemblv,  and  a  day  more. 

^  ivTr.  kohinjon.^  d  he  gentleman  from  Franklin  mentions  a  didinftion 
tliat  has  been  taken,  but  he  has  not  replied  to  the  fubliance  nor  liated 
it  fairly,  tho’  even  as  he  ilated  it,  the  difdncdion  may  be  allowed  as 
far' as  it  goes — But  no  anfwer  has  been  to  this  point,  tho’  it  has  been 
feveral  times  repeated  by  the  gentlemen  wdio  hare  already  fpoken  on 
the  fubjed,  “  that  the  law  would  be  nugatory  in  itfelf,  which  fnould 
])retcnd  to  bind  the  deputies  in  Convention  f  and  moll  clearly  it  w^ould 
be  fo,  becaufc  the  power  by  which  they  are  conllitutcd  is  fuperior  to 
thofe  defineo.  by  the  Conlcitution  to  be  in  tlie  Flcu/e.  *1  he  calling  a 
Convention  was  not  fpecially  in  the  Legidature  ;  they  were  fenfible 
their  power  aid  not  extend  to  oblige  by  law  the  people  to  do  an  act 
never  intended  by  the  authority  of  our  frame  of  government  ;  thev 
iheiefore  cud  not  attempt  it  by  law'^ — therefore  they  only  rccominejidtd 
a  meafure  w  liicli  they  were  fausiied  the  genernl  good  of  the  United 
States  demanded,  and  this  more  for  the  fake  of  preferving  good  order 
and  decorum,  and  to  point  out  foine  general  rule  wiiich  if  the  people 
approved  they  might  comply  with,  than  for  any  thing  elfe,  for  the 
people  alone  were  equal  to  ordering  a  Convention ;  to  make  any  law  to 
this  eifed  would  have  been  as  nugatory  then,  as  this  amendment  would 
be  now  if  it  was  agreed  to.  — dhe  people  have  fhewn  their  higheft 
approbation  of  the  meafure  recommended,  by  going  into  the  election  ; 
that  is  fo  far  as  I  know,  but  I  believe  all  the  counties  in  the  date  have 
generally  acquiefeed  in  it,  and  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  due  attendance 
of  thole  gentlemen  whom  their  fellow  citizens  have  felecded  to  a  work 
of  this  importance,  llie  queiHon  therefore  now  is,  whether  the  Houfe 
fhall  pafs  a  la-Tv  to  define  the  number  whieli  fliall  confeitute  a  quorum, 
•and  enable  them  to  do  bufinefs  ?— but  as  the  Convention  don’t  affemble 
under  the  authority  of  the  Houfe,  but  under  an  authority  fuperior 
to  tl.e  authority  of  the  Lcgiflature,  under  the  authority  of  the  people, 
as  if  they  were  in  a  date  of  nature,  and  about  to  form  a  government 
for  rhemfelvcs  hereafter  ;  if  this  is  the  cafe,  no  authority  that  is  inferior 
can  pretend  to  bind  them  in  any  of  their  rules  or  adions ;  it  will  be 
therefore  contemptible  for  us  to  interfere  in  a  budnefs  where  this  in¬ 
terference  is  beyond  our  reach,  in  a  cafe  which  nothing  but  the  neecf- 
lity  difeovered  by  the  people  would  judify  them  in  undertakings 
i\lir.  Findley  did  not  expeft  tliey  were  to  go  into  a  difeudion  of  the 
tlicory  of  ap-pointing  a  Convention  ;  the  lefs  that  was  faid  about  it  the 
better,  and  therefore  he  would  take  no  further  notice  cf  it.  I  own  mv- 
felf  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  the  country  (Mr.  Peters)  for  difeo- 
vering  how  ignoraat  we  are  on  p  bufmefs  of  this  kind  ;  but  what  I 
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menn  at  prelent,  is  to  explain  the  words  I  ufed  which  he  has  referred  to. 
He  has  alhgued  as  a  reaidn,  that  the  Convention  have  time  enough  to 
meet  in,  becaufe  the  length  of  it  is  the  fame  as  what  the  Aifembly  have, 
and  a  dav  more  ;  it  is  true  that  is  the  cafe — but  W'hen  I  made  the  obfer- 
vation,  \  complained  it  w^as  an  inconvenience,  that  the  Conftitution 
had  affixed  fo  fliort  a  period  for  the  meeting  of  .tlie  AiTembly  ;  but  then 
the  inconvenience  is  not  lo  great  as  in  the  prefent  caffi ;  becaufe  when 
the  Affiembly  do  meet  they  have  to  appoint  Committees,  and  fomc 
time  expires  before  any  buhnels  of  importance  can  be  even  prepared  ; 
thc}^  haW  to  originate  laws,  and  can  do  nothing  concluiively  for  a 
length  of  time,  Efficient  to  enable  the  whole  to  meet.  Men  that  are 
the  beft  prepared  to  fet  off  on  tbe  execution  of  the  t^uft  conngned  to 
them — men  wdio  have  their  horfes  ready  for  the  jouiney,  cannot  get 
do\vn  in  the  time  allow^ed  ;  but  there  is  another  reafon,  which  requires 
more  time  for  thefc  gentlenien.  i  he  prothonotaries  of  tlie  countiCvS 
arc  direded  immediately  to  notify  the  members  of  Affembly  of  their 
appointment,  but  this  diredion  is  omitted  in  the  refolutiori  for  calling 
a  Convention,  and  the  Delegates  are  left  to  the  accidental  repoits 
they  may  hear  from  their  neighbours  ;  for  no  one  is  obliged  to  gi^c 
them  notice  of  their  eledion.  I  fay,  the  members  of  Aflembly  froni 
the  diftant  counties,  cafmot  attend  in  time,  that  is  tlierefore  no  reafon 
that  the  delegates  in  Convention  can  do  fo.  ^  I  had  thought  the  Houfe 
would  come  cheerfully  into  the  amendment,  in  order  to  prevent  the  jea- 
loufy  and  fufpicion  occafioned  by  the  precipitancy  of  the  meafure  ; 
give  the  Convention  time  to  affemble,  and  I  havc^  no  doubt  but  they 
win  perform  their  duty  with  the  prudence  and  diicretion  which  they 

ought. 

Mr.  Lewis,  If  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  as 
is  apprehended  by  the  gentlemen  ivho  advocate  the  amendment,  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  tbe  delegates  of  the  neighbouring  counties  to  aflhm- 
ble,  and  ffiiiih  the  bufineff  before  the  didant  ones  could  attend  p  and  if 
it  w^as  in  the  power  of  the  Legillaturc  to  control  their  proceedings,  I 
fliould  not  be  found  in  oppofition  :  But  I  take  it  for  granted,  thofe 
furmifes  are  totally  unfounded,  and  that  on  the  ground  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Pennfylvania  have  full  fecurity  in  the  integrity  and  wifdom  of 
thofe  gentlemen  in  whom  they  have  placed  an  unbounded  confidence, 
by  delegating  them  to  tranfaft  this  important  and  interefling  bufinefs. 
They  have  no  doubt  confidered  well  how  far  each  of  them  are  wor¬ 
thy  of  that  confidence,  by  a  review  of  their  charaTers  and  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  their  fentiments,  and  elefted  none  in  whom  they  had  not  a 
firm  belief  of  their  ability  and  veracity.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  tbe 
mod  perfea  reliance  on  the  members  to  that  Convention,  and  afiure 
myfelf,  they  wiih  their  meeting  to  be  as  full  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
pive  dignity  and  force  to  their  decifions,  which  a  partial  reprefentatmn 
mud  of  confequence  diminifh.  Now,  as  I  can  t  fee  any  ground  lor 
fuppofing  the  meafure  will  be  improperly  hurried  by  the  gentlemen  m 

whom  our  condituents  repofe  fuch  efpecial  trud,  and  becaufe  I  fee  they 
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muft  deftroy  in  a  great  meaOirc,  t’ne  defirable  cbjeft  in  view,  if  any 

unwarrantable  expeamon  is  ufed,  I  ihali  not  conibnt  to  inftruft  them 
in  what  they  are  to  do. 

M/hether  it  is  reafonable  or  not,  that  a  quorum  of  reprefentatives  of 
an  independent  fate  fhould  confif  of  the  number  mentioned  m  the 
amcnv^inent,  oi  wnether  a  lefs  majority  or  a  bare  majority  would  be 
more  adyi  table,  I  fhall  not  undertake  to  fay,  becaufe  it  is  a  matter 
with  Winch  this  fioufe  has  nothing  to  do,  inafmuch  as  it  particularly 
relates  to  a  frame  of  government  or  conftituticn  of  focietp.  No  law 
cieciaring  for  a  niajority  of  two-thirds  could  be  oblieatory  upon  the 
people,  txiough  the  Houfe  of  Afernbly  are  undoubtedly  compelled  to 
iubmit  to  this  regulation,  becaufe  when  our  government  was  framed. 
It  was  then  declared  and  fipulated,  that  two-thirds  of  the  members  from 
all  tlm  counties  who  defied,  llioold  be  requifxte  to  form  the  exiftence 
of  a  General  Affembly.  b^lie  gentlemen  who  fupport  the  amendment, 
have  not  diianguifhed  m  the  point  they  noticed  ;  they  argue  indeed, 
tuat  as  the  Houfe  did  dired  calling  a  Convention,  that  they  have  the 
powtu-  aifo  to  dired  the  regulation  of  that  body.  But  this,  Mr. 
^  pea  apprehend  does  not  foliov/  ;  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  had 
beco^me  inch,  as  to  make  it  neceffary  for  the  people  to  feek  fecurity  un¬ 
der  fome  mode  of  government  other  than  what  obtained  amongft  us. 
.Aiorm  has  been  laid  do'.vir  by  the  collefted  wifdom  of  a  fcederal  Con- 
vi^ntion  appointed  to  correct  the  evil  ;  nay,  to  fave  the  union  from  im- 
penciing  ruin  ;  and  a  mode  was  devifed  by  them  to  make  it  neceffary 
for  each  Legillature  in  the  feverai  fta':es  to  declare  whether  they  would 
or  would  not  recommend  to  their  conftituents,  the  calling  a  Conven¬ 
tion  .to  ratify  the  frame  of  government  preferited  them.  "^The  Koufe 
haci  therefore  a  right  under  this  exercife  of  fovereign  authority  by  the 
jjcopie,  to  fay  wneffer^r  rmt  they  approved  what  was  propofed  to  them 

meafure,  piro- 


to  av-t  upon.  The  Houle  fatislied  of  the  propriety  of  the  i 
ceed  under  the  lame  authority  to  recommend  to  the  citiz' 
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3}  lvania,^that  they  delegate  proper  perions  to  a  Hate  Convention  ;  but 
the  Houle  had  no  power  to  pafs  a  lav/  obliging  the  inhabitants  to  hold 
luch  eleflion  ;  they  iiad  even  no  right  to  fay  the  people  Hiould  or  Ihculd 
not  choofe  deputies.  If  the  Legillature  had  declared  they  lliould  make 
choice,  the  people  might  refufe  ;  and  did  we  fay  thev  lliould  not,  the 
forbjdance  mull  be  futile  ;  it  being  not  the  fad  that  the  Convention 
originated  oris  fupportedby  tlic  authority  of  the  x'\ffembly,  fo  no  ad  of 
ours  can  in  any  wife  be  binding  upon  them  ;  the  bufinefs’came  into  cx- 
iflence  under  the  people — the  mode  of  interference  lor  the  Lcgifiatures 
was  kid  Qown,  in  conformity  with  v/hicli  the  late  Houfe  recommended 
un  cledion  for  ueputies,  and  the  people  Iiave  generally  met  as  recom¬ 
mended,  as  fell  as  niy  information  extencis ;  perliaps  all  have  held  an 
election,  and  v/hen  the  incmoers  are  met,  tnev  will  be  under  an  autho- 
Tity  diifercnt  fiom  tiuit  or  tne  Legillature  ;  ilicy  will  be  under  an  au- 
tnority  paramount  to  the  authority  oi  this  Houfe — by  which  I  would 
be  underkced  to  mean  the  fupreine  original  authority  of  the  people 
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large,  who  have  a  right  to  delegate  to  tham  all  poM^ers  winch  they 
judge  it  proper  to  inveft  deputies  with,  appointed  to  adopt  and  concur 
in  a  plan  of  government,  which  promifes  them  and  their  pofterity  per¬ 
fect  fecurity,  liberty  and  happinefs.  The  AiTembly  tiren,  fir,  did  pro¬ 
per  to  determine  on  recommending,  whether  a  Convention  fhould  be 
called  or  not,  becaufe  they  were  required  to  make  this  decifion;  but 
they  have  no  right  to  proceed  further,  and  lay  down  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  that  Convention,  becaufe  that  body  ifands  on  fuperior  ground 
to  what  we  occupy,  inafrnuch  as  they  are  bound  to  no  forms  by  a  pre¬ 
vious  conllitiition. 

But  let  me  turn  a  moment  to  afic  the  advocates  for  this  reftridion, 
what  may  be  the  confeqivinces  if  this  dodrine  is  allowed  ?  If  they  pof- 
fefs  the  right  to  fay  that  two-thirds  fhall  be  a  quorum,  they  poffefs  the 
right  of  faying  alfo  that  nine-tenths  muft  be  the  number ;  nay,  they 
may  go  further,  and  require  the  prefence  and  confent  of  every  indi¬ 
vidual.  And  what  confeqiiences  will  refult  from  a  power  of  this  na¬ 
ture  r  it  will  enable  the  Legiflature  to  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  peo^ 
pie  ;  and  although  every  county  having  chofen  delegates,  and  they  are 
difpofed  to  ratify  the  Conlntution,  yet  it  is  rendered  impradicabie  by 
fuch  interference  ;  wherefore  the  lefs  authority  fuperfeedes  its  para¬ 
mount,  and  fuppreiTes  a  meafure  reiting  upon  authority  fuperior  to  what 
itfelf  polfelTes ;  it  is  not  only  irrational  but  abfurd,  to  fuppofc  a  right 
of  this  kind  veiled  in  the  Legiflature  ;  beiide,  if  this  power  is  acknow¬ 
ledged,  it  goes  even  to  prevent  that  body  from  fitting  at  all,  or  to  be 
adjourned  for  feven  years  to  come,  and  by  fuch  law  defeat  the  wiflies 
of  the  people.  I  don’t  think,  fir,  that  either  the  member  who  intro¬ 
duced  the  amendment,  or  the  gentleman  who  feconded  it,  have  any  in¬ 
tentions  of  this  nature  by  their  motion,  but  I  bring  tliefe  confequences 
into  view,  that  the  Houfe  may  fee  from  them  the  impofiibiiity  of  pof- 
fefling  powers  which  the  amendment  infers  we  have.  I  fubmit  it  to 
every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  and  I  fubmit  it  vcith  confidence,  that 
the  Houfe  from  its  relation  to  the  people,  and  to  the  Convention,  can 
have  no  right  to  make  laws  for  the  condud  of  a'  fuperior  body,  and 
becaufe  fuch  power  involves  in  it  a  confeflion  that  we  may  prevent  the 
Convention  from  deliberating  on  what  they  have'  been  chofen  for. 
It  is  impoffible  from  thefe  circuniflances,  that  the  Convention  can  be 
within  the  power  of  the  Houfe,  but  reils  upon  the  people  in  general ; 
it  is  a  matter  not  mentioned  in  our  Conflitution,  which  no  where  afligns 
us  fuch  powers,  nor  had  any  of  the  kind  in  contemplation  at  its  forma¬ 
tion.  It  is  impoflible  that  the  Convention  can  be  within  the  power 
cf  the  Houfe,  becaufe  it  originates  upon  higher  authority  than  a  legif- 
lative  ;  and  becaufe  it  would  be  dangerous  it  fhould,  as  it  involves  an 
acknowledgment  of  a  right  to  defeat  the  fupreme  power  of  the  people. 
It  is  alfo  certain,  that  if  the  Houfe  had  this  power,  there  exifts  no  oc- 
caflon  for  exerciflng  it,  as  the  deputies  to  Convention  are  worthy  of  our 
confideilce  ;  and  the  inconvenience  itus  fuppofed  to  corred,  could  not 
take  place,  as  it  mull  defeat  the  objed  of  thofe  who  might  attempt  it — 
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from  all  whien  reafons  I  conclude,  that  the  amendment  is  improper  and 
nugatory,  wherefore  the  Houfe  will  reject  it. 

The  queftion  was  now  taken  on  the  amendment,  which  was  determin¬ 
ed  in  the  negrative. 

The  Speaker  afked  Mr.  M’Lean  if  he  perfiiled  in  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  but  he  declined  it.  However  the  following  members  role  in 
its  fupport  : 

Meflrs.  M’Lene^  Findley^  Piper^  APCalmsjif,  Mily,  Beale,  Clark, 
M'  Dobell,  F lama  her  and  Allifon. — 10. 

The  bill,  entitled,  an  aTfor  furnifiiing  the  quota  of  troops  requir¬ 
ed  by  Congrefs  for  the  protedion  of  the  wedern  frontiers,  and  for 
other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,’’  was  read  a  third  tiime,  and  confider- 
ed  by  pan^graphs ; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  cngrolTed  for  the  purpofe  of  being  enaded  into  a 
law. 

Mr.  Peters  called  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  report  on  the  petition 
of  Richard  Wells  and  John  Clifford,  which  being  done,  the  following 
debate  arole  upon  the  firft  refolution  propofed. — (See  pape  47.) 

Mr.  Fit^fmons  would  juft  obferve,  that  the  report  ftated  feveral  good 
reafons  to  prove  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  relinquiPn  that 
(hare  of  the  forfeiture,  and  quoted  precedents  to  prove  the  Houfe  had 
l^een  in  the  exercife  of  that  authority,  therefore  it  became  unneceffary 
to  repeat  them.  But  there  is  a  circumftance  attending  the  cafe,  wdiich 
makes  it  more  fmgularly  hard  than  even  the  offence,  being  committed 
without  their  knowledge  and  approbation  ;  which  is,  that  it  v/as  out  of 
their  power  to  prevent  it,  becaufe  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  fpring  the  law 
was  paffed,  while  the  Ihip  was  on  her  voyage  to  this  port,  and  the  own¬ 
ers  could  not  in  that  time  have  appointed  other  officers ;  the  objed  of 
the  law  is  well  known  to  be  the  better  colledion  of  the  revenue  ;  but 
till  within  this  year  paft,  the  revenue  laws  of  England  itfelf,  fo  fevere 
in  its  trade-laws,  never  extended  fo  far  as  to  a  condemnation  of  the  vef- 
fel  for  the  offence  of  a  fingle  mariner.  Under  this  law,  I  fay  fir,  the 
veffel  has  been  condemned ;  but  I  prefume  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the 
owners,  formed  no  part  of  the  confiderations  of  either  the  judges  or  jury, 
who  attended  only  to  the  ftrid,  literal  words  of  the  feTion,  which  diredfts 
the  forfeiture.  In  England,  fir,  from  which  we  draw  much  of  our  ju- 
rifprudence,  they  have  a  board  of  commiffioners  enabled  to  judge  upon 
the  equity  of  the  cafe,  and  if  it  be  found  an  hardfhip,  they  releafed  unto 
the  injured  whatjuftice  required.  A  power  of  this  kind  it  appears  is 
vefted  only  in  the  Legiftature  of  Pennfylvania,  if  this  is  proved  ;  and 
nothing  but  the  aft  of  the  Houfe  can  remedy  the  embarrafiment  of  the 
owners — and  it  is  proved  to  fatisfadion,  that  thefe  perfons  merit  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  General  Alfembly.  1  hope  the  indulgence  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  them,  and  the  nextclaufe  agreed  to  alfo,to  prevent  this  Houle 
in  future  being  troubled  with  applications  of  a  fimilar  nature. 

Mr.  Peters.  The  Commiffioners  were  fatisfied  before  they  brought 
in  the  report,  that  the  law  was  a  fevere  one,  and  the  cafe  of  the  owmers 
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Vvas  fmgularly  liarci^becaafe  it  was  a  cafe  they  could  not  provide  againfl', 
with  all  the  human  forefight  of  the  wifeft  men.  If  the  Houfe  think 
the  levere  and  rigid  cxercife  of  the  law*  may  in  fomc  cafes  be  impolitic 
and  unjud,  they  may  be  lead  to  eonclude  the  prefent  to  be  one  of 
them  ;  and  if  the  Iloufe  are  inclined  to  mitigate  its  feverity,  the  own¬ 
ers  will  hill  fuffer  enough  to  teach  them  caution  in  the  choice  of  the 
officers  and  men  with  whom  they  entriUt  their  veffeis  or  their  proper¬ 
ty.  d  he  quehion  before  us  is  not  whether  the  owners  are  to  lole  two- 
thirds  or  onc-half ;  for  at  any  rate,  they  will  be  fufficiently  muldf, 
fliould  the  lofs  be  but  the  fmallell  furn  j  and  the  objcdl;  of  the  law  will 
be  effected,  becaufe  it  is  not  the  ruin  of  the  merchant  it  feeks  but  his 
correftion.  Your  Committee  looked  carefully  into  the  law,  to  dif- 
cover  if  the  power  of  remitting  forfeitures  had  been  conhgned  to  the 
executive;  we  examined  the  coniiitution  with  care  alfo, that  we  might 
not  be  lead  to  interfere  with  powers  veiled  in  council ;  and  the  refult 
of  rhele  enquiries  was,  that  the  Houfe  alone  poflelTes  the  powef  of  relin- 
quilhing  forfeitures,  in  proof  of  which  fome  argument  and  precedents 
are  fubmitted  in  the  report.  The  queftion  that  now  prefents  is,  whe¬ 
ther  this  is  a  cafe  to  wdiich  the  lenity  of  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
tended  ?  1  prefume  it  is  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  inftance  of  a  forfeiture 
impofed  on  the  innocent,  and  becaufe  the  lofs  after  all  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  accomplifh  tlie  objedl  of  the  law.  However  it  may  be  political, 
generally  to  miikl  the  oivners  for  the  faults  of  thofe  they  employ,  yet 
the  impoffibility  of  prevention  Ihould  plead  an  excufe  in  the  prefent, 
and  on  thefe  confiderations  it  appears  to  me  a  cafe  worthy  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  Houfe.  I  know  nothing  of  the  particulars  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  nor  what  was  fraudulenly  landed,  but  I  obferve  the  opinion  of  ' 
the  judges  wdio  mull  have  been  acquainted  with  all  the  evidence  that 
occurred ;  and  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  owners  are  not  culpable 
nor  privy  to  the  fraud.  I  am  an  enemy  to  fmuggling,  and  look  upon 
it  as  a  Clime  of  a  heinous  nature,  and  very  mifehievous,  not  only  as  it 
affecis  the  public  funds,  but  injures  the  honelt  and  deferving  citizen  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  do  not  look  upon  it  right  to  ruin  an  indi¬ 
vidual  for  an  offience  of  this  nature,  in  which  he  had  no  participa¬ 
tion  ;  yet  at  the  fame  time  did  I  think  the  owners  guilty  of  any  con-* 
r.ivance  at  the  fraud,  I  fhould  not  confent  to  relinquidi  the  forfeiture. 
But  I  believe  it  appears  very  clear,  that  they  were  totally  unacquainted 
with  the  landing  of  the  goods,  had  no  property  in  any  thing  that  was 
run,  but  on  th*e  contrary,  were  careful  to  prevent  any  illicit  pradices 
by  their  frequent  orders  to  forbid  any  thing  being  fent  on  fhore,  until 
it  was  duly  entered  at  the  cuilom  houfe.  I  hope  the  Houfe  are  con¬ 
vinced  they  have  the  riglit  to  relinquifn  forfeitures ;  that  they  have 
hitherto  exercifed  that  right,  and  that  as  this  is  a  cafe  peculiarly  hard, 
they  will  think  it  but  jud  to  relieve  the  owners,  who  will  dill  luffer 
fufficiently  to  teach  them  and  others  caution  in  future. 

Mr.  Findley,  When  this  bufinefs  was  lad  before  the  Houfe,  I  objedf- 
ed  to  it  for  the  reafoiis  I  then  made  ufe  of — I  think  dill  the  fame  reafons 
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apply  fully  againO:  the  doctrine :  But  with  refpect  to  the  peculi- 
arity  of  the  cafe  inunediately  under  confideratiun,  a  certihcate  from 
Judges  has  been  mentioned,  from  which,  if  I  imdcriiand  it  right, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  owners  were  abfolutely  concerned  in  the 
fraud,  I  confefs  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  pradiice  of  merchants 
in  unbadmg  their  veilLds,  or  whether  it  is  likely  that  if  they  had  a 
participation  in  running  the  goods,  fach  evidence  could  be  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  an  addon,  not  againll  them  but  againit  their  veiTel,  but  I  think 
the  owners  mud  be  very  limple  indeed,  who  could  not  adt  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  to  prevent  the  evidence  coming  forward.  I  believe  they  might 
contrive  to  have  their  officers  or  men  out  of  the  way,  at  lead  fo  far  fo 
as  not  to  have  them  come  forward  and  confront  their  own  witnefies ; 
therefore  I  apprehend,  that  a  negative  tedimoney  would  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  the  Houfe  to  fet  afide  the  determination  of  a  court 
of  judice,  and  refeind  the  execution  of  their  laws.  ^  The  gentleman 
who  brought  in  the  report  dates  a  number  of  precedents  to  prove,  that 
the  Houfe  have  power  to  interfere ;  but  I  know  fo  far  as  this,  that  it 
is  contrary  to  any  thing  I  have  ever  feen  done  in  the  Houfe.  From  the 
indances  held  out  in  the  report,  it  feems  to  deny  the  power  to  remit 
forfeitures  being  in  Council,  but  yet  this  application  of  the  owners  of 
the  diip  Anna  has  been  decided  on  by  them.  I  meant  if  I  had  time 
to  look  into  this  matter,  and  have  been  prepared  to  decide,  but  at 
prefent  it  drikes  me  as  extremely  improper  for  the  Floufe  to  have  the 
power  to  make  laws,  and  to  refeind  their  execution.  I  know  it  is  not 
pradiifed  in  any  other  government,  wherefore  it  cannot  be  right  here. — 
It  is  no  doubt  at  all  times  a  hard  cafe,  that  the  innocent  fliould  be 
punidied  for  the  guilty  ;  but  it  is  not  the  Legiflature  who  can  redrefs 
the  WTong.  If  the  courts  of  judice  have  done  their  duty  conformably 
with  the  laws,  and  the  Council  have  dec  ided  upon  that  propriety, 
they  both  have  done  right.  It  is  alleged  that  the  right  of  remitting 
forfeitures  has  not  been  given  up  by  tlie  people,  and  therefore  no  part 
of  the  trud  repofed  in  Council ;  but  this  is  not  the  fad,  for  Council  have 
decided  upon  tbefy  cafes  as  within  their  jurifdidion  ;  there  has  been 
more  than  the  dedfions  of  Council  in  this  cafe  ;  there  has  been  ad¬ 
judications  of  the  courts,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  prefen  ted  you. 
Now  if  our  laws  have  been  legally  executed,  we  have  nothing  more 
to  do  with  them,  for  on  no  pretext  can  the  Legifiature  refeind  the 
execution  of  the  Law.  They  may  repeal  the  law  itfelf,  but  cannot  fet 
adde  the  decifions  made  under  it.  1  he  gentleman  laPc  up  owns  the 
law  has  fomegood  died  ;  that  the  owners  will  be  fuhicicntly  punifhed, 
and  warn  others  from  the  like  pradices  ;  but  what  if  you  give  them  the 
forfeited  property,  will  the  law  then  haye  the  good  elTed  ?  will  not 
all  owners  take  care  to  prevent  teftimony  commencing  agrdnft  them, 
to  prove  a  participation  in  fmuggling  ?  and  will  not  they  then  be  equally 
entitled  to  lenity  wdth  the  petitioners  ?  the  confequcnces  every  member 
will  dilcover,  without  my  adding  any  thing  further.  I  he  gentleman 
mentions  a  nccdfity  of  remitting  forfeitures  in  feme  inRances;  but  that 
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tills  power  is  certainly  with  Council,  has  been  exerclfed  by  Council, 
and  exercifed  even  upon  the  application  of  thefe  men — therefore  the 
Houfe  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  will  refule  the  refolution, 

Mr.  Peters  was  not  fatisficd  by  the  gentleman’s  (Mr.  Findley)  ar¬ 
guments  on  a  former  occafion,  nor  with  his  arguments  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  that  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  had  not  cognizance  of  forfeitures. 
He  fays  it  is  againil  the  principles  and  rules  of  all  government,  tor  the^ 
Lcgiflature  to  "exercife  the  powers  of  deciding  upon  the  execution  ot 
any  laws,  or  to  make  a  law  and  repeal  the  execution  ;  how  far  Hs  ob- 
fervation  is  true  of  other  governments  I  do  not  fay,  but  we  muft  taxe 
this  one  as  we  find  it.  If  there  are  defeHs  in  it,  and  an  improper  dif- 
tribution  of  the  Legillative  and  Executive  powers,^^\vc  cannot  help  it, 
but  wc  muft  remedy  the  error  as  well  as  we  can.  ^ecaUiC  of  tnis  d'c* 
fedf  in  our  government,  fliali  the  laws  operate  with  mijiifliiiable  and 
unprecedented  feverity  ?  are  thefe  perfons  to  fuffer  injufticc,  Decaufe^ 
the  Conftitution  has  'not  fuificiently  feperated  the  principal  branches  of 
the  crovernment  ?  are  they  to  labour  under  opprefiion,  became  cvuis  .^rc 
appfehended  ?  I  truft  they  are  not— but  for  my  part  fir  I  cannot  fee 
any  evil  that  will  refult  from  extended  lenity  to  the  owners  of  the  fliip 
Anna  ;  for  I  faid  before,  it  never  can  be  the  intention  of  the  law^  to 
ruin  the  innocent,  but  to  reeftify  the  error  of  the  guilty,  by  making 
them  examples  to  others.  As  to  what  the  gentleman  fays  of  the  decin- 
on  of  the  court,  it  cannot  interfere  with  us,  becaufe  they  were  bound 
to  decide  according  to  law,  and  could  not  confequentiy  avoid  a  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  Ihip.  It  was  alfo  with  great  propriety  that  Council  re¬ 
jected  the  application,  becaufe  they  had  not  a  right  to  reiiiiquifn  the 
property  of  the  ftate  to  any  perfon.  But  this  power  is  clearly  in  the 
Houfe,  becaufe  it  is  a  part  of  that  fovereignty  of  the  ppple  with  which 
they  have  not  parted  to  the  executive,  and  we,  as  their  repreientative^ 
or  Legifiators,  are  only  adequate  to  the  objeH  ;  former  Houfes^  of  Af¬ 
fembly  have  decided  in  this  manner.  It  is  a  part  of  the  fovereignty  ot 
the  people  I  fay,  which  they  did  not  part  with  when  the  Conftitutioa 
was  formed;  this  is  a  cafe  not  provided  for  by  the  Convention,  as  i 
wmuld  be  able  clearly  to  [hew  by  confulting  the  books.  T  nis  fir  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  a  hard  cafe,  and  if  the  Houfe  join  with  me  in  that  fenti- 
ment,  I  fhall  infill  upon  it  that  they  have  the  power  to  redrefs  the 
grievance.  I  am  as  averfe  to  fpecial  interferences  of  this  kind  as  the 
member  from  Weftmoreland,  and  as  fenfible  of  their  improprity ;  the 
Committee  were  under  the  fame  impreffion,  and  went  furtner  than 
ly  attending  the  particular  cafe  of  the  petitioners.  They  have  ofiered 
you  another  refolution,  in  order  to  put  this  power  where  it  ougiit  to 
be,  but  where  I  infill  it  is  not  ;  for  I  am  not  convinced  by  ti.e  gentle¬ 
man’s  arguments,  either  againil  the  corrirnitmtent  of  the^  petuton  oi 
aorainll  the  propofed  refolution,  that  Council  are  invelled  with  authoritv" 
to  relinquifh  forfeitures,  tho’  their  right  to  remit  finp  and  penalties  is 
clear ;  I  fay  they  have  no  power  to  do  it,  but  I  think  they  ought  to 

ha^'e,  and  therefore  hope  a  law  may  be  ena^^led  to  yeft  them  with  it 
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future  ;  for  I  do  not  vvilli  the  Houfe  to  be  troubled  on  thefe  cccaiionf, 
I  do  not  wiih  the^  Houfe  to  adopt  the  find  refoletion,  unlefs  they  think 
the  caie  fo  oppreinve  as  hard,  and  to  require  their  intcrpolition  ;  but  if 
.they  are  convinced  of  this,  they  will  not  heftate  about  the  right  ofdo^ 
ing  it,  vvhicli  is  clearly  with  us  and  us  alone,  until  transfer  it^  to  the 
executive,  wdiere  I  conceive  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Imdley,  1  he  diilniLtion  which  the  gentleman  has  drawn  be¬ 
tween  the  powers  of  Council  to  remit  fines. and  penalties,  but  not  for¬ 
feitures,  is  perfectly  novel  to ,  me,  and  I  apprehend  to  moil  others. 
Council  themfeives  do  not  underhand  it  as  he  has  defined  it,  becaufe 
1  apprehend  their  decifion  on  a  finiilar  application  of  the  petit'oners 
proves  the  contrary.  1  his  being  the  cafe,  it  is  not  for  us  to  draw  a 
diifintfion  not  common  in  favour  of  our  own  poweis,  but  rather  in 
favour  of  tlieexecutive,  to'whom  it  is  acknowledged  it  ought  to  belong  ; 
but  as  I  faid  ^'^efore,  I  have  not  examined  it  as  1  intended  for  want  of 
time  ;  and  f  apprehend  it  is  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  importance,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  flightly  patTed  ov'er  without  invefiigation.  I  think, 
moreover,  tlie  power  recommended  to  us  to  excrcjfe,  fnould  be  vefied 
in  the  executive,  from  the  verp' nature  of  our  republican  government, 
which  requires 'the  Icgillative,  judicial  and  executive  branches  to  be 
kept  dillinbf.  When  a  cafe  of  this  kind  comes  before  a  Legiflature, 
3t  is  always  fui'e  to  find  advocate'^,  becaufe  it  intereiis  tlie  feelings  of 
humanitv,  and  thefe  feelings  will  ahvays  be  the  means  of  preverting 
the  Legifiature  from  their  duty  to  comply  with  the  diefates  cf  their 
Hearts  ;  from  which  it  is  clear  they  ought  never  to  fufi'er  applications 
of  this  nature  to  come  before  them  at  all.  \¥e  fee  in  the  feveral  in- 
fiances  mentioned  in  the  report,  that  having  once  gone  wrongs,  ano¬ 
ther  and  fiill  another  foliciration  comes  forward  and  is  complied  witlw 
]*or  thefe  reafons  I  fhoiild  be  againfi:  the  refolution,  becaufe  I  do  not 
think  the  diilincfion  good,  by  which  it  is  attemptCvd  to  prove  wc  have 
the  power,  and  becaufe  it  is  improper  to  explain  this  part  of  the  Coo- 
fiitution  in  our  own  favour,  as  if  is  an  improper  power  for  the  Legifia¬ 
ture  to  exerede,  efpecially  as  our  feelings  mufc  be  intercfled  and  m.ay 
mii'lead  us.  I  feel  in  the  prefent  infiance  as  much  as  any  one,  but  J 
conceive  it  my  duty  to  go  no  further  in  relieving  it,  than  is  diftated  by 
our  frame  of  government  ;  if  we  once  exceed,  there  is  no  knowledge 
w  here  wc  fiiall  flop,  becaufe  any  member  may  interefi:  others  in  fimilar 
cafes,  by  which  the  ciTicacy  of  our  laws  will  be  lofi',  and  the  executive 
Vvlll  no  longer  have  to  attend  to  the  propter  execution  of  our  laws.  I 
have  no  doubt  Imt  gentlemen  fee  plainly  the  ill  efieHs  tliat  will  arife 
from  this  precedent,  and  prevent  tiiein  by  refuiing  the  refolulion. 

Mr.  Fi/2jh/ro?/s.  'I  he  Idoufe  will  advert  to  the  next  refolution  and 
provifo,  by  which  it  will  be  feen  that  there  is  no  danger  of  fimilar  ap^ 
plications,  as  a  difpenfing  power  will  hereafter  be  in  the  e;<ccutive : 

,  But  I  donk  vviih  the  gentlemen  to  decide,  until  they  are  certain  the 
power  is  in  tlic  Houfe  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  would  be  very  far  from 
.*  confent  to  the  mcafure,  if  I  believed  the  power  already  veft^ 
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t;d  in'  Council.  If  gentlemen  mean  to  contend  this  fubjcifi,  they  will 
have  time  enough  after  liifFering  the  Inil  to  be  brought  in,  and  may 
prepare  tiiCinfch/es  againil  its  final  iffue. 

,  Mr.  CAymer.  i  think  the  member  from  Wehmoreland  has  not  attend¬ 
ed  to  the  certiheate  df  the  judges  in  favour  of  the  petitioners,  as  he 
terms  it  only  a  negative  evidence,  that  tine  owners  did  not  participate 
with  the  p^ribns  who  committed  the  fraud.  If  hc^  read  the  certificate 
with  attention,  he  mud  have  found  that  it  contained  the  moff  pofitive 
teftimony  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  give  ;  for  they  fay  not 
only  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  owners  had  any  participation  or 
l^riowledge  of  the  fraud,  but  that  they  exerted  themfelves  to  prevent 
any,  by  giving  orders  to  that  effeid;  ;  but  the  gentleman  is  pleafed  to 
caildhis  negative  teilimony;  for  wdiat  reafon  is  bed  known  to  himfeif. 
He  fiys  alfo,  that  the  Iloufe  has  net  exercifed  to  his  knov/ledge,  their 
right  to  remit  forfeitures — yet  the  report  propofes  fcveral  initances  in 
which  the  Legidature  has  exercifed  it.  Ihis  fir,  mud  imply  that 
the  Houfe  alone  poifelfes  the  power  and  not  council,  agreeably  to  the 
conception  of  thofe  Lloufes  that  remitted  the  foifeitures  mentioned  in. 
the  report,  otherwife  the  law’s  which  they  made  for  that  purpofc  w’ere 
unneceflary.  The  gentleman  feems  in  great  pain  led  fimilar  applications 
fhould  be  too  numerous  and  troublefome ;  but  he  does  not  obferve, 
that  the  report  makes  providon  to  prevent  it,  by  a.  fuubfequent  refolu- 
tlon  meant  to  fupply  the  defeats  of  the  Conditution  on  this  head — defeHs 
that  ought  to  be  fuppiied,  as  the  pra^lice  of  every  government  evinces 
clearly.  In  England,  the  innocent  are  protefled  from  the  undue  ope¬ 
ration  of  their  trade  laws  ;  and  judice  diHates,  that  a  power  fnould 
be  exercifed  here  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mr.  Findley.  I  think  fir,  I  have  been  mifunderdood,  as  objecting 
to  the  relief  of  perfons  who  are  unjudly  opprelTed  by  the  operation  of 
our  laws,  as  I  am  againd  veding  this  power  in  Council,  by  law.  Any 
thing  fir  that  we  can  do  by  law,  we  can  undo  ;  and  there  is  no  fecu- 
rity  but  what  thefe  kind  of  applications  may  again  be  brought  before 
the  Legidature,  therefore  this  method,  does  not  come  up  to  my  idea  of 
permanency.  I  conceive  alfo  fir,  that  my  expredions  wdll  not  bear 
the  condruftion  given  them  by  the  gentlemen  lad  up.  I  faid  the 
Houfe  had  not  exercifed  this  authority  fmee  I  had  the  honor  of  a  feat 
in .  it.  The  indances  alluded  to  were  perhaps  before  the  Council  ot 
Cenfors  fat  in  1784;  how  this  may  be  I  am  not  prepared  to  fay,  becaule 
I  have  not  confidered  it :  But  I  believe  the  Executive  Council  podeis 
thifs  power — have  exercifed  it  and  given  up  forfeitures  ;  if  fo,  it  is  a  fc- 
rious  quedion  to  adert,  that  fuch  powders  never  wmre  conceded  to  them 
by  the  Conditution,  and  that  their  exercife  mud  be  improper  ;  for  it 
will  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  two  bodies  arc  veded  with  the  dime 
authorities,  when  it  is  fiifficient  that  it  is  lodged  wdth  cither  of  them. 
It  will  be  too  barefacedly  done  in  us  to  adume  the  power,  unlefs  we 
are  certain  it  is  wdth  us  ;  as  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fay  it  may  be  lodged 
in  the  Legidature  and  in  another  body.  But  it  is  lodged  in  Council ; 
"  fuch 
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fucli  has  been  their  decifion,  and  they  have  .remitted'  forfeitures ;  and 
are  we  to  judge  if  they  have  exerci fed  it  improperly  ? — no  ;  I  fay  we 
ought  not  10  determine  a  qaeftion  of  power  in  our  own  favour.  ^ 

Mr.  Peters,  The  gentleman  feems  uncertain  as  to  the  truth  of  the 
dodlrine  laid  down  in  the  report,  and  complains  of  want  of  time  ;  but 
this  ought  not  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  vote  againft  the  refolution,  be- 
caufe  they  will  pleafe  to  conlider  there  is  ftill  time  enough  before  the 
bill  can  he  palled  into  a  law,  to  make  every  enquiry  on  the  fubjcvd:. 
Vv  henever  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  is  mentioned,  it  would  feem, 
from  the  veneration  of  that  gentleman,  we  were  treading  on  holy 
ground,  and  with  loofened  fioes  mull  walk  humbly  ;  for  my  part, 
though  I  have  a  very  great  refpeft  for  that  body,  yet  I  am  bold  to 
canvas  a  power  which  they  may  have  exercifed  improperly ;  not  from 
a  deiire  to  alfume  what  the  Legilkture  is  not  entitled  to,  but  in  order 
to  have  the  matter  decided  beyond  a  doubt  in  future.  Our  Con- 
ilitution  lir  is  not  perfeft,  for  it  is  a  human  fyftem  ;  and  if  owing 
to  this  imperfedion,  fuppofe  only  of  language.  Council  by  miftake 
have  exercifed  powers  with  which  they  are  not  invelted,  I  don't  fee 
thole  dreadful  confequences,  thofe  ferious  apprehenhons  which  that 
gentleman  contends  for.  If  it  is  found  that  Council  have  not  the  pow¬ 
er  of  relinquiiliing  forfeitures,  then  it  mad  certainly  be  in  the  Legilla- 
ture,  which  the  gentleman  contends  is  incompatible  ;  well  what  then  ? 
Docs  the  hloufe  mean  to  keep  this  power  ?  no  ;  it  is  meant  after  this 
to  place  It  in  the  executive.  But  this  mud  be  done  bv  lav/,  and  he  is 
airaid  the  mode  is  not  permanent,  becaufe  what  is  done  by  law  may  be 
repealed  by  law — why  this  goes  againd  making  all  laws  whatfoever. 
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The  gentleman  mentions  the  Council  of  Cenfors, 
dared  againd  the  Houfe  for  remitting  forfeitures;  may  be  they  have, 
and  I  luppofe  they  had  their  feafons  for  fo  doing,  and  I  prefumc  this^ 
Houfe  will  alfo  have  tlieirs  for  any  determination  tliey  make.  If  gen¬ 
tlemen  at  prefent  entertain  any  doubts  of  the  powers  of  the  Legidature, 
they  may  fuifer  the  hulinefs  to  go  on,  becaufe  there  is  time  enough  be¬ 
fore  it  can  be  linidied  to  obtain  ftill  information. 

Mr.  Kc7i}iedy,  It  appears  a  matter  of  much  greater  importance  to 
the  date,  than  to  the  individual  who  is  injured;  it  appears  to  me  dr, 
that  we  are  raking  np  the  bufinefs  in  fuch  a  way,  that  we  ought  not, 
becaufe  wc  are  deciding  in  favour  of  our  own  powers ;  and  what  will 
be  the  confequences,  if  people  underdand  the  laws  are  to  be  rct^lided 
after  they  have  been  executed  ?  if  alter  a  tfinp'  is  condemned,  it  is  to. 
be  redored,  or  even  if  after  trial  they  have  fb  many  places  to  appeal 
to — if  this  is  the  way  of  doing  bufinefs,  people  will  he  aftraid  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  law.  jiiiL  dr  let  us  enquire  a.s  to  tlie  refolution  before  us— 
■Wihat  lias  tlie  application  to  do  here  ?  but  if  it  is  received,  it  mud  be- 
clear  to  the  Houfe,  lliat  the  petitioners  are  ''ircunifiasit'iatcd  they  fet 
forth  under  the  law  ;  arid  it  is  nccciTary  before  the  Heufe  can  afford 
tjvem  red  refs,  that  wc  fnould  cnauire  Cl  n  d  d  nd  the  fadls  to  be  true  as 
they  allcre.  Vv^’e  mud  become  a  iury  and  examine  into  the  evidence^ 
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"before  we  can  properly  judge  that  thefe  men  are  fo  circumftantiated. 

I  am  of  opinion  if  theirs  is  a  hard  cafe,  that  it  ought  to  be  redrened, 
but  we  are  not  to  determine  on  this.  If  they  ought  to  have  relief  they 
mud  get  it  from  the  Executive  Council,  as  we  cannot  be  one  day 
making  the  law,  and  reminding  it  the  next  ;  if  we  can,  the  Houfe 
will  have  little  elfe  to  attend  to  ;  for  I  fuppofe  every  member  may  have 
fome  friend  or  fome  acquaintance  who  may  be  fo  difagreeably  circuni- 
ilanciated,  that  he  would  wilh  to  relieve  ;  for  when  an  individual  foli- 
cits,  he  interefts  our  feelings,  and  may  induce  us  to  adl  improperly. 

Mr.  Fitzftmons.  I  think  the  law  which  occafioned  the  forfeiture  ot 
the  lliip  is  not  well  underftood  ;  if  it  were,  1  think  there  would  be 
iefs  difficulty  in  determining  the  point  in  debate.  If  there^  was  not 
fomewhere  a  power  to  remit  forfeitures  under  that  law,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  any  perfon  employed  on  board  a  veffel  to  ruin  the 
merchant,  becaufe  he  could  without  riique  of  difcovery,  put  on  board  a 
package  of  wares  or  merchandize,  not  worth  perhaps  five  pounds,  and 
by  running  this,  forfeit  the  property  of  the  owners,  to  the  amount  of 
five  thoufand,  without  a  poffibility  of  the  owners  guarding  againll  the 
attempt.  For  fir  what  can  the  merchant  know  ?  he  knows  the  goods 
he  (hips  himfelf,  and  the  goods  on  freight  which  are  enumerated  in  the 
manifeft  ;  all  thefe  he  enters  fairly  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  gives  ftii6f 
charge  to  the  officers  and  failors  to  do  the  fame  with  any  thing  they 
may  have.  But  fuppofe  one  of  thefe  men,  with  a  view  to  fave  a  little 
money,  Qr  perhaps  to  obtain  a  fhare  of  the  forfeiture,  deceives  the  own¬ 
er  and  declines  to  enter  what  he  has  concealed,  and  afterwards  goes  to 
your  naval-officer  and  lodges  information  of  the  fraud.  Here  the  mer¬ 
chant’s  property  is  taken  from  him.  by  defign;  and  is  there^a  govern¬ 
ment  on  earth  that  would  not  lefi'en  the  fc verity  of  the  law  \  iir  the  def- 
potifm  of  Turkey  could  hardly  inflicl  fuch  injuilice.  ^Whatever 
flricfnefs  is  necefiary  in  trade-laws,  to  obtain  a  full  colleffion  of  the 
revenue,  yet  it  is  requifite  that  a  difpenfing  power  fliould  be  fornewhere 
lodged,  to  lefien  their  rigor  on  proper  occafions.  The  queiiion  only 
fhoLild  be,  with  whom  is  that  power  ?  The  gentleman  of  greater  know¬ 
ledge  in  the  law  than  I  can  pretend  to,  infifis  it  is  only  in  the  HoUvC, 
others  think  it  to  be  in  Council ;  let  the  bill  then  come  forv/ard,^  and 
the  gentlemen  will  be  better  prepared  with  their  proofs  to  deciuc  m 
which  it  is  to  be  found. 

Mr.  Le^is.  The  claufe  in  the  law  under  which  the  fnip  Anna  was 
forfeited,  declares  that  every  veiTel  or  boat,  from  which  any  gooas, 
wares,  or  merchandize  fhall  be  unloaded,  before  cue  entry  thereoi  at 
the  office  of  the  colleHor  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  Ihail  be  forfeited 
.and  feized  by  the  colle^for  or  naval-oflicer,  one-half  thereof  for  the  ufc 
of  the  date ;  or  in  cafe  of  information  from  any  other  perfon,  one- 
third.  The  law  dopshere  without  appointing  a  board  of  commifiioners^ 
or  any  other  power  to  enquire  into  the  peculiarity  of  an  owner  s  cafe, 
to  afeertain  the  innocent  from  the  guilty,  or  to  abate  the  rigor  of  the 
law  when  the  proof  of  injudice  is  cdabiidied.  It  lias  been  faid  by  an 
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honorable  gentleman  near  me  (Mr.  Fitzfimons)  that  the  revenue  law/ 
of  Kngl'ind  were  not  until  within  this  year  fo  rigorous  as  this.^  He 
inight  hr  nave  gonejujther,  and  faid  the  laws  oDthat  kingdom  even 

benfe 
well 

.  •  * — •-v^ . v^iiu uii c  and' 

icmit  not  only  a  part,  but  the  Whole  property  feized,  if  they  deem'  it 
equitable.  '  ^ 

but  what  is  the  import  of  our  aft  of  AlTembly  ?  wliy  that  every 
boat  or  veffel,  out  of  which  goods  are  landed  without  entry,  is  forfeit¬ 
ed.^  Suppofe  there  is  a  man,  a  fingle  feaman,  who  has  a  few  trifling 
articles  on  board,  his  own  private  adventure,  perliaps  a  bottle  of  fiiuS' 
or  a  roll  of  ribband  in  one  corner  of  his  chefl:,  that  is  not  entered,  the 
ihip  is  forfeited ;  for  will  any  man  of  common  fenfe  pretend  to  fay, 
either  of  thofc  do  not  come  under  the  denominatioh  of  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandize  :  or  will  they  fa}^  that  an  article  fo  fecreied  does  hot 
work  a  forfeiture,  according  to  the  ftrift,  literal  meaning  of  the  aft 
of  Aflembly  ?  Hard  indeed  muft  be  the  raercliant’s  fituation,  if  there 
IS  no  relief  againfl:  fo  fevere,  unmerited,  and  fo  ruinous  a  penalty. 

It  has  been  faid  fuch  laws  were  fitter  for  Turkey  than  Pennfylvania, 
the  land  of  freedom;  but  I  fay  it  vzould  be  a 'di  (hen  or  to  Turkey 
to  fuppofe  the  genius  of  the  people  would  fuffer  them  to  fubmit  to  ref- 
triftions  fo  unjuftifiable,  without  a  polfibility  of  reclrefs.  I>iit  it  mufl 
be  owned,  that  a  difpenfing  power  is  neceflary,  and  the  fubjeft  for  our 
enquiry  nnifl:  be  where  it  is  placed.  It  is  faid  by  the  members  in  oppo- 
iition,  that  this  power  is  in  the  Executive  Council  ;  but  what  is  the 
evidence  to  afeertain  this  point  ?  ITe  words  of  the  claufe  in  the  Con- 
Eitution  which  in  anywife  relate  to  it  are,  that  the  Supreme  Executii  e 
Council  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  grant  pardons^  in  all  cafes  but 
thofe  of  impeachments.  Will  any  man  tell  me  that  the  words  graiit 
pardons,  apply  in  this  cafe  ?  or  can  it  be  conftrued  into  a  remifiion  of 
a  fine  ?  it  certainly  cannot ;  a  fine  being  what  is  impofedi  upon  a  man 
to  pay,  who  after  a  profecution  againfl:  his  peiTon  for  an  offence,  is 
convifted,  and  the  corporal  punifhment  which  the  law  enjoins  is  com¬ 
muted  for  a  jiecuniary  one.' — If  under  thefe  words  it  is  that  Council 
claim  the  right  of  deciding,  they  muft  prove  the  fliip  Anna  to  be  mo¬ 
ney  of  fome  kind  or  other,  and  that  the  profecution  by  which  flie  was 
condemned  was  againft  the  owners,  and  not  againft  the  Ihip,  by  infor¬ 
mation  in  rem,  and  then  they  may  remit  the  niulft  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  they  can  pardon  the  corporal  punifliraent  ;  but  unlefs  they  can 
make  this  appear,  their  authority  will  not  reach  the  cafe  under  the  term 
remit  fines.  And  it  is  equally  certain  that  it  docs  not  come  under  the 
ttyiprciYion  grant  pardons. — Well  then,  how  are  they  invefted  with  this 
authority  ?  why  the  gentlemen  fay  that  Council  have  heretofore  exer- 
eifed  the  powers  of  rclinqui  firing  forfeitures;  it  may  be  fo,  yet  it  ap¬ 
pears  a  little  extraordinary  in  the  gentlemen  to  infift  on  this,  becaufe 
rylieii  fcTcral  inftanccs  are  produced  in  the  report  that  the  General  Af- 
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ferably  have  excrcifed  the  fame,  they  will  not  allow  it  to  prove  in  them 
what  they  conclude  it  does  fully  in  the  other:  you  are  told  that  the 
firil  Affembiy  being  interefted  by  their  feelings,  to  do  juftice  on  an  ap¬ 
plication  of  this  nature,  it  ferved  as  a  precedent  for  others,  and  fo  on 
in  rotation — but  this  argument  is  not  noticed  in  the  obfervations  upon 
the  decifions  of  Council.  The  AiTembly  decided  in  a  variety  of  in- 
fiances,  but  thefe  are  of  no  v/eight.  Council  liave  exercifed  the  power 
in  one  or  two,  and  this  is  conclufive  with  the  gentlemen  that  they  arc 
right,  and  we  are  millaken  :  But  this  reafoning  will  not  influence  the 
lloufe  to  determine  againlt  the  propofed  refolution.  'The  arguments  I 
Hied  to  fliew  this  power  is  77*t  lodged  in  Council,  by  any  exprefs  words 
in  the  twentieth  fedion  of  the'frame  of  government,  will  lead  us  to  en¬ 
quire  where  this  power  is  ?  as  it  muft  incontefdbly  exift  foraewhere« 
will  fay  it  is  in  this  Houfe  ;  but  why  muft  it  be  in  this  Houfe  ? 
Becaufe  the  Legiftature  is  invefted  with  fupreme  authority,  capable  of 
making:  laws  in  all  cafes  but  where  an  infrineement  of  the  Conftitn- 
tion  would  eiiiue  ;  and  what  has  been  the  judgment  of  our  predecef- 
fors  in  this  bufinefs  ?  what  has  been  the  condudi:  of  former  Houfes  I 
Is  there  not  fir  pointed  out  a  variety  of  inftances,  in  which  they  have 
adled  in  the  fame  manner  the  refolution  before  us  propofes  to  do  i 
Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the  Legiftature  has  been  from  time  to  time 
in  the  habit  of  remitting  forfeitures  ?  I  apprehend  there  is  none. 

But  it  is  in  the  nature  of  our  government,  that  the  General  Aflem- 
bly  muft  have  this  right.  Whatever  fir  is  forfeited  to  the  ftate  by  pro- 
fecutiun  qui  iaTii  for  a  breach  of  the  municiple  laws,  or  paffed  from  the 
individual  to  the  public  under  whom  it  was  firft  obtained,  by  the  af- 
furance  and- protedion  which  fociety  affords,  is  refumed  by  the  public, 
comes  into  the  common  ftock,  and  forms  part  of  the  great  bulk  of 
property  owned  by  the  people  at  large.  It  is  of  no  confequence  how 
they  become  poiTefled  of  it ;  when  it  is  there  it  is  their  property .  Are 
Council  then  to  cut  and  carve  v/hat  part  of  it  they  pleafe,  and  diftri- 
bute,  or  are  they  not  confined  to  act  as  diredled  in  and  by  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  people  exprefted  in  the  Conftitution  ? — Have  they  then 
power  to  feparate  and  feledl  from  this  mafs  of  property,  either  for 
ihemlelves  or  others  r — If  they  have  this  power,  they  alfo  have  the 
powei  to  grant  the  weftern  vacant  lands  at  the  extreme  of  the  ftate,  of 
.  which  the  ftate  has  become  poflefled,  or  grant  any  other  property  they 
deem  juft  and  right,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  cafe.  But  has  this 
power  ever  been  given  them  by  the  Conftitution  ?  has  it  ever  bden 
fuppoled  they  were  ever  invefted  with  it  ?  Or  is  it  underftood  to  be  in 
ti  e  Legiftature  ?  do  not  the  Legiftature  exercife  it  on  all  occaftons  they 
deem  meet  ?  are  not  donations  of  land  made  by  them  to  various  infti- 
tutions  ?  is  not  every  fpecies  of  public  property  difpofed  of  by  them 
and  them  alone  ? 

Now  by  the  profecution  which  has  taken  place,  a  part  of  tlie  value 
of  the  Anna  belongs  to  this  bulk  or  mafs  of  public  property  :  1  fay 
it  is  no  matter  how^  it  became  a  part  of  this  property,  whether  by 

forfeiture 


■forfeiture  or  otherwife,  it  is  now  the  fame  as  the  weftern  lands,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  impoHibk  for  Council  to  divide  it,  unlefs  the  power  is  given 
them  by  the  confent  of  the  people  in  Convention,  when  the  Confti- 
tution^vas  framed,  or  the  confent  of  their  reprefentatives  in  Afiembly — 
this  not  being  obtained  it  remains  to  us. 

But  the  Houfe  will  not  give  away  the  property  of  the  people,  un- 
Icfs  the  equitable  circumfiances  of  the  cafe  require  it.  Now  what  is  the 
one  before  us  ?  a  hard  cafe  indeed,  in  as  much  as  the  feverity  ot  the 
law  falls  on  the  innocent.  Your  courts  of  juftice  could  not  abate  or 
remit  the  rigorous  fentence  the  law  demanded  ;  the  Executive  Council 
is  incompetent  to  redrefs  the  evil,  but  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe 
the  power  did  not  exift  ;  then  it  is  only  to  be  found  with  us.  Y^at 
is  the  occafion  that  demands  the  exercife  ?  Here  is  a  certificate  ^  from 
the  Judo-es,  not  negative  evidence  of  the  innocence  of  the  petitioners 
as  the  gentleman  fuppofes,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  moft  pofitive  tefti- 
mony  perhaps  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  could  admit  of,  or  as 
llrong  as  can  be  obtained  in  moll  cafes  Befides^  the  certificate, 
there  is  another  circumfiance  in  favor  of  the  petitioners,  which 
no  future  cafe  can  have.  The  law  by  which  the  vefifel  was  con¬ 
demned,  was  pafiTed  while  the  fliip  was  in  a  foreign  couritry,  with¬ 
out  the  power  to  put  more  confidential  perfons  in,  which  the  law 

mio'ht  have  rendered  neceffary. - It  will  be  obferved,  that  the 

report  is  in  two  parts  ;  the  firft  relates  to  the  particular  cafe  of 
the  petitioners,  on  this  the  Houfe  will  decide,  as  they  think  juft ;  if 
they  are  fatisfied  as  to  their  unmerited  fufferings,  they  will  relin- 
quHh  the  part  acquired  by  the  ftate.  On  the  other  relolution  they 
will  decide  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  fimilar^  applications,  and 
enable  the  executive  to  interfere  and  mitigate  the  rigor  of  our  trade 
laws,  in  the  manner  that  other  commercial  nations  muft  and  ought  to 


do. 


Mr.  would  take  up  but  a  few  minutes,  and  reduce  the 

arguments  in  favor  of  the  refoliition  to  three  things  ;  firft  it  was 
ftated  that  this  was  a  hard  cafe— that  it  is  hard  in  the  laws  to^  make 
an  owner  puniihable  for  oftenccs  he  had  no  hand  in  committing— if 
this  is  fo,  it  is  the  Built  of  the  law  ;  yet  every  one  allows,  that  this 
or  fomething  like  it  muft  be  done,  in  order  to  prevent  fmuggling  goods 

into  the  ftate.  -  ,  .  tt  r  •  n  ' 

Another  is  that  there  is  not  a  power  in  this  Houle  nor  m  L-cuncii, 

to  remit  the  penalty.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  feem  to  think  the  pow¬ 
er  is  in  the  Houfe,  bui  the  gentleman  from  the  County  (Mr.  Peters) 
wh^  has  ftudied  the  fubjeCt,  anfwers  that  by  blaming  the  Conftituti- 
on  for  not  veiling  it  in  us.  (Mr.  Peters  interru  pted,  and  wilhed  tho 

memlx:r  would  let  him  fpeak  for  himfelf). 

Mr.  M^Lene  proceeded  now  with  regard  to  the  queftion,  whether 
the  Houfe  or  the  Council  pofiefs  the  power  ;  it  was  not  left  to  him 
(Mr.  Peters)  to  make  the  difeovery— bccaufe  when  I  had  the  honor 
of  a  feat  in  that  bodv,  the  doubt  was  railed  in  the  Council  whetner 
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they  could  remit  forfeitures,  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  of  the  Attorney  General,  were  taken  (I  fay  the  fecret  did 
not  lay  with  him  to  find  out)— The  opinion  of  Council  alfo  was, 
that  they  Vere  adequate  to  this  purpofe  ;  and  they  never  refufed  to 
decide  on  the  ground  of  want  of  power  or  ^urifdi(ftion,  whj^h  they 
were  fure  they  had. 

If  I  am  right  in  this,  that  the  Council  do  and  ought  to  cxercife 
this  authority,  then  it  is  very  wrong  for  this  Houfe  to  interfere  in 
remitting,  as  I  humbly  conceive.  If  we  claim  a  right  of  doing  it 
here,  and  they  exercife  it  there,  it  will  tend  only  to  perplex  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  be  one  of  thofe  abfurdities  that  are  not  allowable  in  a  re¬ 
public  ;  it  will  be  both  planning  and  executing  the  laws.  I  hope 
therefore  the  Houfe  will  not  go  into  the  refolution  :  I  am  very  for¬ 
ty  they  have  fuffered  it  to  go  fo  far — and  the  further  we  go  we  on¬ 
ly  encreafe  the  mifehief  and  bad  elfedls  that  will  follow.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  in  favour  that  is  againft  the  refolution,  and  hope 
it  may  be  difmiiTed.  I  fhall  make  no  mention  of  the  difpatch  which, 
has  been  ufed  in  this  cafe,  but  i  hope  the  Houfe  will  not  be  hur-^ 
ried  improperly  into  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Peters  abfolutely  denied  having  oppofed  the  idea,  that  the  Le- 
giflature  only  polTeffed  the  power  to  relinquifh  forfoitures,  if  the 
gentleman  had  imderftood  him  fo,  he  muft  have  expreiTed  himfelf 
very  unhappily  indeed,  for  his  opinion  was,  and  that  decided,  that 
the  Legiflature  polTeffed  the  power,  and  that  hitherto  it  was  wholly 
beyond  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  executive  council. 

Notwithftanding  what  had  been  told  of  the  judges  having  giv^ 
an  opinion  to  the  contrary,  he  very  much  doubted  if  they  had  gi¬ 
ven  a  deliberate  one.  The  profeffion  of  the  law  had  been  formerly 
his  ;  tho’  other  avocations  had  interrupted  that  habit  of  thinking, 
yet  if  he  returned  to  his  books,  he  was  capable  of  making  up  an 
opinion,  which  at  leaft  would  latisfy  himfelf ;  But  for  the  prefent 
he  abfolutely  declared  in  favour  of  the  idea,  that  the  power  of  re- 
linqiiilhing  forfeitures  was  foley  in  the  Houfe. 

The  queftion  on  the  firft  refolution  was  put,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  called,  are 

YEAS.  Meffrs.  G.  ClymeVy  FitzfimoiiSy  Hiltzheimery  Le^ts,  Rohm- 
foTiy  Sellers y  Logan,  Peters,  Wynkoop,  Chapman ,  Foulke,  Upp,  Raljlon, 
Moore,  ‘Thomas,  E’vans,  Willing,  Wheien,  Lonvrey,  Hubley,  Work,  Erb, 
M'Lellen,  Lilley,  Maclay,  White,  Irvine,  Lollar,  Richards,  Carfon^ 
Schott. — 31. 

NAYS.  Meffrs.  Clemfon,  Hopkins,  W.  Mitchell,  Reed,  Clingan,  D,  Mitch^ 
ell,  Beale,  JCenfiedy,  Oliver,  G.  Heijier,  Kreemer,  Davis,  Sands,  drexler, 
Burkhalter,  Piper,  Findley,  Barr,  M’Dovuel,  Alltfon,  Wright,  Flen^ 
7mken,  Philips,  Gilchriji,  M'Lene,  M^Calmont,  Rif^t  Rittenhoufe, 
M.iley,  Clark,  Davifon. — 31. 

The  votes  being  equal,  the  Speaker  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fecond  refolution  was  read  (fee  page  48.)  and  propofsd  to  the. 
confideration  of  the  Houfe ;  whereupon,  Mr, 
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Mr.  M'Lefic — I  fluill  juff  objecc  on  the  fcin^e  ground  ab*  before,  ibsf 
is  that  Council  have  the-a,uthori.:y  ;  and  unlefs  vve  are  convinced  they 
have  not,  ive  plight  not  to  .grant  it  them. 

replied^  that  ior  his,  part  he  was  perfectly  fatisned  that 
they  had  not  the  power  ;  and  hedioped  gentlemen  undcrftqod  this  fo 
clearly  from  what  had  been  faid,  that  they  would  be  able  to  determine 
in  favor  of  the  refolution, 

Mr.  Wj?ikoop  laid  a  few  words  which  wwre  not  heard,  but  it  is  ap¬ 
prehended  he  made  enquiry  hov/  far  the  Koufe  meant  to  relinquiih  the 
powwr  of  remitting  forfeitures, 

Mr.  Peters  informed  the  gentlemen,  that  the  objeft  of  the  regiila- 
,  lion  extended  to  maritime  caufes' alone  j  that  this  arcfe  from  the  nc- 
celfity  of  having  a  fpecial  ande^htfual  power  lodged  foine where  ;  and 
.  the  words  of  tltc  refolution  were  precife,  and  limited  to. oirehces  againft 
the  laws  for  the  reRuiation  of  trade. 

Mr.  Pindley,  This  is  a  queftion  Sir  of  great  importance,  and  re- 
.  quires  much  deliberation  ;  indeed,  before  any  member  gives  his  alTent 
to  this  refolution,  he  muft  have  made  up  his  mind  fulij',  that  the  right 
of  remitting  forfeitures  is  in  the  Houfe  alone.  If  they  have  any  hefi- 
tation,  and  think  the  powe‘r  is  in  Council,  they  will  hot  be  prepared 
to  decide  the  contrary.  I  believe  it  to  be  a  qucilion  of  the  moft  diffi¬ 
cult  nature,  and  very  alarming  in  its  confequences  g  for  as  Council 
have  heretofore  exercifed  this  power,  it  will  bring  in  queltion  what  w'e 
have  nothing  to  do  with.  The  gentlemen  will  obferve  the  neceffity 
of  a  more  thorough  knowledge  on  this  refolution  than  the  former  * 
they  will  alfo  know  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  other  officers — the  Judges  opinions  may  be  confidered  of  w^eight ; 
tho’  it  is  contradicted  by  two  or  three  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  yet  I 
don’t  wifn  to  be  guided  altogether  by  their  decilions.  As  this,  is  a  quef¬ 
tion  of  jurifdicdion  in  which  we  are  claiming  power  to  ourfelves,  and 
if  it  is  not  clear  that  we  arc  jufl  by  entitled  to  it,  we  muft  be  ufurpers ; 
we  equally  ufurp  as  if  w  e  took  fuch  powers  as  we  are  certain  belonged 
to  the  executive.  For  this  reafon  if  any  gentleman  hefltates  at  all,  he 
will  vote  againft  the  refolution — for  I  muft  be  clearly  informed  that 
decifions  already  made  in  Council  have  been  made  wdthout  any  cer¬ 
tainty  that  they  poflelTcd  the  power,  before  I  w^ould  pafs  a  judgment 
againft  them  ;  if  I  had  admitted  them  to  the  exercife  of  this  jurifdiction, 
I'wouhl  be  w^ell  fatisficd  of  the  impropriety,  or  I  woi^id  not  wTcft  it 
from  them.  If  the  inveftigation  has  not  fully  convinced  me,  I  fhould 
vote  in  the  negative  ;  and  gentlemen  who  are  unfatisfied  wdth  the  in- 
ve.lligation,  vvill  be  againft  it  ;  but  1  am  fatisfied  it  is  WTong,  and  ffiall 
therefore  vote  againft'it ;  but  even  if  I  hcfitated  I  would  vote  againt  it, 
as  voting  on  the  fafe  flde. 

Mr.  Pitzjimons,  Sir  the  gentleman  has  declared  to  you  his  intenti¬ 
ons,  and  be  it  right  or  wrong  lie  will  vote  againft  it.  1  leave  the 
gentlemen  to  do  in  this  cafe  what  feerns  agreeable  to  himfelf— but  gen¬ 
tlemen  will  obferve  that  this  is  not  the  laft  ftage  of  the  bufmefs ;  they 

may 
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raav  without  ri-fque  fiifFer  the  bill  ta  be  brought  in  ana  puaufiiC  ,  as 
there  will  he  fufficieut  time  to  obtain  full  inlorBiation  on  the  rient  and 
Droprictv  of  the  prefent  meafure,  by  thole  who  are  doubtlul ;  but  ioi 
jny*  pa/t  Sir  I  am  fatislied  frotn  the  diftinidions  laid  down  'by  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  have  fpokenon  litis  fide  th.c  I  loufc,  that  the  power  js  in 
the  General  Atfembly.  As  the  Houfc  with  to  rife  early,  I  am  iurpn- 
fedat  this  mode  of  delaying  bufincfs,  to  rcprefent  a  necellity  lor  tiill 
invelligatlon  and  enquiry,  which  may  be  well  done  in  the  receis,  and 
before  the  bill  is  on  a  third  reading ;  arid  to  allege  from  time  to 
time  a  propriety  in  poftponing,  becauie  the  gentlemen  are  not  prepred 
or  made  up  their  minds,  is  throwing  fo  much  delay  on  the  bufinefs  as 
may  tend  to  lengthen  the  fefilon  unneceffarily.  _  If  the  gentleman  has 
noi  made  up  his  mind  and  ftudied  the  fubjedl,  it  muft  be  h.s  own  neg- 
left,  becaafe  he  feemed  prepared  for  oppofition  on  tins  fiibjea  ten  da)  s 
aao.  and  had  been  on  the  Committee  of  the  laft  Houfe  to  whom  it  wits 
referred.  When  the  fubjea'  was  laft  before  us  he  contended  that  the 
power  was  not  in  the  Houfe  ;  he  is  furely  fince  that  had  fufficient  time 
to  make  enquiry  how  far  the  contrary  is  true.  I  hope  thofe  gentlemsnr 
who  are  not  prepared  to  decide  will  agree  to  let  it  go  forward,  as  their 
is  ftiil  time  enough  to  obtain  furthen'nformation,  if  it  is  judgea  ex- 

'Findley  tvas  obliged  to  the  gentleman  for  putting  Ins-arguments 
in  better  Language,  but  he  did  not  like  to  have  thern  cnanged.  Ihe 

gentleman  has  told  you  that  I  fay  I  will  vote  agamft  the  refolution 
right  or  wrong— I  faid  I  would  vote  agamft  it  unlefs  I  was  convinced 
It  was  rio’ht ;  1  faid  we  were  about  to  adumc  a  junfdi6\ion,  an^  we 
ought  no^  to  affume  it  unlefs  we  were  certain  that  it  was  our  ng  t , 
was  this  faying  I  would  vote  againft  it  right  or  wrong  ?— however  l  am 
not  fiirprifed  at  an  obfcrvation  of  this  kind  comming  that  gen  e- 
man  ;  he  alfo  adds,  that  I  have  had  time  to  inform  myfelf  on  this^  iuo- 
iea,  but  fir  when  this  fubjed  was  laft  before  us,  it  was  alleged  that 
we  had  a  right  to  interfere,  becaufe  we  had  power  to  difpofe  ot  the 
public  money— but  it  comes  before  us  now  on  other  ground  not  expec¬ 
ted,  wherefore  it  was  impoftibie  I  could  be  prepared  as  the  report  as 

been  only  one  day  on  the  table.  ,  i  a  • 

Mr.  Robinfon.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  lalt  in  the 

fentiment,  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  affiime  any  power,  unlels  they 
are  certain  they  have  a  juft  claim  to  it ;  but  I  do  not  agree  that  the 
refolution  ought  to  be  thrown  out,  becaufe  gentlemen  have  doubts  ot 
its  propriety.  For  my  own  part  I  have  eftablifhed  a  contrary  ru  e  to 
the  one  mentioned  by  the  member  who  recommends  to  us  to  give  a 
direa  negative  in  all  cafes  where  we  have  a  doubt.  On  the  firft  intio- 
dualon  of  bufinefs.  I  always  give  an  affirmative,  becaufe  if  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  goes  forward,  a  free  inveftigauon  takes  place,_  and  I  am  ena  e 
thereby  to  form  a  more  decifive  opinion— but  if  it  is  fupprefled  m  tnc 
beginning  becaufe  we  doubt  of  its  propriety,  we  are  deprived. after¬ 
ward  when  we  find  tliofe  doubts  removed  of  an  opportunity  »  do  Aat 
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juftice  which  our  duty  demands,  for  which  reafon  I  think  it  a  reafoii* 
able  rule  ;  and  gentlemen  who  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  will  fuffer  the 
prelent  bulinefs  to  go  forward,  and  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  hi7idley  was  Hill  againft  voting  in  the  affirmative,  unlefs  he  was 
fure  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  the  power  of  remitting  forfeitures  and 
concluded  that  every  gentleman  who  had  doubts  about  it,  would  do 
well  to  vote  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennedy  coincided  in  opinion  with  Mr.  Findley,  and  concluded 
with  him  that  the  power  alluded  to  was  veiled  in  Council,  becaufe 
Council  had  on  many  cccafions  decided  on  applications  of  a  fimilar 
nature  with  this  before  the  Houfe  :  he  was  oppofed  to  bufmefs  going 
forward,  which  in  itfelf  was  wrong,  becaufe  it  only  tended  to  con- 
fume  the  precious  time  of  the  Houfe,  which  as  was  the  other  day  jull- 
Jy  obferved  by  the  Speaker,  comes  to  a  great  fum  of  money. 

Mr.  M’Lene  thought  the  delicacy  necelTary  to  be  obferved  on  a  quef- 
tion  of  power,  fhould  induce  gentlemen  to  vote  in  the  negative  if  they 
*  helitated — becaufe  if  they  aHed  contrary,  it  would  be  telling  the  woTld 
that  the  Houfe  polfelfed  a  power  hitherto  unjuftly  exercifed  by  Council. 
The  gentleman  from  the  city  obferved  that  we  have  had  time  to  be 
prepared  on  this  fubjeH  ;  I  allow  we  have  fo,  if  it  was  poffible  to  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  Committee  would  report  in  the  manner  this  has  done  ; 
or  if  it  can  be  faid  there  has  been  time  enough  lince  yellerday,  when 
the  report  was  lirft  laid  on  the  table.  For  my  own  part  I  am  not 
afhamed  to  declare  I  have  not  had  time,  tho^  I  do  net  wifh  to  delay 
the  public  bufmefs  fo  far  as  .1  can  judge  the  refolution  is  entirely  im¬ 
proper,  and  ought  net  to  be  agreed  to. 

The  quellion  on  the  refolution  was  put,  when  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called,  and  are 

YFAb.  MelTrs.  Clymer^  Fit%Jimons ^  Htltzheimer^  Lenjohy  Robinfon^ 
Smtery  Logn7t,  PeterSy  Wynkoopy  ChnpniaTty  Foulke,  Uppy  Raljhny  Moore, 
F'homaSy  E^njiSy  Willingy  Whele7iy  Lonvry y  Hubley y  Worky  Erhy  MFLeU 
L?iy  Lilleyy  Maclayy  PVhitCy  Lollary  Richards y  Carfony  Schott, — 30. 

NAYS.  Meilrs.  Clcsnfooi,  Hopkins y  bV.  Mitchell ,  Reedy  Clinga7iy 
D.  Mitchell y  Beale y  K€7inedyy  Olpjery  G.  Heifevy  Krees/iefy  Daz^is, 
Sands  y  Frexler,  Burkhalter y  Fipery  Findley ,  Barry  Irojwey  Allifon, 
Wright  y  FlennakeUy  Philips ,  Gi  lehr  if,  MFLcnCy  M'Calmofity  Riffcy  Rit- 
tenhoufe, — 30. 

Tffie  votes  being  equal,  it  lay  with  the  Speaker  to  decide,  which 
he  did  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  until  half  pall  nine  to-morrow,  A.  M. 

Saturday,  November  10,  1787,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Piper  prefented  a  -petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Ayre  townOiip,  in  Bedford  county,  praying  to  be  annexed  to  Franklin, 
as  more  convenient  to  them.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  lVy7ikoop  prefented  the  petition  of  Philip  Dick  and  Catharine 
his  wife,  taken  from  the  files  of  the  late  Houfe,  ftating  his  having  legal¬ 
ly  tendered  a  debt  to  John  lYmbcrton,  during  the  late  w^ar,  and  lodged 
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the  fame  in  the  public  treafury,  and  that  now  he  is  profecuted  for  th© 
fame,  and  praying  relief  in  the  premifes.  • 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Col.  Hiibly  prefented  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition 
fubfcribed  by  the  truftees  of  Franklin  College  in  the  borough  of  Lan- 
caller,  recommending  to  the  Houfe  a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  • 

Mr.  M’Lene  confidered  himfelf  bound  to  date  fome  fadts  to  the  Houfe, 
on  which  they  might  take  fuch  order  as  they  pleafed.  He  was  alked 


the  eleC' 
ed  in  the 


by  the  Speaker  if  it  related  to  the  order'pl  the  day,  which  was 
tion  of  a  treafurer  for  the  enfuing  M’Lene  anfwen 

negative  ;  when  Mr.  Wynkoop,  from^d^dellrefto  hear  what  laboured  in 
the  member's  mind,  moved  to  poilponi dsec^jfder  of  the  day,  with  an 
intention  to  permit  the  member  to  relate  what  he  was  delirous  gL 

Whereupon,  the  order  of  the  day  was  pollDoneJl;  when  Mr.  M  'Lena 


members,  his  fellow-lodgers,  and  fomemensbers^dfttiioiExecutive  Coun¬ 
cil  who  were  with  them,  had  confulted-andiTr/iheluadbdmpon  the  propri- 
etv  of  bringing  it  to  the  notice  of  the  H.ddfe'illititthey  might  iFew  their 
difapprobation  of  fuch  conduH  if  theWdifappE^cyv'dd.^bffriie  defign  of  the 
rioters  he  could  not  afcertain,  unlefso  Ltmas'iio  jmitdhem  in^  fear  of 
their  lives  ;  however  be  it  as  it  miglfty after  the  deliberation  which  they 
had  among  themfelves,  he  conceivednt'his.dtit^  toftafenit  to  the  Houfe, 
and  he  did  not  hefitate  to  believe  itv.w.duld.^^meet  witb'^heir  difappro¬ 
bation.  it  A  kiuna  •  ea 

Mr.  Findley  was  one  of  the  lodgers^M ’Major  Boyd's,'’and  could  af- 
fure  the  Houfe  of  the  truth  of  whatthe  gentleman  had  ftated — but  they 
had  gone  further,  and  fhould  fupport  it  by  the  teftimony  of  two  gentle¬ 
men  who  had  fworn  to  the  fads  on  this  occalion, 

Whereupon  he  handed  the  depolitions  to  the  chair  of  the  honora¬ 
ble  John  Beard,  Efq.  and  Major  Alexander  Boyd,  which 
being  feverally  read,  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia,  ff. 

‘‘  On  this  ninth  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1787,  before  me  Plun- 
ket  Fleefon,  Efq.  being  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  reliding  in  the  faid  city, 
CQvsxtth.  the  hon*  John  Beards  who  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Executive  Council  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  laid  Johfi^ 
being  duly  fworn  on  the  holy  gofpel,  doth  depofe,  teftify  and  fay, 
that  he  this  deponent  doth  lodge  with  Alexander  Boydy  and  that  being 
in  bed  at  the  dwelling  of  the  faid  Alexander y  in  Sixth -Street  from 
Delaware  river,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  Tuefday  night  lall, 
the  6th  inftant,  and  being  fallen  afleep  he  was  difturbed  and  awaked 
by  a  confufed  noife,  at  firil  feeming  to  him  to  be  the  report  of  guns 
fired,  made  by  riotous  perfons  in  the  ftreet,  at  and  near  the  fame 
ijv^eliixig,  and  heard  the  glafs  of  the  lower  (lory  of  the  houfe  break¬ 
ing. 


Or 
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ing,,  by  throwijrig  of  ftoiies  agajiift  the  fame ;  that  this  deponent  Ilill 
lying  in  his  bed  and  not  rifmg,  he^rd  fome  perfons  in  the  Hreet  fay 
here  the  damned  rafcals  li^e  njjho  do  all  the  niif chief f  br  words  to 
like  eded.  That  the  difturbance  .aforefaid,  did  not  continue  after 
this  deponent  awaked  as  aforefaid,  above  a  minute,  after  which  thk 
deponent  heard  the  rioters  aforefaid  departing  hadily,  as  the  found 
of  their  feet  indicated,  towards  Mulberry-Street ;  and  that  the  honor- 
able  ‘‘John  Smilie,  and  Abraham  Smith,  together  nvith  fames  M*Calmo?iif 
fames  M^Lene,  fohn  Ft  per,  and  William  Findley,  Ef quires,  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  general  affembly  of  this  f  ate,  do  alfo  lodge  with  the 
faid  Alexattdtr  Boyd,  and  w^ere  all, in  bed,  as  this  deponent  hath 
good  reafon  to  believe,  in  the  dwelling  of  the  faid  Alexattfr  aforefaid, 
at  the  time  of  tlie  outrage  and  riot  fo  as  aforefaid  committed,  and  fur¬ 
ther  faith  not. 

Philadelphia,  fL 

On  this  ninth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  feven,  before  me  Piunket  Fleefon,  Efq. 
being  one  of  the  juftices  of  peace,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  refiding  in  the  faid  city — cometh  Alexander  Boyd,  of  Sixth -ftreet 
from  Delaware  river  in  the  faid  citvi  Efq.  wTo  being  folemnly  fworn 
with  uplifted  hand,  doth  depofe,  teflify  and  fay,  that  on  the  night  of 
Tuefdaydaft,  being  the  fixth  of  this  piefent  month  of  November,  this 
deponent  together  wdth  the  honorable  fohn  Stnilie,  fohn  Beard  and  Abra¬ 
ham  Smith,  members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council ;  and  fatnes 
-MWalmont,  fames  BFLean,  fohn  Fiper,  and  William  Findley,  Efquires, 
reprefentatives  in  the  General  Affembly  of  the  ftate  of  Pennfyivania, 
who  lodge  with  this  deponent,  w^ere  gone  to  bed  in  his  dwelling  in 
Sixth-ftreet  aforefaid  •;  that  this  deponent  was  fallen  alleep,  when  about 
twelve  o’clock  at  midnight,  a* great  noife  in  the  adjoining  ftreeta'wak- 
ed  this  deponent,  who  thereupon  immediately  jumped  out  of  his  bed, 
-and  raifing  the  fafh  of  a  wdndow  tow^ards  thekreet  of  the  third  floor  of 
the  Houfe,  he  faw  a  confiderable  number  of  men  in  the  kreet,  of  wfliom 
twelve  or  fifteen  were  nigh  to  the  door  of  this  deponent’s  dwelling,  and 
that  divers  of  the  perfons,  fo  as  aforefaid  afl'embled,  did  then  and  there 
fpeak  reproachfully  of  the  gentlemen  wdio  were  lodged  wdth  this  depo¬ 
nent,  and  did  fay  that  here  is  the  Houfe  where  the  damned  rafcals 
lodge  who  do  all  the  devilment,  or  words  to  the  like  ekebt ;  adding 
that  they  ought  to  he  all  hanged.  That  hearing  the  window  rife  and 
feeing  this  deponent  at  the  window,  as  this  deponent  believes,  this  de¬ 
ponent  heard  one  of  the  fame  perfons  fay,  there  is  one  of  the  damned  raf- 
cals  putting  his  head  out  of  the  <windoav,  T  hat  a  man  who  lives  nigh  to 
this  deponent,  at  this  moment  coming  out  of  this  dw'elling,  and  ap¬ 
proaching  the  mob  aforefaid,  the  perfons  who  compofed  the  fame, 
ran  northerly  towards  Mulberry-kreet,  and  this  deponent  faw  them  no 
more,  ’rhat  this  deponement  was  aw^aked  as  aforefaid,  by  the  noife 
aforefaid,  and  by  the  throwing  of  large  koncs  againk  the  front  door 
of  his  dwelling,  fome  of  which  kones  drove  in  the  fafh  ever  the  fame 
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io6r  and  fell  in  his  entry,  and  one  of  them  was  at  leafi  tsn  poujtds  in 
'weight.  And  that  this  deponent  was  not  able  to  diftinguifh  any  of 
the  aforefaid  rioters,  fo  as  to  know  their  names,  or  who  they  or  any 
ofthOmwere.  And  further  this  deponent  faith  not/' 

Mr.  Ken?iedy  if  he  was  feconded,  would  prefent  a  refolution  on  this 
'fubjed,  w'hich  he  had  in  his  poITefrion  •  he  was  feconded  by  Mr.  M'Cal- 
mont,  and  the  motion  was  read  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  appear  to  this  Houfe,  by  the  complaint  of  divers  of  th5 
members  fupported  by  the  affidavits  of  the  honorable  John  Beard,  Efq. 
and  Major  Alexander  Boyd,  that  on  the  night  of  Tuefday  the  6th  day 
of  November  inll.  about  midnight,  a  number  of  perfons  unknown, 
committed  a  violent  riot  a7id  7jioJi  outrageous  ajpzult  upoft  the  duelling-’ 
houfe  of  the  faid  Alexander  Boyd,  in  which  three  of  the  members  of  the 

'honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  four  of  the  members  of  this 
Ifoufe  lodged,  and  were  there  ahead  and  afleep  (until  awaked  by  the 
Yaid  rioters)  at  the  fame  time  throwing  out  the  mpfi  indecent  and  violent 
threats  atid  ahufe  towards  the  faid  members,  to  the  great  contempt  of 
tliis  governrnent,  and  efpecially  of  the  laid  Supreme  Executive  Council 
and  this  Houfe,  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  affidavit  be  tranfmitted  to  his  Excellency 
the  Preiident  in  Council,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellen¬ 
cy  and  the  honorable  members  of  the  faid  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
to  oiFer  a  reward  by  proclamation  of  pounds,  for  difeovering 

of  the  perpetrators  of  the  faid  outrage  and  contempt,  fo  that  they  may 
be  brought  to  punilhment,  or  of  ^  pounds  for  the  difeovery  of 

any  one  of  them  ;  and  that  this  Houfe  will  provide  for  the  payment  or 
the  faid  rewards  ;  and  that  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Ex- 
’  ecutive  Council  to  direct  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the  faid 
rioters,  and  every  of  them,  when  difeovered. 

Mr.  Clymer  was  of  opinion,  that  this  Houfe  ought  not  to  be  back¬ 
ward  in  expreffing  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  conouH  as  was  alleged 
by  the  members  who  lodged  at  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  Boyd ;  but  he  ap¬ 
prehended  it  was  not  proper  to  take  any  notice  of  the  members  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  becaufe  that  branch  of  the  government  would  attend  to  what  ref- 
pedied  their  owm  body,  tor  which  reafon  he  concluded  that  part  of  the 
refolution  that  related  to  them  ought  to  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Feters.  I  am  extremely  willing  that  the  Houfe  fliould  jxprefs 
every  degree  of  difapprobation  that  is  proper,  as  I  think  fuch  imtrage 
very  fcandalous.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor  are 
difpofed  to  do  whatever  is  right ;  but  as  it  is  a  new  fubjea,  I  fliould 
wiih  the  members  to  confent  to  allow  us  a  little  time  to  conflder  what 
is  proper  to  be  done ;  fome  amendment  or  alteration  may  be  neceffary, 
and  I  leave  it  to  the  gentlemen  to  fay  how  far  it  may  anfw’'er  their  own 
views,  to  have  it  gone  into  with  fome  degree  of  deliberation  ;  for  my 
own  part,  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote,  as  1  have  not  made  up  my  mind 
further' than  that  it  was  a  very  fcandalous  thing  ;  therefore  I  hope 
for  a  little  time,  either  by  poflponing  or  deferring  the  motion  for  ano¬ 
ther  time. 
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Mr.  FiizJiinojis  had  no  doubt  but  the  Houfe  would  fliew  a  difappro^ 
bation  of  the  conduct  of  arty  perfon,  who  fhould  afl  in  the  unwarranta¬ 
ble  manner  which  the  people  are  alleged  to  have  dorxe  on  Tuefday  ; 
night ;  but  he  thought  the  buiinefs  was  introduced  in  a  way  not  com- 
inon,  befide  it  was  improper  for  the  Houfe  to  go  fo  far  as  the  refolii- 
tion  extended  ;  if  the  Houfe  had  cognizance  of  die  crime,  it  could  ex¬ 
tend  no  further  than  to  their  own  members,  and  the  rioters  could  only  ' 
be  punilhed  by  them  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  the  other  matter  rnuft 
be  left  to  the  laws ;  he  obferved  alfo,  that  the  preamble  did  not  agree 
with  the  fubfequent  matter,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  committed  ; 
for  as  a  folemn  a<?t  of  this  Houfe,  it  ought  to  be  done  with  corrednefs, 
efpecially  as  it  is  to  be  a  refledion  upon  the  police  of  the  city  of  Philadel-  , 
phia,  which  is  fo  trammeled  as  not  to  poiTefs  the  power  of  keeping  good 
order  within  its  limits ;  for  thefe  reafons  fir  I  (hall  move  you  that  the 
motion  and  affidavits  be  committed. 

Mr.  Cly  mer  feconded  the  motion  to  commit,  as  he  obferved  the 
Houfe  were  to  affent  to  a  number  of  fads  without  their  knowledge, 
and  which  refpeded  members  of  the  Executive  Council  as  much  as  the 
members  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  NFLene  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  agree  to  commit,  whenever 
a  poftporieaient  of  any  bufinefs  was  propofed  to  the  Houfe  ;  if  it  was 
fupported  by  any  fubftantial  reafon,  he  fhould  have  no  objection  ;  but 
the  reafons  now  affigned  were  of  no  weight,  as  on  this  cccafion  the 
matter  is  fimply  this,  that  1  wifh  the  Houfe  to  lliew  an  early  difappro-  >  „ 
bation  if  they  difapprove  ;  and  I  lament  that  it  was  fo  long  negleded, 

I  did  think  of  bringing  it  before  the  Houfe  yeflerday,  but  it  feem- 
ed  that  we  had  other  bufinefs  which  occupied  all  our  time  and  prevented 
me;  now  the  gentlemen  fay,  they  wdll  not  wifh  to  delay  the  bufinefs ; 
if  any  thing  is  improper  in  the  language  of  the  motion,  amendments 
can  be  propofed  at  the  tabic,  and  all  proper  alterations  can  be  adopt¬ 
ed.  I  think  the  Houfe  cannot  adopt  proper  meafures  too  foon  on  this 
occafion,  nor  can  1  be  fo  uncharitable  as  to  think  it  is  the  wifh  or  in^ 
tention  of  any  gentleman  iu  this  Houfe  to  give  it  the  go-by. 

Mr.  Lenvis,  It  is  fometimes  impoffible  to  make  up  one’s  mind  on 
an  important  fubje^I  the  moment  it  is  (offered  to  confideration  :  The 
one  now  introduced  has  occupied  very  little  of  any  former  attention 
of  n\ine,  and  I  muft  own  I  do  not  feel  a  wifn  to  be  compelled  to  a  de- 
cifiofe,  until  I  have  had  a  little  more  time  to  examine  how  the  queftion 
{lands.  I  obferve  the  gentleman  has  in  fome  degree  blamed  himfelf 
for  the  delay  of  the  bufinefs  to  this  time  ;  he  who  has  had  fo  much 
time  to  confider,  will  no  doubt  acquiefee  in  indulging  others  with 
tli^  fame  ;  at  prefent,  I  labour  under  fome  difficulty  about  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  our  interfering,  if  it  is  to  be  confidered  merely  as  an  outrage  ; 
the  laws  of  the  land  are  fully  adequate  to  its  punifhrnent ;  but  if  it  is 
to  be  confidered  as  a  breach  of  privilege,  the  punifhment  mull  be  by 
the  Houfe  ;  if  this  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  it  is  fet,  I  think  the 
ipifenders  ought  to  be  enquired  after  and  punifhed  feverely  ;  be  the 
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crime  which  it  may,  I  am  clear  it  defervcs  corre<^ion,  and  no  douot 
but  what  there  wdU  be  a  proper  difpofition  to  inflict  it. 

The  Speaker  would  jult  fuggeft  to  the  Houfe,  if  the  compAaint  was 
underftood  to  be  a  breach  of  privilege,  the  propriety  of  ordering  the 
Atto  rney-General  to  profeciite,  when  the  cognizance  was  only  in  the 

General  Aflembly.  "  ... 

.Mr.  Fi/zjimons.  If  this  Houfe  fir  enters  into  a  refolution,  winch  is 

to  affeCt  the  police  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  afFea  it  in  a  very 
ciiagrceable  manner,  on  what  grounds  are  we  to  hand  ?  is  a  partiai 
afii*  ^vit— an  affidavit  perhaps  infufficient  of  itlelf  to  convict  any  per- 
f  .n  brfore  anv  of  your  courts  of  iuftice,  to  be  the  caufe  of  lucli  deci- 
iron  ^  1  he  ^ntleman  does  not  think  it  a  matter  of  little  confeau^nce 
to  affix  a  ftnTma  upon  the  citizens,  without  hearing  one  word  in  their 
defence,  or  without  receiving  that  kind  of  evidence  neceifary  to  fupport 
the  charge  of  the  verielf  petit  larceny.  The  lecommendation  of  a  jpro- 
feciumn  to  Council,  fhould  be  extremely  well-grounded,  before  it  is 
entered  into,  and  the  Houfe  ought  to  have  afeertained  the  fads,  and 
be  well  fatisiied  of  the  truth  ;  if  .this  is  not  done  already,  the  Ploufe 
mud  fee  the  neceffity  for  committing  in  order  to  effied  it.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  fays  he  hopes  we  have  no  wifh  to  give  the  bufinefs  the 
that  is  not  the  quedion  fir,  but  we  are  determined  to  meet  every  thing  fair¬ 
ly,  and  do  what  on  due  deliberation  fhall  be  judged  proper  ;  theffi  are 
the  reafons  which  occur  to  me  to  prove  it  neceffiary  to  commit  J  ^ 
can  affure  the  gentleman  I  have  no  intention  to  give  it  the  go-by.  I 
only  widi  to  do  what  is  right,  and  until  lad  evening,  I  never  heard  that 
fuch  a  thing  had  happened. 

Mr.  Fmdiey  was  of  opinion,  from  the  precedents  in  parliament 
which  he  had  confulted,  that  nothing  more  was  neceffary  than  the 
complaint  of  a  member  riling  in  his  place  ;  and  that  offering  tne  af¬ 
fidavits  of  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  fworn  to  the  infuitmg  lan- 
guacre  offered  us,  was  wholly  out  of  the  quedion,  or  more  than  was 
neediary,  in  cafe  of  a  ]'>reach  of  privilege.  I  fay  from  the  cudom  of 
parliament  nothing  more  is  neceffary,  than  for  the  members  to  com'* 
plain  of  the  infult;  the  affidavits  were  takeii^  in  order  to  make  the 
charge  more  permanent.  I  only  mention  this,  becaufe  it  has  been 
thought  that  an  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  fads  dated,  fhould  take 
place  by  a  Committee  before  the  Houfe  decided. 

Mr.  FiizFnwns  had  been  abfent  when  the  bufinefs  was  introduced 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  affidavits,  or  of  any  complaint  made  by  the 
members  ;  he  jud  came  in  when  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Kenned jr 

^as  reading.  ,  ,  i  r  i*  i 

Mr.  Peters  wanted  to  know  what  to  do  ;  he  had  fo  little  time  to 

confidcr,  that  he  could  not  make  up  his  mind,  on  what  would  ba 
the  proper  mode  to  purfue  this  bufinefs  in  ;  he  was  very  far  from  the 
wifh  infinuated  by  the  member  from  Franklin  (Mr.  M  Lene)  of  giv¬ 
ing  it  the  go-by— -but  furely  the  gentleman  might  agree  to  allov/ 

Kim  time  to  confider  how  to  ad,  and  fuffer  the  motion  to  be  com- 

njitted 
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nixtteJ  for  tnot  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  examine  how  far  there  was  a 
neceliity  lor  amendment. 

Mx.Fitzftmor^  wiihcd  it  to  be  committed  in  order  to  have  the  fafts 
a.certaine  rom  the  evidence  of  the  members. — He  apprehended  the 
genLerneti  i)eed  not  fear  but  the  Houfe  would  ac^  with  propriety  in 
tnem  cafe,  a^ter  they  had  confidered  what  that  propriety  was. 

Mr.  Lly7ner  was  flruck  with  the  inaccuracy  of  ‘the'  ftyie  in  which 
motion  was  framed,  and  he  fafpefied  that  the  neceffary  accti- 
rney  comd  not  be  obtained  by  loofe  amendments  propofed  at  the 
taole.  The  gentleman  who  introduced  the  matter,  and  he  who  prelt- 
ed  the^  immediate  adoption,  will  both  recoiled  that  it  is  not  the  ad 
of  an  individual,  but  the  ad  of  the  Houfe  if  adopted;  and  that 
neit  xCr  of  them  would  be  fpecially  anfvverable  for  the  ill  manner  in 
wiiicli  he  conceived  it  to  be  drawn. 

Mr.  Ke?tnedy  did  not  with  to  hurry  the  matter,  but  he  thought  the 
objed  of  the  motion  was  pretty  well  underfcood  ;  but  if  it  was  fo  in¬ 
accurately  drawn  as  to  make  it  neceflary  to  refer  it  to  a  Commit¬ 
tee  for  corredicn,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  who  difeovered  its  faults 
might  be  appointed  as  one  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Clymer  hoped  he  Ihould  not. 

Mr.  IvbLefie  w’-as  not  particularly  concerned  in  the  matter,'  and 
tlicr^fore  would  fay  no  more,  but  the  Houfe  might  commit  or  ne¬ 
glect  It  altogether  as  they^faw  fit.  He  fhould  only  juft  mention,  that 
he  introduced  it  to  know  if  the  gentlemen  were  equailv  folicitous  with 
himfelf  in  fupporting  the  honor' of  the  Houfe — as  an  individual  he  was 
regardiefs  of  the  infult,  but  the  objedion  that  the  members  of  Council 
ought  not  to  be  noticed,  who  were  equally  infulted,  he  didnotunderftand  ; 
hov/ever  he  believed  that  body  would  take  mealures  to  fupport  their 
own  dignity,  and  had  indeed  began  ;  therefore  he  apprehended  a  delay 
of  the  Duftnefs  in  the  Houfe  would  be  telling  the  world,  that  this  flouic 
was  not  inclined  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  its  members  from  the  violence 
of  a  mob. 

Mi.  tifzjtmons  begged  leave  to  alk  the  gentlemen  whether  Council 
had  not  adually  determined  on  the  fubjed  before  the  Houfe  ;  he  un- 
derftood  they  had — but  no  doubt  that  gentleman  has  more  certain  in¬ 
formation. 

Mr.  M’Lene  declared  he  did  not  know  that  they  had.' 

1  lie  qucition  on  commitment  was  taken,  and  the  yeas  and  nayswero 
as  follows : 

YkAS.  Mefti’s.  Clymer,  Fitzfimons ,  Hiltzheimer,  Leivls,  TV ill, 
hinfon,  halter,  Lo^aii,  Peters,  Tl'yrikoop,  Foulke,  Tjpp,  Ralfton,  Fleore, 
F Lomas,  Knoans ,  IT  illmy,  TVhele??,  Lo^zvrey,  Hiihley,  TVork,  Erb,  Hop- 
Lias,  TV ,  Mitchell,  M’Lellan,  Lelly ,  Reed,  Clingari,  Vrexler,  Riffe, 
Maclay,  Carfoa  and  Schott, — 33. 

NAiS.  Meffrs.  CHhapman,  Clemfon,  I).  Mitchell,  Beale,  Ren7tedy, 
OlV'er,  (r.  Heijler,  Kne??ier,  Daaois,  Safids,  Burkhalter,  Piper,  White, 
Fiudley,  Larr,  Iruine,  Doivel,  Allifon,  TVrighi,  Flsnnagaft,  Phi- 
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GilchrjJij  h/PLefie,  M'Calmont,  Lollard  RichardSf  Rittenhoufe ,  A;/- 
ley,  Clark  and  Dauifon, — 30. 

Whereupon  it  was  referred  to  the  following  gentlemen  to  make  re- 
reporf.  :  ' 

Melfrs.  Peters,  Clymer,  Lollar,  Rittenhoufe  and  G.  Keifrer. 

Mr.  Fitzjhnofis  thought  it  would  be  proper,  and  abfolutely  neceffary,,, 
that  the  members  who  complaind  of  the  infult  iliould  exprefs  precifely 
what  abufe  they  had  received,  in  order  that  the  Committee  might  be 
able  to  hate  their  report  upon  fomc  pofitive  foundation,  and  that  the 
Houfe  might  the  better  determine  how  fiir  they  were  right. 

Mr.  Findley,  one  of  Major  Boyd’s  lodgers,  informed  the  Houfe, 
that  he  had  already  mentioned  the  ftatement  to  be  juft  as  declared  by 
the  member  from  Franklin  (Mr.  M’Lene.)  There  were  two  other 
members  that  lodged  with  them,  who  might  declare  alfo. 

Mr.  M’CcJmont,  another  of  the  Major* s  lodgers,  fald  he  agreed  alfo 
to  the  general  ftatement  which  had  been  made  to  the  Houfe. 

And  Colonel  Piper,  the  other  of  Major  Boyd’s  lodgers,  joined  and 
corroborated  the  ftatement  as  made  by  his  colleagues  ;  he  added,  that 
he  was  afteep,  but  awaked  by  the  noife  of  the  ftones  thrown,  as  he  ap¬ 
prehended  againft  the  doors  and  windows,  and  in  the  morning  vvhen 
he  got  up  he  found  the  door  much  hurt,  and  the  glafs  broke  to  pieces 
that  was  over  the  door,  and  lying  all  ftrewed  in  the  entry,  with  a  num- 
'ber  of  ftones  that  had  broke  through. 

Fie  alfo  obferved,  a  few  minutes  after,  that  the  clock  ftruck  twelve. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  government  of  the  Houfe,  read  yefterday,  was  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Alexander  McDow¬ 
ell,  was  alfo  read  a  fecond  ti>me,  and 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  au- 
thorife  Council  to  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurer  for  79I.  ics.  to  be 
oaid  the  faid  Alexander. 

Ordered,  That  Melfrs.  Barr,  McDowell  and.  Clark,  be  a  Committee 
for  bringing  in  a  bill  agreeably  to  the  refolution. 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  of  infolvent  debtors  made  report, 
which  was  by  fpecial  order  read  a  fecond  time  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  af¬ 
ford  relief  to  Charles  Buzelot,  James  Young  and  Antonie  Baftine, 
refpedlively,  agreeably  to  the  prayers  of  their  petitions.^ 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpofe  of  extending  to  Thomas  M‘Intire,  the  benefit  of  the  feveral 
a<5ls  of  Aftembly  made  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  made  the  report,  be  direded  to 
bring  in  bills  accordingly. 

Agreeablyto  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  treafurer  to  this  ftate,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  David  Rittenhoufe,  Efq,  was  unanimoufly  elected. 

The 
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Tine  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  this  forenoon  the  motion  re- 
fpeaing  the  infult  ofiered  to  fome  members  of  this  Houfe,  made  report 
by  their  Chairman,  Mr.  Clymer;  who  obferved,  that  the  Committee 
had  fhewn  a  difpolition  to  pay  every  attention  to  the  fubjea,  yet  had 
not  delayed  for  a  moment  making  their  report.  The  report  was  read 
as  follows : 

^  d  he  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Tennedy,  refpeding  the  infult  offered  to  fome  members  of  this  Houfe, 
propofe  the  following  refolution  : 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  to  this  Houfe  by  James  M‘Cal- 
mont,  James  M’Lene,  John  Piperand  William  Findley,  Efquires,  mem¬ 
bers  thereof,  that  on  the  night  of  Tuefday  the  6th  inftant,"  the  Houfe 
of  Major  iloyd,  of  this  city,  in  which  they  refided,  was  riotoufly  attack¬ 
ed  by  a  number  of  perfons  to  them  unknown,  and  themfelvesabufed 
and  infulted  by  reproachful  language  : 

Refolved,  1  hat  fuch  outrageous  proceedings  is  highly  difapproved 
of  by  this  Houfe,  and  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  its  memliers. 

•  Refolved,  That  this  refolution  be  tranfmitted  to  the  honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  together  with  the  affidavits  which  the  faid 
members  have  thought  proper  to  produce  on  the  fubjefl,  and  be  requef* 
ted  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  offering  fuch  rewards  as  they  may  deem 
neceffary,  for  apprehending  the  perpetrators  of  the  faid  outrage,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  brought  to  puniffiment. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  it  would  be  more  honorable  to  the  gentleman  to 
have  the  Houfe  decide  upon  that  complaint,  as  coming  from  them- 
felves  ;  but  he  confeffed  he  wrs  at  alofs  to  fay  wdiether  the  infult  was  a 
breach  of  privilege  or  not,  becaufe  he  did  not  know  whether  tbev  w^ere 
abufed  for  their  conduH  as  members,  either  in  the  prefent  Houfe  or  in 
the  former  one,  or  whether  the  abufive  language  alluded  to  them,  or 
the  members  of  Council  who  were  their  fellow-lodp-ers. 

O 

Mr.  deli  red  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  motion,  and 

the  latter  part  of  the  report  to  be  both  read,  and  then  enquired  what 
rcafon  had  induced  the  Committee  to  leave  out  that  refolution,  which 
dire6led  Council  to  order  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute. 

Mr.  Clymer,  It  was  tlie  idea  of  the  Committee  that  Council  would 
Order  it  without  direction  ;  and  indeed  it  appears  to  be  a  matter  of 
courfe,  in  confequence  of  offering  a  reward  for  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
rioters. 

Mr.  M^Lene  was  not  fa ti shed  with  the  rcafon  affigned  by  the  gen- 
tffman,  and  therefore  moved  that  a  refolution  to  this  effect  might  be 
added  to  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  alfo  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  to  direct  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the  faid  rioters, 
and  every  of  them,  when  difeovered. 

Mr.  Pii7.Jhnons  fubmitted,  with  deference  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it 
would  not  be  be4  for  the  Logifiature  to  attend  to  what  related  to 
ihemfdves,  and  not  interfere  ydth  the  executive  in  direHing  them 
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CO  perform  what  it  will  be  their  duty  to  do  without  ^ny  dire<flions. 

Mr.  Peters  declared  the  reafon  for  not  mentioning  in  tne  report  a 
profecution  for  the  outrage,  was  becaufe  it  was  conceived  more  proper  to 
leave  the  punilhment  of  that  to  the  laws,  which  were  fully  adequate 

to  execute  juitice  on  the  offenders.  ^ 

Mr.  hPLe?ie  did  not  mean  to  prefs  the  amendment,  but  he  conceived 
it  would  be  very  ^^roper  for  the  Houfe  to  exprefs  fully  their  difappro- 
bation  ;  and  if 'they  think  the  rioters  ought  to  be  puniftied,  it  mutt  ccr-^ 

tainiy  be  proper  to  order  a  profecution. 

Mr.  Mr.  Speaker,-!  am  decidedly  againft  the  amendment 

propofed  by  the  member  from  Franklin,  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  of¬ 
fer  my  reafons  for  this  oppohtion.  The  offence  being  of  fuch  a  nature 
as  to  reouire  us  to  take  unufual  means  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the 
offenders,  and  to  make  it  perfeaiy  advifeaoleto  offer  a  reward  for^  their 
aoprehenfion  j  and  the  difpofal  of  all  public  monies  whatfover  oeing 
entirely  wiiH  us,  is  the  ground  upon  which  I  conceive  the  report  of  the 
Committee  hands.  It  therein  is  bated,  that  a  number  of  perfons,  by 
abufe  and  otherwife,  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  m 
order  to  do  juttice  to  ourfelves  and  punifh  the  perpetrators.  Council  arc 
called  on  to  offer  a  reward ;  but  when  they  are  apprehended,  before 
who  n  are  they  to  be  brought  for  trial  ?  and  under  what  authority  are 
they  to  be  punifhed  for  their  outrage  ?  Does  the  gentleman  think 
the  Attorney-General  can  be  oppofed  to  them  for  the  crime  mentioned 
in  the  report  ?  I  am  fare  fir  he  cannot.  ^  The  Attorney-General  cannot 
profecute  before  any  of  your  courts  of  juttice,  an  offence  which  dot  i 
not  belong  to  the  cognizance  of  the  courts,  therefore  cannot  profecute 
the  offenders  for  the  crime  mentioned  by  the  Houfe  in  theii*  diredfions 

to  Council.  '  . .  ^  7  j  • 

The  report  brings  forward  a  charge'  againtt  the  rioters,  and  this 

Houfe  are  defired  to  go  further,  affent  to  the  charge,  and  order  the 
profecution.  I  (hall  not  mention  now  the  incohfifteney  there  appears, 
in  ordering  Council  to  perform  what  it  mutt  be  their  duty  to  do.  If, 
as  perhaps  is  the  cafe,  the  offence  may  not  amount  to  a  breach  of  privi¬ 
lege,  for  the  treatment  the  gentlemen  received  perhaps  was  not  offer¬ 
ed  to  them  in  confequence  of  their  conduct  as  members  of  this  Potifci 
but  on  fome  other  account.  In  this  cafe  amounts  to  no  more  than 
a  high  mifdemeanor,  though  of  a  very  ferious  nature,  being  an  attack 
upon  a  perfon’s  dwelling  at  midnight.  Now  let  me  afk  how  is  this  to 
be  profecuted  ?  I  fiiouid  imagine  the  report  ttates  every  thing  that  it 
is  poffible  for  us  to  do  ;  at  lead:  it  requires  every  thing  that  we  ouglit 
to  do.  The  mean  is  adequate  to  the  end  ;  a  reward  is  offered  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  equal  to  the  objefl  in  view.  ^  There 
15  no  doubt  either  but  what  the  officers  refpeftiveiy  will  do  their  duty 
when  called  upon  to  do  it,  without  a  fpecial  order  of^  the  Legiflature, 
'The  gentleman  recommends  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  that 
they  order  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  ;  this  fir  is  wbat  I  hope 

this  nor  any  future  Houfe  of  Att'embly  will  ever  do.  lor  it  is  fufficL 
'  ent 
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ent  that  a  man  at  the  hour  of  trial  has  to  defend  himfelf  agalnft  the 
ir.jured  laws  of  his  country,^  without  the  extraordinary  weiolit  lyine 
upon  hnn  of  an  order  of  the  LegHlature  to  his  condemnation.  It  has 
been  confidered  (and  juftly  coniideredj  that  an  individual  appears  be¬ 
fore  the  tribunal  ofjuftice  in  unequal  circumftances  to  what  the  fyftem 
ot  our  laws  and  conftitution  require,  when  the  weight  of  a  preiu- 
dication  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  hate,  and  the  mandate  of  Coun¬ 
cil  lay  againft  him.  It  mu  ft  be  in  the  recolleifiion  of  every  Gentleman 
tne  precedent  of  Timothy  Matlack,  late  fecretary  to  Councih  I  recol- 
lea  well  being  of  coQrifel  for  him,  that  we  complained  much,  and  with 
realonct  a  fimilar  order  of  a  former  Houfe.  I  thought  it  juftifted 
me  from  tne  weighty  manner  in  which  it  v/as  brought  forward,  to  ob- 
jed  to  the  trial  from  the  prepofteffion  which  the  ju  dges  and  jury  mull 
have  received  by  that  improper  interference.  The  judges  were  of  opini¬ 
on  With  mie,  that  an  individual  has  not  a  due  equality,  when  he  has  not 
only  to  defend  himfelf  againft  what  appears  before  the  Court  in  the 
common  courfe  of  law,  but  againft  all  the  v/eight  of  the  moft  folemn 
and  deliberate  ad  which  the  Legiftature  can  offer  againft  him. 

If  the  oftence  amounts  to  a  breacli  of  privilege  hr,  the  attorney  ge¬ 
neral  cannot  profecute,  bccaufe  the  Houfe  itfelf  will  punilh  the  per- 
peLators.  If  it  is  not  a  breacn  of  privilege,  but  an  infradion  of  your 

iav.  s,  thole  laws  will  punifl'i  witn  all  feverity. - Is  the  gentleman 

apprehenlive  that  Council  will  not  do  their  duty  ?  or  does  he  fufped 
the  attornej'  general?  has  tnat  oftlcer ever  given  him  reafon  to  believe 
he  fnrinks  from  the  weighty  truft  repofed  in  him  ;  no  fir,  I  dare  anfwer 
for  him  he  will  execute  that  truft  with  his  wonted  abilities  on  the  pre- 
ffiit  occafion,  without  being  ftimulated  hy  orders  either  from  this 
Houfe  or  from  the  Executive  •  Council.  They  will  be  profeciitcd  to 
convidion,  if  the  evidence  will  fupport  the  charge,  with'out  adding  the 
folemnity  of  a  decifion  of  the  Legiftature  againft  them;  a  decifion 
I  contend  which  no  perfons  ought  to  have  to  combat  wdtli  on  their 
trial,  be  they  great  or  be  they  fmall.—But  be  they  great  or  be  they 
finall,  no  man  ought  today  under  a  ftigma  impofed  by  the  Legifta- 
turc,  until  convided  in  due  courfe  of  lav/  ;  it  is  unjuft,  and  1  fm- 
cerely  hope  it  never  may  be  again  attempted  in' this  country,  or  any 
country  whatfoever. 

Mr.  hVLerie  hoped  the  Ploufc  would  agree  to  the  amendment 
he  had  propofed,  and  not  rcfule  on  account  of  the  argument  made 
ufe  of  by  the  gentleman  laft  up,  which  if  allow^ed  muft  prove  too  much, 
as  he  fays7  he  contended  againft  the  improper  w’eight  placed  over 
the  late  Secreatry  of  Council  on  his  trial ;  but  I  apprehend  tlicrc  is  a 
great  difference  between  the  fettlement  of  an  account,  as  was  liis  cafe, 
and  a  violent  and  outrageous  affault  upon  the  members  of  govern¬ 
ment,  as  the  prefent  cafe.  I  fay  if  his  argument  is  allowed  of  any 
weight,  it  goes  againft  the  refohitions  and  report  altogether  ;  for  if 
a  pcrlon  is  not  to  have  the  rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  againft  him,  or¬ 
dering  the  Attorney  General  to  profecute,  of  wdiat  ftgniftcation  is  it 
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tliat  you  oiler  a  reward  to  apprehend  him  ?  It  amounts  to  nothing  to 
fay  the  rioters  may  be  brought  before  the  Houfe  ;  for  as  the  Houfe 
niean  to  rife  in  a  few  days,  it  is  probable  it  may  not  be  fitting 
when  they  are  apprehended  :  He  did  not  know  what  was  meant  to 
be  done  by  the  report,  or  why  the  refolution  he  had  propofed  to  add 
Was  left  out  by  the  Committee  ;  he  hoped  the  gentlemen  had  not 
an  intention  to  fereen  the  offenders  from  any  fort  of  punilhment 
whatfoever. 

Mr.  Len.vis  declared  he  had  no  intention  to  fereen  any  man  from 
due  pnniiiiment,  wlio  had  been  guilty  of  crimes  either  againft  an 
individual  or  againft  the  honor  and  dignity  of  government  >  nor  did 
bis  arguments  leave  room  for  luch  an  illiberal  and  unfounded  infinua- 
tion.  To  fay  that  they  prove,  (if  they  prove  any  thing)  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  wrong,  I  deny ;  and  I  truft  every  perfon  who 
hears  me  will  join  in  that  fentiment.  I  will  alfo  fay  fir,  that  if 
that  gentleman’s  arguments  prove  any  thing,  they  pro that  he  either 
did  not  underftand  me  or  entirely  and  wilfully  perverts  what  lie  did 
iinderftand. 

I  faid  that  the  difpofal  /  the  public  money  belonged  to  the  Le- 
giflature  in  all  cafes  whatwCver  ;  that  it  was  properly  our  duty  to 
provide  for,  and  dired  a  reward  for  the  apprelienfton  of  the  perpe¬ 
trators  of  the  outrage  ;  and  as  the  violence  was  levelled  at 'members 
of  the  Legiflature,  it  became  right  to  call  on  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  to  offer  fuch  rewards  ;  but  after  having  done  this,  in  which  I  con¬ 
ceive  at  the  prefent  we  are  juftiftable,  fhall  we  proceed  further  and 
add  to  the  weight  which  is  already  againft  thefe  men,^  that  folemn 
and  tremendous  aT  by  which  we  ordered  the  profecution  ? 

I  confidered  the  offenders  guilty  of  crimes  of  fuch  magnitude,  that 
they  merit  puniftiment  feverely ;  but  I  did  not  think  there  was  any 
gTOu  nd  to  fuppofe  the  attorney  general  would  be  lefs  alert  in  perfor¬ 
ming  his  duty,  and  rendering  the  ftate  thofe  fervices  for  which  his 
abilities  fo  eminently  qualify  him,  on  this  occafion,  than  on  the  many 
others  eiitrufted  to  liis  care  ;  nor  did  I  think  the  Executive  Council, 
from  any  thing  which  we  have  feen  in  their  former  conduCf,  needed 
to  be  urged  in  the  defence  of  their  own  dignity,  or  in  attending  to 
the  due  execution  of  the  law. 

I  fubmit  it  again,  and  I  fubmit  it  with  confidence,  whether  m.y 
arp-uments  can  be  tortured  into  the  meaning  which  that  gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  give  them  ?  and  with  equal  confidence  I  fubmit  to  this  Houfe 
whether  the  awful  weight  of  violated  laws  are  not  fufficient  for  the 
worft  of  men  to  combat  with  ?  and  whether  it  would  not  be  fubverfive 
of  good  government  to  exert  fucii  an  iinufual  and  objeTional  nieafure 
againft  any  man,  as  a  vote  by  the  Legihature  of  the  nature  that  is  now 
propofed  ? — Becaufe  it  is  putting  a  man  upon  his  trial  with  the  prejudice 
*of  a  pre-determination  made  by  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  land,  and 
the  minds  of  both  judges  and  jury  are  warped  accordingly  :  Becaufe 

eve’*y  man  rauft  be  lead  to  conclude  the  perfon  fo  circumftanced  is  guii- 
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ty  of  what  Is  alleged  agaiaft  him,  and  guilty  too  in  the  moft  unequi¬ 
vocal  and  decided  manner.  Need  I  alk  what  probability  in  fuch  cafe 
there  can  be,  of  an  acquittal  even  if  the  fufpeded  perfon  is  innocent? 

Now  if  the  fads  are  as  thus  dated,  and  which  1  believe  is  undeni¬ 
able,  and  confequences  fo  unjuft  may  refult  from  them,  can  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  fuch  dangerous  meafures  be  found  within  thefe  walls  ?  If  the 
perfons  are  gilty  of  the  crimes  brought  againft  them  and  are  convided, 
they  will  be  punifhed  according  to'thofe  laws  which  they  have  viola¬ 
ted.  If  they  are  apprehended  and  brought  before  this  Houfe  for  the 
infult  offered  againft  its  dignity,  by  the  attack  upon  one  or  more  of  its 
members,  the  Houfe  will  punifti  them  in  an  exemplary  manner,  be 
they  who  they  may  ;  for  it  was  not  only  a  riot,  but  an  outrage  of  an 
aggrivated  nature,  to  attack  a  dwelling  at  that  dead  hour  of  the  night  ; 
and  inftead  of  wifhing  to  fereen  the  perpetrators,  I  wlfti  they  may  be 
puniftied  in  an  examplary  manner,  to  prevent  fuch  dangerous  prac¬ 
tices  in  future ;  but  I  do  not  wifti  to  direci  the  attorney  General  or 
Council  how  to  ad,  as  in  the  one  cafe,  namely,  breach  of  privilege, 
they  cannot  interfere,  and  in  the  other  it  would  l)c  unwarrantably  cru¬ 
el,  and  contrary  to  the  magha  charta  of  our  Liberties  laid  down  in  the 
Confutation. 

Mr.  Fitzfi7nGrts,  There  is  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  clear  diftinc- 
tion  that  the  meml3er  from  Franklin  does  not  feem  to  take  into  conft- 
deration.  The  perfon  who  fhall  be  taken  in  confequence  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation  which  the  Houfe  is  about  to  dired,  will  be  brought  before 
the  Houfe,  w^ho  are  competent  to  inllid  a  proper  puniftiment  for  the 
breach  of  privilege ;  confequently  we  fhould  have  no  occafton  for 
the  Attorney-General  in  this  cafe.  If  they  are  to  be  puniftied  for  a 
violation  of  the  laws,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  courfe  that  the  Attorney- 
General  profecutes  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  is  there  any 
ground  for  apprehending  a  negled  in  tliat  officer  ?  there  can  be  no  oc- 
cafton  for  us  to  dired  Council  to  ftimulate  him  to  do  his  duty.  It  mu  ft: 
be  a  reftedion  on  that  gentleman,  if  the  amendment  is  added  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  therefore  I  believe  the  Houfe  will  not  agree 
to  it.  My  worthy  colleague  has  ftated  further  and  weighty  objedions# 
which  no  doubt  will  influence  the  Houfe  to  rejed  the  amendment,  if 
the  member  who  made  it  refufes  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Peters  conceived  it  would  be  more  honorable  for  the  gentleman 
to  have  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Houfe  on  this  occafton,  than  fuffer  a 
divifton  ;  for  which  reafon  he  hoped  the  motion  for  the  amendment 
would  be  withdrawn,  as  he  belived  in  that  cafe  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  would  be  generally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robinfon  marked  the  fame  diftindion  which  had  been  drawn  by 
the  members  from  the  city,  and  concluded  that  the  Houfe  muft  be 
purfiiadcd  that  the  motion  was  nugatory  in  one  cafe,  and  improper  in 
the  other,  and  moreover  it  muft  be  grounded  on  a  fufpicion  of  negled 
both  of  Council  and  the  attorney  general,  which  was  unwarrantable, 
as  neither  had  hitherto  given  caufe  to  believe  they  were  regardlefs  of 
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4hcir  oaths — ^Iic  hoped  the  gentleman  was  fo  far  convinced  of  this,  as  t© 
induce  him  to  withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  M'Lene  looked  upon  hi mfelf  entitled  to  fay  a  few  words  :  Fie 
obferved  gentlemen  had  iiihfted  much  upon  its  being  more  honorable 
for  him  to  have  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Floufe,  than  a  divided  one  ; 
he  would  only  obferve  it  was  not  his  honor  as  an  individual  which  hs 
fought,  but  the  honor  of  the  Houfe;  and  as  for  tlie  hint  thrown  out, 
that  the  refoliitloii  'vas  laying  blame  on  the  Executive  Council  and 


ly  want  tneie  people 

or  not  ;  as  for  the  breachof  privilege,  if  the  Houfe  allow  the  outrage 
to  be  ol-  that  nature,  he  hoped  they  would  take  care  to  infidt  a  proper 
punifiiment ;  what  refpeHed  the  violation  of  the  law,  he  was  willing 
to  leave  the  law  to  redrefs. 

The  Queilion-  on  the  amendment  was  now  taken,  and  the  veas  and 
nays  being  called,  are  as  follows: 

YEAS.  MelTrs.  W»  Mitchell^  Reed,  D.  Mitchell,  Beale^  Kennedy^ 
Oli'uer,  G.  Heiflery  Kreemery  Da^iSy  Sands y  drexler,  Burkhaltery  Pyer, 
Finaley,  Barr,  M^Doivelly  Alli/on,  FlenakeUy  Philips,  GtLhrJi, 
M'Lene,  M'Calmont,  Ldlar,  Rittenhoufe,  Miley,  Clark»-—26. 

NAYS,  MelTrs,  G,  Clymer,  Fitzfmons,  Hiltzheimer,  Lenvis,  Will, 
Rohinfon,  Salter,  Logan,  Peters,  Wynkoop,  Chapman,  Foulke,  Upp,  RaU 
Bon,  Moore,  Thomas,  Easans,  Willing,  Whelen,  Limsrcy,  Hubicy,  Work, 
Clemfon,  Erh,  Hopkins,  MFellen,  Maclay,  White,  Irvine,  W right.  Rife, 
Carfon,  Schott,  Da^i/on. — 34.  ■ 

So  the  amendment  was  loft. 

The  queftion  was  now  taken  on  the  report,  which  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  read  yefterday,  relative  to  the  pur- 
chafe  of  a  trafl  of  country  on  Lake  Erie,  was  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  poftponed. 

*  The  bill  entitled  “  an  aft  for  the  regulation  of  audions  and  ven¬ 
dues,"'  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  in  part  confidered  by  paragraphs. 

When  fome  difference  ariftng  upon  a  fmall  amendment,  it  was  propo- 
fed  by  Mr.  Logan  to  poftpone,  as  the  gentleman  did  not  feem  prepared 
to  decide  upon  it. 

Mr,  Fitzjimons  thought  the  gentleman  did  not  fpeak  for  himfelf, 
when  he  affigned  that  reafon  for  delay — becaufe  if  he  recollected  right, 
that  gentleman  had  been  heard  more  than  once  upon  this  fubjeCt  when 

it  was  before  the  former  Houfe,  ^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Kennedy  thought  many  of  the  members  were  unacquainted  w^tn 
the  fubjeCf,  and  therefore  he  would  join  in  the  poftponement,  but 
would  move  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  fuefday.^ 

Mr.  M*Lene  declared  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  complained  of 
the  bill  as  a  grievance  to  the  country  people  if  it  pafted  as  it  now 
^ood  ;  whereupon, 

M  prdcred,, 
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•  *- 

OrdereJ,  that  the  fiirtner  confideration  thereof  be  poUponcd,  2nd  it 
be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuefday  next. 

*Thc  tollowing^  bills  being  brought  in  engroffed,  were  feverally  com-' 

pared  at  the  table,  cna<5ted  into  laws,  and  the  Speaker  direflcd  to 
fi^n  tiie  fame  : 

An  aft  to  provide  for  the  wages  of 'the  members  of  the  fcate  Con¬ 
vention,  and  to  defrav  the  expences  of  holding  the  fame.’* 

An  aft  for  furnifning  the  quota  of  troops  required  by  Congrefs 
for  the  proteftion  of  the  Weffern  frontiers,  and  other  purpofes  &re- 
in  mentioned.*' 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Lilley  and  Mr.  Clingan  be  a  Committee  to  af¬ 
fix  the  feal  to  the  laws  which  have  or  may  be  enafted  by  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  A5AW  from  the  Committee  of  accounts  made-report,  that  the 
Committee,  agreeably  to  the  direftion  of  the  Houie,  had  proceeded  to 
burn  the  paper  money,  and  hoped  to  hnifh  the  £.  20,000  by  Thurfday 
Rext — they  had  defiroyed  as  follows  : 


6400 

bills. 

of  20/".  eadi,  is 

4000 

do. 

15/ 

3000 

4400 

do. 

15/- 

1100 

4000 

do. 

2/6. 

500 

4000 

do. 

1/6. 

300 

40CO 

do. 

9</. 

150 

,,,, .  ^  ^  Amounting  to  ^.11 ,450 

Vv'iiich  tvas  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  as  part  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  that  Committee. 

Adjourned  until  Monday,  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Monday,  November  10,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Ploufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  and  remonftrance  from  feveral  owners  of  land  at  and  near 
Wyoming,  was  read,  remonlf rating  againft  the  aft  for  confirming  to 
the  Connefticut  claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  in  the  countv  of 
Luzerne,  and  praying  that  an  adequate  compenfiition  may  be  given 
them  for  the  lands  which  may  be  awarded  to  the  Connefticut  claim¬ 
ants,  by  impartial  and  difinterefted  perfons,  and  that  the  payments  be 
made  by  yearly  inftalments ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpeciai  order,  the 
fame  was  read  a  fecond  time  ; 

Ordered,  I'hat  it  be  referred,  together  with  all  the  papers  on  tlie 
files  of  the  late  and  prefent  Iloufe  of  Afilembly  relative  to  the  fame  fub- 
jeft,  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  Wyoming  biifmefs,  to  report 
thereon. 

Mr,  Clarke  prefented  a  petition  from  ninety  citizens  of  this  ftate, 
praying  the  price  of  unlocated  lands  in  the  back  parts  of  this  Ifate 
may  be  reduced.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

•  Mr,  Logan  prefented  the  petition  of  John  Conrad  Latour,  praying  a 
compenfation  for  his  fervices  and  expences  during  the  late  war. 

By  fpeciai  order  the  fame  was  read  a  fccoiid  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  claiiTis.  -  'llis 
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’llie  petition  of  Philip  Dick  and  his  wife,  read  November  10, 
Was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  the  fame  Committee. 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Ayre  Townihip,  in  Bedford 
County,  read  on  Saturday  laft,  was  referred  to  Meilrs  1  liibley,  Da- 
vifon  and  Irvine,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Clymer  mdidt  a  further  report  from  the  Wyoming  company, 
which  by  l^^ecial  order  was  read  a  fecond  time  ;  whereupon 

Refolvedi  that  from  the  firft  day  of  March  next  until  the  hrll  day 
of  September,  the  Commiffioners  appointed  under  the  ad  for  con¬ 
firming  the  Connedicut  claims  in  the 'County  of  Luzerne,  do  receive 
all  fuch  claims  for  lands  in  faid  County  coming  under  the  de- 
feriptions  in  the  ad  as  admilTablc,  and  which  may  not  have  been 
prefented  to  them  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  now  limit¬ 
ed  by  law  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly  ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  that  the  Wyoming  Committee  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  bill  conformably  to  the  -foregoing  refolution. 

The  report  of  the  fame  Committee,  read  November  3  (fee  page  42) 
was  read  a  fecond  time  and  adopted  ; 

Ordered,  that  the  lail  named  Committee  bring  in  a  bill  accor¬ 
dingly. 

Mr.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means, 

had  juft  received  from  the  Comptroller  General  a  ftatement  of  the 
^  finances  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  which  he  would  lay 
on  the  table  and  fubmit  to  the  Houfe,  whether  they  would  order  it 
to  be  printed^  as  it  was  lengthy  and  muft  take  up  fome  time  in 
getting  executed,  it  might  not  be  better  to  reft  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee,  to  enable  them  to  report  early.  The  Houfe  diredl- 
ed,  that  150  copies  ftiould  be  printed  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  members. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Huhley,  the  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
truftces  of  Franklin  College  was  read  a  fecond  time  ;  whereupon, 
Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to 
veft'the  public  ftore  in  the  town  of  Lancafter,  and  two  lots  of  ground 
on  which  the  fame  is  ereded,  in  the  truftees  of  Pkanklin  College, 
for  the  ufe  thereof. 

Ordered,  that  the  Committee  who  made  report,  prepare  a  bill  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  read  November  9,  relative  to  the 
purchafe  of  a  trad  of  country  on  Lake  Erie  (fee  page  52)  was 
read  a  fecond  time. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Fitzjlmons  to  poftpone  the  refolution  it 
contained,  in  order  to  introduce  the  following  :  ^ 

Refolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorifed  and 
requefted  to  obtain  and  lay  before  the  General  Aflembly,  a  delcrip- 
tion  of  the  lands  lying  between  the  north  boundary  of  this  ftatc 
and  Lake  Erie,  with  an  eftimats  of  the  fum  neceffary  to  accommodate 

this 
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to‘ao  ^  He  thought  a  rejblutlon  of  this  kind  would  be  better  tha* 

or  wh  fti  "tvf  knowing  what  it  was  to  be, 

orrnnf  H  accompiifh  it.  The  mode  he 

S  '^as  no  doubt  more  rational,  efpecially  if  the  Houfe  confi- 

couM  nnf^  ?®''®'’Sed  lituation  of  our  finances,  which  perhaps 
brieceffary“  ^  thepurchafe,  even  if  it  was  agreed  io 

A  fmall  amendment  was  made  in  the  refolution  to  bring  it  into 

form,  when  It  was  agreed  topoftpone;  and  afterwards  this  rcfolutio» 
was  acloptea, 

entitled  "  an  aa  to  in- 
J'  T‘'  ^  plan  for  eredling  a  permanent  bridge 

over  the  river  Schuvlkil,  at  the  weftern  extremitv  of  High-ftreet  Sf 
thecity  of  Philadelphia,"  which  was  read  the  firft'time,  and 


R  7.  ,  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

/icijourned  until  to-morrow,  half  pall  nine,  A.  M. 

Tuesday,  November  13,  1787,  A.  M.  ^  ' 

ine  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks 
was  read,  praying  that  a  part  of  the  lands  fet  apart  for  the  endow- 
ment  ct  pubic  fchools,  maybe  granted  for  the  benefit  of  a  publk’ 
Ichool  in  the  borough  of  reading.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  lie  Committee  appointed  to  infpeH  the  hies  of  the  late  Houfe 
•  niade  a  further  report,  which  was  read  ;  and  on  mo¬ 

tion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time  :  whero.. 
upon. 

Ordered,  that  the  report  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  tne  borough  of  Reading,  read  September  the  14th  1  aft  (fee 
Vol  i.page  31.)  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Peters,  J.  Heifter,  Trexler, 
Avi^Lene  and  Schott,  to  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  that  the  bill  entitled  “  an  ad  to  enable  aliens  to  purchafe 
real  eftates  witliin  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  lend  raorxv  upon 
mortgages  and  other  fecurities  at  a  reafonabie  intereft,”  be  referred  to 
I'ieliis*  Lewis,  ^Viilmg  and  Findley,  to  report  thereon. 

Ordered ,  that  the  report  read  in  the  late  Houle  September  2  7^11 
(iCe  Vol.  1  page  loi.)  on  the  petition  of  Humphrey  Fullerton,  be 
referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  claims, 
fhc  petition  orjohn  Penn  jun.  and,  John  Penn  eft]uires  (feepage  44.) 
V. as  read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  the  fame  Committee. 

Agreeably  to  leave  given  the  bill  entitled  “  an  aeft  to  enable  the 
owners  and  poftefTors  of  a  certain  trafr  of  marfti  and  meadov/  land 
thercindefcribed,  ft tuate  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Cheftcr, 
to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  ftuices  and  flood-gates  in  repair,  and  to 
raifr  a  fund  to  defray  the  expence  thereof,"  was  prefented  to  the 
diair,  read,  and  ■*  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably^ to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the 
Heaion  of  Delegates  to  reprefent  this  ftate  in  the  Congrefs  of  the 

United 
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of  Pennsylvania, 
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tJnited  States,  when  the  Speaker  read  over  the  following  lift  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  nomination  \ 

nominated  by 


John  ArmJiro7igy  jun» 
Avthony  Way7ie, 
'James  R,  Reed, 

Oe?s,  William  Irvine, 
Gen.  Richard  Butler, 
Samuel  Meredith, 
Samuel  Miles, 

Gen.  Daniel  Heijler, 
Willia'm  B  high  am, 
Da^vid  JackJon, 
Temple  Franklin, 
John  Bayard, 

Robert  White  hill, 
William  Barton, 


William  Leavis, 
James  Moore, 
Alexander  Loajorey, 
Thomas  Clingan, 
William  Findley, 
Thomas  Fitxjimons, 
William  Will, 

Peter  Trexler, 

Samuel  Eacans, 

Janies  AF  C al mont , 
George  Logan, 
Benjamin  Rittenhouje, 
James  hPLene, 
Robert  Lollar, 


34 

20 


Mr,  M'Lene  begged  leave  to  withdraw  his  nomination  of  Robert 

Whitehill,  which  the  Houfe  agreed  to.  '  ^ 

Mr.  Findley  requefted  he  might  alfo  be  fuffered  to  withdraw  Gene¬ 
ral  Richard  Butler,  as  he  was  informed  the  gentleman  was  ineligible, 
which  was  alfo  complied  with.  '  :  , 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  election  appeared  as  follows 
General  ill iam  I  ravine,  65  James  R.  Reed, 

Samuel  Meredith ,  64  (general  Daniel  Heijler, 

John  Armjirong,  jun,  3^  John  Bayard, 

William  Bingham,  34  Samuel  Miles.  ^  3 

>  Whereupon  it  was  declared,  that  the  hon.  William  Irvine,  Samu- 
fA  Meredith,  John  Armftrong,  V/iliiam  Bingham,  and  James  R.  Read, 
eftjuires,  v/ere  duly  ele^led. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  10,  on  the  petition  of  John 
Erl)  and  Robert  Stevenfan,  made  a  report,  w'hich  was  read,  and  by 

B)ecial  order  recommitted.  ^ 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Eloufe  refumed  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  AuClions  and  Vendues, 
which  was  poftponed  laft  Saturday. 

The  lixth  enabling  claufe  being  under  confderation, 

Mr.  Kennedy.  This  is  a  bill  that  for  fome  time  pall  has  been  under 
the  confideration  of  the  Legiflature,  and  publiftied  for  the  conf  deration 
of  the  people  of  'the  ftate  by  the  late  Houfe  :  I  fay  it  had  taken  fome 
time  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  to  make  it  knov/n  to  the  people. 
This  bill  appears  to  me  to  have  one  or  two  oyeOs  which  I  mean  to 
ftate  ;  firft,  to  be  conftdered  as  a  revenue  law,  that  is  for  the  particular 
purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  to  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  gover^ 
ment ;  and  fecond  it  may  be  conlidered  as  an  adl  to  regulate  trade  in 
certain  articles  which  people  import  from  abroad.  If  it  is  to  be  con¬ 
ftdered  as  a  law  for  railing  a  revenue  only,  I  fhall  be  againft  it,  becaufe 
it  is  railing  it  in  a  mode  neither  equal  nor  juft  ]  and  is  raifing  it  from 
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2  few  people,  lyhofe  necefTities  compel  them  to  fell  their  Drenertv  T 

?a  t  “  «i“  iw-KK  hi 

to.  .htfjLi  ”  TT-  \  f"  »»<1  where 

nptv  t  ?v"  either 

l«rmiffion  to  <!irn  r'^  a>!aionecr,  or  go  to  the  prothonotary  for  a  fpecial 
u  •  1  ^ifi^ofe  of  his  own.  j  his  is  a  thinp^  that  will  fubied  thofe 

•cd  from  that  Imle  or  no  revenue  is  expefled  to  be  obtain- 

i-ive  a  rwven,  T  rereafon  why  the  ftate  (liould  de- 

coualL  and  not^‘'°"’i  ‘  reopl'=at  aih  fof  all  taxes  ought  to  bear 
c.]uaiiy,  and  not  on  the  poor  and  neceffitous  onlv.  ^ 

bill  r  member,  that  a  particular  claufe  of  the 

f !i,w  o-  ®°ttawieration,  and  it  was  therefore  improper  to  go  into 

the  general  principles  of  it.  •  i 

ohfervd  to  the  Speaker  he  meant  to  ap- 

heCas  aho‘!rT"'“  “f  ^  ^  motion 

hewas  aboutto  make,  tharthe  bill  ihould  be  recommitted,  and  brought 
P^^^ciples  tnat  might  more  generally  meet  the  approbation  of 
th.  numbers;  he  objeded  to  the  trouble  occafioned  bv  the  bill,  as  well 

move^he''''^^  paid/or  a  licence;'  if  he  was  feconded,  he  would 
move  the^  recommitment. 

thi'b!*!!  gentiemaiPs  arguments  went  againft 

Cnmmi'tf-  P^onld  be  glad  if  the  gentleman  would  tell  the 

;  Ipa  what  principles  the  bill  muft  be  grounded  on,  to  meet  his 

laeas,  and  then  the  Houfe  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
recommitting.  “  r  y  /  ‘ 

Mr.  ‘M‘ Lem’s  objecl  was  to  have  the  bill  confined  to  the  fale  of 
merchandize  only,  and  not  any  jiart  of  a  man’s  real  efiate  or  chatties  ; 
the  rea.on  had  been  .alrpdy  given  why  fucli  a  law  as  the  prefent  ihould 
not  be  extended  thro  tlie  Itate,  becaufc  it  was  an  additional  inconve¬ 
nience  without  any  advantage.  He  reiieated  his  intention  was  to  con¬ 
fine  t  e  regulation  of  auciiop.s  folely  to  merchandize,  and  not  fuller; 
It  to  embrace  any  other  bbjed. 

yir.  Fitzftmovs  hoped  this  bill  tvouldundergo'a  little  further  difcufii- 
on  beforc  the  Houfe  (Icllroyed  it,  either  by  pollponement  or  recom- 
mitment,  if  txiat  was  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  who  had  fpoken 
on  this  occalion.  Tie  wiOied  the  Jloufo  would  attend  to  the  obieds  of 
the  bill  before,  them,  which  were  two  fold  ;  frft,  it  had  in  contem¬ 
plation  to  _  defiroy  a  monopoly,  a  thing  inconnilent  in  free  republics, 
and  efpecially  fo  under  the  Conftitutioa  of  Pennfylvania,  wdiich  ex- 
prcfsly  declares  agaiiift  them  in  any  fnape  or  cafe  whatfovever.  The 
otner  was,  to  equallize  a  duty  which  at  prefent  is  borne  and  paid  by  a 
imali  number  of  the^  citizens  of  this  place ;  and  what  adds  to  their 
oppreffion  is,  that  it  is  borne  by  the  moft  nccefiitous.  If  the  o-entle- 
man  wilhes  an  alteration  in  thefe  particulars,  I  fhall  readily  concur 
with  him  141  the  commitment,  and  join  in  the  introdudion  of  a  bill  to 

repeal 
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rrpeiil  all  the  laws  on  this  fa bjefl:,*  Tlie  obfervation  made  on  this  latter 
point  by  the  member  from  Cumberland,  is  a  juft  one,  and  fuch  as  I 
confider  worthy  a  member  of  this  Houfe  ;  for  I  think  it  the  duty  of 
every  gentleman  to  equallize  the  burthen  which  of  neceftity  muft  be 
borne,  without  a  partial  attendance  to  what  may  be  the  particular  in- 
tereft  of  the  county  he  has  been  fent  here  by  ;  as  I  conceive  every  member 
on  this  floor  ftands  to  reprefent  the  whole  ftate.  It  is  a  fad  well  known, 
that  the  whole  revenue  arifihg  from  fales  by  audion,  is  raifed  off  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  applied  to  the  general  ufe  of  the  ftate ; 
and  this  not  only  from  fales  of  merchandize,  but  of  every  article  of 
perfonal  property,  as  well  as  real  eftate,  houfes  and  other  improve¬ 
ments.  At  different  times  the  revenue  fo  raifed  has  amounted  to  .  8ood 
per  annum  ;  and  I  think  as  well  as  my  recolledion  ferves,  that  for 
the  prefent  4000,  but  fuppofe  it  to  be  but  100  or  1000  ;  it  it 
equally  unjuft.  As  to^the  monopoly  I  confider  it  a  fcandelous  one, 
and  I  hope  no  one  can  be  found  here  to  advocate  it ;  if  a  monopoly 
can  be  applied  to  raife  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate  from  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  one  or  two  towns,  it  may  be  managed  fo  as  to  extend  fur¬ 
ther  ;  and  no  part  of  the  government  is  fecured  from  an  unjuft  combi-^ 
nation  againft  it. 

It  was  not  I  apprehend  with  a  view  to  embarrafs  the  country,  that 
the  claufe  extended  the  colledion  of  duties  on  thefe  fales  into  the  couiv 
try,  nor  was  *it  with  a  view  of  railing  much  revenue,  but  merely  to 
maintain  that  equality  in  an  article  of  revenue  which  the  citizens  of 
the  fame  ftate  Ihould  obferve — it  v/as  not  intended  to  accumulate  trou¬ 
ble  and  expence  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  tho*  it  might  be  juft, 
that  every  perfon  fhould  be  equally  fubjeded  to  that,  who  had  occafion 
to  difpofe  of  the  fame  property  by  the  fame  mode  with  thofe  in  the 
city  ;  for  no  good  reafon  can  be  offered  why  articles  ftiould  be  taxed 
here,  that  are  wholly  free  one  mile  off.  The  gentleman  fays  it  will  be 
an  inconvenience  to  the  people  in  the  country  ;  I  believe  fir  it  would, 
but  gentlemen  Ibould  at  the  fame  time  that  they  confider  themfelves, 
confider  their  fellow  citizens,  who  have  long  fuffered  under  the  undue 
weight  of  an  unjuft  tax  a  mere  unjuft  monopoly,  deftru(ftive  of  their 
rights  as  citizens,  and  a  diredft  violation  of  the  Conftitution.  If  the 
Rate  cannot  from  the  lamentable  fituation  of  her  finances,  rellnquifh 
the  fund,  then  extend  the  principle  and  let  all  equally  contribute.  But 
the  latter  is  fuch  a  difgrace  to  us,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  continued 
any  longer. 

Mr.  Findley  allowed  the  monopoly  w'as  a  great  ground  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  ought  to  be  removed ;  but  with  refped  to  the  other  object 
which  the  gentleman  had  mentioned,  namely,  extending  it,  in  order 
to  equallize  the  burthen,  was  corredting  one  fault  by  creating  another 
for  what  advantage  could  the  city  derive  from  the  extenfion,  when  it 
was  agreed  by  the  gentleman  that  little  or  no  revenue  would  arife  from 
the  meafure  ?  No  revenue  can  be  obtained  from  the  country,  but  cer- 
f*in  and  great  inconvenience  refults  to  the  inhabitants — much  greater 
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inconvenience  than  h  fullalned  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  ;  becaufc 
in  many  inftances  the  farmer  will  have  to  ride  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty 
miles  to  the  audioneer,  or  to  the  prothonotary  for  a  licence  to  ad  him- 
^If  as  one  for  his  particular  occafiori.  I  am  not  though  againft  extend¬ 
ing  the  operation  of  the  law  to  any  place  where  fuch  fales  exift,  as  ex- 
ill  in  Philadelphia  ;  I  mean  ready  money  fales,  if  there  are  any  fuch 
in  the  (late,  or  any  fuch  may  hereafter  be:  I  will  readily  acquiefee  in 
extending  the  law  to  them  ;  but  fo  far  as  ray  information  goes,  there 
are  none'  fuch — for  it  is  pretty  w^ell  known  to  the  members  of  thi» 
Houfe,  that  is  the  country  members,  that  if  a  vendue  does  take  place, 
the  things  are  moftly  fold  on  credit,  as  there  is  not  money  in  the  coun¬ 
try  to  pay  for  them  without  time  to  look  round. 

The  gentleman  confiders  the  tax  a  partial  one,  becaufe  it  is  raifed, 
off  this  city  ;  the  fame  objedion  would  lie  againif  the  impoft  w'hicli 
is  colleded  here  alfo,  and  cannot  be  derived  from  any  other  place,  be¬ 
caufe  we  have  no  other  port  at  which  it  can  be  obtained.  The  fame 
argument  as  for  railing  impofl:,  apply  for  railing  revenue  in  this  city, 
or  goods  fold  by  audion,  becaufe  it  is  here  only  where  it  can  be 
raifed;  no  vendues,  that  is  ready  money  vendues,  exift  in  any  other  part 
of  the  ftate  :  It  is  therefore  making  a  law  lir  without  an  objed.  But 
fure  lir  it  is  not  Philadelphia  alone  that  pays  the  duty  ;  are  there  no 
goods  brought  in  by  foreigners  and  fold  in  this  city  ?  are  not  lands 
which  are  out  of  the  city  fold  here  ?  I  fay  are  all  the  goods  that  are  fold 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  ?  I  think  they  are  not. 
But  do  the  citizens  confumc  all  the  goods  that  are  fold  at  vendue  ?  I 
apprehend  they  do  not ;  and  it  is  probable  that  but  a  fmall  part  arc 
ufed  here.  A  great  quantity  is  confumed  in  the  country,  and  I  think 
the  far  greater  part ;  the  duty  then,  like  the  impoft,  is  colleded  of  the 
.  confumer,  and  like  the  impoft  too  lir  can  only  be  colleded  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  therefore  there  is  not  good  ground  for  complaint  that  the  city 
contributes  this  fum — nor  is  it  proper  to  extend  the  operation,  in  order 
to  equallize,  when  there  exifts  nothing  for  them  to  ad  upon. 

Mr.  Rohwfiit  would  agree  to  the  recommitment,  if  it  was  made  a 
necelTary  condition  to  have  the  duty  Itruck  olF  altogether,  whicli  I 
think  if  the  extention  is  not  agreed  to,  ought  to  follow.  With  this 
view  I  rife  to  anfwer  fomeof  the  objedions  ftated  by  the  member  who 
was  laft  up,  which  I  think  very  unfounded.  That  gentleman  has  ob- 
ferved  that  there  is  the  fame  objedion  againft  an  impoft,  as  their  is 
againft  a  duty  on  goods  fold  at  audion  ;  that  this  city  is  the  only  port, 
and  confequently  the  only  place  w’here  the  one  can  be  derived  from, 
and  this  is  alfo  the  only  fpot  for  the  other ;  that  the  confumer  pays 
them  )Oth  ultimately,  and  fo  on. 

Now  wBat  is  faid  of  the  confumer’s  paying  the  duty  on  impoft, 

I  conceive  may  be  right ;  but  in  the  other  cafe  if  he  traces  the  circum- 
ftances  himfelf,  he  will  draw^  a  conclulion  with  me  that  it  is  not  the 
fad.  Wdien  goods  are  imported  into  a  country  where  the  quantity 
introduced  and  the  demand  arc  equal,  the  confumer  muft  pay  the, 
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impofl:,  becaufe  he  muu  purchafe  that  part  which  is  imported  for 
him,  and  the  merchant  adds  this  with  the  firit  coft  and  charges  of  his 
goods,  as  well  as  a  profit  on  the  whole,  to  the  bill.  But  fuppofe  thefc 
goods  are  in  excefs,  and  more  than  the  demand,  the  merchant  fends 
them  to  vendue  and  pays  a  duty  of  two  per  cent,  for  the  faies,  is  it 
added  again  upon  the  amount  of  the  hrft  eoft,  &c.  and  eharged  to 
the  purchafer,  who  repeats  the  fame  to  the  confumer  ?  Suppofe  for 
a  certain  quantity  of  goods;  £.100  worth  for  example,  on  be¬ 
ing  fold  at  vendue,  will  bring  behde  that  fum  the  amount  of  the  duty 
or  two  per  cent,  in  this  cafe  the  buyer  may  be  allowed  to  pay  the  tax* 
But  if  inllead  of  bringing  that  fum,  it  fhould  bring  two  per  cent,  lefs, 
which  is  far  more  likely,  it  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  man,  but  what  the  duty  falls  upon  the  feller ;  thus  the  operation' 
of  the  duty  on  goods  fold  at  vendue,  mull  always  adl  as  a  grievance 
on  the  neceffiated  feller,  but  can  never  aifea  the  confumer;  for  fo  far 
are  goods  fold  in  this  manner  from  bringing  the  firfl  coll,  that  they 
feldom  exceed  two-thirds,  and  frequently  fell  for  one-hall  of  that  fum. 
This  being  the  cafe,  it  mud  be  undeniable  but  the  duty  falls  upon  the 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  now,  if  not  the  only,  yet  they  are  the 
principal  fellers  in  this  mode  ;  and  are  the  necellities  of  the  people  a  pro¬ 
per  objed  of  taxation  in  the  opinion  of  any  member  of  this  Koufe  ? 

I  hope  they  are  not ;  and  that  it  will  be  readily  agreed  to  flrike  the 
duty  off  altogether. 

Again  fir — if  it  is  unjui):  when  applied  in  the  aggregate,  it  mud  be 
a  higher  injudice  when  that  injudice  is  only  fudained  by  a  part  of  the 
community.  If  it  appears  in  this  light  to  the  members  of  this  Houle, 
they  will  not  refufe  to  join,  either  in  extending  the  principal  and  leden- 
ing  the  injudice,  or  forego  the  revenue  and  let  every  part  of  the  date 
be  equally  free  in  the  difpofal  of  their  property. 

Another  obfervation  on  this  bufinefs  was  made  on  a  former  occa- 
fion — that  the  regulations  of  auctions  was  efientially  iiecefiary  in  this 
city  ;  but  if  fo,  it  is  our  duty  to  grant  the  citizens  this  convenience, 
without  making  them  pay  unreafonably  for  it ;  it  is  our  duty  to  ao 
what  may  add  to  the  happinefs  of  each  and  every  part  of  them,  without 
charge — and  why  diould  this  fingle  indance  be  raifed  up  in  con- 
tradiflion  to  the  many  afls  of  convenience  we  are  daily  called  upon 
to  make  r  But  I  obferve  the  danger  of  once  permitting  a  meafure  of 
this  kind  to  be  adopted,  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of  it,  elpecially 
when  it  is  obtaining  a  confiderable  revenue,  which  if  relinquilhed 
mud  be  fupplied  out  of  funds  of  each  particular  county — Mr.  Robin- 
Jon  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  rife  of  this  bufinefs ;  the  intention 
fird  was  to  prev'^sne  the  depreciation  of  the  Continental  paper  money, 
which  vendues  were  fuppoiedto  be  extremely  inimical  to.  dne  nuiiibeu 
of  au6lions  were  fird  fupprelTed,  reduced  to  one,  and  a  variety  of  goods 
prohibited  from  being  fold  in  this  manner  on  any  account ;  after  fonie 
time  it  was  found  necedary  to  extend  the  number  of  auctioneers  to 
three— ’then  a  fmall  was  added  of  1  per  cent,  and  fo  encreafed 
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until  luHicient  to  raife  from  the  city  and  its  neighbourhood  Soo4 
per  annum;  the  caule  oi  the  liril  regujation  has  long  lince  ccafed. 
I  bus  a  bad  precedent  once  fet,  is  not  eahlv'  prevented  from  influencing 
otjiers,  and  the  diiTicinty  ct  correddion  oecomes  every  day  greater,  and. 
nothing  can  prevent  its  continuance  until  the  whole  revenues  of  the 
iiate  are  collecled  from  one  devoted  city.  It  would  be  better  for 
the  city  lO  niaRe  the  Itate  a  predent  annually  ot  that  iiim,  than  let  the 
principal  be  once  edablifhed,  that  duties  mav  be  collecded  here  which, 
no  other  part  of  the  irate  can  or  ought  to  pay. 

Mr.  Fwdhy.  I  apprehend  lir  th.at  I  have  been  raifundfrdood,  in  ap- 
P^}  ^^§1  argument  on  the  iinpoih,  1  did  not  liican  iliat  tlie 
and  the  duty  on  vendue  Talcs  were  in  every  cafe  alike.  I  faid  that  rea¬ 
dy  ^  money  Tales  were  only  to  be  met  with  here,  and  that  commercial 
objedis  were  in  the  fame  htuarion. 

The  gentleman  fays  there  is  no  conveniency  in  felling  goods  wnth  2  per 
cent,  duty  upon  them ;  but  I  think  there  is  a  great  conveniency  in  havino- 
r!ady  money  vendues  to  go  to,  with  articles  which  a  perTon  mav  want 
To  dilpofe  of;  if  is  certainly  a  great  convenience  to  turn  whatever  is  to 
be  diipofed  of  into  ready  money,  and  it  is  a  convenience  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  no  other  part  of  the  hate  porfefs  ;  and  1  ha\  e  been  inform¬ 
ed  it  is  a  convenience  whicli  the  importers  frequently  benefit  by — as 
to  the  quelHon  wdiethcr  it  w’ill  be  proper  to  clifmifs  that  revenue  altoge¬ 
ther,  it  cannot  I  apprehend  be  decided  upon,  until  the  Ccinmittee. 
cf  ways  and  means  are  enabled  to  provide  for  there  denciency. 

I  objcT  hill  fir  to  the  extenfion  of  the  law,  becaufe  there  is  no  prof- 
pe^tt  in  extending  them  to  where  they  do  not  exiilx  We  can  only  take 
cornmerce  where  it  is,  and  we  can  ordy  take  aiidions  wTere  they  are. 
It  is  not  my  wifli  tho’  hr  to  except  ready  money  vendues  ■wherever 
they  may  he  found  ;  nor  is  it  my  intention  to  con  inue  tlie  monopoly 
vvliich  is  unjudihable. 

Mr.  Clymer.  1  he  gentleman  who  has  juh  fat  down,  fnew.s  creat 
willingnefs  to  extend  the  duties  w hi  Ji  have  been  hitl.eito  cenhneT  to 
this  city  and  nr-ighhourhood,  to  all  parts  where  ready  mcney  vendues 
are  to  be  found,  and  at  the  fame  time  tells  you  that  there  are  none 
fiich  within  the  hate.  T’w  extenfiim  then  vvviich  he  profe-hefs  himfelf 
fo  much  in  favour  cf,  ca  ^  have  effc(5f ;  and  the  eperatien  of  the  law  is 
to  continue  partially  as  heretofore,  upon  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  He 
has  faid  further,  that  the  fame  r>bje6ion  would  lie  againft  the  import 
that  does  againh  thisdu  ty.  1  here  is  fomething  in  that  argument,  that 
might  appl}',  if  only  a  part  cf  the  goods  imported  were  fubjedt  to  the 
payment  of  irr.poh — becaufc  then  only  that  part  of  the  community 
would  fufFcr  that  paid  it.  I  fee  for  my  part  no  otlier  ainnity  between 
them  ;  and  as  for  the  people  paying  tlic  duty  on  ooeds  vi  hicli  they  pur- 
chafe  at  vendue,  it  is  too  abfunl  lo  merit  an  aniv'er  !  hut  even  were  it 
jioflibic,  the  country  people  do  not  pay  it,  becaufe  it  is  not  the  pradticc 
of  coijntrv  Pn  'pkeeners  to  buy  at  that  place,  but  rather  of  merchants,^ 
whom  they  can  confide  in  to  uirnini  them  pundtuaily  with  thofc  parti¬ 
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•ijlar  o-oods  w^dch  they  have  a  demand  for.  The  reverfe  of  this  is  true  , 
for  it?3  the  people  of  this  city  who  chiefly  make  purchafes  at  vendae, 
and  it  is  the  inhabitants  who  buy  again  of  them  ;  fo  that  if  the  con- 
fumer  paid  the  duty,  iliil  it' mail  be  the  citlsens  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Kennedy  begged  leave  to  repeat  what  he  had  faid  at  die  begin- 
rv.ncr  of  the  djbate,  after  recapitulating  the  objeaof  the  law  which  he  had 
thenilated;  he  went  onto  obferve— the  principal  objecd  of  tne  oiii 
fe-med  to  him  to  be  the  rcirulation  of  trade,  and  that  was  the  only  oo- 
iecl  which  they  fiiould  confider  ;  he  would  by  no  means  conlent  to 
extending  the ‘law  to  the  country,  beCaufe  of  the  mconvenieuce  and 
trouble  if  would  occahoa,but  he  thought  the  duty  ought  to  be  given 
up  in  the  city,  though  he  would  ftill  have  the  audlions  unaer  regula¬ 
tions.  ^  ,  1  ..1,  •  • 

Mr.  Fitzjinionds  objeT  was  to  draw  from  tne  members  their  opi¬ 
nions  on  this  fubjedt,  that  the  Committee  might  prepare  a  bill  tnat 
fnould  be  acrreeable.  The  monopoly  it  appeared  to  him  was  agreed 
on  all  hands'^to  be  an  intolerable  grievance,  and  what  the  mouie  would 


eheerfuUy  remove.  .  ,  r  •  i  r 

There  is  another  p^oint  which  if  fettled  now  mignt  fave  time  nerear- 

tsr.  The  vendue  ia-.vs  infllft  a  fine  or  duty  on  a  particular  part  of  the  , 

Rate,  this  incvouality  ought  to  be  deftroyed  ;  but  if  it  is  f^uppofed  necef- 

fary  to  continue  a  duty  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  the  city  from  whom 

that  duty  is  raifed,  ought  to  receive  the  beneht  of  it  ;  but  I  fhouid 

conceive  it  pofiible  to  regulate  auctions  without  taxing  the  feders  foi 
the  regulation.  If  the  gentlemen  are  agreed  on  tiiele  points,  it  wiL  not 
perhaps  be  a  difficult  matter  to  frame  a  bill  that  will  give  general  faui- 

Mr.  Findley,  The  gentleman  from  the  city  (Mr.  Clymer)  has  taken 
©biedlons  againfl  my  alTertion,  that  the  country  paid  the  greater  part 
of  the  duty  on  vendue  fales.  When  I  faid  the  country,  1  meant  the 
ffiopkeepers,  and  not  the  individual.  If  this  faT  is  diiputcd,  I  lliouid 
anneal  to  the  vendue  mailers,  who  can  tCilify  the  truth  oi  it. 

'  Mr.  Lo^jorey  wiffied  to  flrike  out  from  the  bill,  that  part  wTich  ex- 
aTed  a  tax  on  real  eftate,  either  in  town  or  country  ;  atter  this  _al^t.m- 
ation  was  made,  he  was  of  opinion  the  law  ought  to  ftand  without 
complaint  ;  he  wilhed  to  tax  merchandize,  becaufe  foreigners  fold 
fuch  here,  and  took  our  money  in  return  out  of  the  country. 

Mr  Chmer\  aro-iiment  went  to  ihew,  that  if  the  confumer  paid  the 
duty, ‘it  rnull  be  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  country  was  fur- 
niihed  by  other  means  than  the  purchafe  of  goods  at  vendues.  1  here 
might  be  a  few  fliopkeepers  from  the  country  who  bought  fome  ar¬ 
ticles  at  vendues,  but  they  were,  he  was  pretty  confident,  but  very 

Mr.  Lollar  believed  if  the  gentleman  would  examine,  he  would  find 
that  number  pretty  large.;  indeed  he  knew  many  who  purchafed  there. 

Mr.  Chmer  mnW  be  excufed  from  believing  the  fliopkeepers  nume¬ 
rous,  who  attend  this  citv  to  purchafe  the  goods  with  which  they  pp- 
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ply  dieir  (lores  and  ciiftomers  in  the  coantry—he  could  not  be  peVfus- 

-Ml.  L^Dw/dn  thought  with  Mr.  Clymer  they  were  few — but  w’hether 
few  or  many,  it  was  all  one  ;  for  no  one  was,  he  believed, 

T)^  die  duty. 

-e  q^ueition  on  recommitting  was  put  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
accoruingly  recammitted.  ^  Adjourned. 

u  r  ^"^vember  14,  1787,  A.  M. 

ine  Hcuie  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

^  A  memorial  from  Leivis  Hallamand  John  Henry,  in  behalf  of  them- 
.clvcs  and  others,  the  commedians  commonly  called  the  American 
l-ompany,  w-as  read,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purnofe 
^  Po  much  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  as  prohibit 

dramatic  entertainments.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  memoria,  from  the  college  of  phyficians  of  Philadelphia,  was  read, 
praving  an  act  may  he  paifed  for  checking  the  improper  ofe  of  diftilled 
ipi.-ifjons  liquors  within  this  fate.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

_  A  petition  from ’’i  horrias  Bond  and  ouerr,  late  officers  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  military  hofpital,  was  read,  praying  a  fimilar  allowance  of  lands 
With  other  officers  of  the  army. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of4'Iaims. 

A  petition  from  James  Pettvgrew,  and  Blackali  William  Bali  was 
rca-.,  fettmg  forth  that  they  have  loll  the  certificates  given  them  for  the 
oepreaation  due  on  their  pay,  and  .praying  new  ones  may  be  given 
teem  in  lieu  of  thofe  which  they  have  loft,  and  by  fpecial  order  refer- 
red  to  the  lad  named  Committee. 

_  A  petition  from  150  inhabitants  of  Wayne  and  Dorry  townfnips, 

Cumberland,  was  read,  pra}  ing  tliey  may  be  exone- 
raud  from  the  payment  cf  the  tax  aiPefled  on  them  in  the  rears  1781 

•  •  r  *  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  he  petition  from  a  nnmbcr  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks 
rmad  veiferday,  'was  read  a^  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  the  members 
.irorn  tiiat  county  to  report  tiiereon. 

Mr.  hollar  from  tlie  Committee  of  accounts  made  a  further  report, 
tudt  they  Iiad  bursOed  and  deftroyed 
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iVir.  Loilar  oDiervcd,  that  the  revifal  of  the  militia  j?w  feemed  to  bo 
anecciTary  bufnef';,  and  he  hoped  nmiild  he  attempted  by  the  prefent 
pKane;  hc^  would  therefore  move,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  who  fhoulu  alfo  be  direded  to  report  a  bill  if  they  thought 
proper;  whereupon,  (Jrdered, 
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Ordered,  Thst  MeiTrs.  Clymer,  Peters,  Evans,  T^owrey,  Kennedy, 
Findley,  M'Lene,  Lollar  and  Schott,  be  a  Committee  to  revive  the 
prefent  militia  law,  and  report  a  bill  for  tlie  better  regulation  of  the 
militia  of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  3,  on  the  petition  of  Ann  Ne- 
drow,  made  report,  that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition,  and  that  they  have  leave  according!  v. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  8,  on  the  petition  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Philofophical  Society,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpofe  of  granting  to  the  American  Philofophical  Society  acres 

of  unappropriated  lands,  as  a  fund  for  the  laudable  purpoics  fet  forth 
in  their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  Meffrs.  Wynkoop,  M‘Lene  and  Rittenhoufe,  be  the 
Commilfioners  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  8,  refpeding  the  late  eleflion 
of  reprefentatives  for  the  county  of  Bedford,  made  report,  which  was 
read,  and  adopted  as  follows  :  - 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reprefentation  of  the 
judges  of  the  firft  eledion  diftrid  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  fet.ting 
forth,  that  in  drawing  the  votes  a  ticket  appeared,  in  which  the  names 
of  John  Piper  and  jocob  Sa5^1or  were  mentioned  as  members  of  Aiicm- 
bly,  but  the  ticket  not  being  cut  according  to  law,  it  was  not  counted, 
yet  was  caufed  to  be  hied  with  the  other  ticket,  by  means  of  which 
faid  ticket  not  being  counted,  faid  Jacob  Saylor  and  Abraham  Cable 
had  an  equal  number  of  votes,  which  would  not  otherwife  have  been 
V  the  cafe  ;  and  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  an  election 
ought  not  to  be  fet  afide  for  fo  trifling  a  negledi:,  as  not  cutting  a  ticket 
^  according  to  law,  at  leaft  where  no  fraud  appears  to  have  been  intend¬ 
ed,  they  offer  the  following  refolution  ’ 

Refolved,  that  Jacob  Saylor  is  duly  eleded  a  reprefentatiye  in  the 
General  Affembly  for  the  County  of  Bedford  for  the  enfuing  year, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  take  his  feat  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  to  the  Wyoming  bufinefs, 
made  a  further  report,  which  was  alfo  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  county  of  Luzerne  further  re¬ 
port,  that  in  their  opinion  it  will  be  expedient  to  introduce  into  the 
propofed  bill,  a  claufe  relative  to  the  compenfations,  to  the  difpoiTeffed 
Pennfylvania  claimants,  to  the  following  effeft. 

That  the  Executive  Council  appoint  two  perfons,  one  on  the  part  of 
the  hate,  the  other  on  the  part  of  the  faid  Pennfylvania  claimants,  on 
the  recommendation  of  them,  or  any  confiderable  number  of  them, 
which  two  perfons  (hall  choofe  a  third. 

That  the  faid  three  perfons  (hall  be  commiffioners  to  examine  into 
‘the  value  ®f  the  lands  for  which  compenfation  is  to  be  made,  and  cer¬ 
tify 
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1  hat  the  faid  claimants  fliall  feverally  hat^e  an  option,  to  accept  s 
coiDpcnfation  in  the  reiidaiiiTi  of  the  donation  lands,  or  in  any  other 
puoiic  hinds  within  the  old  or  new  purchafe,  not  referved  for  the  ufe 
Oi  the  Cominonvvealth,  or  otherwife  in  certiiicatcs  to  the  amount,  pas’’” 
able  in  mhairnents  and  bearing  intereh. 

On  inotion  or  Mr.  L'itzji  nons^  feconded  by  Mr.  Findley, 

B.efoIved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en¬ 
able  coinmiilioners  therein  to  be  named,  to  lay  cut  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  roads  between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  weftern 
parts  of  the  ftate,  the  monies  arifing  from  the  lottery  lately  drawn  in 
purfuance  of  the  ad  of  AfTembly  for  ralfing,  by  way  of  lottery,  the 
fura  of  42000  dollars*,  for  improving  the  public  roads  weitward  of  the 
city,  and  towards  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Schuylkdl, 
paffed  the  i5ih  March,  1784. 

Ordered,  that  MefTrs.  Fitzfimons,  Wynkoop,  andL  Keifter,  be  a 
Committee  for  the  aforefaid  purpofe. 

Colonel  Hubhy  prefen  ted  a  bill,  entitled  an  ad  for  veiling  the 
public  kore-hoiile,  and  two  lots  of  ground  in  the  borough  and  coun¬ 
ty  of  J.ancafter,  in  the  trukees  of  Franklin  College,  for  the  ufe  of  ths 
faid  inltitution,”  ^vhich  was  read  the  frit  time,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peters  presented,  agreeably  to  order,  a  bill  entitled  an  ad  to 
veil  Richard  W  eils  and  John  Clittcrd  the  lhare  or  portion  of  the  Ihip 
Anna,  latdy  forfeited  to  this  Hate,’"  alfo, another  entitled  an  ad  to 
veil  in  tne  Supreme  Pixccutive  Council  of  this  fcate  a  power  to  remit, 
either  in  the  whole  or  part,  any  forfeiture  or  forfeitures  accrued  to  the 
ilate  under  the  laws  for  the  regulation  of  trade. 

Mr.  titzfirnon:  prefented  ‘  another,  entitled  “■  an  ad  to  alter  and 
amend  an  ad,  entitled  an  ad  for  ereding  and  opening  a  loan  office 
f  r  the  fum  of  50,000,’'  which  were  read  feveraliy  for  the  firll  time, 
fand  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

i.  n  motion  of  Mr.  FUzfimons^  the  bill  to  encourage  the  erection 
of  a  permanent  bridge  acrofs  the  nver  Schuylkill,’'  was  read  a  fecond 
time’,  and  without  debates. 

Ordered,  to  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for  public- 
con.lderation. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Willing,  the  ad  to  enable  the  owners  of  certain 
meadows  to  repair  the  banks,  &c.  and  raife  a  fund  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  ffirne,”  was  alfo  read  a  fecond  time,  and  without  debate, 

(ddered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  half  paft  nin^,  A.  Al. 

Thursday,  November  15,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Clymer  prefented  a  memorial  from  the  hon.  Francis  Kopkinfen, 

Ef(|. 
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Efq.  was  read,  iiating  that  a  bill  hal  been  introdaced  to  the  late 
Hoafe  for  leiTcning  the  falaries  of  the  various  officers  of  governtncnr. 
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from  the  Prehdent  dov/nward  ;  that  after  mu'ch  coniideration  and  de¬ 
bate,  the  fame  was  thrown  out,  and  the  falaries  of  all  were  iudered 
to  continue  as  before,  but  that  of  the  judge  of  admiralty,  from 
whom  two  fifths  was  taken  ;  in  confequence  whereof  he  prays,  that 
when  this  Floufe  fhall  pafs  an  ad  for  the  regulation  of  fees,  a  claufe 
may  be  inferted  for  vcfling  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  with  the  fees 
of  his  office,  which  are  now  made  payable  to  the  treafury  ;  and 
on  motion  and  by  fpeciai  order,  the  fame  was  read  again,  and  refer¬ 
red  to  Meffrs.  Clyraer,  Hubiey,  and  Piper,  to  report  thereon. 

A  petition  from  David  Idillyer,  late  quarter-mafter’s  ferjeant  in  the 
invalid  regiment  commanded  by  Col.  hdcola,  fetting  forth  that  he 
‘had  not  received  the  gratuity  of  8o  dollars  promifed  to  thofe  who 
continued  in  the  fervice  until  the  end  of  the  war,  and  praying  this 
Houfe  to  dired  payment  thereof  to  be  made  to  him  ;  by  fpeciai  or- 
•  der  it  was  referred  to  the  grand  Committee  of  cljims. 

CoL  IVill  prefented  the  petition  of  Thomas  Preift,  praying  this 
Koufe  to  grant  him  an  annual  fuin  of  money,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  the  mail  between  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  the  weltern 
coUxUties  of  this  hate.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  M^Calmoni  prefented  a  propofal  from  John  Skinner,  engag¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  himfelf,  his  heirs  and  affigns,  to  keep  and  mam- 
tain  the  hate  high  way  m  the  fame  deferibed,  in  good  repair,  pro¬ 
vided  that  he,  his  heirs  and  aiTigns/are  by  law  excluded  from  the 
payment  of  taxes.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  manufadurers  and  others,  dealers 
in  coal,  was  read,  praying  that  the  incafure  of  that  article  may  be 
done  by  the  fworn  meafurer  of  the  city  alone,  or  his  deputies. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Fitzfimons,  ^^i^l  and  M‘Lene, 
to  report  a  bill  if  they  deem  it  neceffiry. 

The  petition  from  150  inhabitants  of  Wayne  and  Derry  Townfhips, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  Was  read  a  fecond  time  ;  audit  was 
agreed  to  be  committed. 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  nominated  Meffrs.  Kennedy,  Dollar  and, 
Oliver. 

Mr.  Kennedy  objeded,  becaufe  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with 
thefe  people’s  diftreffes,  as  to  interell  himfelf  for  their  relief ;  it 
Was  in  the  nature  of  man  to  fympathize  with  the  unfortunate,  which 
flight  affed  that  rigid  decifxOn  juftke  required. 

Mr.  Loga?i  conceived  the  petition  a  very  proper  fubjed  for  th^ 
Committee  on  ways  and  means. 

Ml.  M^Lene  hoped  that  it  would  not  go  to  that  Committee,  as 
the  Chairman  had  reprefented  the  other  day  to  the  Houfe,  that  no 
report  v/as  tobeexpeded  from  that  Committee  this  feffion — He  thought 
it  would  be  more  rcfpedable  to  appoint  a  fpeciai  Committee,  othvcr- 
W’ife  referring  it  to  a  Committee  who  could  not  report,  would  be 
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a  dear  and  fare  way  to  get  rid  of  the  application  altogether. 

Tvir.  Logan  had  no  intention  of  gi'dng  it  the  go-by  in  referring 
It  to  the  Committee  on  wavs  and  means,  nor  could  he  conceive 
W’nat  fuggefied  fuch  an  idea  to  the  gentleman — he  thought  it  a 
p^roper  fiibjed  for  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means,  becaiife  that 
Committee  ought  to  know  what  reliance  they  are  to  have  on  eve¬ 
ry  pa'*t  ot  the  fate,  both  to  pay  the  long  out-idanding  arrearages, 
as  well  as  the  new  taxes  which  inuft  be  impofed  to  make  up  that 
defciencv. 

Mr.  Pitzjimons  jiud  mentioned  to  the  Houfe,  that  when  he  faid  the 
other  day  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means  could  not  report,  he 
had  done  it  upon  the  prefumption  that  the  Houfe  would  rife  on 
Saturday,  which  at  that  time  they  appeared  determined  to  do  ;  but 
fnce  it  had  become  probable  the  felTioii  could  not  terminate 
lo  foon,  he  hoped  that  Committee  wmuld  report,  and  that  wdth 
all  poffibie  difpatch — he  did  not  give  this  information  with  a  view 
to  have  the  petition  referred  to  that  Committee,  becaufe  he  con¬ 
ceived  It  an  improper  fubjedt  for  them,  and  bccaufe  it  might  de^ 
lav  a  much  more  important  concern. 

Mr.  fhj ;dooj)  juii  gave  his  opinion,  that  when  any  part  of  a  coun¬ 
ty  was  exonerated  on  any  account  w'hatfoever  from  the  payment  of  a 
quotaed  tax,  the  county  at  large  ought  to  pay  up  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Lutdlcy  thought  that  rule  would  not  hold  on  all  occafions,  be¬ 
caufe  whole  counties  were  fometimes  exonerated,  as  during  the  late 
war ;  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  be  better  to  fubinit  the  petition  to 
a  fpecial  Committee. 

Mr.  Wy?ikoop  ftill  thought  he  was  right,  becaufe  the  expofed  fituatloia 
of  a  countywas  coD  iidered  and  quotaed  according  to  thofc  circumftances, 
perhaps  not  more  than  f.  loo  ;  this  ought  by  no  means  to  be  abated. 

Mr.  Lindly  jud  obferved,  that  a  great  part  of  fornc  counties  w^erc 
depopulated,  therefore  mud  be  exonerated  from  the  payment. 

Mr.  P/yVr  knew  that  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  townihips  in  Cum¬ 
berland  that  now  petitioned,  as  w^ell  as  fome  part  of  Bedford  county, 

tlemen  had 
erring  to  a 
petitioners, 
"  mud  have 

•  been  exoneratf'd  with  the  others. 

Mr.  Findby  thought  the  fubje-ft:  ought  to  be  v  ell  confdered,  on  account 
of  precedent,  led  it  opens  a  door  lor  claims  improperly,  or  diuts  a 
/loor  againd  jud  and  reafonable  applications — wherefore  hoped  a  fpecial 
Committee  might  be  appointed. 

Whereupon  it  was  referred  to  Mefr  •  Lewis,  Logrn,  Vvynkocp,  Ken¬ 
nedy,  Findley,  Lollar  and  Oliver,  to  r.  port  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Schott^  the  petition  of  l.ewis  Hallam  and  John 
Henry,  read  ycxderday,  y/as  read  a  fecond  time)  and  moved  to  be  com¬ 
mitted. 

Colonel 


Mr.  LrLcne  thought  the  didcrence  or  opinion  which  gen 
already  fnewn,  was  enough  to  evince  the  necellitv  of  ref 
fpecial  Committee  ;  tlic  word  thing  that  applied  againd  the 
v/as  not  a;kin2  in  time  :  for  if  they  had  it  was  certain  thev 
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‘Colonel  Pip^r  hoped  the  houfe  would  employ  their  time  better  than 

ki  confidering  this  fubjed. - The  qiicftion,  lhall  it  be  referred  to  a 

Committee,  was  put  and  loft,  only  fixteen  riling  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Avre  townfhip, 
in  Bedford  county,  made  report,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioLers 
cannot  be  granted.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  2d,  on  the  petitibn  and  re>» 
monftrance  of  a  number  of  ^ the  inhabitants  cf  the  townfhip  of  Moy- 
amenfing  and  Paflyunk,  againft  the  propofed  road  from  Gray’s  ferry, 
made  report,  which  was  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  petition  from  weft  Chefter,  in  the  County 
of  Chefter,  alfo  made  report — as  did  the  Committee  appointed  yefter- 
day  on  the  petition  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Berks  Coun¬ 
ty  ;  both  of  which  reports  were  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  prefented  yefterdav  on  the  petition  of  /\nn  rvedrow,  wad 
f^ead  a  fecond  time  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 
Mr.  M'Do^ely  agreeably  to  leave  given,  reported  a  bill  eniiued  ‘‘  an 
aft  authoriftng  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  draw  an  order  on 
the  treafiirer  of  this  ftate,  for  the  fum  of  79I.  10s.  in  favor  of  Akx- 
ander  M’Dowell,”  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tab,e» 

Mr.  I'Vynkoop  reported  a  bill  entitled  “  an  ad  for  vefting - * - - 

thoufand  acres  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  incorporated  American 
Philofophical  Society,  held  in  Philadelphia  for  promoting  of  iifefui 
knowledge”  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled 
a  fupplement  to  an  ad,  entitled  an  ad  to  alter  and  amend  an  ad, 
entitled  an  ad  to  remedy  the  defeds  of  the  feveral  ads  of  Aftem- 
bly  heretofore  made,  for  regulating  the  eledions  of  juftices  of  the 
peace  throughout  this  ftate,  and  to  eifablifti  a  permanent  mode  for  hol¬ 
ding  fuch  eledions,  and  to  authorize  the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  to  hold  the  courts  of  record  of  the  faid  city,  and 
to  make  further  proviiion  for  the  due  eledlon  and  return  of  juftices  of 
the  peace  eled,”  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  {he  table. 

Mr.  Clymer  reported  a  bill  entitled  a  fupplement  to  an  ad,  en¬ 
titled  an  ad  for  afeertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  perfons  called 
the  Connedicut  claiments,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned”  which, 
was  read,  and  .  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled, 
an  ad  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M^Intire,  James  Young,  Anthony, 
Baftide  and  Charles  Bjuzelot,  infolvent  debtors,  confined  in  the  gaol  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,”  which  was  read  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpe-* 
«ial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Fttzjimons  declared  it  a  very  unpleafant  thing  to  oppofe  an  ad 
of  mercy,  yet  he  thought  in  a  country  where  tl^e  laws  were  fo  lenieny 
towards  debtors,  that  few  applications  need  come  before  the  legifla» 
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ture,  as  particular  laws  were  not  only  improper,  but  aJmoft  unncceflar}% 
If  the  Committee  had  flated  any  thing  to  the  Houfe  to  fhew  the  necef- 
fity  of  the  prefent  bill,  he  had  been  abfent  at  the  time,  as  he  did  not 
remember  any  thing  on  this  head,  he  would  therefore  call  upon  them 
for  information  ;  but  there  appeared  among  the  names  mentioned  in 
the  bill  (though  he  was  perfonally  unacquainted  with  them  all)  ene 
that  was  very  little  deferving  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  had  heard 
his  charaHer  from  report  only,  and  might  be  altogether  milinformed— - 
but  if  what  bad  been  relatd  to  him  was  true,  the  Houfe  would  hardly 
judge  it  proper  to  intereft  themfelves  for  fuch  a  perfon  :  It  was  Mr- 
jVMntire,  who  if  report  fpeaks  true,  has  injured  an  hOneft  man  very 
feverely,  and  abufed  the  confidence  of  his  worthy  friend.  The  Houfe  ‘ 
inuil  be  well  fatisfed  that  the  man  deferves  their  mercy  before  they  ex- 
tend  it  to  him,  to  the  greater  injury  of  the  gentleman  who  is  already 
a  fevere  fufferer  by  his  mifeonduft, 

Mr.  V/ ill  apprehended  the  others  being  old  cafes,  and  reported  on  at 
tliC  former  feffion,  that  the  Houfe  were  w^eli  acquainted  with  them,  and 
latisfied  of  the  propriety  of  interfering.  In  the  cafe  of  Mr.  MTntire, 
he  fiates  his  prefent  fituation  to  beoccafioned  by  fome  heavy  and  unfor-< 
feen  lolTes,  as  well  as  the  failure  of  another  perfon  wTo  has  injured 
him,  fo  much  as  to  render  him  incapable  of  making  payment  to  his 
creditors ;  he  is  willing  to  deliver  up  all  his  property  on  oath  as  an  in- 
folvcnt,  but  he  cannot  come  under  the  bankrupt  law,  as  the  debt  for 
which  he  is  confined  was  contraHcd  L>efore  that  was  paffed. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  as  much  juftice  was  due  to  the  creditor  as  lenity 
to  the  debtor.  1  he  perfon  objeded  to  he  knew  but  little  of ;  he 
had  knowm  him  during  the  war,  and  that  he  exerted  himfelf  in  favour, 
of  the  American  caufe  ;  it  was  this  that  induced  him  to  prefent  that 

f^erfon’s  petition  ;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  circumftances  of  his  debts, 
nit  if  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  immoral  practices,  to  the 
injury  of  his  creditors,  he  conceived  the  Houfe  ought  Co  take  time  to  fa- 
tisfy  themfelves  on  this  head — and  if  they  are  found  well-grounded, 
the  man  deferved  punifhment,  but  if  they  are  nothing  more  than  re¬ 
ports,  the  Houfe  will  not  refufe  him  that  lenity  which  he  may  be  de¬ 
ferving  of. 

Mr.  FitzJlmo?is  was  totally  unacquainted  with  the  man,  and  had  only 
heard  from  general  report,  the  circumftances  which  he  had  related; 
the  particulars  of  which  were,  that  this  man  was  entrufted  with  a  con- 
ftdcrable  fum  of  money,  I  believe  10,000  dollars,  by  a  gentleman  in 
Nev/-Orleans,  to  inveft  in  a  certain  manner  which  was  direifted — in- 
ftcad  of  applying  the  money  in  the  manner  preferibed  to  him,  he  entire¬ 
ly  negleHcd  it,  firft  went  to  Europe  and  afterwards  to  India,  On  his 
return  here,  the  creditor  fent  a  perfon  to  him,  but  he  could  obtain  no 
fatlsfaHion,  though  he  had  a  great  property  with  him  at  the  time. 

Now  if  die  money  is  really  fjient,  and  the  property  gone,  I  agree 
with  the  Committee  that  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  keep  him  confined,  and  if 
it  is  only  to  extend  the  infolvcnt  ad  to  him,  1  fhall  not  objed.  Hut 

really 
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really  tlie  number  of  bankrupts  which  every  day  flain  our  public  newf-  ^ 
papers,  and  the  prodigious  number  who  have  recourfe  to  the  a(ft  of  in- 
folvency,  and  are  liberated  at  every  court. of  common  pleas,  I  think 
fliould  make  the  Legiflature  tenacious  of  extending  lenity  further  than 
what  merely  related  to  the  perfon  of*  the  debtor,  if  it  operated  to 
deftroy  the  property  of  the  creditor ;  he  did  not  mean  to  be  particular 
in  this  cafe,  if  the  man  had  really  no  property  left. 

Mr.  M^Lene  thought  it  would  be  better  to  publifh  this  bill,  without 
Thomas  M‘Intire’s  name,  becaufe  if  the  reports  that  had  been  mention¬ 
ed  were  well-founded,  the  Houfe  would  not  difeharge  him — and  if  his 
name  was  printed  in  the  bill  and  erafed  on  the  third  reading,  it  might 
wound  his  feelings  ;  nor  would  he  add  diftrefs  upon  diltrefs  ;  if  the  re¬ 
port  was  unfounded,  his  name  might  eafily  be  added  hereafter,  and  it 
is  beft  to  err  on  the  hde  of  clemency.  ' 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  occafon  to  flrike  out 
the  name,  becaufe  thefe  things  were  reported  on  hearfay  only  ;  his  name 
might  go  out,  and  if  it  was  true  as  reported,  his  creditors  might  come 
forward  and  confront  him. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  alfo  it  was  right  to  let  the  name  Hand  for  the 
reafon  juft  mentioned  ;  for  his  part  he  did  not  wifti  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  any  man,  but  if  the  man  is  guilty  of  the  crime  fuppofed,  he  deferves 
his  feelings  to  be  wounded. 

Mr.  Le^is,  I  am  againft  the  propofed  amendment  fir,  as  ftated  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Franklin.  Our  conftitution  and  huma¬ 
nity  both  require,  that  the  perfon  of  an  unfortunate  debtor  lhall  not  be 
confined  in  gaol,  after,  he  has  relinouiftied  to  liis  creditors  all  the  pro¬ 
perty  he  has  acquired.  Thomas  M‘ Intire,  with  feveral  others,  I  find 
have  applied  to  this  houfe  for  the  liberation  of  their  perfons.  The 
Committee  who  were  appointed  to  make  report,  have  enquired  into 
their  cafes,  and  we  have  no  right  to  fuppofe  they  have  been  more  defi¬ 
cient  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  on  this  occafion  than  any  other. 
They  have  made  report  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  find  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  both  reafonable  and  juft,  and  therefore  proper  for  us  to 
grant.  A  bill  fince  has  been  brought  before  us,  and  we  are  deft  red  to 
ftrike  out  the  name  of  one  perfon  ;  let  me  afk  upon  what  ground  is  the 
amendment  propofed  ?  is  it  becaufe  a  member  has  heard  that  this  man 
is  a  bad  man  ?  I  apprehend  it  is  fir  ;  but  is  this  vague  and  uncertain 
report  equal,  nay  fuperior  to  the  report  of  your  Committee,  who  I  fay 
rriade  full  enquiry  confonant  with  their  duty  ?  it  is  alfo  feared,  that  if 
his  name  fhould  be  publifhed  in  the  bill,  and  be  hereafter  ftruck  out 
when  his  creditors  come  forward  and  dernonftrate  to  you  that  he  is  the 
pradifing  and  artful  villain,  then  it  may  tend  to  hurt  his  feelings  ;  if 
iir,  he  is  fuch  a  charader,  I  care  not  how  much  his  feelings  are  hurt^ 
but  if  he  is  not,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he  is  not,  or  your  Com¬ 
mittee  would  not  have  recommended  him  to  us,  how  are  you  to  ad!  after 
erafing  his  name  ?  Will  his  creditors  know  any  thing  of  his  application 
for  releafe,  if  the  bill  is  publiftied  without  his  name  ?  and  can  they  come 
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forward  to  fhew  the  impropriety  of  liberating  him  if  they  have  objec¬ 
tions  ?  or  to  fhew  the  truth  of  the  fads  alledged  if  they  are  fads  ?  The 
Committee  have  further  informed  you  fir,  that  the  man  cannot  avail 
hinvfelf  of  the  bankrypt  ad,  becaufe  his  debt  was  contradted  before  it 
W'as  pafTed,  aad  that  law  having  no  retrofped,  cannot  provide  for  his 
relief.  "T  he  benehc  of  the  infoivent  laws  cannot  be  adminiftcred  unto 
him,  becaufe  the  debt  far  exceeds  .  i50Mnor  can  he  ferve  a  notice  upoa 
the  creditor  as  enjoined  by  that  la  w,  becaufe  his  creditor  lives  in  a  dif- 
tant  country.  From  all  which  circumllances,  it  muft  be  clear  to  every 
gentleman  that  he  hands  beyond  relief  from  any  exifling  law.  If  the 
bill  goes  forward  \vith  his  name  in  it,  w'e  fhall  afterward  be  able  ta 
deride  on  his  cafe  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  our  duty  and  juffice  may  re¬ 
quire  ;  but  if  his  name  is  omitned,  the  evidence  againft  him  cannot 
come  before  us,  and  tlie  fame  objedion  will  lie  on  any  future  application  ; 
from  which  coniiderations,  I  hope  fir  the  amendment  may  be  nega¬ 
tived,  aijd  the  bill  be  publlflied  as  it  now  hands. 

Mr,  My  worthy  colleague  tells  you,  hr,  that  the  Com¬ 

mittee  have  given  you  informatiori  of  having  made  the  neceffary  enr;piry, 
;and  therefore  recommend  the  perfcn  to  your  attention  ;  if  this  is  the 
cafe  hr,  I  fhall  by  no  mieans  objed  to  the  bill  going  forward  as  it  now 
hands ;  but  have  the  Committee  mentioned  their  having  called  the 
creditors  forth,  or  gi'/en  them  notice  to  meet,  and  heard  them  on  the 
fubjed  ;  if  they  have  hated  fuch  matter,  I  am  ignorant  of  it,  and 
fhould  be  glad  to  hear  it  repeated. 

Mr.  IVifl.  The  Committee  reported  fully  after  hearing  the  creditors 
of  the  other  three,  but  the  creditor  of  Thomas  MTntire  is  in  a  dihant 
country,  and  could  not  be  heard. 

Mr.  Fit-^firnym  apprehended  the  creditor  liad  fome  perfon  here,  who 
2ts  an  agent  or  attornev  could  throw  fome  light  on  the  fubjed. 

d  he  quehion  on  hrikino-  out  the  name  of  d  hoinas  MTntire  was  pu 
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and  negatived. 

Mr.  M‘ L('?ie  to  three  weeks  being  the  term  that  the  debtors 

fjiould  advertife  for  the  appeance  of  their  creditors,  before  the  court 
of  common  j.deas,  as  he  fuppofed  the  creditors  could  not  hear  of  the 
application  by  that  time. 

'  'Mr.  /Fb// concei  ved  if  the  Floufe  meant  to  relieve  thefe  perfons,  that 
the^  would  do  it  before  an  advertifement  could  reach  the  Eafi-Indiqs 
ind  return. 

dlie  bill  without  farther  debate  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
tranferibed  and  publiHied  for  public  confideration. 

Mr.  Fhifmons,  The  Iloufe  yeflerday  on  my  motion  came  to  a  re- 
folution  fc/approprating  the  money  raifed  by  the  late  lottery,  to  the 
foie  purpofe  of  improving  the  road  to  t  weffward  of  this  ci'y:  I 
propofed  that  ^efolution  under  the  impreflicn,  that  as  the  fum  was 
fo  fmal],  not  exceeding  /.  1700,  it  could  not  be  applied  with  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  two  objeTs  oi  tlic  bill  under  which  it  was  raifed  ;  one  of 

Uiepa  it  might  be  offervice  to  y  but  he  Lad  fmee  learned  that  the  half 
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of  it  could  be  ufefully  employed  in  clearing  or  improring  the  naviaa- 
tion  of  the  river  Schuylkilb  therefore  he  was  for  adhering  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  inflitution  of  the  law,  and  begged  the  motion  might  be  rccon- 
£dered. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  the  refolution  was  agreed  to  yeRerdaj  without 
due  confideration,  and  therefore  hoped  it  might  be  reconfidered  j 
he  was  of  opinion  that  an  alteration  in  the  application  ol  money 
from  the  original  purpofe,  was  in  fomc  degree  a  breach  of  the 
public  faith,  and  he  was  pretty  conhdetit’  that  many  perfons  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  that  lottery,  on  the  expedlation  of  the  prolits  being  applied 
to  the  improvement  of  the  Schuylkill ;  iffo,  it  was  abfolutely  deceiving 
thofe  and  violating  our  faith,  to  alter  the  ufe  from  what  they  believe, 
they  were  contributing  toward. 

Mr.  Fitzjimons  had  made  the  motion  yeflerday,  under  the  opinion 
that  a  divilion  of  fo  fmall  a  fum  would  defeat  both  objedls,  but  the 
application  of  the  whole  to  one  might  be  ufeful. 

Two  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  on  the  Committee  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  original  intention  of  the  law  miglit  be  adhered  to, 
and  the  half  laid  out  very  beneficially  in  the  improvement  of  the  river, 
whereupon  they  had  agreed  to  bring  the  matter  again  before  the  Houfe, 
as  they  were  unable  to  report  in  favour  of  the  motion.  There  had 
been  fomething  lingular  in  the  appropriation  of  this  money  from  the 
beginning.  When  the  fcheme  of  the  lottery  was  lirlf  fet  on  foot,  one 
of  the  objects  was  a  particular  accommodation  to  the  city,  by  eredfing 
an  exchange ;  this  was  continued  in  the  bill  during  the  publication, 
and  only  Itruck  out  when  the  bill  was  palling  into  a  law  on  the  third 
reading  ;  to  this  alteration  might  in  feme  meafure  be  attributed  the 
deiiciency  in  what  was  expedfed  to  be  raifed  ;  the  adf  likewife  had  an 
expreflion  in  it  which  appeared  to  leave  the  application  to  any  future 
Houfe  :  the  words  are,  “  agreeably  to  the  laws  now  exifting,  or  laws 
which  may  hereafter  be  enadfed  for  that  purpofe.’’  But  lince  he  had 
lieard  the  moiety  of  the  money  could  be  ufefully  employed  on  the  river, 
he  cheerfully  gave  up  the  intention  of  applying  the  whole  to  the  roads. 
He  hoped  fome  gentleman  would  alfo  inform  the  Houfe  of  the  advan¬ 
tages,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  refeind  their  vote  of  yellerday. 

Mr,  hollar — It  clearly  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  law  to 
have  each  moity  applied  to  the  purpofes  already  mentu^ied,  let  the 
amount  of  it  be  great  or  fmall,  wherefore  he  would  vote  for  a  re- 
confideration. 

The  Houfe  agreed  to  reconfider — and  in  confequence  of  an  inti¬ 
mation  from  the.  fpeaker  it  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Fitzlimons  to  a- 
mend  his  motion  by  inferting  after  “  for  the  improvement  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  roads”  the  words  “  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Schuylkill,”  which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

A  defultory  converfation  arofe  upen  two  or  three  alteration  that 
were  propofed,  and  Mr.  M‘Lene  did  not  opprove  of  the  Commilfion- 
,^rs  being  appointed  by  the  Houfe.  He  tliought  this  a  power  the  coun¬ 
cil. 
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cil  ought  to  exercife — and  they  could  do  it  better  than  the  Houfe, 
for  they  might  employ  this  money  by  contract,  and  hence  would  a- 
rife  a  great  faving. 

Mr.  Clymer  thought  this  obfervation  merited  attention,  and  wilhed 
the  Committee  to  be  left  free  on  this  point,  whether  in  the  bill  they 
faould  report  Commiffioners  to  expend  the  money,  or  leave  it  to 
Council  to  ad  as  they  might  judge  proper. 

Mr.  hollar  advocated  the  fame  idea,  but  as  the  motion  could  not 
be  moulded  at  the  table  to  fuit  every  gentleman’s  wifhes,  it  was  mo^ 
ved  by  Mr.  Clymer  to  pollpone  for  a  little  time,  in  order  that  ano¬ 
ther  refolutioii  might  be  framed. 

This  was  agreed  to  ;  aud  after  a  fhort  time  the  bufinefs  was  agaia 
Imought  forward — when  it  was  determined  to  leave  the  mode  of  ap- 
^plication  to  the  Superme  Executiv'e  Council;  and  the  fame  Committee 
as  were  appointed  yefterday,  were  now  re-appointed  and  ordered  to 
bring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  M^Lene  thought  if  the  Hoiife  had  an  intention  to  pafs  the  Wy¬ 
oming  bill  this  feffion,  it  would  be  bell:  to  give  it  difpatch,  and 
let  it  have  a  fecond  reading — he  had  heard  the  former  bill  complaind 
of,  and  conceived  this  would  remove  the  complaints — if  the  Houfc 
.agreed  with  him  in  this  opinion,  he  iliould  call  it  up. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  there  was  a  real  neceflity  for  pafUng  this  bill 
before  the  Floufe  rofe,  for  which  reafon  he  heartily  joined  the  member 
in  chilling  it  up. 

Mr.  Kemiedy  confelTed  he  had  fome  doubts  of  the  propriety  of 
reading  a  bill  of  fo  mmeh  importance  twice  in  one  day,  he  believed 
it  wmuid  be  better  to  defer  it  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Schott  wiibed  it  poftponed  until  to-morrow,  as  probably  he 
Ihouid  have  fome  amendments  to  propoie. 

Mr.  M'Lene  hereupon  withdrew  his  call, 

And  the  Houfe  adjourned  until  to-morrow  half  pad  nine.  A..  M. 

Friday,  November  i6,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  m.et  purfuant  to  adjournment, 

Mr.  Maclay  prefented  two  petitions  from  a  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  county  of  1  Northumberland,  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
late  Houfe,  fating  the  numerous  difficulties  and  inconveniences  they 
fiiftain  by  their  remote  fitiiation  from  the  feat  of  jufdcein  that  county, 
and  praying  the  Floufe  will  pleafe  to  lay  off  a  new  county  for  their  ac¬ 
commodation.  •  •  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hiltzheimer  prefented  the  report  in  part,  of  the  grand  Commit¬ 
tee  of  claims,  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mocre  alfo  prefented  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Margaret  Davis,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  encouraging  and  proteffing  the  manufadfurers  of  the 
date  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  tranferibed  and  pub- 
lifbed,  as  was  the  bill  for  amending  former  a^s  relative  to  the  jufices 
•f  the  peace  within  this  date.  Mr, 
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Mr.  Schoit  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  a  fup- 
plement  to  an  a(ft,  eiatitled  an  aft  for  afcertaining:  and  conhrminor  to 
certain  perlons  called  Conefticut  claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed 
within  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  pupofes  therein  menti¬ 
oned. 

After  reading  over  the  fame  it  was  agreed  to  be  confidered  by  pa¬ 
ragraphs. 

The  enafling  claufe  being  read  by  winch  the  fiipreme  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  are  empowered  and  direffced  to  raife  and  keep  up  fuch  mi¬ 
litary  force  in  that  County,  as  they  raay  judge  necelTary  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  to  draw  on  the 
treafurer  for  the  monies  requilite  for  that  purpofe,  provided  that  this 
force  do  not  exceed  hve  hundred  men,  nor  be  kept  in  pay  for  a  long¬ 
er  time  than  one  year  from  the  palling  of  this  adl. 

M.  M’Lene  confefled  he  had  his  doubts  on  the  propriefy  of  this 
claufe,  for  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  this  ftate  cannot 
raife  an  army  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs  ;  it  is  there  provided, 
that  no  Jiate  Jhall  keep  up  a  body  of  troops  in  time  of  peace,  except  fuch 
number  only  as  in  the  judg7nent  of  Congrefs  /hall  be  requijite  to  garrijon  the 
forts,  but  every  ftate  fhall  keep  up  a  well  difciplined  militia.  Now 
it  appears  from  this  article,  and  the  refolution  which  was  agreed  to  by 
the  Houfe  the  other  day,  that  it  was  underftood  by  us  to  be  improper* 
until  the  confent  of  Congrefs  was  obtained ;  Council  was  inltrufled  to 
apply  to  Congrefs  for  leave  to  raife  thefe  troops,  but  by  fome  means 
that  has  not  been  got  :  I  wifh  gentlemen  would  therefore  think  whe¬ 
ther  we  are  at  liberty  to  raife  forces  for  the  occalion  propofed  in  the 
bill,  without  the  affent  of  Congrefs,  and  in  violation  of  the  articles  of 
x^onfederation — for  my  own  part,  I  confefs  I  have  doubts  ;  but  if  any 
gentleman  can  remove  them  I  fhall  be  in  favor  of  the  claufe,  if  not 
I  muft  move  to  poilpone  the  bill,  until  I  can  be  fatished.  Another 
great  difficulty  with  me  is  to  raife  the  money  necelTary  to  make  provi- 
fion  for  thefe  five  hundred  troops.  What  funds  can  we  provide  fir,  out 
of  which  they  may  be  paid,  when  we  know  we  are  already  diftreffed  ? 
For  my  part  I  dont  fee  how  the  law  is  to  be  carried  into  effed  if  it  is 
agreed  to- — but  I  fhall  wait  and  hear  what  other  gentlemen  have  to  fay, 
and  what  their  fentiments  are  on  this  fubje(ft,  before  I  move  the  pofl- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Clymer,  I  aYn  very  forry  fir  the  obfervation  has  been  made, 
that  we  were  unfuccefsful  in  the  application  we  dire(?fed  Council  to 
make  to  Congrefs,  becaufe  I  confider  it  of  no  fervice  to  our  caufe  or  to 
the  ftate. 

I  wifh  alfo  that  Council  had  not  mentioned  it  in  their  meffasre,  be- 
€aufe  It  was  not  neceffary  to  be  known.  Council  had  gone  far  enough, 
when  they  paid  the  compliment  to  Congrefs,  who  no  doubt  would  have 
complied  with  the  requeft  had  they  been  fitting;  The  bufinefs. might 
have  refted  here,  and  the  world  could  not  have  fuppofed  but  we  had 
obtained  the  confent  of  Conpreft;. 

Tho’ 
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Tho'  we  have  been  difappointed  by  a  circumllance  which  was  not  ad^  ^ 
verted  to  at  the  time,^yet  nr,  feif-prefervation  is  the  paramount  law  of 
nature.  We  are  not  to  negled  our  own  fafety  or  remain  inadive, 
when  force  is  required  for  the  protection  and  fupport  of  our  authority,  ? 
againil:  a  lawlefs  banditti  of  perverted  citizens,  or  to  keep  the  turbulent  . 
in  fubjecVion,  We  ought  not  to  lofe  the  fubftance  in  ftriving  to  ob-  ; 
tain  the  iliadow,  or  attend  to  forms  when  fuch  attention  eminently 
rifques  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  ftatc.  As  to  the  other  objedions 
which  he  has  taken,  that  our  funds  are  fo  low  as  not  to  furnilh  the 
means  of  raifing  troops,  there  may  be  fome  w'eight  in  it — but  as 
Council  are  left  to  the  management  of  this  bufmefs,  they  are  fure  to  go 
no  further  than  the  means  will  permit.  If  money  enough  connot  be 
found  to  comp’y  with  the  full  extent  of  the  demand,  enough  may  be 
had  to  raife  a  force  which  may  ftill  be  adequate.  The  aCt  being  of 
abfolute  neceiTitv,  it  was  perfectly  warrantable  ;  for  if  it  either  was 
neglected  or  delayed,  the  moil  ferious  confequences  were  to  be  appre¬ 
hended. 

The  Speaker  recommended  to  the  member  who  had  flated  the  objec¬ 
tions,  to  read  the  part  of  the  Articles  of  confederation  wliich  followed, 
where  he  bad  choien  to  flop. 

Mr.  M*Le?2e  looked  over  it,  and  being  about  to  read  aloud,  a  mem¬ 
ber  requefted  that  the  Clerk  might  read  it— the  claufe  was  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  eifea  :  That  no  ilate  (hall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  con- 
fent  of  Congrefs,  unlefs  fuch  fate  Jhall  he  aBually  invaded  by  enemies^ 
9rjhall  receive  ad^ke  of  a7t  attack  from  the  Indians,  and  the  danger  is  fd 
imminent  as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay,  until  Congref:  can  he  confulied, 

Mr.  Findley.  It  is  with  great  diffidence  that  I  rife  to  fay  any  thing 
©n  this  occafion,  becaufe  1  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  digefling 
and  examining  the  principles  of  the  law  now  before  us.  ^  It  is  allowed 
on  all  hands  to  be  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and  it  is  more  fo  as 
it  is  without  precedent,  which  if  now  adopted  wrongly,  may  be  in 
o-reat  danger  of  fixing  a  continuance  in  the  fame  improper  road.  Wc 
have  all  along  in  this  bufmefs  fir,  gone  on  in  the"  dark,  and  been  de¬ 
ceived  both  as  to  the  objed  and  magnitude  ;  in  faying  we  have  been  ; 

deceived,  I  dont  mean  that  we  were  any  otherwife  deceived  than  as  ' 

we  deceived  ourfclves ;  it  is  therefore  that  I  go  with  great  timidity  in-  ^ 

to  this  bufinefs .  We  are  to  pals  a  law  again  without  knowing  its  con-  i 

fequences,  and  may  continue  to  give  that  uneafmefs  which  the  former  j 
one  has  done,  befide  laying  the  foundation  of  an  enormous  debt,  tho 
the  laft  law  may  be  faid  to  be  the  foundation  on  which  the  whole  i$  ^ 

created  The  reafon,  if  I  recoiled  aright,  for  palling  that,  was  to  - 

prevent  a  war.  We  allowed  then  that  it  was  right  to  give  up  the  pro- 
perty  of  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens,  in  order  to  avoid  coercive  ; 
meafures.  I  believe  we  gave  up  much  more  than  we  thought  we  were 
doing  ;  liill  we  were  jullihable,  becaufe  it  was  done  to  prevent  a  war,  . 
and  confequently  a  greater  cxpence.  But  now  we  find  a  war  is  not  pre- 
veated  i  for  the  truth  of  this  1  appeal  to  the  claufe  before  the  Houle-- 
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"ilcrc  y’OU-ftaA  It  nfcefrary  to  ralfe  an  army,  and  therefore  you  encreafe 
the  debt,  and  encreafe  it  again  in  the  dark,  for  you  do  not  know 
how  much  further  you  are  to  go. 

Suppofc  we  raife  ,500  troopi),  and  lend  th^m  to  hold  poiTcilioii  of 
that  country  by  the  fword,  if  they  are  found  infulhcient,  fliall  we  flop 
here?  certainly' we  lhall  not.  We  fhall  haye  kill  to  furnifh  more. 
When  once  we  pafs  the  Rubicon,  when  once  we  commence  the  war;  it 
T/iU  be  impolTibie  to  hop  fhort  (sf  the  perfeft  attainment  of  our  object, 
therefore  1  would  wiih  gentlemen  to  confider  well,  to  deliberate  on 
the  confequences  before  they  decide  the  prefent  queilion ;  for  my  own 
part,  I  am  not' clear  to  vote  for  raifmg  troops  at  all  ;  and  to  raife  and 
pay  thofe  troops  out  of  funds  which  are  already  appropriated,  and  wc 
know  all  our  funds  are  appropriat''^  ;  for  no  more  funds  fnculd  be  r. 
quired  than  are  necelTary  to  pay  t  t  for  which  they  are  appropriated. 
When  an  occafion  demand  an  increafe,of  the  funds,  the  funds 
be  fought  for  ;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon  that  I  am  not  clear  for  raihng 
troops ;  but  were  I  in  favour  of  going  to  war,  I  Ihould  not  do  it  with¬ 
out  I  knew  where  to  lay  my  band  on  a  fund  that  fnould  defray  the 
cxpence.  Are  we  to  confent  to  embarrafs  our  funds  created  for  tho 
relief  of  the  public  creditors  ?  or  are  we  to  call  upon  Council  to  go 
into  the  meafure  of  raifmg  troops,  without  providing  any  means  for 
them  to  defray  the  expence  ?  I  don’t  know  on  this  occafion  but  we 
ought  to  be  certain,  and  fee  the  fund  before  we  agree  to  the  claufe, 
and  know  the  amount  of  the  expence  we  are  to  incur.  Yet  that  my 
opinion  may  not  have  an  improper  weight,  I  (hall  not  further  oppofe 
the  bill  at  this  reading  but  1  have  learned  caution  too  late  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  which  relate  to  the  unfortunate  diftrift  of  Wyoming,  and  I  do 
not  wilh  to  proceed  without  fome  degree  of  certainty.  ^ 

Mr.  Fiizfimons. — That  the  bufmefs  we  are  now  deliberating  on  is 
©f  great  importance,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  was  laft  up, 
and  that  its  confequences  ought  well  to  be  conlidered — this  I  ap¬ 
prehend  v/ill  be  done  by  the  Houfe  ;  but  he  has  thrown  out  a  hint 
that  the  bulinefs  has  already  been  gone  on  too  fall,  and  that  it  will 
be  proper  nov/  to  draw  back.  We  are  fays  he,  about  to  engage 
in  a  war,  and  Ihould  therefor  confider  well  the  confequences.  Many 
of  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor  muft  remember  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  this  bufmefs  in  the  late  Houfe,  whofe  o^jed  in  palling  the  law 
to  which  this  is  a  fupplement,  was  to  prevenr  a  war  ;  this  the  gen^ 
tleman  allows,  but  tells  you  the  war  is  not  prevented  \  but  fir  1  be¬ 
lieve  the  intention  of  the  prefent  Floufe  is  the  fame  as  the  laft, 
and  all  that  is  meant  by  the  bill  before  you  is  ^  to  present  a  nvar, 
and  not  declare  onc»  I  believe  it  Is  general  opinion  of  the  members 
of  this  Houfe,  that  by  raifmg  immediately  a  few  men,  and  eftablifh.- 
ing  a  pod  in  that  country  you  prevent  a  war  ;  but  without  this  a 
war  is  inevitable,  therefore  his  arguments  for  deliberation,  before  we 
decide  in  favor  of  the  war,  do  not  apply.  ^ 

Xf  tlio  information  which  was  received  from  that  country  in  the  laii; 

P  year. 


>t-'3Wiro  m  * 


114 


*14  Debates.^  the  General  AssEMi^Lt 

year  was  well  founded,  I  think  fir  nothing  but  the  meafure^  we  rhcfi 
adopted  could  have  faved  us  from  being  Ihortly  after  engaged  in  a 
M  ng ,  fm-midable  and  expenfivc  war  ;  by  the  meafures  we  then  took, 
we  IV 1  C'  t  \e  oppofition  to  our  government;  in  ita  confequence  it 
net  only  weakened  the  number  of  incendiaries,  equal  to  the  repa¬ 
ration  t  at  took  place,  but  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  government  by 
tee  acccmcn;  and  further  it  preve  nted  a  much  greater  number  front 
coming  and  joining  with  them  than  has  done  :  Again  fir,  it  has  ta- 

en  oft  the  aftiftance  which  the  ftate  of  Connedicut  would  have  given 
her  own  citizens,  complaining  of  the  injuftice  of  Peniifylvania.  All 
t  e  e  o  )jeds  have  been  accon  plifhed  by  that  very  rncafnre  which  the 
gentleman  infinuates  he  W'as  deceived  into  :  certainly  the  intereft  of  the 
Imte  has  l^en  attemded  to,  otherwife  it  could  not  have  had  thefe  wod 
efteds.  hnnn  further  information  which  has  been  received  it  ap- 
pcarc,  that  there  are  a  number  of  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  conn** 
tr)  who  are  diftatisfied,  and  oppofed  to  the  government  of  Pennfyl- 
vama  ;  they  have  declared  by  the  rneafufes  they  have  taken,  that  no- 
tlnng  lliort  of  an  abfolute  feceftion  from  this  ftate,  and  an  indeoen- 
dent  gevernrnent  of  their  own,  will  give  peace  or  quiet  their  difeon- 
tents.  The  intention  of  the  prefent  bill  1  apprehend  is  to  prevent  them 
irom  embroiling  that  part  of  the  country  in’ feuds,  diftentions,  and 
pwe  erve  it  from  bloodfhed.  I  believe  the  information  wTich  has  at  va- 
nous  times  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  the  difpatchcs  from  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  New- York,  and  the  evidence  of  gentlemen  from  that  country, 
all  prove  the  neccftity  of  fending  up  fuch  a  force,  and  that  foon  too, 
J.  it  It  be  employed  to  cure  what  it  may  be  too  late  to  prevent ;  nor  do' 
we  know  where  it  may  Hop — for  if  the  frontiers  are  fuftered  to  infult 
}  cur  govermi  erit,  the  contagion  fpreads  more  and  more  wide,  by  th?; 
a. t.eir’cii  of  all  the  diftblute  and  idle,  until  it  may  reach  the  centre, 
and  all  be  anarchy,  ,confufion  and  total  ruin. 

1  he  gentleman  cornplams  that  the  funds  of  the  ftate  are  in  fuch  a 
fituaticn,  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  provide  for  the  moft  neceftary  mea- 
fu r  belicv^e  theie  is  fome  truth  in  this  cbfervation,  but  I  wilh  thofb 
gentlemen  who  brought  our  country  into  thatfttuaticn,  or  wffio  by  their 
cr  unfcls  and  prefence  aftilted  to  eftechf  it,  would  now  employ  themfelves 
to  give  their  aftiftance  to  rctriev’c  them — or  had  conftdered  earlier  the 
rniftehief  tliey  were  doing,  ,by  depriving  Pennfylvania  of  the  means  to 
defend  herfelf  againft  the  mifrule  of  internal  incendiaries. 

If  <1  few  hundred  or  a  few  thoiifand  pounds  can  be  employed  at 
prefent,  to  fave  the  peace  of  the  ftate,  and  ten  times  that  fum  hereafter, 
the  meafiire  rnuft  be  prudent ;  but  then  he  complains  that  the  engage* 
riKnts  already  entered  into  by  the  ftate,  muft  be  vioIated^ — from  the 
great  defeienry  in  your  funds  intended  to  provide  for  thefe  engage- 
•  -  •  ^  -  I  of  them  muft  go  unfatisfied  ;  and  furely  it  would  he  more 
juftmade,  tliat  the  violation  is  made  to  fecure  the  ftate  from  a  bloody 
and  expenftve  war,  than  for  the  accommodation  of  delinquents,  wh« 
are  the  only  perfons  bcncfitted  by  the  deficiency  ;  it  is  better  that  the 
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public  creditors  and  officers  of  government  wait  a  few  months  for  their 
lalaries  and  inteiefl,  than  that  the  fafety  of  the  ftate  fhouldbe  committ.d 
or  put  to  the  expence  of  ten  time  the  fum  it  would  now  take-- for  it  is 
not  fuppofed  fir,  that  the  whole  number  of  troops  mentioned  in  the  bill 
are  now  neceffaiy  ;  but  if  it  is  deemed  requifite  to  raife  the  whole,  f 
confider  the  money  more  ufefully  and  more  neceffiarily  employed,  in  tiiat 
way  than  any  other,  inafmuch  as  the  peace,  feciirity  and  happinels  of 
the  Hate,  are  objcvlds  to  which  every  other  ought  to  be  fabfervient. 

The  gentleman  enquires  how  far  we  are  to  go,  after  having  on^-e 
more  engaged  in  this  bufmefs  ?  I  muft  own  I  do  not  know  how  far—but 
1  will  obferve,  that  at  the  time  when  the  iirft  law  pafiedin  the  lad  year, 
the  lituation  of  America  was  much  v/orfe  than  at  prefet ;  it  is  vveil 
known  that  the  rebels  in  the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts  were  but  juft  defeat- 
ed,  and  would  inifantly  have  fought  an  aftylum  on  the  frontiers  of  i  enn* 
fylvania,  could  they  have  found  encouragement  j  that  they  would  have 
been  there,  if  the  Legiflature  had  not  divided  the  claimants,  is  I  be¬ 
lieve  clear  from  the  various  letters  which  have  been  laid  before  you, 
fo  that  not  a  member  of  this  Houfe  entertains  a  doubt  on  that  head. 

If  as  the  gentleman  aiTerts,  it  is  neceiTary  to  find  funds  for  thefe  lO 
neceflary  expences,  I  truft  they  will  be  found  :  But  we  know  that  the 
Houfe  in  many  cafes  orders  Council  to  apply  monies  to  fuch  ufes  as 
Hiey  fee  occafion  for,  becaufe  it  is  luppofed  that  the  funds  of  the  ftate 
^nake  a  general  fund,  and  amount  to  more  than  what  is  appropriatv^d ; 

I  hope  therefore  the  Houfe  will  agree  to  the  bill,  and  if  it  fhall  be 
found  neceftary  to  obtain  additional  funds  to  provide  for  the  troops, 
that  the  Houfe  will  engage  to  make  the  fupply  by  the  beft  means  in 

their  power.  ^  i  r 

Mr.  Findley,  I  don’t  defign  fir  to  go  further  into  the  general  quel.- 

tion  on  the  propriety  of  the  propofed  meafure,'  unlefs  I  was  better  in¬ 
formed  than  I  am  at  prefent,  and  which  I  mean  to  take  all  the  pains 
I  can  to  be,  by  then  the  bill  comes  to  a  third  reading  ;  therefore  I  (hall 
not  make  a  general  reply  to  what  has  been  faid  by  the  worthy  gentle¬ 
man  from  the  city,  but  only  to  fome  particular  parts.  He  fays  that  it  is 
not  defigned  that  the  whole  force  mentioned  in  the  law  fhould  be  raif- 
ed  immediately,  and  fent  into  that  country  :  I  believe  this  fir  to 

true _ but  then  the  gentleman  will  agree  with  me,  that  we  mull  raife 

a  fufficient  number  to  effed  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are  intended. 
If  thefe  go  forward  under  an  idea  that  a  lefs  number  may  do,  and  it  is 
on  trial  difeovered  that  they  are  inadequate,  I  muft  then  vote  for  a 
greater  number.  We  cannot  by  any  means  agree  to  bind  ourfeh^s  to 
any  limited  number,  becaufe  the  event  may  demand  more,  and  we 
ought  not  only  to  provide  for  all  the  probable  but  poftible  come- 

nuences  ot  entering  into  war.  i  •  j  i 

With  refpedl  to  providing  funds,  the  gentleman  has  admitted  the 

ftate  is  cmbarraffed,  and  he  tells  you  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  a  hand 
in  bringing  the  revenues  into  this  fituation,  fhould  now  aftift  to  extri- 

them  j  if  he  means  any  gentlemen  who  have  aftifted  in  bringing 
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dews  upon  the  ftate  by  expenflve  meafures,  it  is  proper  that  they  fhouW  5 
but  it  he  means  thoie  who  have  provided  funds  for  thofe  debts  which, 
were  createa,  his  charge  is  not  a  charge  of  guilt  but  of  honor;  the  old 
oebts  oi  the  itate  have  been  funded,  but  this  which  we  are  about  to 
contract  is  a  new  debt,  not  by  any  means  like  the  former  ;  the  difference 
bnween  them  is,  that  for  the  one  a  valuable connderation  has  been  re¬ 
ceived,  or  faithful  fervices  rendered  which  required  compenfatiou ;  this 

fw  a  new  debt  which  we  are  about  to  create,  and  for 
wnicn  no  connderation  is  given  us.  Tie  funding  fyftem  to  which 
tne  gentleman  alludes,  cannot  be  deemed  anv  thing  more  than  an  in- 
cieaie  of  the  debt,  not  the  creation  of  a  ne  v  one.  But  will  we  create 
lir  a  new  debt,  p.d  lay  it  on  the  fame  funds  ?  Can  there  be  anv  juuicc 
or  propriety  in  it .  the  gentleman  has  faid  fomething  that  I  do’ not  un- 
deruand  ;  he  fpeaks  of  confidenng  the  funds  of  this  ftate  as  one  ge¬ 
neral  fund,  yet  I  don  t  apprehend  that  he  confiders  them  as  appropriated 
sunds,  and  unappropriated  funds,  becaufe  he  ad.mits  that  the  ftate  has 
appropriated  as  much  as  ftie  is  able  to  bear;  1  faid  before  that  there 
were  no  iinappropnated  funds,  and  that  n,o  Legifiature  ought  to  raid- 
any  founds  out  appropriated  fumis,  and  that  they  have  no  right  to  judge 
before  hand;  in  this  1  am  fupported  by  the  conliitution, 
which  declares,  that  before  a  law  is  made  for  railing  any  tax',  that  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  is  to  be  railed,  fh.all  appear  clearly  to  the  Leeifla- 
ture  ;  it  is  therefore  neceffar) ,  and  ought  to  be  neceflarv,  that  when 
ive  create  a  new  uie,  we  fhould  alfc  create  a  new  fund. 

I  dont  qnelHon  but  thelloufe  have  a  power  to  alter  an  appropriaton, 
but  not  Without  lecuring  the  debt  for  which  fiich  funds  were  appro- 
piia,te  j  or  to  take  appropriated  funds,  and  give  them  to  new  ufes, 
without  fupplying  the  deficiency  it  muft  occafion  in  the  old,  is  fuch 
conduct  as  mult  foon  rum  any  government  in  which  it  is  praaifed;  ' 
and  It  is  we  duty  of  every  citizen  to  oppofe  it  becaufe  he  does  not 
.mow  how  foon  it  may  be  his  own  cafe  ;  for  the  fame  reafon  that  would 
.  pp.v  to  take  from  us  the  fecurity  which  government  has  given  us  for 
I- .c  punctual  diic.iarge  of  our  debt,  would  apply  to  the  patents  of  our 
jands,  wnich  are  held  under  a  fimilar  faith,  and  eiery  thing  tiiaf  is 
iiel  under  this  government.  I  fay  we  cannot  go  into  the  appropria- 
tors  of  luch  funds  as  are  already  applied,  nor  would  Council  conceive 
luc-nip]  vcs.  at  liberty  to  draw  for  any  part  of  fuch  monies  upon  which 
prticular  dents  are  funded,  without  a  fpecial  repeal  of  the  .ids.  I 
judge  tifCy  could  not :  I  fliall  fay  no  more  about  the  general  objedt 
v/hich  this  law  h.is  in  vieiv,  but  1  muft  infift  upon  the  funds  being  pro- 

V  ioi,.d,  ami  nos.  thoic  already  appropriated  to  be  charged  with  the  ex- 
pence.  ^ 

Mr.  Pefen.  Mhethcr  all  the  o])fcrvation  that  have  fell  from  the 
genileinan  are  Irridily  in  order,  and  apply  to  the  claufe  before  the  Houfe, 
i  fhall  leave  to  the  Sp<^  akcr  to  det-rmine.  I  ‘mean  to  confider  only 
we^i-taer  it  is  necefhiry  to  conducl  a  permanent  force  into  that  country, 
for  tirje  fupport  of  good  goveniir.cnt,  which  can  never  be  done 

wan; 
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of  firmnefs  ;  for  v/Iien  the  civil  authority  is  too  week  the  aid  of 
military  is  requiilte.  1  he  gvntieman  who  hrd  objeirted  to  the  ciaufe, 
before  you,  obje(5led  fir  upon  the  ground  oT  the  confederation,  d  he 
n^ore  Mr.  Speaker  we  examine  that  confederation,  the  more  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  inadequate  does  it  appear,  for  the  protedion  of  this  country* 
But  hr  if  we  turn  to  it  on  the  prefent  occahon,  we  ihall  find  it  jullify 
this  Hate  in  the  meafure  we  are  now  about  to  adopt.  I  fliail  fay  very 
little  about  what  kind  of  funds  ought  to  be  provided,  becaufe  1  conh- 
der  the  queilion  at  prefent  to  be  whether  it  is  ncceffary  to  fend  troops 
into  that  country.  I  am  not  alarm'd  fir  at  this  time  of  day,  by  a  breach 
of  the  confederation ;  I  have  known  them  happen  frequently  in  cafes 
fomewhat  like  the  one  before  us,  when  Congrefs  could  not  be  coniulted, 
or  were  in  fuch  a  fituation  that  they  could  not  affemble  :  yet  individu¬ 
al  ftates  have  not  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  ruined  through  a  ftrid  at¬ 
tention  to  formalities  diredled  in  thofe  articles ;  and  fhall  we,  fo  cri¬ 
tically  circurnftanced,  attempt  to  fecure  the  lliadow  but  lofe  the  fub- 
{lance  ?  it  is  written  that  the  fpirit  healeth,  but  the  letter  kiJleth.  I  am 
not  alarmed  fir  becaufe  we  have  done  every  thing  to  pay  a  proper  com¬ 
pliment  to  Congrefs  ;  we  have  fent  to  them  for  advice  and  approbati¬ 
on,  but  they  are  not  together,  nor  cannot  apply  the  remedy  to  the  dif- 
eafe.  Shall  the  Hale  of  Pennfylvania  be  overrun  by  a  lawlefs  banditti, 
becaufe  Congrefs  are  not  affembled  ?  can  any  gentleman  rely  upon  fuch 
argument,  to  defeat  the  prefent  objecl  ?  as  for  the  obfervation  ot  the 
gentleman  from  WeHmoreland,  that  the  former  meafures  have  proved 
ineffedlual  I  wbuld  juft  remark,  that  they  have  not  yet  been  fairly  ex¬ 
ecuted  ;  when  I  ftrft  heard  of  a  law  veiling  the  Connehlicut  claimants 
in  their  claims,  I  thought  it  an  improper  meafure  ;  fince  that  1  have 
heard  the  fubjefl  more  fully  diftcufed,  and  greater  lights  thrown 
upon  it ;  I  muft  own  I  do  not  fee  what  the  Legiflature  could  have 
done  more  prudently,  and  I  do  infift  that  the  pacihe  difpofition  ihewn 
by^the  (late  of  Pennfylvania,  in  oiTering  thofe  mifguided  people  what 
they  coniended  was  their  property,  is  an  inftance  of  lenity  that  will 
juftify  her  condiicl  to  the  world,  if  it  is  now  found  neceflary  to  coerce 
thefe  people  into  an  obedience  to  her  laws.  The  gentleman  is  appre- 
henfive  that  we  are  about  to  begin  a  war,  but  1  ('aj  fir  it  is  defending 
againft;  a  war  being  begun.  Will  thefe  people  commence  hoftilities  the 
fooner  becaufe  Pennfylvania  is  prepared — or  are  they  to  be  fuffered  to 
colleft  their  force  together  ?  The  lavclefs  and  abandoned  from  every 
part,  and  confolidate  them  fo  as  to  bid  defiance  to  your  government  be- 
iore  you  are  prepared.  Venienti  occur)  ite  ?nQrbo,  let  us  prevent  thediforder 
in  the  beginning,  and  no  longer  fuifer  them  to  contemn  your  lenity,  dT- 
pife  yOur  pufiOanimity,  and  defy  your  government,  then  your  expenecs 
willbeincreafed  in  a  ten  fold  proportion,  if  we  aT  with  decifion  now  it 
will  fave  money  to  the  flate,  which  is  perhaps  as  heceffary  as  to  fupport 
her  violated  dignity.  We  ought  to  know  the  confequences  of  permit¬ 
ting  thefe  men  to  have  an  acceffion  of  force,  for  then  their  decifions 
\yi}l  not  depend  upon  jliftice,  but  the  ferength  of  arms;  and  the  more 
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they  increafe  in  number,  the  more  they  extend  their  inSuence.  V/c 
muit  not  make  an  exertion  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  that  arifes  to 
the  fta.te,  bccaufe  we  are  not  to  embroil  ourfelves  in  the  fuppreffion  of 
tl  e  iniurgents  j  and  becaule  it  will  be  expenlive,  now  I  conceive  the 
only  way  to  fave  expence,  on  fuch  occafion,  is  to  keep  up  a  proper 
force  in  every  county  where  difturbances  may  arife. 

The  gentleman  dwells  ftrongly  upon  the  circuniHance  of  our  being 
polTeiTed  of  no  funds  to  execute  this  necefifary  bufmefs;  that  is  quite 
out  of  the  quellion  upon  the  prefent  claufe.  I  apprehend,  when  wc 
come  to  that  part  of  the  bill  to  which  it  relates,  it  will  no  doubt  be 
debated,  and  proper  arguments  ufed  on  the  occafion  :  he  fays  he  don’t 
know  what  meafure  he  will  take,  but  he  is  rather  inclined  to  oppole  the 
preient.  I  think  before  he  does  this,  he  fhould  propofe  fomething  that 
IS  better,  for  I  am  not  for  ,reje(::'iing  the  prelent  meafure,  utilefs  ano¬ 
ther  is  fubmitted  in  its  room.  If  he  has  any  fuch  to  offer,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  confidered  with  attention  ;  but  unlefs  he  can  do  that,  I  fhall 
alTent  to  the  claufe  as  it  now  ftands  before  us. 

Mr.  Rohm/oji,  A  queftion  feemed  to  be  made  by  the  member  wh® 
fpoke  Hrfl,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  raife  troops, 
w  ithout  a  breach  of  the  confederation  ?  let  me  fir  endeavour  to  determine 
this  point.  By  the  fixth  article  of  the  confederation,  no  hate  can  keep 
up  a  body  of  forces  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs ;  in  the  claufe 
following,  an  exception  is  made,  in  cafe  of  fuch  hate  being  adually 
invaded  by  enemies  ;  if  this  article  is  taken  in  its  ftrid,  literal  fenfe, 
it  can  only  apply  to  forces  raifed  againft  external  enemies,  and  not  to 
thofe  Within,  as  in  cafe  of  rebellion  ;  but  if  even  it  did  apply  in  our 
cafe,  the  exception  that  follows  determine  for  us  beyond  the  poflibility 
of  a  doubt  i  the  words  are,  unlejs  the  danger  is  Jo  imminetit  as  ?iot  t§ 
admit  of  a  delay  till  the  U?iited  States  in  Congrefs  affemhled  can  he  co?!-- 
fulted ;  but  enemies  arifing  within  the  bounds  of  a  hate  are  to  be  fup- 
preffed  by  the  exertions  of  government,  as  in  cafe  of  riots  ;  and  I  pre¬ 
fume  It  was  not  intended  by  the  confederation  to  lay  fuch  hate  under 
the  neceflity  of  applying  to  Congrefs,  to  be  enabled  to  ward  off  thefe 
dangers  to  itfelf  which  would  be  breaking  down  the  natural  barrier  of 
Its  own  fecurity  ;  therefore  T  hiould  conclude,  that  the  application  to 
Congrefs  in  the  prefent  cafe  is  unnecehary  ;  hut  if  neceffary^  we  are 
warranted  to  raife  the  troops,  becarfe  the  danger  is  fo  prejjing  as  fiot  /• 
admit  of  a  delay.  To  ehablilh  this  point  it  will  be  neceh'ary  to  en¬ 
quire  whether  fuch  is  our  htuation  ?  We  muh  now  turn  to  the  com¬ 
munications  that  have  been  made  to  this  Houfe  by  Council  ;  from 
which  we  hiall  be  able  to  prove  the  precarious  tenure  by  which  we 
hold  that  country.  You  find  its  inhabitants  are  ahociating  for  the  p«r- 
pofes  of  defiance  ;  you  find  that  combination  fir  breaking  out  in  adds 
of  extreme  violence,  theexpulfion  of  your  Commiffioners,  and  rejection 
of  thofe  benefits  which  have  been  offered  them;  fo  that  it  appears 
clear  not  only  from  the  fpirit  but  the  letter  of  the  confederation,  that 
we  are  perfeHIy  jufiifiable  in  paffing  the  claufe  before  you  ;  with  re- 
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fpeft  to  the  queflion  on  funds,  it  is  neceflary  to  fay  but  little  upon  it  5 
but  if  it  was  fo  that  we  could  not  lay  our  hands  upon  any,  and  the 
queftion  was  to  determine  whether  the  Hate  ihould  be  cxpofed  to  all 
the  miferies  and  difficulties  of  a  rebellion,  and  the  officers  of  govern¬ 
ment  remain  for  a  time  unpaid,  I  fhould  not  hefitate  fahis  fopuli frprema 
lex  eji — the  public  good  fhould  be  the  hrft  confideiation.  But  a  breach 
of  any  appropriation  is  not  neceffary  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  for  even  wer® 
the  funds  infufficient,  the  good  people  of  this  Bate  would  contribu»«5 
cheerfully,  rather  than  endanger  the  fafety  of  their  government  and 
laws.  With  a  view  to  execute  this  it  is  neceffary  to  pafs  the  lav/; 
Council  will  judge  how  far  it  is  requifite  to  embody  the  troops,  and 
it  will  then  become  our  duty  to  fupply  fuch  funds  as  are  neceffary. 

Mr.  Fiizjimons.  Conneaed  with  the  fubjeft  that  is  before  us,'  per- 
liaps  the  debate  relative  to  the  appropriation  of  funds  has  been  impro¬ 
perly  introduced ;  but  as  the  gentleman  from  Weftmoreland  (Mr.  Find¬ 
ley)  has  replied  at  large  to  that  poii^t,  I  hope  I  may  be  indulged  to 
aiifwer  in  one  particular.  He  deni^  the  appropriations  are  milufed, 
but  Conceives  that  every  appropriated  fund  is  applied  to  the  difeharge 
of  the  particular  fums  charged  upon  if  :  To  this  I  only  anfwer,  that 
it  muft  be  within  the  knowledge  of  every  perfon,  that  no  regard  has 
ever  been  paid  to  this  kind  of  appropriation.  The  revenues  of  the  hate, 
Mr.  Speaker,  are  all  thrown  into  one  common  flock,  and  arc  applied 
'  P^y  generally  (that  is  as  far  as  it  goes)  every  demand  that  prefents. 
By  the  adl  of  March  16,  1785,  certain  funds  are  diredled  to  be  raif- 
cd,  and  a  revenue  of  about  76,000  per  annum  is  laid  upon  the  land* 

within  this  Commonwealth.  By  adl  of  March  iff,  1786,  a  flill 
larger  fum  is  affumed  upon  the  aggregate  fund,  which  proves  that 
it  was  not  then  conceived  neceffary  to  add  a  fpecial  fund  to  operate  in 
affiftance  to  this  aggregate ;  fince  that  other  laws  have  paffed,  charg¬ 
ing  the  funds  of  the  flatc  generally  to  furnifh  certain  monies  deem¬ 
ed  neceffary  to  be  applied,  efpecially  to  fome  particular  purpofes  ; 
and  it  was  taken  for  granted,  from  the  Comptroller  General’s  ftate- 
ment,  that  thofe  funds  would  be  fufficient  for  the  whole  ;  this  is 
therefore  nut  departing  from  any  appropriation,  but  adling  upon  the 
precedents  which  have  been  fome  time  eflablilhed.  Let  me  aik  that 
member  whether  thofe  perfons  whofe  debts  are  founded  upon  the  ex- 
cife,  are  paid  their  interefl  out  of  the  particular  money  that  is  colled- 
ed  from  this  fcourge  of  revenue  ?  no  fir,  no  fuch  thing  ;  for  the  mo- 
fiey  has  been  in  fome  cafes  colle6led  and  applied  to  otiier  ufes,  when 
thofe  perfons  have  been  obliged  to  wait  ;  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
the  monies  which  have  been  provided  for  fpecial  purpofes,  diredled 
by  ad  of  affembly,  has  been  paid  almoft  in  every  inftance  to  the  fuff 
that  called  for  them;  but  as  I  have  premifed  this  debate  on  the 
funds  might  be  improperly  before  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion  for 
railing  troops,  I  ftiall  add  no  more;  but  when  we  come  to  conftder 
that  part  which  relates  to  the  provifton,  and  are  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  of  exerting  the  authority  of  tha  ftate^  1  have  no  doubt  but 
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what  we  (hall  be  fully  able  to  anfwer  the  gentleman's  obje^lions  *,  and 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  in  our  power  to  provide  the  necellary  func.s, 
if  abfolutely  necefaiy,  r.otwithflanding  the  prodigious  fum  which  h.  s 
been  already  charged  upon  the  date. 

Mr.  Leav/s,  I  have  attended  to  the  debate  on  this  important  fub- 
jedl,  with  all  the  attention  I  am  capable  of ;  and  after  marking  the 
feveral  objections  that  have  been  dated  againit  the  prefent  mcafure,  I 
think  they  are  reduceable  to  three  points : 

hird,  it  is  fa  id  that  under  the  articles  of  confederation  it  would 
net  be  lawful  for  any  date  to  keep  up  forces  in  the  time  of  pro¬ 
found  peace,  without  having  fird  obtained  the  confent  of  Congrefs. 

Second,  it  is  a  matter  of  momentuous  concern,  and  we  ought  not 
to  precipitate  ourfelves  into  a  war,  but  that  we  ought  to  deliberate 
and  conf  der  ferioudy  the  ponfequences,  before  we  pafs  the  Rubicon. 

Thirdly,  it  is  contended  to  be  improper,  becaufe  the  funds  are  net 
already  provided  for  the  expence,  nor  cannot  be  provided  without 
entailing  a  greater  burden  or  didiculty  upon  the  community,  than 
the  advantages  arifing  from  its  ^application  would  benefit  them  ;  I 
fay  that  I  have  lidened  to  thefe  objection  s  with  candour,  and  the  re- 
fuit  has  been  a  convitlion  to  my  mind  that  neither  of  them  are 
well  founded. 

If  I  could  believe  that  a  compliance  with  the  claufe  now  under  con- 
fideration,  involved  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  it  diould 
meet  wdth  my  mod  hearty  difapprobation,  and  for  this  among  other 
reafons,  that  if  the  prefent  meafure  was  a  violation  of  the  confederation* 
Tve  fhould  come  forward  with  a  very  ill  grace  toalk  alTiftance  from  the 
United  States,  when  fuch  afiiflance  fl'joiild  become  neceflary  to  rederc 
tranquillity  and  good  government  to  the  didurbed  part  of  our  ccun- 
try.  T  his  bringg  me  to  confider  the  fituation  of  that  part  of  Fennfyl- 
vania  which  this  bill  is  intended  for.  When  the  United  States  of 
America  bad  fird  determined  on  a  confederation,  nay,  long  before  it 
had  efiei^I,  Congrefs  w^ere  formed  its  head,  they  were  veded  with  the 
right  of  declaring  war,  and  making  peace ;  hence  is  that  article  of  our 
confederation  neceflary  which  w^as  quoted  by  the  honorable  gentlema* 
cn  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr..M‘Lean)  and  is  calcu/ated  to 
prevent  a  fingle  date  from  difpuring  with  a  foreign  nation,  and  there¬ 
by  involve  the  union.  It  mud  be  improper  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of 
any  paiticular  date  to  purfue  fuch  dangerouis  meafures ;  but  if  they  are 
obliged  to  wait  the  approbation  of  Congrefs  on  fuch  occafions,  it  is 
lefs  likely  that  they  will  embroil  their  neighbours,  becaufe  Congrefs 
will  with  more  deliberation  and  coolnefs  than  the  date,  whofe  feel¬ 
ings  are  more  irritated  by  the  local  afiront.  From  this  obfervation  I 
think  it  appears,  that  the  claufe  alluded  to  in  the  articles  of  confede¬ 
ration  was  inferted  to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United 
States,  by  red  raining  the  individual  date  from  involving  in  w^ar  and 
wretchednefs  the  American  empire.  There  is  one  exception  fir,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  fedion  to  that  quoted  by  the  member,  w’hicli 
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"is,  in  c<>fe  ofin^f^fion  ;  this  could  not  be  otherwife,  or  it  mull  been  a  per- 
verfion  of  the  means  of  felf-prefervation,  that  were  given  us  by  God 
and  nature  for  our  own  defence  ;  and  that  ability  imprelTed  through¬ 
out  exiftence  by  nature’s  God,  no  one  has  a  right  to  diveil  us  of.  It 
!3  true  that  in  foclety  we  mull  forego  much  of  this  privilege,  and 
in  various  cafes  our  appeal  mud  be  to  the  law  of  tie  land,  yet  if  I  am 
attacked,  1  have  a  right  to  defend  myfelf ;  hence  it  is  when  furround¬ 
ing  enemies  prefs  on  every  fide,  we  have  to  exercife  tliis  privilege,  and 
defend  ourfelves  by  the  bed  means  in  our  power.  To  apply  thTe  ob- 
fervmtions,  it  may  be  requidte  to  confider  under  what  definition  tl 
Wyoming  infurgents  are  to  be  placed. 

The  ill  defigning  perfons  in  that  fettlem.ent,  who  are  the  objea  of 
the  prefent  meafure,  are  either  enemies  or  rebels  to  your  govern¬ 
ment  ;  view  them  in  which  of  thefe  points  of  light  you  pleaie,  and 
what  is  the  diderence  t  It  has  been  alleged,  and  the  proof  is  fully  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe,  that  a  lawlefs  banditti  in  the  Wyoming  country  have 
taken  up  arms  and  waged  adlual  war  againd  this  date.  They  dely 
your  feverity  and  contemn  your  lenity  ;  they  have  infultcd  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  your  laws  and  the  majedy'  of  the  people,  by  actions  of  the 
mod  daring  nature.  There  are  two  forms  of  declaring  war,  the  one, 
that  folemn  and  formal  mode  pradifed  on  many  occafions  by  various 
nations,  conformably  to  that  article  of  the  Roman  law  which  required 
a  vote  of  the  fenate  to  raife  the  arms  of  their  dnte,  in  obtaining  redrcR 
for  the  incurdons  and  inhofpitality  of  its  neighbours.  T  he  other  mod 
is  that  of  fudden  attack  and  oppofition  without  previoudy  demanding 
that  judice  from  the  government  which  is  fought  Dy  force,  or  decla¬ 
ring  any  fuch  intention.  In  either  cafe  the  torch  of  war  is  lighted,^ 
and  its  wide  extending  blaze  fladies  conviidion  to  the  mod  timid,  of 
the  necedity  to  oppofe  force  to  force,  as  the  only  mean  to  ex- 
tinguifh  the  growing  condagration  which,  in  its  progrefs,  mud  in¬ 
volve  all,  without  didinaion  of  age  or  lex.  All  the  rules  and  priis- 
ciples  allowed  in  fuch  a  date  of  warfare  govern  equally,  let  the  caufe 
have  been  whatever  it  may.  Obferve  the  men  who  form  the  prefent 
opposition  in  that  country  and  you  will  difeover  them  to  be  compoiea 
not  only  of  your  own  perverted  citizens,  but  of  others  from  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  our  fider  dates,  who  join  in  defiance  of  your  laws,  and  con¬ 
tend  againd  your  iurifdiaion.  Ti  his  condua  dr,  if  this  was  all,  a- 
mounts  to  aftual  hodilities,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  much  as  the 
mod  formal  declaration. 

L<et  us  for  a  moment  redea  upon  the  principles  on  which  this  article 
of  the  confederation  was  founded,  what  were  the  motives  that  induced 
its  frauiers  to  compofe  this  claufe  ?  The  hoidlle  date  of  that  country 
mud  be  termed,  as  1  already  premifed,  either  invadon  or  rebellion  ; 
if  the  latter,  then  certainly  every  government  mud  have  tne  unalicnaolc 
right  to  exercife  its  power  to  prevent  its  didolution  or  fubveriion,  and 
ought  to  crudi  the  dandard  of  rebellion,  ifereaed  within  its  limits. 
Was  this  a'  cafe  intended  to  be  prevented  by  the  article  alluded  to  in  the 

arguments 
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•argupAents  of  the  member  from  Franklin  ?  no  it  was  not.  That  artiek 
>va5  conceived  to  prevent  an  individual  Fate  from  engaging  in  a  fo¬ 
reign  war,  or  attacking  her  neiglibours,  and  by  no  means  to  wrcfl;  from 
her  the  mean  of  feii-uefence.  Ytewed  in  this  light  hr,  the  confeder¬ 
ation  does  not  apply  to  the  prefent  mealure.  \'iew  them  as  enemies 
from  abroad,  and  this  exertion  is  warranted  by  the  exception.  But  the 
true  hate  of  the  cafe  is  to  conlider  them  as  rebels,  and  that  your  civil 
authority  being  inadequate  to  preferve  peace,  and  inforce  a  due  execution 
of  your  iaw^s,  it  becomes  requifite  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  military.  And 
here  permit  me  to  obierve,  that  it  is  unjull  to  infer  we  are  about  wa¬ 
ging  war,  berauk  hr  we  do  not  commence  hoftilities,  but  only  endea¬ 
vour  to  perform  thofe  duties  we  ow^e  cur  conftitaents,  and  reftore  to 
them  tlie  tull  authority  over  the  whole  Hate,  wddeh  they  are  undeniably 
cutitko  to.  It  is  only  an  endeavour  to  crufh  oppoution  in  its  infancy, 
v/inch  if  fuirered  to  continue  in  growth,  may  rife  gigantic  and  hurl 
defance  to  all  the  Hrengtii  of  Fcnnfylvania. 

The  fecend  point  to  be  conk dered  is,  that  a  cafe  of  this  momentous 
concern  ought  well  to  be  deliberated  and  adjuhed,  left  we  err  beyond 
correction.  I  join  perfcbily  in  fentiment  with  the  honci-able  gentle¬ 
man  from  Wellmoreland  (Mr.  Findley)  that  it  is  a  good  rule  to  deli¬ 
berate  ferioufty  in  the  hilt  place,  and  to  adi;  afterwards  with  nrmnefs 
and  decificn  ;  hut  what  would  be  the  fttuation  of  PeDnfylvama,  if 
thofe  incendiaries  are  p  ermitted  to  continue  their  violence  and  diforder 
much  longrr  ?  it  is  known  to  a  demonftration,  that  a  rebellion  exifts 
in  that  country,  and  that  meafures  of  a  milder  afpedf  have  hitherto 
proved  incffedual  to  allay  that  rage  for  oppofition.  Has  not  the  ftate 
of  Fennfyivania  hitherto  purftied  mcafiires  of  uniform  lenity  towards 
them,  even  until  we  are  become  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  fur- 
rouncling  hates  r  I  las  net  the  gret-nd  of  difference  been  decided  con¬ 
formably  to  the  articles  of  confederation  by  the  decree  at  Trenton  ? 
Has  not  the  I.egihature  of  Pcnnfylvania  pahed  an  adt,  confirming  to 
the  Connedticut  claimants  certain  lands  which  they  held  under  that 
hate  ?  Have  they  not  abolillied  the  rights  of  their  own  citizens  as  a 
pcace-oftering  ?  Plave  tliey  not  been  allowed  a  fufticient  time  to  return 
to  tlxeir  dut}^  inhead  of  which  they  have  applied  it  folely  to  increafe 
their  force  and  ufurp  the  jurifdidtion  over  that  part  of  the  ftate  ?  Let 
me  afk  Mr.  Speaker,  if  after  all  this  lenity — lenity  fo  ineffedtual,  wc 
lhall  one  moment  longer  deliberate  on  tlic  propriety  of  adopting  mca- 
furcs  of  a  different  call,  and  on  w’hich  we  have  to  reply.  I  acknit  fir 
it  is  a  good  rule  to  deliberate,  Init  not  to  deliberate  until  all  oportii- 
nitv'  of  adting  is  jxalfcd  away.  When  we  find  thefe  people  have 
fo  long  been  dealt  mi’dly  with,  and  that  the  confeqiience  is  adding 
ftrength  to  their  oppofition,  we  ought  not  longer  to  hefitate  on  drawdng 
the  fword  of  felf-})rcfcr\'ation. 

It  has  alfo  been  alleged,  as  an  argument  to  defeat  this  mcafurc,  that 
funds  are  not  provided,  and  that  the  expence  is  likely  to  be  a  great¬ 
er  injury  to  tlic  ftate,  than  would  be  counterbalanced  by  any  benefit 
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:ely  that  greater  inconvernences  will  be 
occafioned  by  acceding  to  the  prefent  bill,  than  will  arife  from  the  de- 
lav  ;  becaufe  as  it  is  our  duty  to  proted  the  ftdends  of  government,  it  is 
a  duty  we  mull  one  day  perform  ;  if  it  is  delayed  at  the  prefent,  it  rauft 
be  adopted  in  future,  when  from  the  accelhon  of  force  and  numbers, 
you  will  find  thefe  people  are  not  to  be  fubdued  by  ten  times  the  force 
that  will  eifed  it  now;  if  we  do  not  provide  the  funds  to  enable  Coun¬ 
cil  to  execute  this  meafure,  are  we  to  oblige  a  part  of  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  to  fubmit  to  every  fpecies  of  injufiice  and  opprefiion,  that  may  be 
adminiftered  by  the  banditti  of  Wyoming. 

Suppofe  we  refufe  on  the  prefent  occafion  to  adopt  coercive  mea- 
fures,  will  it  not  give  the  infurgents  additional  force  ?  and  will  net  the 
fame  argument  now  made  ufe  of,  defeat  every  attempt  at  coercion  ? 
but  above  all,  will  not  delay  mofi;  furely  encumber  us  with  ten-fold  the 
expence  that  will  be  neceffary  at  prefent  ? 

Mr.  Findley,  I  will  jufi  obferve  that  I  apprehend,  from  the  warmth 
of  the  gentleman’s  arguments,  that  he  has  placed  mine  in  a  fironger 
light  than  I  meant  them.  The  obfervation  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  the  funds  before  we  enter  on  a  war,  he  fays  will  ever  apply  to  de¬ 
feat  fuch  meafures  as  the  prefent — however  the  argument  may  operate, 
it  is  founded  on  the  conftitution,  which  declares  that  before  the  fund  is 
raifed,  its  ufes  fnall  be  afeertained  and  decided  to  be  more  advantage¬ 
ous  than  the  omiffion.  With  refpe^f  to  the  gentleman  who  was  up  the 
laft  but  one,  w^e  differ  as  to  a  matter  of  fad  ;  he  fays  that  all  the  funds 
of  the  flate  are  drawn  into  a  general  fund,  and  its  application  is  equally 
general.  It  may  be  fo,  but  1  have  underftood  otherwife  from  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  treafurer,  and  am  induced  to  believe,  that  though  the 
treafurer  may  at  one  time  pay  a  demand  out  of  fome  fund  not  parti¬ 
cularly  defigned  for  that  purpofe,  yet  he  returns  what  he  has  fo  bor¬ 
rowed,  when  the  produds  enable  him.  The  excife,  for  mflance,  is  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  payment  of  interefl  on  the  depreciation  certificates  ; 
but  the  excife  revenue  does  not  come  in  at  the  time  the  interefl,  be¬ 
comes  due,  therefore  the  treafurer  borrows  out  of  the  money  on  hand, 
enough  to  anfwer  the  purpofe,  and  when  the  revenue  comes  in,  it  is 
replaced.  The  treafurer  added,  that  a  fpecial  regard  is  always  paid  to 
this,  and  the  accounts  are  ftated  in  that  particular  manner. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  there  has  been  fome  laws  direding 
expenditures  of  certain  fums,  the  one  for  Berks  county  road,  but  I  think 
Council  made  fome  difficulty  in  drawing  for  the  money  out  of  the  ex- 
ifdng  funds,  which  were  all  appropriated. 

Mr.  Le^is,  The  gentleman  complains  of  our  want  of  funds  and 
contends  that  we  mufl  remain  inadive  until  they  are  procured.  The 
argument  appears  to  me  only  adapted  to  defeat  the  bufinefs :  let  his 

conftrudion  be  what  it  may,  in  this  light  I  have  viewed  it  all  along; 
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an  fuppofe  the  bill  is  not  fulFered  to  pafs  this  feffion,  but  matters  left 
as  t  icy  am  until  our  next  meeting,  at  three,  fix,  or  nine  months  hence, 
wi  i  not  his  objections  apply  witii  the  fame  force  at  that  period  as  they 
(lO  at  tne  preferit  ?  becaufe  we  know  there  will  be  as  mu^  occaiion 
ior  funus  then  as  now,  and  a  neceiiity  of  providing  greater,  becaufe  the 
malcontents  will  meet  you  with  recruited  vigour,  their  f<;rts  will  be 
teneable  and  the  country  fully  grrifoned  ;  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
aliail  their  Ihrong  hold  with  the  troops  which  are  now  fully  adequate  ; 
either  I  fay  Mr.  speaker  we  muft  raife  the  force  at  the  prefent  rno- 
inent  or  nfque  a  greater  expence,  and  fufFer  them  in  the  interim  to 
continue  in  oppofition  to  your  government. 

^  Mr  Chmcr,  When  i  was  iirft  up,  I  replied  to  the  member  from 
o-M-anklin  upon  the  broad  bottom  of  the  rights  of  fovcreignty.  But 
confining  the  argument  to  what  relates  to  our  articles  of  confederation, 
I  think  the  feveral  gentlemen  who  anfwered  from  this  fide  of  the 
.rloufe  have  fully  obviated  his  objeCfions,  as  to  the  fpirit  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  but  1  confider  our  cafe  fir  as  corning  within  the  letter  I  have 
heard  of  armed  men  coming  from  the  borders  of  other  flates,  to  oppofe 
tne  execution  of  our  laws  ;  feme  from  New-Town  and  various  parts 
ill  its  neignbourhood,  have  aflociated  with  the  refraCfory  of  our  own 
citizens,  that  we  have  to  combat  enemies  from  without  as  well  as  in¬ 
cendiaries  within — and  if  it  is  once  viewed  as  an  invalion,  which  it 
may  witn  j-mopriety  be  coniidered  to  be,  no  member  I  apprehend  will 
hefitate  to  declare,  that  it  comes  within  the  letter  of  the  confederation, 
as  contained  in  the  claufe  wnere  an  exception  is  made  to  favor  fuch 
Bates  wno  are  abfolutely  invaded,  and  whofe  time  cannot  permit  them 
either  to  fena  or  wait  for  the  confent  and  approbation  of  Congrefs,  to 
taxe  neceftary  meal u res  for  their  own  defence  and  prefervation. 

Mr.  Schott.  I  rife,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  offer  fome  remarks  upon  what 
has  been  faid  by  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  lall  but  one  (Mr.  Lewis) 
when  he^  alleged  that  uniform  lenity  had  been  fliewn  by  the  govern- 
TTiCnt  of  Pennfylvania  to  the  fettlers  at  WVoming :  1  hat  gentleman 
muft  be  miftaken  in  his  information,  or  I  do  not  believe  he  would 
ailert  what  he  has  juft  done  ;  becaufe  if  that  lenity  which  he  mentions 
had  been  obferved  after  the  decree  of  Trenton,  this  Houfe  would  not 
now  be  purfuing  fuch  harlh  mcafures  as  are  offered  in  the  prefent  bill. 
If  at  that  time  inftead  of  marching  an  armed  force  into  that  country, 
a  proclamation  holding  out  the  language  of  reconciliation,  and  con¬ 
firming  tliofe  claims  which  have  hnee  been  given  was  iflued,  I  am  con- 
ndent  in  aftcrtiiig  lir  that  Pennft  lvania  would  not  at  this  moment  con¬ 
tain  more  loyal  or  better  difpofed  citizens  than  the  Wyoming  fettlers. 
That  opportunity  was  unfortunately  loft,  but  I  ftill  think  the  objedl  of 
I’eftoring  peace  amd  liarmony  wntliin  our  reach,  and  that  without  the 
(xercifeof  military  force;  for  the  perfens  w’ho  are  deemed  fo  law- 
iels  are  not  1  hope  fo  numerous  as  to  make  it  neceftary.  The  majority 
ot  the  Iloufe  will  decide  as  they  jiulge  proper  on  the  fubjeift  before 
the  a  ;  but  hr  I  cannot  admit  that  Pennfvivania  has  fhewn  every  lenity 
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Jhe  queRion  on  the  firR  claufe  of  the  bill  was  now  taken,  and 
agreed  to  almoft  unani^noafly. 

The  following  claufe  was  conddered  : 

/I/uI  be  it  further  enatted  by  the  authority  aforejaidy  That  within  nxt_v 
days  next  after  the  day  of  every  free  male  inhabitant  ol 

the  faid  county  of  Luzerne,  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  upwards, 
ihall  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  or  arlirmation  of  allegiance,  and  make 
and  fubfcribe  the  following  declaration  before  fome  one  of  the  juhices 
of  the  peace  of  the  faid  county,  to  wit;  “  1  A.  B.  do  acknowledge  and 
declare  that  the  Rate  of  Pennfylvania  have  lawful  right  to  extend  her 
jurifdidion  to  the  whole  county  of  Luzerne,  to  exerciL*  her  govern- 
m<*Lt  and  enforce  the  full  execution  of  her  laws  th^yein  ;  tnat  1  uo  ana 
will  reit  fatished  with  the  provifions  of  the  late  law  of  the  faid  Rate, 
entitled,  ‘‘  an  ad  for  afeertaining  to  certain  perlons  called  C^onnedicuE 
claimants  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  cijuniy  ot  Lui-,erii>_, 
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and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,”  and  of  the  law  which  is 
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fupplement  thereto,  and  I  renounce  and  forever  give  up  all  claim  to 
land  within  the  Rate  of  Pennfylvania  under  any  title  derived  or  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  derived  from  the  colony  or  Rate  of  Connedicut,  or  the 
Sufquehannah  company,  or  in  confequence  of  any  purchafe  faid  to  have 
been  made  of  the  Indians,  or  from  any  of  the  commiRioners,  or  from 
any  perfon  or  perfons  whomfoever,  ading  or  pretending  to  aft  under 
the  authority  or  orders  of  the  company,  excepting  only  fuch  lands  as 
it  is  declared  by  the  ad  aforefaid,  fliall  be  confirmed  to  the  Connedicut 
claimants.  And  I  do  folemnly  engage  to  appear  at  the  call  of  the 
civil  and  militia  oRicers  of  the  faid  county,  or  any  of  them,  and  to  tne 
utmoR  of  my  power  fupport  them  in  the  full  execution  of  the  la^ws  of 

the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania.” 

h'lr.  Kennedy  wiihed  to*amend  this  claufe  by  inferting  after  the  word 
county”  (printed  in  Italic)  '"unlefs  he  has  already  taken  the  oathpre- 
feribedby  lavv.”  Pie  wiRied  this  to  be  inferted,  becaufe  he  confidered 
that  if  the  perfons  difregardcd  their  former  oath,  they  would  difregard 


this  alfo. 


Mr.  Clymer,  The  rcafon  that  inRuenced  your  Committee  to  fuojcd 
all  the  inhabitants  to  this  oath,  was,  becaufe  it  is  alleged,  that  the 
mode  in  which  the  former  was  adminiRered,  did  not  corref^aond  with 
the  one,  which  the  cuRom  of  their  country  impoled  ;  the  New-Eng- 
land  people  having  generally  been  ufed  to  fwear  with  uplifted  hand, 
and  this  had  been  taken  by  another  mode. 

The  queRion  was  put  on  the  amendment,  and  determined  in  the 


neofative. 
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Mr.  Findly.  I  am  not  going  to  vote  againR  the  claufe,  but  I  do 
not  like  it  altogether,  as  it  is  v/ithout  a  precedent  to  extort  an  oath 
Irom  one  part  of  the  citizens,  while  otners  are  left  at  iioerty  ;  it  is 
creating  not  only  an  extraordinary  oath,  but  nevv’’  crimes  and  punifn- 
ments  in  its  confequences — fuch  precedents  as  wc  are  about  to  eitabliih, 
is  extremely  dangerous,  and  may  hereartcr  lie  cxtcndcvl  as  an  en- 
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eine  of  oppreffion  ;  it  is  certainly  important,  and  ought  to  be  well  con- 
lidered  Derore  it  is  gone  into. 

Mr.  Peters  thought  there  was  a  great  deal  of  propriety  in  the  obfer- 
vation  inade  by  the  member,  but  on  this  occafion  he  thmmht  it  necef- 
fary  to  have  home  criterion,  to  determine  the  ndeiity  of  thofe  who  ac¬ 
cepted  the  lenity  of  government,  in  fobfiantiating  their  claims  to  the 
larids  m  Luzerne  ;  he  was  as  much  oppofed  to  multiply  oaths  on  any  oc- 
calion,  as  any  penon,  but  could  think  of  no  other  means  to  fubiLtute  • 
he  tnought  it  proper  to  forget  and  forgive  thofe  who  Ihould  now  come 
lorward,  and  pay  obedience  in  future  to  the  laws. 

^  Some  further  converfation  took  place,  when  the  claufe  was  agreed 

The  three  following  clanfes  palTcd  without  debate  : 

And  he  it  further  e7taaed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  every  other 
free  male  perfon  of  the  age  of  eighteen  year,  or  upwards,  who  at  any 

time  wuhm  two  years  next  after  the  palling  of  this  ad,  fnall  become 

an  inhabitant  of,  or  refide  within  the  faid  county,  fhall  in  like  man¬ 
ner  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforefaid,  within  fixty 
days^  next  afer  the  commencement  of  his  refidcnce  therein,  or  of  his 
arriving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

And  he  it  further  enaacd.  hy  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  every  free 
male  perfon  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  upwards,  who  is,  or  fhali 
become  an  inhabitant  of  the  faid  county,  or  fliall  refide  therein,  who 
for  the  fpace  of  lixty  days  next  after  the  day  of 

.  iiext,  or  next  after  the  commencement  of 

his  refiGence  within  the  faid  county,  or  of  his  arriving  at  the  a^e  of 
eighteen  years,  lhall  negled:  to  take  and  fubfcribe  the  oath  or  affirm¬ 
ation  aforefaid,  and  to  make  and  fubfcribe  the  faid  declaration, 
fhall  forfeit  all  rignt  to  land  within  faid  county  by  virtue  of  the  aef: 
aforefaid,  and  alio  be  forever  incapable  of  receiving  or  holding  by 
inheritance  or  otl'i^^rwife,  any  land  within  this  date  ;  and  he  fliali 
moreover  be  deemed  to  entertain  a  defign  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
the  faid  county  and  to  refiif  the  lawful  authority  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  upon  convidion  of  fuch  negled  fuch  offender  fhall  en¬ 
ter  into  a  recognizance  in  the  fum  of 

pounds,  with  one  or  more  fufficient  furety  or  fureties,  to  keep  the 
peace  and  be  of  good  behaviour  for  two  years,  or  be  committed 
to  gaoL  And  if  any  jierfon  who  fhall  have  fubferibed  the  oath  or 
affirmation  and  di^claration  aforefaid,  fhall  kill  to  hand  forth  and 
fupport  the  officers  aforefaid,  or  any  of  them,  when  called  as  afore- 
ff'd,  in  executing  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  fuch  perfon  fhall 
for  the  firfl  offence  forfeit  the  fum  of 

pounds,  and  for  the  fecond  and  eveiy  fubfequent  offence,  the  fum  of 

pounds, 

^  And  he  it  further  enafled  hy  the  cluihority  aforefaid.  That  every  ju- 
flice  of  the  peace  before  whom  the  faid  oath  or  affirmation  and 
declaration  fhall  be  fubferibed,  fhall  keep  a  fair  regiker  of  the 

names 
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rtames  and  farnames  of  the  perfons  fo  fabfcribing,  and  the  time 
when,  and  give  to  each  of  them  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken, 
made  and  fnbfcribed  the  fame.  And  every  fuch  jullice  of  the  jxace 
fhall  within  fourteen  days  next  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  hxty 
days,  and  at  the  end  of  every  three  months  afterwards  during  Uvo 
years  from  the  pafTing  of  this  a<d;  ;  tranfmit  under  his  hand  and  feal 
true  lids  of  the  names  and  furnames  of  the  perfons  fo  fubfcribing, 
of  their  places  of  abode,  and  times  when  they  took,  made  and  fub- 
fcribed  the  oath  or  affirmation  and  declaration  aforefaid,  to  the  re¬ 
corder  of  deeds  for  the  faid  county  ;  and  the  faid  recorder  is  here¬ 
by  enjoined  to  enter  the  fame  on  record. 

Mr.  Schott  moved  to  fill  up  the  hrft  blank  in  the  following  claufe, 
with  the  28th  inftant  ;  and  the  fecond  with  the  28th  of  May. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid ^  That  the  per¬ 
fons  called  ConnedicLit  claimants  be  and  they  are  hereby  allowed 
to  prefent  and  fupport  their  claims  in  the  manner  prefcribed  in  ther 
faid  adfj  from  the  day  of  to  the 

day  of  and  that  the  prefent  called  Penn- 

fylvania  claimants  be  and  they  are  hereby  allowed  to  prefent  and 
fupport  their  claims  at  any  time  before  the  hrft  day  of  January, 
which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17^9*  And  the  claims  of  the 
refpedive  claimants  which  fhall  be  prefented  and  fupported  within 
the  times  above  prefcribed  fhall  be  as  effectual  to  edablifh  their  re- 
fpedive  claims,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  prefented  and  fupported 
within  the  times  firft  allowed  them  by  the  a(fl  to  which  this  is  a 
fupplement. 

Mr.  Schott  was  of  opinion  that  the  claimants  under  Connefticut 
rights  and  thofe  under  Pennfylvania  ones,  would  both  be  glad  to  know^ 
their  doom  at  an  early  period ;  the  fooner  it  could  be  determined  the 
better,  becaufe  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  would  be 
fufpended,  whilft  the  decifion  of  their  rights  was  fufpendcd  :  if  it 
could  be  adjufted  by  May,  there  would  be  then  time  enough  to  get  in 
their  crops — and  the  injury  though  great,  could  not  be  fo  pernicious  as 
the  total  lofs  of  a  year’s  produT  ;  this  was  his  reafon  for  wifhing  ex¬ 
pedition  in  the  conclufion  of  the  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Lonjorey  thought  fome  time  ought  to  elapfe,  in  order  that  the 
well-difpofed  might  give  affurance  of  their  allegiance,  becaufe  it  was 
propofed,  that  none  but  fuch  as  took  the  oath,  ftiould  be  allowed  their 
claim. 

Mr.  Schott  was  of  opinion  that  the  claims  of  fuch  as  chofe  to  give  an 
immediate  affurance  of  their  good  difpofition  might  be  diredly  decided, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  perfon  who  had  taken  the  firfl  oath  would 
fubferibe  thelafl,  and  faw  no  caufe  of  delay  on  this  account. 

Some  further  converfation  took  place,  when  Mr.  Schott’s  motion 
was  agreed  to,  with  an  alteration  of  the  firff  of  May,  ii.ftead  of  the 
twenty-eighth 


The  following  claufe  being  under  confideration,  viz. 
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And  whcxcas  certain  of  the  faid  PennfyiFaiiia  claimants  have  petf-^ 
tinned  the  hiCgiilature  to  maKe  forne  new  provihon  for  the  valuation 
ot  the  lands  of  which  they  will  be  deprived  by  the  operation  of  the  ac^ 
aibiciaid,  and  to  allow  certificates  to  be  given  therefor,  inilead  of  new 
lands,  at  the  option  of  tile  claimarits— and  this  AffemHiy  being  defir- 
OU5  of  fatisfying  tlie  reafonable  demands  of  the  citizens  of  the  date, 
by  doing  what  tojullice  fliall  appertain  : 

^  Be  it  iDerefore  tf/aSted  hj  the  authority  afor(fa}dy  That  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  be  and  they  are  liereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
call  the  Pennfvlvania  claimants  to  be  notilied  by  an  advertifement  in 
one  or  more  of  the  news -papers  publiilied  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia/ 
to  affemble  at  a  certain  day,  and  at  fuch  place  as  the  Council  fhall  aji- 
}>oint,  ^for  the  purpofe  of  choofing  a  fit  perfon  to  appraife  the  lands 
daimed  by  the  Pennfylvania  claimants ;  and  the  perfen  who  lhall  then 
be  chcicn  by  a  majority  of  the  claimants  fo  allembled  being  approved 
of  by  the  Council,  fhall  in  cenjundion  with  another  ht  perfon  to  be 
'  appointed  by  the_^Ccunci],  name  a  third  appraifer,  who  being  likewife 
approved  of  by  the  Council,  the  faid  three  appraifers,  or  any  two  of 
them,  fhall  proceed  under  the  direClion  of  the  board  of  property,  in 
every  caie  in  which  it  fhall  by  the  faid  board  be  thought  nccelTary  to 
view  the  faid  lands,  claimed  by  the  Pennfyivania  claimants,  and  report 
to  the  faid  board,  their  ntuation,  quality  and  value.  Whereupon  the 
faid  board  fhall  confider  and  determine  what  quantity  of  new  land, 
and  w'hat  fum  in  cerlificaies  fhall  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  faid  Penn- 
f)dvania  claimants,  who  may  then  take  one  or  the  ether  at  their  op- 
tmn.  And  for  every  equivalent  fixed  and  chofen.  as  aforefaid  in  cer¬ 
tificates,  the  Council  flrali  ilfue  their  warrant  to  the  Comptroller-Gene¬ 
ral,  who  fhall  ifme  the  certificates  accordingly,  and  thefe  certiheates 
ihall  be  pajd  as  follows,  to  wit :  one-fourtli  part  thereof  by  the  firft 
(lay  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  ofour  Lord  one  thoufand 
fcveii  hundred  and  and  one  other Yourth-part  by  the  hrfl  day  of 

January  in  each  following  year,  until  the  whole  fhall  be  paid;  and 
they  iliall  alfo  bear  an  intcrcfl  of  fix  per  cent,  payable  half  yearly  like 
the  prefent  funded  certificates  of  the  Hate,  and  the  faid  certificates  fliall 
alfo  be  receivable  in  tlie  land-oflicc  in  payment  for  new  lands,  in  like 
manner  as  the  certificates  now  by  law  rcceiv’able  at  the  faid  office  for 
land,  in  the  old  or  new  purchafe.  And  the  compenfation  which  the 
board  of  proj>crty  fliall  fx  in  new  lands,  fliall  be  taken  in  the  refiduuni 
of  the  donation  lands  or  in  any  other  public  lands  within  the  old  or 
new  purchafe,  not  referved  for  the  life  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Fiudley.  it  is  here  Mr.  Speaker  I  apprehend,  that  the  fubjedl 
of  the  funds  comes  with  propriety  before  us  ;  and  I  fliall  fuggeff  the 
following  propofitions  for  the  cciilideration  of  the  Houfe  ;  FirH,  out 
of  wliat  funds  arc  thefe  inflalmcnts  to  be  paid,  when  they  become  due  ^ 
and  fecond,  what  monies  are  to  be  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
intcreff  in  tlie  interim  ?  and  third,  wdiat  will  be, the  amount  of  the  debt 
v/c  arc  to  aflunic  ^  I  ccnfder  fir  that  it  will  be  r.eccffiary  when  the 
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Houfe  are  to  grant  funds  to  any  purpofe,  the  amount  ought  to 
vioufly  afcertained  ;  in  this  cafe  I  think  the  fame  obrei*vation  hoks 

gQod for  as  I  faid  before,  we  are  as  the  law  now  fcands,  going  to 

create  a  new  debt,  to  be  charged  upon  our  appropriated  funds,  at 
the  fame  time  when  it  is  allowed,  that  they  have  failed  to  anfwer  tae 
demands  which  they  are  already  fubjecl  to  ;  many  of  them  it  is  al¬ 
leged  have  failed,  the  impoH  certainly  has  ;  now  let  gentlemen  con- 
fider  ferioufiy,  how  far  it  will  be  their  duty,  to  encumber  thefe  funds 
further,  by  charging  it  Vv^ith  the  payment  of  intereft  and  inftalment  ■, 
which  they  do  not  know  the  amount  of.  If  it  fliould  be  the  duty  of  the 
Houfe  to  add  this  expence  to  the  ftate,  furely  the  amount  ought  to  l>e 
afcertained  ;  but  I  believe  they  have  no  eftimate  or  certihcate  of  what 
this  might  be.  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  procure  for  myicb 
fome  information  on  this  head,  but  I  cannot  fay  I  have  been  fo  iiicceii- 
ful  as  I  could  wilh.  I  think  from  what  I  have  been  aijle  to  coiieci, 
that  it  may  be  within  f.  200,000  others  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
not  exceed  ^100,000,  but  in  both  thefe  eftimations  we  may  be  de¬ 
ceived;  I  have  already  fir  been  deceived  in  this  matter,  not  that  I 
charge  any  perfon  with  a  delign  to  havx  deceived  rne,  foi  I  beL>^ve 
the  gentlemen  who  compofed  the  late  Houfe,  and  wno  acceded  to  the 
bill  for  confirming  the  Conne6Iicut  claims,  were  equally  mifiaken 
with  myfelk  I  know  I  have  been  mifiaken  both  as  to  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  lands  in  difpute.  I  think  we  were  then  given  to 
believe,  that  the  land  did  not  exceed  20,000  acres,  of  no  great  va¬ 
lue  ;  I  fay  fir,  I  dont  mean  to  advance  that  we‘  were  impofed  upon, 
any  more  than  we  impofed  upon  ourfelves ;  but  I  now  find  fir,  that 
demands  are  made  upon  us  not  only  for  lands  given  up  to  the  Con¬ 
necticut  people,  but  for  hoiifes,  orchards,  meadows,  and  other  va¬ 
luable  improvements.  I  was  alfo  lead  to  believe,  that  they  were  ia- 
tisfied  with  the  compenfation  we  propofed  to  give  them>;  but  you 
find  by -the  claufe  before  you,  that  they  are  not  fatisfied,  and  that  it 
is  deemed  reafonable  to  go  further  and  do  them  ample  jufiice.  v 

fir,  but  will  what  is  now  propofed  fatisfy  them  ?  will  they  deem  it 
juft  to  give  them  certificates  unfufiained  by  any  funds  ?  or  will  they 
be  gratified  by  an  order  for  the  intereft  without  the  payment  ?  I  bt?- 
lleve  fir  they  will  not  be  fatisfied,  iinlels  both  thefe  things  aie  obtained. 
Moreover,  I  confider  it  as  doing  an  elTential  injury  to  the  public  cre¬ 
ditors ;  the  price  of  their  certificates  are  very  low,  oiving  in  a  gica^ 
meafure  I  fufped  to  the  deficiency  in  the  payments  of  intereft  ;  bill* 
here  we  are  making  an  additional  call  upon  the  f  unds,  already  infuffi- 
cient  for  their  original  appropriation.  We  are  not  in  a  fituation  lo  tio 
jufiice  to  both  Connecticut  claimants  and  the  puolic  creditors,  let^  us 
therefore  provide  for  our  debts  of  jiiftice,  before  wearelibeful  tuC  Gent 
of  juftice,  which  is  the  debt  of  merit,  occupies*  tbs  iirft:  place,  and  botxi. 
in  law  and  faCI  are  moft  entitled  to  our  proteCfion  and  coulideiation* 
As  we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  demanGs,  nor  have 
funds  to  anfwer  them,  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can  be  proper  to  aiTiime 

tilC 

R 


'■r 


■A 


I 


Id 


t 


Bf 


•'i 

A- 


^4.1 


i- 

■ 

1: 


4 


.rq 

,-1*'  1 

v'*.  '■ 


i30 


Debates^  the  General  Assembly 


tLe  pa}  ment.  Ifwe  are  again  miftaken  in  the  extent  of  the  claim/ 
and  It  fiioula  again  exceed  the  200,000  or  100,000  it  is  now  fup^' 

^  1 '^’11 have  already  done 

^  without  inibnnation,  therefore,  for  the  prefent,  I 
‘  piOpei  to  deiiit,  or  at  lead  allow  curfelves  as  much  time 

as  poiiiD  e  to  get  better  information  ;  for  I  mud  own  itiyfelfvery  de- 
ncient  on  tnis  head,  but  v/ill  endeavour  to  be  better  prepared  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill.  ^ 

Mr.  6.^;?w*  did  not  know  by  what  means  the  gentleman  had  obtain¬ 
ed  10  much  information  as  he  profefied  to  have  ;  for  his  part,  after 
hearing  all  that  was  laid  before  the  Committee,  he  was  of  opinion  the 
expence  would  come  within  the  limits  he  had  mentioned.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  feems  to  doubt  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  incur  a  new  debt,  in 
defence  of  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the  date ;  but  furely  he  mud  know 
that  the  Conditution  is  no  barrier  to  fuch  meafure,  and  he  mud  be  ac- 
ouainted  with  the  practice  of  other  nations.  In  England  it  is  well 
known  that  the  parliament  create  new  debts,  upon  the  faith  of  a  fimple 
refclution  ;  and  from  the  very  term  of  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  he 
mud  have  concluded  that  the  praidice  obtained  there,  as  w^ell  as  in  the 
Tnited  otates,  to  hear  a  right  of  this  nature  difputed,  by  that  gentle¬ 
man  who  fo  drcngly  has  urged  the  fupremary  of  the  Legiflature  on 
former  occafion,  mud  be  a  fubjecd  of  wonder  and  admiration. 

Mr.  h indley  fufpe(^ted  he  was  mifunderdood,  for  it  was  only  the 

equity  and  expediency,  and  not  the  right  wTich  he  had  eon  tended 
againd. 

^v.FitzJimofis.  This  fir  has  been  a  troublefome  bufinefs  to  Penn- 
fylvania^  many  years,  and  I  think  the  hour  is  near  at  hand  when  the 
commotion  ought  to  be  allayed.  The  gentleman  who  is  jud  feated, 
conceives  fir,  that  he  has  been  grofsly  deceived  in  the  meafure,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  late  Houfes  to  accomplifli  this  defirable  objetf  i 
I  fancy  dr  our  information  at  that  time  was  pretty  nearly  alike ;  I 
remember  then  to  have  made  enquiry  into  the  extent  of  thefe  perfons- 
claims,  and  was  informed,  that  about  20,000  acres  of  valuable  lands 
lying  upon  the  river,  w^as  to  be  generally  given  up,  bedde  fome  further 
up  the  county,  of  not  fo  great  worth,  d  he  gentleman  mud  have  for¬ 
got  this  latter  circumdancc,  or  I  am  fure  he  would  not  have  mentioned 
the  one  without  the  other  ;  but  fuppofedr  that  the  extent  of  their  claim 
foould  be  £,  ico,ooo,  and  w'e  were  now  about  to  begin  this  bufinefs, 
and  it  appeared  clearly  to  the  Houfe  that  forces  mud  be  raifed,  or  that 
fum  facrificed  to  preferve  peace,  the  Houfe  would  condder  ferioufly 
before  they  engaged  in  a  war,  and  that  at  a  very  critical  time,  which 
might  add  to  its  obdinacy  and  feverity  ;  the  Houfe  would  alfo  cond¬ 
der  whetlier  it  w^ould  not  be  entailing  a  much  greater  expcnce  on  them- 
felvcs  and  condituents,  than  thic  ten  times  the  fum  difpofed  of  in  this 
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Iiiament  of  fecurity  is  paflTed,  and  vve  cannot  efie^l  a  reconciliation  with¬ 
out  a  long  and  obftinate  contention. 

The  gentleman  conceives  the  power  to  be  with  us  of  expending 
money  without  funds,  but  denies  the  expediency  ;  I  believe  fir  every 
nation  who  have  a  fudden  occalion  to  obtain  money,  do  it  upon  their 
faith  :  England,  my  worthy  colleague  obferves,  has  frequently  done 
it  by  a  fimple  refolution,  and  fir  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  fee  the  credit 
of  Pennfvlvania  fo  far  revived,  as  to  be  able  to  obtain  it  on  the  fame 
fecurity,  and  an  equal  credit  paid  to  the  honeft  difpofitions  of  the  Le- 
gillators  of  the  ftate,  to  provide  funds  for  the  difcharge  of  any  engage¬ 
ment  they  may  enter  into.  Suppofe,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  fiim  to  be 
£,  100,000  that  is  wanted  on  the  prefent  occafion,  it  is  but  6000 
per  annum;  this  fum  fir  could  injure  the  public  creditors  but  little, 
and  I  believe  fir  the  perfons  in  whofe  favour  this  fum  is  granted,  are 
as  well  entitled  to  our  bounty  at  this  moment  as  many  of  the  public 
creditors  within  the  ftate.  The  Houfe,  I  hope  fir,  will  have  an  ac¬ 
curate  ftate  of  their  funds,  in  three  or  four  days,  and  then  perhaps  fomc 
of  the  gentleman’s  objedions  may  be  got  over. 

Mr.  Fwdley  contended  that  the  debt  already  afTumed  was  a  debt  of 
merit  and  of  honor,  and  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to  lay  hands  on  any 
of  the  appropriations  to  apply  them  to  newufes  ;  and  this  meafure  was 
not  complying  with  the  idea  of  juftice,  which  it  held  out  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  to  the  prefent  claufe,  becaufe  the  certificate  would  be  of  little 
value,  unlefs  the  Houfe  piovided  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
eft,  and  difcharge  of  the  principal. 

One  gentleman  had  queftioned  the  authority  from  which  he  drew 
his  information  ;  he  would  only  anfwer  that  he  had  fuch  information, 
though  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  name  the  perfon;  but  it  would  be  a 
happy  circumftance  if  the  amount  was  under  the  fum  he  had  named. 
The  other  gentleman  from  the  city  tells  us  that  it  will  only  be  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  6000  per  annum,  which  will  not  much  injure  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor  ;  this  is  ftrange  fir,  when  it  is  confidered  that  it  comes  from  a 
gentleman  who  frequently  laments  the  deranged  fituation  of  thofe  very 
funds. 

The  queftion  was  put  and  carried  on  the  claufe,  when 

Mr.  Findley  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  withdrew  it — obferv- 
ing  he  was  not  fond  of  multiplying  them,  and  it  was  but  the  fecond 
reading. 

The  bill  being  now  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  to  be  tranfcribed  and 
publifhed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrovr,  at  half  paft  nine,  A.  M. 

Saturday,  November  17,  1787.  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  John  Carfon,  Efq.  in  excufe  for  his  non-attendance 
was  read  ;  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  Mr.  M^CIay  have  leave  of  abfence  du¬ 
ring  the  remainder  of  the  prefent  feftion, 
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A  petition  from  Garret  Broadhead  and  Cornelius  Vanhorn,  in  be- 
Iialf  cf  themfclves  and  others,  was  read,  remonftrating  againft  the  a^l: 
entitled  an  a(51  for  afcertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  perfons 
called  Conncflicut  claimcnts,  tlie  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned, and 
ying  the  operation  thereof  may  be  fufpended  ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of,  the  county  of  Luzerne  was 
read,  praying  a  further  time  may  be  allowed  them  to  prefent  their 
Ciaiiiis  to  the  commiffioner  appointed  under  the  aft  above  recited ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Zebulon  Butler  W'as  read,  fetting  forth  that  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  aft  entitled  “  an  aft  for  quieting  the  diflurbances  at 
^^  yoming,  for  pardoning  certain  offenders,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned,”  he  furrendered  himfelf,  entered  into  a  recogni¬ 
zance  w'ith  one  furety  ;  that  notwithftanding  his  furrender  aforefaid, 
a  fuit  was  inflituted  againft  him  for  a  certain  trefpafs  faid  to  have  been 
ccrniiiitted,  and  judgment  awarded  thereupon,  fora  conftderable  fum 
of  money,  and  praying  this  Houfe  to  grant  him  relief  in  the  prenriifles ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Peters,  feconded  by  Mr.  Lewis, 

Rcfolvcd,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Ebcecutlve  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  take  immediate  meafures  for  locating  and  furveying  fixty  thou- 
fartd  acres  for  the  ufe  cf  public  fchools,  agreeably  to  the  law  paffed  the 
pth  day  of  April,  1 785. 

The  Committee  of  accounts  made  a  final  jeport,  that  they  had  at 
diftcrent  times,  during  the  prefent  feflion,  received  from  David  ‘Rit- 
tenhoiife,  Efq.  the  following  bills  cf  credit,  emitted  by  an  aft  of 
General  AlTembly,  paft'ed  the  16th  day  of  March,  1785,  viz, 

7,295  bills  of  twenty  iflilllings  each,  -  - 

9>,Gco  do.  cf  fiffeen  fblllings  each,  _  .  - 

6, cco  do.  of  ten  fnilliugs  each,  -  -  - 

b/00  do.  cf  five  Ihillings  each.  -  -  _ 

4,8co  do.  of  two  fl)illings  and  fix-pence  each, 
a,8co  do.  cf  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence  each, 

('fco  do.  cf  nine- pence  each,  _  -  - 

7, nco  do.  of  three-pcncc  each,  .  -  _ 


£•  7.295 

6,750 
3,000 
1,650 
600 
360 

255 
90 


Total,  /.  20,000 

AH  which  they  Lave  examirxd,  counted  and  burned,  according  to 
I  OvV. 

b  ])c  report  cf  the  Committee  of  John  Penn  jun.  and  John  Penn  Efq. 
r  a  1  yefterday-,  was  read  the  fccond  time  ;  whcrcupcn, 

Keu;]vcd,  ’lhat  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition.^ 
9  he  report  on  the  mefib age  cf  Ocuncil  refpefting  the  claim  cf 
CoLnel  I'rancis  Mentgez,  read  yefterday,  was  read  the  Tecond  time, 
A  id  on  tliC  (iucltion,  the  Uo-fe  agree  to  the  fo!!on.vh:g  rrjohuon, 
*  Rcfolvcd, 


'W' 
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Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  bring- 
ino-  in  a  bill  authorifing  and  empowering  the  comptroller  to  ifiue  ^  ^er-  , 
tilfcate  to  the  faid  Colonel  Mentgez,  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  bearing  interell  from  the  day  ^  as  a  compcn- 

fiitioii  fbr  his  fervices.  It  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  report  read  yefterday,  on  the  petition  of  Devercux  Smith,  was 

read  the  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 

The  report  read  November  15th,  on  the  petition  of  divers  inhabitants 
of  Weft-Chefter,  was  read  the  fecond  time  ;  whereupon, 

Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  m  a  bill  coniti-^ 
tuting  a  certain  diRrift  of  county  contiguous  to  faid  court-houfc,  tuc 
couaty  town,  bounded  as  fet  forth  in  their  petition,  and  called  va  eit- 

Chefter, 

Ordered,  that  the  members  from  Chefter  County  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill  conformably  to  the  foregoing  refolution.  ^  .  1  • 

The  report  read  November  petition  of  divers  mhimi- 

tants  of  Moyamenfing,  was  read  the  fecond  time. 

Ordered  to  be  re-committed.  ^ 

The  Committee  to  wdiom  was  recommitted  the  report  on  the  petiti¬ 
on  of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Bucks,  made  report,  which 
was  read  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  fame  w^as  read  the 

fecond  time ;  ^  •  1  -n  r  i. 

Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  m  a  bill  for  the 

ehablifhment  of  a  feminary  of  learning,  agreeable  to  the  faid  petition, 
and  for  the  endowment  of  the  fame,  with  acres  of  the  unap¬ 

propriated  lands  wdthin  this  Commonw^ealth. 

Ordered,  that  the  members  from  Bucks  County  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  bill  conformably  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

The  bill  entitled  an  ad  for  reftingthe  public  ftore-houfe'and  tw^o 
lots  of  ground,  in  the  borough  and  county  of  LancaRer,  in  the  truf- 
tees  of  Franklin  college,  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  inRitution,”  was  read 
the  fecond  time  and  conRdered  by  paragraphs ; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 

public  confideration. 

The  bill  entitled  an  aT  for  authorizing  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  to  draw  an  order  on  the  treafurer  of  this  Rate,  for  tne  fum  of 
feventy  nine  pounds  ten  fhillings,  in  favor  of  Alexander  McDowell, 
was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration. 

The  bill  entitled  an  aa  for  vefeing  ^  tlioiifand  acres  of 

unappropriated  lands  in  the  incorporated  A.inerican  philofophical  foci- 
ety  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge,^’ was  read  the  feend  time,  andcon- 
fidered  by  paragraphs,  . 

Ordered,  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  confideration, 

On 
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On  motion,  ordered,  that  Monday  next  be  appointed  for  the  third 
leading  of  the  bill  entitled  an  aft  to  alter  and  amend  an  aft  entitled 
an  aft  for  erecting  and  opening  a  loan  office  for  the  fum  of  fifty  thou- 
fand,  pounds,”  and  that  it  be  the  order  for  that  day^ 

The  Houfe  adjourned  until  three  o’clock  to-morrow,  P.  M. 

Monday,  November  19,  1787,  P,  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  memorial  from  John  Penn,  jun.  and  John  Penn,  Efq.  was  read 
as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  honorable  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 

fylvania. 

The  memorial  of  John  Penn,  jun.  and  John  Penn, 

'  Respectfully  Shewetii, 

THAT  by  the  aft  of  Affcmbly  paffed  in  the  year  1 7 79,  vefting  the 
proprietary  eftate  of  your  memorialifls  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  their  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Proprietary  Tenths  or  Ma- 
nors  were  accepted  and  confirmed  to  them  : 

That  by  the  negligence  of  your  memorialift’s  furveyors  and  other 
fervants,  furveys  of  divers  of  the  aforefaid  I’cnths  or  Manors,  were 
not  made  and  regularly  returned  into  the  land-office  on  or  before  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1776,  although  the  warrants  for  that  purpofe  had  been 
iffued  long  before  that  period ;  by  means  of  which  negligence,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  your  memorialifts  in  many  of  the  faid  Tenths  or  Manors^ 
which  have  heretofore  been  pofleffcd  by  them  as  fuch,  has  become 
doubtful. 

Your  memorialids,  being  firmly  perfuadcd  that  the  intention  of  the 
above-mentioned  aft  of  appropriation  was  to  have  excepted,and  feparated 
them  from  the  public  proprietary  eftate  before  the  period  of  American  in¬ 
dependence,  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  fuch  Ma¬ 
nors  and  Tenths,  as  were  not  furveyed  and  returned  into  the  land- 
office,  on  or  before  the  4th  of  July,  1776. 

And  your  memorialifts  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent  to  your  honor¬ 
able  Houfe,  that  by  the  above-mentioned  aft  of  1779,  beftdes  the  afore¬ 
faid  Tenths  or  Manors,  there  was  referved  to  the  late  proprietaries,  all 
their  private  eftates,  lands  and  hereditaments,  which  they  were  then 
entitled  to  in  their  private  capacity,  by  device,  piirchafe  or  defeent ; 
and  that  fince  the  pafting  of  the  faid  aft,  doubts  have  arifen  whether 
by  general  terms  made  ufe  in  the  fame,  the  faid  aft  has  fufficiently  con¬ 
firmed  to  your  memorialifts  all  fuch  eftates  as  they  then  pofTefled,  or 
were  entitled  to  by  purchafe  of  themfelves  or  their  anceftors,  from  fuch 
perfons  as  held  the  fame,  by  virtue  of  fome  prior  warrant,  furvey  or 
location  : 

Your  memorialifts  therefore  pray  the  honorable  Houfe  will,  by  an 
explanatory  caufe,  confirm  to  them  all  the  faid  private  eftate,  lands  and 
hereditaments. 

And  your  memorialifts,  fully  relying  on  the  inclination  of  the  ho¬ 
norable  Houfe  to  relieve  them  from  the  Ioffes  they  have  fuftained  by 

.  ’  the 
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the  late  revolution,  as  far  as  is  confident  with  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  Commonwealth,  beg  leave  further  to  inform  the  honorable  Houfe, 
they  have  lately  had  confiderable  demands  made  on  them  for  arrears 
of  taxes  on  the  aforefaid  Tenths  or  Manors  and  private  eftates,  which 
if  they  are  compelled  to  pay,  would  be  dill  adding  to  their  lofs,  which 
has  already  been  fo  great. 

Your  memorialids  therefore  pray  your  honorable  Houfe  will  be 
pleafed  to  exempt  them  from  payment  of  all  fuch  taxes,  as  were  due 
and  in  arrear  from  them  on  or  before  the  fird-day  of  January,  1787. 

John  Penn,  jun. 

'  John  Penn. 

Aud  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond 
time* 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  Medrs.  Clymer,  Lewis,  Peters,  Ken¬ 
nedy  and  Findley,  to  report  thereon. 

'  A  petition  from  James  Young,  an  infolvent  debtor  confined  in  the 
jail  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  was  read,  fetting  forth,  that 
his  cafe  is  diferently  circumdanced  from  thofe  other  infol vents  whofe 
names  are  inferted  in  the  fame  bill  with  his,  inafmuch  as  he  hath  on 
oath  adigned  his  property  to  trodees  for  the  payment  of  his  jud  debts, 
therefore  praying  that  fuch  revifal  or  amendment  may  take  place  in  the 
faid  place,  as  will  extend  to  him  fuitable  relief ; 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  grand  Committee  of  claims  made  a  further  report  in  part,  which 
was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  of  Zebulon  Butler,  read  November  1 7,  was  read  the 
fecond  time; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  Medfs.  Lewes,  Clingan  and  Schott, 
to  report  thereon. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled 
“  a  fupplement  to  the  aft  entitled  an  aft  for  regulating.the  meafure- 
ment  of  corn  and  fait  imported  intp  the  port  of  Philadelphia,'"  which 
was  read  the  firfl  time,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  bill  entitled  an  aft  to  alter 
and  amend  an  aft  entitled  an  aft  for  erefting  and  opening  a  lone  office 
for  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  poands,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
confidered  by  paragraphs  ; 

Ordered,  that  it  be  engroffed  for  the  purpofe  of  being  enafted  into 
a  law. 

On  motion,  ordered,  thg^t  to-morrow  be  affigned  for  the  third  read¬ 
ing  of  the  bill  entitled  “  a  fupplement  to  an  aft  entitled  an  an  aft  for 
afeertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  perfons  called  Connefticut  claim¬ 
ants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,"  and  that  it  be  the  order  for  the 
day. 

Adjourned  until  half  pafl  nine  oklock  to-morrow. 


T  UE5DAV, 


Tuesday,  November  20,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  a  Committee  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  of  Pittf- 
burg  and  the  neighbouring  country,  was  read,  referring  to  the  peti¬ 
tions  to  former  Houles  of  Affcmbly,  and  praying  that  parts  of  the 
counties  of  WeftmOreland  and  Wafhington  may  be  eroded  into  a  new 
county  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  fame  was  read  a 
fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Clymer,  Lewis,  Lowrey, 
G.  fleifter,  FindleJ^  Irvine,  M‘ Dowell,  Philips  and  Schott,  to  report 
thereon. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Weil- 
moreland  was  read,  praying  the  feat  of  juftice  in  and  for  the  faid 
county,  may  be  fixed  and  cilablilhed  at  Hannahs-Town,  as  being  the 
mod  eligible  place  for  that  purpofe  within  the  fame  county  ;  and  on 
motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time.^ 

Ordered,  that  the  fame,  together  with  the  petitions  of  a  fimilar  te¬ 
nor  remaining  on  the  files  of  the  General  Aflernbly,  be  referred  to 
the  laft  named  Committee  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  hollar,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  confritution  of  this  Commonwealth 
requires  that  public  fchools  for  the  convenient  inftrudion  of  youth  be 
eftablifhed  within  each  county.  In  confequence  whereof,  an  ad  of 
General  Affembly  hath  been  paffed,  whereby  fixty  thoufand  acres  are 
appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchools ;  and  as  feveral  large  trads 
of  unappropriated  lands  have  lately  been  granted  to  feveral  feminaries 
of  learning  v/ithin  particular  counties,  and  other  applications  for  like 
pnrpofes  will  doubtlefs  be  complied  with,  which  gives  juft  reafon  for 
many  to  doubt  whether  unequal  appropriations  of  the  public  lands  of 
this  date  may  not  hereafter  be  made  ;  therefore  I  give  notice  to  the 
Houfe,  that  I  intend  Ihortly  to  offer  a  refolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  appropriate  to  each  county  their 
proportion  of  faid  fixty  thoufand  acres,  and  that  each  county  pay  the 
cxpence  for  taking  up  their  refpedive  proportions,  and  not  burthen  the 
ftate  with  the  expence  as  is  commonly  the  cafe  on  like  occafiens. 

A  letter  from  the  Hon.  George  Woods,  Efq.  incloftng  certain 
papers  controverting  the  petidon  of  Lewis  Kaftleman,  read  in  the  late 
Houfe  September  7  laft,  w’crc  prclcntcd  to  the  chair,  and  the  iiiclofures 

read  as  follows,  vi'A*  ^ 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  November  20,  1707. 

In  laft*  feiTions  of  Aftcmbly,  a  remonftrance  was  prefented  to  the 
chair  by  one  of  the  then  members,  in  behalf  of  a  certain  Lewis  CaL 
tleman,  who  complained  I  had  obtained  a  conveyance  of  him  the  faid 
Caftlcman,  in  a  fraudulent  manner,  by  which  falfe  complaint  I  feel  my- 
fclf  much  injured  ;  I  requeft  your  having  the  inclofed  papers,  pead, 
which  I  flatter  myfelf  will  give  fatisfadion  to  your  honorable  body. 


The  Honorable  Speaker. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  your  obedient  humble  feryant, 

George  Woods. 

KNOW 


of  Pennsylvania. 

ICNOVv^  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that  I,  Lewis  Ca^lkman,  of  Cum¬ 
berland  county,  and  province  of  Pennfylvania,  yeoman,  tor  ^ an  m 
confideration  of  the  fum  of  twenty  pounds,  lawful  money  ot  tne  pro¬ 
vince  aforefaid,  to  me  in  hand  paid,  by  George  Woods  of  Beaford, 
the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  bargameu 
and  fold,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  grant,  bargain  and  fell  all  my  ngnt, 
title,  intereft,  property,  claim  and  demand,  of,  in  and  to  a  certain  im  ¬ 
provement  and  trad  of  land,  fituate  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Dunnings 
Creek,  joining  and  below  Richard  Hockly’s  land,  on  the  moutno. 
Brufh  Run,  and  above  the  fettled  plantation  ot  John  Fonts  or  Jo.m 
Holmes;  together  with  all  and  fmgular  my  improvements  thereon, 
to  wit:  a  houfe  of  twenty  by  eighteen,  one  dory  and  an  half  high,  a 
fmall  field,  cleared,  fenced  and  tilled,  and  fome  meadow  cleared  and 
fowmd  with  timothy  ;  faid  improvements  being  made  in  the  years  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  fixty  one  and  two  ;  all  which  improvements 
I  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  releafe  and  forever  quit  claim  un^  the 
faid  George  Woods,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminiftrators  and  alligns, 
with  all  and  every  the  emoluments  and  advantages  that  may  acciiu. 
unto  the  faid  Woods  from  faid  improvements,  or  any  part  of  them,  but 
(hall  be  deemed  and  taken,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  to  his  the 
faid  George  Woods,  his. heirs,  and  afiigns,  own  proper  ufe  and  benoo. 
without  any  let,  fuit,  trouble,  molefiation  or  eveclion  of  me  the  laid 
Lewis  Caftleman,  my  heirs,  executors,  admindlrators  or  alfigns,  or 
any  perfon  or  perfons  claimkig  or  to  claim,  by,  trom  or  under  me, 
or  any  of  them,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

ftanding.  i  r  i  i 

In  witnefs  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  leai,  tnis  teniii 

day  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-nme. 

Lewis  Castleman,  (l,  s.; 

Signed,  fealed  and  delivered  in  prefence  of  ? 

John  Miller,  ^ 

N.  B.  The  other  witnefs^s  name  is  in  Dutch,  which  cannot  oe  inc.....e 

out.  . 

,  The  above  is  a  true  copy,  as  taken  from  the  original.  . 

W.  Henry. 

Cumherlafid i  If.  ^  ^  r  r  •  i  ^ 

Before  me,  one  of  his  Majefiy ’s  juflices  of  the  pea^  for  faid  county, 

tame  Lewis  Caftleman,  and  being  duly  Iworn  according  td  law,  uepo- 
fetb  and  faith,  that  he  this  deponent  lived  on  a  certain  piece  of  land 
joining  and  above  John  Fout’s  place,  on  the  fouth  fide  or  g 

Creek,  in  the  vear  1762,  and  that  George  Armltrong  and  Major 
Ward  came  to  this  deponent’s  houfe  on  faid  land,  and  defired  him  to 
leave  that  land,  as  the  faid  land  belonged  to  George  tog  am 

them  ;  and  alfo  threatened  this  deponent,  that  he  net. or  'ou  i  rate,  e 

faid  land.  This  deponent  alfo  faith,  that  he  got  ^raid  that  they  inight 
turn  him  out  of  the  faid  land,  and  left  he  ftiould  be  defolate  of  a  place, 
he  went  and  bought  another  piece  of  land  of  the  fai ..  George  ’ 
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but  declares  that  he  never  fold,  fwap’d  or  bartered  fald  land  joining 
bout’s,  or  improvements  to  George  Groghan  or  George  Armftrong, 
nor  io  a?iy  perJo7i  Ui:i7ig,Ja^'e  to  George  IVoodt,  ^vhicJj  he  has  corrjyedfaid 
J77!p rc^'e 771071  tS  to.  L  E  W I  S  C  A  s  T  L  E  M  A  N  . 

Sworn  and  fubfcribed  to  before  me  this  1 
19th  day  of  January,  1  771.  |> 

Barnard  Dougherty,  j 

The  above  Is  a  true  eopv',  as  taken  from  the  original. 

VV,  Henry. 

The  Committee  appointed  yefterday  on  the  petition  of  Zebulon  But¬ 
ler,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

'The  report  of  the  Committee  read  yeflerday  on  the  petition  of  Ni¬ 
cholas  Kuhl  and  others,  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  the  refolutioa 
in  part  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

Refolved, 'fhat  Daniel  Vvoolppert,  of  the  corps  of  invalids,  Nicliolas 
Kuhl,  Daniel  Murphy,  John  Wiiey,  JohnWilfon,  Richard  Swan,  Hen¬ 
ry  Brink,  Vvilliam  Van-Gorden  and  John  Conrad  Latour,  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  refpedlive  petitions. 

Ordered,  That  die  ref  due  of  the  faid  report,  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Abraham  Lukens,  be  recommitted. 

The  Committee  appointed  far  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled, 

an  aft  for  erefting  a  certain  di drift  of  country  in  wTiich  the  court- 
hoiife  in  Cheiter  now  Hands,  into  a  county  town,”  tvhich  was  read  ; 
and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time, 
and  confidered  by  paragraphs  ; 

Ordered,  I'har  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  coniideration. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill,  entitled, 

a  fupplement  to  an  aft  entitled  an  aft  for  raifing  by  w^ay  of  lottery, 
the  fum  of  forty-two  thoufand  dollars,  for  improving  the  public  roadt^ 
leading  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  weHern  parts  of  the  date, 
and  towards  the  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Schuylkill,” 
which  wa^  read  tlie  fecond  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  ccnfideration. 

'I'he  Comrrnttee  appointed  for  the  purpoR,  reported  a  bill,  entitled, 

Mn  nn  iirndp’iTT''  nr  Tiiillhr  fchnol  in  the 


an  aft  to  incorporate  and  endow  an  academy  or  public  fchool  in  the 
borough  of  Reading  and  county  of  Berks,”  which  w'as  read  the  feconci 
time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs  ; 

Ordered,  '1  luit  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
public  cnnfideration. 

'The  bill  entitled,  a  fupplement  to  the  aft  entitled  an  aft  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  incafurement  of  corn  and  fait  imported  in  the  port  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,”  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for 
pii blic  cond dcra  ti on . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley,  fcccPAlcd  ]\v  Mr.  Kennedy, 

Ordered, 


1. 
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Ordered,  That  to-morrow  be  afTigned  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  entitled  an  aft  to  encourage  the  manufaftures  of  this  fiate,  and 
that  it  be  the  order  for  that  day. 

On  motion,  ordered,  That  Thurfday  next  be  alTigned  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  entitled,  a  fupplement  to  an  an  aft  entitled,  an  aft 
for  afeertaining  and  conlirming  to  certain  peiTons  called  Connefticut 
claimants,  the*'  lands  by  them  claimed  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  and  that  it  be  the  order  for  tnat 
day. 

And  the  Houfe  adjourned  until  to-morrow  half  pad  nine,  A.  IVT. 

Wednesday,  November  21,  1787. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  John  Etwein  and  John  Meder,  onbehalt  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  of  the  United  Brethren,  who  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Elea- 
thens,  v/as  read,  praying  to  be  incorporated  ;  and  on  motion  and  by 
fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and 

Ordered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted. 

Petitions  from  753  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland, 
Vfalbin^ton  and  Fayette,  read  in  the  late  Houfe  September  13  lad, 
were  prefented  and  read  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the 
fame  was  read  the  fecond  time  : 

Ordered,  that  they  be  referred  to  Meflrs.  Clymer,  Lewis,  Lowrey, 
G.  Eleider,  Findley,  Irwin,  McDowell,  Philips  and  Schott  to  report 

thereon.  _  . 

A  petition  from  93  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Walhington  was 

read,  praying  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  fame  may  be  erefted  into  a  new 
county  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order  the  fame  was  read  the  fe¬ 
cond  time. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  lad  named  Committee  to  report 
^hereon.  ~ 

The  memorial  of  the  college  of  phyficians  of  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  was  read  the  fecond  time,  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable  the  Legidature  of  the  date  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  memorial  of  the  College  of  Phydeians  of  Philadelphia, 
Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  your  memorialids  have  feen,  with  great  concern,  the  numerous 
evils  which  have  followed  the  intemperate  ufe  of  didilled  fpirituous 
liquors,  in  the  date  of  Pennfylvania.  They  decline  taking  notice  of 
Tie  baneful  effefts  of  thefe  liquors  upon  property  and  morals,  and  beg 
leave  to  coniine  this  memorial  to  their  induence  upon  the  health  and 
lives  of  their  fellow- citizens,  and  the  population  of  their  country. 

That  among  the  numerous  difeafes  which  are  produced,  by  the  ule 
of  didilled  fpirituous  liquors,  they  would  only  mention  the  dropfy, 
epileply,  palfy,  apoplexy,  melancholy  and  madnefs  ;  which  too  feldoni 

vield  to  the  power  of  medicine. 

That  whore  didilled  fpirituous  liquors  do  not  produce  thefe  terriole 

and 
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and  oliflinate  difeafes,  they  generally  impair  the  firength  of  the  body, 
lo  as  to  leflen  its  ability  to  undergo  that  labour,  either  in  degree  or 
tluraticm,  which  it  is  capable  of  without  them. 

'’Hiat  the  prevailing  ideas  of  the  neceffitv  and  advantages  of  uling 
dlftilled  fpirkuous  liquors  to  obviate  the  injurious  efFeds  of  extreme 
lieat  or  cold,  upon  the  human  body,  arc  altogether  without  founda¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  they  increafe  the  evils  which  they  are  taken  to  remove. 
'i  lvAi  tlie  inconvenience  arifing  from  excefiive  labour,  heat  or  cold,  are 
K)  be  removed  with  much  more  fafety  and  certainty,  by  the  ufe  of 
cyder  or  malt  liquors. 

Your  raemorialifis  therefore  pray,  that  your  honorable  floufe  would 
take  the  fads  herein  fated,  into  tlieir  ferious  coniideration  ;  and  as 
guardians  of  the  health  and  lives,  no  lefs  than  of  the  liberties  and  mo¬ 
rals  of  their  confituents,  that  they  would  enad;  fuch  a  law,  for  check¬ 
ing  the  improper  ufe  of  difilled  fpirituous  liquors,  as  to  their  wiikiom 
and  Irarmony  may  icem  proper. 

Signed  bv  order  of  the  college, 

'JOHN  REDxMAfsk  Prefident. 

Attcued, 

JAMES  HUTCHINSON,  Sechy. 


rhiiadelpl'sia,  November  9th,  1  / 
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xlftcr  the  foregoing  memorial  was  read,  and  before  it  was  referred,. 

Mr.  obferx  cd  to  the  Houfe,  that  when  an  examination  was 

made  into  the  lituatloi)  of  Fennfylvania,  and  the  propenfity  was  dif- 
covered  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  together 
with  the  ill  confequerice  and  bad  effeds  both  upon  the  morals  and  health 
of  tlie  people,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  college  could  not  be  too  high¬ 
ly  praifed  for  their  patriotic,  nay,  dilinterefed  application  to  the 
Houfe  ;  for  it  was  decidedly  the  intcreft  of  the  gentlemen  to  encourage 
a  confumption  of  tliefe  pernicious  liquors,  which  in  their  elTeds  crea¬ 
ted  that  lamentable  catalogue  of  difeafes  enumerated  in  the  addrefs, 
and  whidi  mull  ncccffarily  occafion  a  greater  demand  for  medical  abili¬ 
ties,  He  helped  tlie  Houfe  would  turn  their  attention  to  the  fubjed, 
as  not  only  fiic  rnotals  and  health  of  their  conftituents  were  concerned, 
but  their  property  alfo,  a  decrcafc  ol  winch  hazarded  a  confiJerable  lofs 
to  the  (late. 

Mr.  Clvmer  agreed  it  was  a  matter  of  importance,  and  (liould  be 
dad  to  had  tlielituation  of  yloierica  fuch,  tliat  it  was  in  the  power  of 
o  leci(]aturc  to  prohibit  the  importation  o(  thofe  articles.  No  other 
’vav' J'l'efentcd  at  prefentbut  laying  additional  duties  upon  them,  yet 
fhnt.  miglit  operate  to  defeat  i  tie  If. 

Mr.  7V/en  had  a  kind  of  jealoufy,  wliich  was  habitual  on  fuch  occa- 
fe>ns;  be  acknowledged  the  patriotifm  c-f  the  ccllege,  but  yet  he  was 
:!  a  lob  to  {>erceivc  how  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  officer  of  go- 
vr,',  omci  it  10-  dr  cine  what  was  immoderate  ufe  of  tliefe  articles  ;  bc- 
.  ai'.'O  v.'hat  vv(/ild  be  a  high  degree  ofcxcefs  with  one,  might  be  no 
riiOrc  tb-.m  Ikibi  tcrm  cjutnce  in  ancthcr,  or  at  moE  but  moderation. 


of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  M'Lc.e  «  as  very  little 

foi'rf  thofe  aiforders  than 

:;:„y  of  the  members  of  the  Houfe  ;  if  the're  was  nothtns  improper  m 

leaving  it  to  them,  he  would  give  his  confent.  .  ,  oropof- 

The  told  the  gendeman  that  it  was  out  P  ?  j,; 

r.rr^no-  in  fiicH  maimer  :  if  nvlced  the  phyjtcians  itaJ  .tlxXa  itai^ 

“eCS".  ”,  ;= « yi.  'y  ■”« 

in  a  bill,  they  ftuuild  have  had  «v  hc-crty  appyobatnn. 

Mr.  Peters.  But  they  fioiild  not  ha-Je  had ^  mine,  pr  I  .sa-.-e  a.ua.^. 
e-narted  fc-aerely  under  oeery  long  ones  of  their  armging  in  i 


rnnfenu-nces  of  this  abiurd  attachment  to  tne  uic  ui 

nl:  oendLien  mi^ht  be  induced  to  confider  it  m  another  light. 
He  would  only  mention  a  faft  which  had  been  communicated  to  him 

by  a  gentlemJn  from  Maryland  :  which  was,  “at  tne  whole  qimniT- 
of  flow  exported  from  that  ftate,  would  not  pay  for  the  rum  i.-.,.o.- 
t-d  By  an  account  taken  from  the  cuftora-hou.ebooksit.appeaL,--- 
within  the  year  there  has  been  1,100,000  gallons  of  foreign  fp.ni.s 
introduced  into  this  ftate  :  he  would  beg  gentlemen,  only  for  on,._  ...- 
nhTto  cohnder  the  confequence,  if  it  was  only  on  political  principle,, 
divefted  of  that  humanity  which  all  men  ought  to  have  for 

fld  poVoned  'Tdl  ITSd.f.t”  ,  hVS 

^upre  fuch  for  in  other  countries  where  diftiHed  Ipint,  were  eitnci  u 

'known  or’prohibited,  poifons  were  fubftituted  ;  witnefs  the  opium  o, 
Turkey  and  the  fly  muiliroom  of  Ruflia. 

^  Kennedy  ob^eded  to  the  commitinent  for  two 

were  becaufe  he  was  no  judge  at  all  how  far  a  man  could  . 

fon,  or  how  much  he  might  eat  without  being 

Mr  LoUar  thoiudit  the  attempt  vam,  because  tne  gonLemcn  * 
advocated  the  commitment,  had  told  the  Houfe  that  when  peopde  are 
deprived  of  ufing  fpirits,  that  they  fubftitute  poifons—now  if  tins  w..s 
the  cafe  it  was 'as  well  to  fuffer  the  firft  as  to  conqp  the  la..er.  ^ 
^  The  Committee  was  appointed  as  hereafter  metionp,  when  i4r.  K'/cr. 
renSed  to  they  woidd  confider  of  feme  mode  to  encourage  the 
ITwth  of  barley  a"  d  hops,^as  the  people  mull  and  would  have  fome- 

^^'Ordered' That  it  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Clymer,  Logan,  Foulke, 

Chapman  kd  Rittenhoui<i,  to  teport  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lollar,  feconded  by  Mr.  Rutenhoufe, 

Rpfolved  Tint  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bung  ;n  a  oill  1_ 

JsSli’dSyy  of  rwiaMpti.  .0.1 .0  col,  CO.O., 

Commorfwealth,  their  refiictlive  lhares  or  proportions  of 


land  ncrcs  of  pi, bhc  lands,  referred  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchools  by  aft 
of  Genera  A.icmbly  palled  the  feventh  day  of  April,  one  thoufand 
feren  hundred  _and  aghty-fix,  tuid  for  cauftng  the  faid  city- and  each 

county  to  pay  tne  neccflary  expences  attendini.  the  taking  up  their  re- 
ij^eclive  projx)rtions  of  the  fame.  ''  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Lollar,  Mr.  Ritten- 

tnth  ^  ^  Committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  conformably 

to  the  foregoing  refolution.  .  ^ 

/]  he  Committee  appointed  yeferuay  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
t  le  inhaoitants  of  the  county  of  VVeihnoreland,  made  report,  which 
reau,  anu^  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

t  he  Committee  on  ways  and  means  made  report,  which  was  read 

'rn  n  ♦  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

_  Ihe  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  November  13,  the  bill  enti¬ 
tled  an  aa  to  enable  aliens  to  purchafe  real  eftates  within  this  Com- 
monAvealth,  and  to  lend  money  upon  mortages  and  other  fecurities  at 
a  reaionaole  intereft,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and 

r,.,  ^  .  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1  ne  Committee  appointed  Oaober  22,  on  that  part  of  tlie  mefia!>e 
relative  to  the  expediency  of  granting  a  further  time  for  the  application 
of  the  ofheers  and  foldiers  of  the  late  Pennfylvania  line,  to  draw  for 
end  take  up  lands,  made  report,  which  was  read  ;  and  on  motion  and 
bv^lpecial  orc.er  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time,  whereupon, 

kefolvcd,  Tnat  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
pnrpofe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Will,  Mr.  Willing  and  Mr.  Barr,  be  a  Commit¬ 
tee  to  bring  in  a  bill  confor.mably  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

Agreeably  to  tne  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  entitled ‘^an  aid  to  encou- 
lage  the  manufactures  of  tliis  fate,”  was  read  the  third  time  ; 

Ordered,  That  the  furtner  confuicration  thereof  be  pofponed. 

The  bill  entitled,  an  aCt  to  veld  in  Richard  Wells  and  John  Clif¬ 
ford  the  fliarc  or  portion  of  the  fhip  Anna,  lately  forfeited  to  the  Idate,” 
was  read  the  third  time  ;  whereupon. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  MTxne,  fcconded  by  Mr.  McDowell,  to  pod- 
pone  the  further  confiacration  of  the  faid  bill  until  to-morrow  ;  and 
on  the  (jUeflion,  ‘7v//i  ihe  HouJr  agree  to  the  pojiponcmciit  ?  the  yeas  and 

nays  were  called  by  Mr.  M‘CaImont  and  Mr.  Dowell,  and  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

YEAS.  MeTrs.  Will,  W,  Mitchell,  Reed,  Lilly,  D.  Mitchell,  Beale, 
Kennedy,  Oliver,  Da^is,  Sands,  Kreemer,  Burkhalter,  Piper,  Findley, 
Barr,  Irume,  M  Donvel,  Allijon,  Vr  right,  hlemiagan ,  Philips,  Gil- 
chrij},  M^I.ene,  M‘Cal?nont,  Ripfe.,  Rittenheufe,  Richards,  Miley,  Clark, 
Idaojidfon. 

NAYS.  Mefl’rs.  Cljmcr,  Fitzjlinons ,  llillzhemer,  I.cn.vis,  Rchh/fon, 
jiin.  Peters,  Wyjikoop,  Chapman,  Foidhe,  Upp,  Raljhn,  Moore,  Tho^nas, 
Ryans,  Willing,  Whclen,  Lorivny,  Ilnbley,  Work,  Llemfou,  Frh,  Hopkins, 
M%cUan,  Cilngan,  White,  Lollar,  Schott,  27 
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So  it  was  determined  in  the  afHrmative.  ^  *  a  Tv/r 

And  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  half  pafl  nine,  A.  M* 
Thursday,  November  22,  i7^7>  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  remonftrance  and  petition  from  the  managers  of  the  Houfe  of  em¬ 
ployment  and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
diftri^fs  conneded  therewith,  was  read,  fuggefting  divers  alterations  and 
amendments  to  the  poor  laws  now  in  force,  and  praying  the  fame 
may  be  taken  into  confideration  ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecial  order, 

the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time  ;  r  v  • 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  members  from  the  city 

and  county  of  Philadelphia  to  report  thereon. 

A  petition  from  feveral  members  of  a  Committee  of  the  public  cre¬ 
ditors  was  read,  remonftrating  againft  the  bill,  entitled,  ‘‘  a  fupple- 
ment  to  an  adf  entitled  an  adt  for  afeertaining  and  confirming  to  cer¬ 
tain  perfons  called  Connedficut  claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed 
within  the  county  of  1  uzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mention¬ 
ed,"’  praying  that  fo  much  of  the  faid  bill  as  diredfs  the  payment  of 
the  equivalent  to  the  Pennfylvania  claimants  of  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
©ut  of  the  funds  heretofore  appropriated,  may  not  be  paffed  into  a  law. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  November  1  3> 
port  on  the  petition  of  John  Elder  and  Robert  Stevenfon,  made  report, 
which  was  read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  ofthe  Committee  on  ways  and  means  was  read  a  fecond 
time  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  ways  and  means  report. 

That  having  obtained  from  the  Comptroller-General  a  flatement  of 
the  debts  and  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth,  they  find  that  the  debts 
now  due  and  that  will  become  due  in  the  year  1788,  amounts  to 


f,  3j250,247. 

And  that  the  engagements  of  the  ftate  for  the  year  1788,  exclusive 
ef  the  requifitlon  of  Congrefs  amounts  to  f.  475,706. 

The  requifitlon  of  Congrefs  for  the  year  1788  amounts  to  3^5»^9^ 

in  facilities,  and  254,100  dollars  in  fpecie.  •  •  1  1 

The  means  relied  on  for  the  eventual  payment  of  the  principal  and 
the  payment  of  the  annual  interefl  and  expences^are, 

111,  The  balance  that  will  be  due  from  the  United  States  upon  the 

final  adjuflment  of  accounts ; 

2d,  The  public  lands ;  -  ^  . 

3d,  The  arrears  of  purchafe-money  due  for  lands  bought  oi  me  late 

proprietaries  ; 

4th,  The  arrears  of  taxes  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
5th,  1  he  annual  taxes  and  revenues. 

With  refpea  to  the  firft,  no.  computation  can  be  formed  with  any 
certainty,  but  fuppofing  this  (late  to  have  furniihed  fupplies  during 
the  war,  in  the  fame  proportion  with  the  other  Hates ;  and  admitting 


e  .  *  * 
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it  to  be  chargeable  with  its  pro}'*ortion  of  the  exifting  debt,  foreign 
and  domefdc,  it  would  hand  nearly  as  follows  : 

Amount  of  debt  due  by  the  United  State.',,  38,000,000 

The  Hate  has  poffelTed  itfelf  of  eertiricatcs  of 

the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  dols.  6,196,368 

The  proportion  of  Peniifylvania  1-8,  4,750,000 


Which  exceeds  lier  proportion., 
l^alanee  of  interelt  due  after  difchargin^  the 
requilidon  cf  1787, 


1,446,368 

380,260 


dols.  1,826,628 

She  will  moreover  be  entitled  to  an  annual  interelt  of  85,751  dol¬ 
lars,  upon  the  above  fum  of  1,446,368  over  and  above  her  full  quota 
of  the  interelt  on  the  foreign  and  domelHc  debt. 

It  may  be  remembered  here  that  Congrefs  have  already  fold  forae 
million  acres  of  the  public  lands,  which  of  courie  leffens  the  debt  due 
by  the  United  States,  and  encreafes  the  balance  due  to  Pennfylvania. 
Neverthelefs,  wc  are  called  upon  lor  our  full  proportion  ot  the  interelt 
cf  the  foreign  debt,  and  of  the  expence  of  the  fcederal  government. 

The  fecond  means  mentioned  is  the  public  lands,  and  thefe  muft  no 
doubt  produce  a  confiderable  fum,  but  as  certificates  are  mad 


lo  X 


cetv- 


able  for  the  payment,  and  the  quantity  offered  for  fale  by  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  other  individual  States,  is^  at  prefent  very  great,  this 
f  und  can  only  operate  hereafter  toward  the  redempticn  of  the  capital. 

The  third  fund  is  the  arrears  of  purchafe-money  due  to  the  late  pro¬ 
prietaries,  the  extent  of  which  has  never  been  aicertained,  but  is  faid 
to  be  confiderable,  three-fourths  of  it  is  made  by  law  receivable  in  cer¬ 
tificates,  the  other  one-fourth  in  the  money  of  1781,  fo  that  this  can 
only  operate  to  the  redempticn  cf  the  capital. 

A  fourth  revenue  relied  on  is  the  arrears  of  taxes,  which  is  Hated  to 
amount  to  f.  380,419  ;  this  appears  to  be  due  in  very  unequal  pro¬ 
portions,  by  the  different  counties  of  the  Hate,  and  the  Committee 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  there  are  great  negleCfs  in  the  peribns  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  colledtion,  and  that  large  funis  which  have  been  collec¬ 
ted,  are  with-held  from  the  public  treafury.  By  the  means  now  in  ope¬ 
ration,  and  feme  improvements  which  may  be  adopted,  the  Committee 
arc  informed  that  there  may  be  relied  on  for  the  enfuing  year  from 
this  fund 

Annual  tax  upon  property, 

Uuty  on  tonnage  and  pafiengers. 

Produce  of  the  cxcifc, 

Duty  cn  Tales  at  aiiddon, 

Ta'\ern  and  marriage  licences, 

Court  fines  and  forfeitures, 

Fees,  Secretary  and  land  tfficc. 


75,000 

7^>945 

1 6,000 
3.5CO 

4y45^ 
1  ,oco 
13,800 


earned  over. 


Pennsylvania. 


Brought  forward. 

Tax  upon  Writs, 

On  pleafurable  Carriages, 

On  Impoft,  -  -  - 

Debts  due  to  the  State,  - 
The  eilimate  of  arrears  being  made  upon  returns 
from  the  treafury  to  the  ift  November,  it  is  prefumed 
that  payments  will  be*  made  from  that  time  to  the  31  ft 
December  next,  to  amount  to . 40,000 

Whole  amount  fox  the  year  1788*? . £  3^6,645 

From  whence  it  appears,  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  the  pre- 
fent  funds,  for  making  good  the  engagements  of  the  ftate  for  the  year 
1788,  the  fum  of ^{^73, 774,  exclufive  of  the  requifitions  of  Congrefs. 

'  However  defiroiis  the  Committee  are  of  providing  for  this  deficiency^ 
upon  the  fulleft  confi deration  of  the  fubjeft  they  c^n  only  recommend 
that  fiunds  already  appropriated  to  thefe  feveral  demands,  Ihould  be 
faithfully  applied  thereto,  and  rely  on  the  operation  of  the  meafures 
taken  for  finking  the  capital. 

With  refped  to  the  requifition  of  Congrefs  for  fpecie,  the  Commit¬ 
tee  obferve,  that  as  the  ftate  is  creditor  to  the  United  States  for  a  lum 
beyond  her  proportion  of  the  aggregate  debt,  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
burthen  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  to  make  good  the  de¬ 
ficiencies  of  other  ftates  :  Neverthelefs  the  Committee,  finding  a  prin¬ 
ciple  laid  down  by  a  former  Committee,  and  acceded  to  by  the  Houfe 
of  Affembly,  to  wit :  That  the  ftate  fhould  contribute  its  quota  to¬ 
wards  the  fupport  of  the  foedcral  government — They  recommend,  that 
the  prefent  Houfe  make  provifion  for  that  purpofe.  By  the  eftimate 
of  1787  it  appears,  that  the  quota  of  this  ftate  for  that  purpofe 
amounts  to  59,780  Dollars,  equal  to  ^  22,417,10 

There  will  like  wife  be  wanted  a  fum  to  raife  and’j 
fupport  a  force  deftined  to  quiet  the  difturbances  V  - - — ^ 

in  Luzerne  county,  J  ^ 

ITe  Committee  adhering  to  the  principle  of  leaving  untouched  the 
funds  of  the  ftate  already  appropriated,  and  believing  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  encreafe  diredf  taxation,  propofe  the  following  means : 
That  the  prefent  excife  be  doubled. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  2d.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  Maderia,  and 

id.  per  gallon  on  all  other  wines. 

That  an  additional  duty  of  1/  per  dozen,  be  laid  on  all  wines  irh- 

ported  in  bottles.  .  ^  ^ 

That  id.  per  pound  be  laid  on  all  coft'ee  imported,  id.  per  pound 
on  all  bohea  teas,  and  3d.  per  pound  on  all  other  teas. 

The  Committee  not  having  the  means  of  eftimating  accurately  the 

produce  of  the  duties,  alfo  recommend,  that  if  the  fum  raifed  there¬ 
from 


X- i93>245 
3,000 
2,600 
-  60,000 

7,800 
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from  fhali  not  be  Aifficicnt,  that  the  Houfe  agree  to  lay  other  duties 
to  make  good  the  deticienc)".  ’s 

In  conformity  herewith  the  Committee  fubmit  the  fftliowin?  refo- 
iutions  :  ^ 


lit,  Kclolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
the  better  coliedlion  of  taxes, 

^2d,  Refolved,  that  the  duties  on  cxcife  be  doubled, 
i  hat  an  additional  duty  of  2d.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  Madeira  wi: 

T  hat  an  additional  duty  of  id.  per  gallon  be  laid  on  all  wine  i 
ported  in  cafks,  other  than  Madeira  wine. 

T  hat  an  additional  dut7  of  \f.  per  dozen  be  laid  on  all  wine  import 
ed  in  bottles.  ’  ^ 


<x  lOl 


me. 

im- 


^  That  an  additional  duty  of  id.  per  pound  be  laid  on  ail  bohea  teas 
imported. 

1  hat  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  per  pound  be  laid  on  all  teas  other^ 
than  bohea  teas  imported. 

That  an  additionad  duty  of  id,  per  lb.  be  laid  on  all  coffee  importcdo 
^  3^*  Rofob. ed,  that  the  duties  aforfaid  be  fj^ieciafly  appropriated  to 
tne  difcharge  of  this  ftate  s  Quota  of  the  expence  of  the  icederal  go- 
vernrnent,  and,  for  defraying  the  expcnce  of  the  troops  to  be  raifed  for 

<]uietiiig  the  diilurbanees  at  Wyoming,  and  fliali  eoncinue  for  one  year 
only. 

4th,  Refolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for 
the  better  coilecfion  of  excife. 

5th,  Refolved,  that  if  the  funds  propofed  by  the  foregoing  refolu- 
tions,  fliall  be  found  deheient,  the  Houfe  will  make  good  by  other 
funds  fuch  deficiency. 

JS/Jr.  I  could  wifAa  fir  that  feme  other  member  of  the 

Committee  had  undertaken  to  explain  to  the  Houfe  the  objeTs  of  the 
Committee,  as  well  as  to  tlirow  fome  light  on  Icveral  refolutions  pro¬ 
pofed  in  the  report,  bccaufe  fir  the  fhort  time  that  we  have  had  the 
fubjedt  before  us  has  prevented  me  from  going  into  all  thofe  particu¬ 
lars,  which  more  leifure  might  have  enabled  me  to  do.  The  ffatement 
of  our  public  debt  might  alfo  have  had  particular  attention  paid  to  it ; 
but  to  wave  this  fubjebt  for  the  prefent — I  have  to  inform  that  your 
Committee  framed  the  firll  refolution  of  that  report  upon  proof  they 
had  before  them  ;  indeed  it  w^as  pretty  well  underflood  without  the 
teftimoney  of  particular  perfons,  that  die  prefent  mode  of  colledling 
our  taxes  was  both  inefficient  and  improper.  Some  gentlemen  fir  have 
flated  to  your  Committee  from  their  own  knowledge,  that  colledlors 
of*  your  revenue  have  received  the  quotas  which  thev  w^ere  ordered  to 
colletT,  and  have  detained  fuch  money  in  defiance  of  your  commlfiion- 
ers,  who  cannot  recover  it  from  them  but  by  the  means  of  that  courfe 
of  law  which  is  purfued  in  common  cafes  between  individuals.  Thus 
fir  are  large  fums  w^ell  and  regularly  paid  by  our  fellow  citizens  kept 
out  of  the  treafury,  while  tlie  public  creditor  to  whom  by  your  law  it 
is  payable,  is  lying  out  of  it.  Ey  a  law  pafi'ed  the  lafi  year  the  col- 

ledor 
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le6lor  IS  dlrefi:ed  to  return  the  delinquents  to  a  juftice  of  peace,  who 
fhall  iffue  his  precept  to  obtain  tlie  tax  ;  this  has  induced  the  colle6lors 
to  go  fo  far  in  their  work,  as  to  obtain  the  payment  of  the  more  punc¬ 
tual  ;  after  which  he  does  not  choofe  to  take  more  trouble,  and  throw 
the  remainder  upon  the  Juftice,  who  is  not  compelled  to  an  inftant  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  law  ;  and  the  books  and  perhaps  the  money  is  fuifer- 
ed  to  lie  negle^led  for  a  long  time  in  the  hand  of  fuch  magiftrates  :  To 
remedy  thefe  defefts,  your  Committee  have  reported  a  refolution  for 
making  a  (hort,  fimple  and  fuccefsful  procefs  by  law,  againft  default¬ 
ing  collectors,  and  to  enable  them  to  obtain  payment  with  more  cer¬ 
tainty  ;  the  power  given  to  the  magift rates  by  the  late  law  will  be  re- 
ilored  to  the  commifiioners.  The  duties  and  impoO:  fir  you  obferve 
form  a  d'lftinCt  refolution,  and  wdien  that  comes  before  the  Houfe,  if 
any  obfervations  or  information  is  thought  neceffary,  it  will  then  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Kenfzedy  mentioned  that  he  had  been  informed  of  collectors 
keeping  and  uling  the  public  money,  and  at  the  fame  time  fetting  the 
commiffioners  at  defiance,  who  were  under  the  neceiTity  of  commencing 
a  fuit  at  law  on  behalf  of  the  ftate.  The  colledor  had  in  this  cafe  , 
offered  to  pay  the  money,  provided  the  commiflioners  would  defray 
all  colls,  otherwife  he  mull  wait  the  iffue,  and  perhaps  lofe  the  whole 
in  the  end.  Another  fault  he  wdfhed  to  prevent  among  them  ;  he  un¬ 
derflood,  and  in  fome  particular  inflances  was  pretty  certain,  that  the 
collectors  received  gold  and  filver  in  payment  of  taxes,  which  they  had 
exchanged  with  brokers  or  with  their  neighbous  at  an  advance,  there¬ 
by  affifling  to  depreciate  the  paper  money  of  the  flate. 

The  firft  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
Meffrs.  Robinfon,  Findley  and  Kennedy. 

The  claufe  refpeCling  an  additional  excife  being  before  the  Houfe, 

Mr.  Fitzfmons  had  heard  that  fome  gentlemen  entertained  doubts 
whether  doubling  the  excife  as  propofed  would  have  a  tendency  to 
encreafe,  not  to  fay  double  the  revenue,  becaufe  the  temptation  held  out 
would  grow  doubly  flrong  on  the  retailer  ;  he  agreed  with  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  it  might  have  no  good  effeCl,  if  that'  fource  of  revenue 
was  expofed  to  all  the  contrivance  now  in  ufe  to  avoid  it ;  but  this  he 
hoped  to  fee  amended  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  prevent  the  retailers  from 
eluding  it  ;  fuch  a  plan  had  long  been  in  contemplation,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  but  it  would  be  effeded.  Some  gentlemen  alfo  had  been  of 
opinion,  that  it  mull  be  more  certain  to  lay  it  on  with  the  impofl,  and 
have  the  whole  colledled  from  the  importer,  but  this  would  neither  be 
jufl  in  its  confequences  nor  ufeful  to  the  flate  ;  for  by  laying  on  the 
importer,  a  great  part  of  the  flate  would  not  be  fubjefl  to  the  pay¬ 
ment,  becaufe  they  would  bring  in  their  liquors  by  land  carriage 
from  the  neighbouring  Hates,  and  fo  elude  the  payment  ;  nor  would 
it  be  ufeful  to  the  flate,  becaufe  it  would  be  fo  great  an  inducement 
to  fmuggling,  that  little  on  none  would  be  entered  at  the  cuflom-houfe  ; 
thefe  reafons  fuggefled  themfelves  fo  forcibly  to  the  Committee,  that 
they  have  reported  their  refolution  as  it  now  Hands.  The 
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Tlie  refolution  was  now  agreed  to. 

The  various  articles  fubje(^l;ed  to  an  additional  duty  by  the  next 
refolution  were  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Fitzjimons  obferved,  that  the  2d.  per  gallon  on  Madeira  wine, 
together  with  the  duty  of  4d.  per  gallon  and  2  and  1-2  per  cent,  was 
as  much  as  was  fuppofed  that  article  could  bear,  without  holding  out 
an  inducement  to  importers  to  evade  the  the  duty  ;  the  duty  ot  id.  on 
coiFee,  was  the  principal  article  of  ways  and  means,  and  it  was  fuppofed 
to  raife  3/5^0  annually;  coffee  was  part  of  the  fubfiitence  of  the 
people,  particularly  in  the  towns  and  cities  where  it  was  a  necef-' 
fary  of  life ;  neverthelefs  if  the  Hoiife  think  it  an  object  of  re¬ 
venue,  they  will  agree  to  add  the  additional  duty. 

Mr.  Peters  confeffed  himfeif  but  a  poor  financier,  yet  faid  he 
would  mention  one  objed  of  taxation,  at  leait  it  appeared  fo  to 
him,  with  a  defign  to  acquire  inforniation. 

There  is  a  fource  of  revenue  that  does  not  appear  to  have  occurred 
in  tne  report — 1  mean  what  could  be  raifed  by  laying  a  fmall  duty  on 
fait;  I  am  aw^are  it  is  a  neceffary  of  life,  fuch  is  alfo  the  article  of 
coffee  ;  the  latter  being  neceffarily  confumed  in  towns,  who  alfo  with 
the  country,  are  in  common  confumers  of  the  former;  yet  theconfump- 
tlon  of  every  individual,  whether  in  town  or  country,  is  but  fmall, 
and  each  inhabitant  wdll  pay  but  a  fmall  fum  ;  it  is  an  article  that  all 
nations  derive  a  revenue  from,  raid  I  like  thefe  kind  of  imperceptible 
taxes,  becaufe  they  are  paid  cheerfully  and  without  being  felt ;  I 
ivould  therefore  all:  for  information,  what  cbjedions  can  be  hated 
againft  fo  light,  and  yet  fo  equal  and  certain  a  mode  of  taxation  ?  for 
I  would  fuppofe  the  revenue  would  be  very  great,  if  only  a  duty  of 
fixcpencc  a  bufliel  v/as  laid,  and  it  would  alfo  be  very  light,  becaufe 
one  perfon  w'ould  hardly  confume  more  than  a  peck  a  year  ;  but  fup¬ 
pofe  it  to  be  a  buflicl,  it  cannot  be  deemed  a  great  fum  ;  I  wall  there¬ 
fore  move  a  refolution,  tliat  fix- pence  per  buHiel  be  paid  on  all  fait 
sorted  into  this  hate. 

Mr.  CIjmef-  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  hitzfimoiis  obferved  it  was  an  objeT  that  had  not  efcaped  the 
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.  .  poor  as  (.vji  ilie  ncli,  and  the  duty  ...  . .  ,  . . 

pie  whom  the  fcvcral  counties  are  obliged  to  fupport :  there  is  a  hrongcr 
leafon  than  this — it  was  arcrued  if  w^e  once  went  into  taxintt  thofe 
that  are  coniumcd  generally  and  neceffarily,  it  woui  j  be  a  precedent 
of  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  future  Afi'crnblies  wmuid  be  very  ready  to 
»  ncrcale  the  revenue  upon^fuch  articles,  as  being  in  common  ufe,  muft 
be  confumed,  and  the  revenue  colledied  with  certainty  ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  this  fource  of  revenue  is  not'  of  tliat  magnitude  whicli 
foine  gentlemen  ferm  to  fuppofe  ;  for  if  there  arc  350,000  inhabitants 
in  tlic  hate,  at  a  peck, each,  if  will  give  you  but  87,500  bufliels,  and 
that  at  6d.  per  bnilicl,  tvould  be  little  more  than  2,cco.  I  am 

well 
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well  oerfuaded  it  could  no 'exceed  that  fum,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
juftre  quantities  would  be  confumed  in  the  back  counties  ^  ®  “ 

pay  no  duty  at  all  :  laft  year  I  remember,  it  was  calculated  o  pro¬ 
duce  /.  <5,000,  a  fum  which  I  am  confident  could  never  be  co  e  , 
moreover  this  ought  to  be  a  duty  of  excife,  for  the  fame  rcafon  ug- 
gefted  when  fpeaking  of  fpirituous  liquors,  becaufe  _  the  importa  ion 
would  be  by  land,  and  th®fe  duties  evaded  if  laid  as  impolr. 

Mr.  C/vLr  thought  the  duty  on  fait  both  juft  and  proper— the  ftme 
reafons  that  induced  the  Houfe  to  add  one  penny 

ought  to  influence  them  to  lay  fomething  on  lalt ;  for  _ 

not  in  the  catalogue  of  real  ncceffaries,  was  become  fo  "I"'"’' ’"‘9 
mon  ufc  that  it  may  be  deemed  fuch  with  propriety.  Coffee  and  tea 
m-rto  be  found  in  the  houfes  of  the  poor  all  over  the  ftate,  but  par-' 
ticularly  in  the  houfes  of  the  manufaaurcr  and 

and  the  towns.  I  think  my  worthy  colleague  is  alfo  miftaken  m  th^ 

fum  which  it  w'ould  produce  ;  the  ftateraent  maoe  laft  year  proved  n 

to  be  /.  6,coo  ;  I  don’t  know  whether  the  calculations  were  wel 
ill  made,  but  upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  to  be  as  reafonaWe  an 
article  to  lay  a  duty  on,  as  many  of  thofe  already  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Ff/ers.  Upon  my  word  Mr.  Speaker,  i  f  I  had  been  at  a  lofs  for 
an  argument  to  prove  thf  propriety  of  laying  a  duty  on  fait,  the  wor- 
thy  member  from  the  city  (Mr.  Fitzfimons)  ^as/upphed  nie  with  very 
good  ones  :  he  fays  that  the  revenue  would  be  fraall,  anct  - 

-rerally  borne  by  every  perfon  in  the  ftate ;  I  think  lir  that  s  the 
true  priLipal  of  taxation  ;  every  one  who  is  reprefented  in  this  Hou  w, 

ought  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  government,  and  as  tne  duty  .s 

fmnll  it  is  proper  to.be  general.  Befides,  we  have  other  means 
ing  ;;  the  pmferty  of  tlie  rich.  This  is  a  tax  fir  that-muft  be  very 
li|ht  indeed ;  a  family  of  eight  perfons  will  not  contribute  more  tha.^ 
a"fhilling,  let  them  live  in  what  part  of  the  Hate  tne}  ma)  ,  _ 

ther  belilve  fir  the  gentleman  has  been  ftatmg  the  objeftions  of  othe. 
perfons  rather  than  his  own.  As  for  tlw  precedent  which  i. 

I  think  if  there  is  no  r  ther  caufe  of  oppofition  to  the  meafure,  > 

be  eafily  got  over.  Becaufe  we  go  one  mile,  is  that  a  rea  on  w  j- 
po  a  hundred  ?  or  if  we  go  as  far  as  moderation  will  adow  us,  is  it 
reafon  that  future  Legifiatnres  lliould  be  immoaeratc  .  or  if  i- 
then  (hould  be  opprefiive,  may  we  not  believe  that  our  conftituent 
will  quickly  obtain  the  removal  ?  Let  us  do  our  auty  and  leave  the 
■  to  do^theirs— let  us  obtain  revenue  in  the  molt  general  ' 

ly  the  leaft  oppreffive  mode,  and  not  terrify  ourfelves 
be  done  hereilter  ;  as  for  the  mode  of  raifing  it,  I 
it ;  if  it  is  thought  better  to  be  colkaed  by  excife,  let  it  oe  colled 

fo — it  is  onlv’  the  principle  I  contend  for.  ,  />  i  i 

Mr.  LoUdr  had  no  doubt  but  they  would  foon  hear  from  the  people 

if  they  were  to  impofe  a  duty  on  that  article  ;  he  ^ 

fpoken  aeainft  in  the  country,  for  the  people  thought  ^  Pf  , 

luch  higher  duty  alre:idy  on  this  article  than  thofe  who  lived  in  the 
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'^’u  ''"‘I’ing,  the  expence  of  haulin? 

tre  tlf  rd  neUir  •  Zrl  the  fecond  conveniences  and 

-o  as  Gr  Tt^ri  '''"  Legifmtnre  might 

mkd  t 'o  t  S!^  ‘  prohibition;  on  the  fecond,  they 

raigut  go  as  fai  as  expedient,  or  as  faft  as  it  was  neceifary  to  raife  re- 

tennenpon  them,  but  with  no  principle  of  propriety  can  w^o-o  to 
■aifc  revenue  on  the  third.  Salt  is  an  article  of  this  dafs,  aid  one  of 
a  t'tiportant.  1  don  t  think  it  would  be  more  improper  to  lay 

a  tax  upon  water,  if  they  could  catch  it.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  ayainft 

»nfXS“:  ,“ca“.  “  l«■>= 

the^™nSlw'%"f'’''tI'*'f  g<tnt!eman  from 

t^n  iS"  .^r  other  people  rathir 

’  "I  K  f  ®'i''ttcate  for  this  very  duty,  though  he  did 

not  believe  it  could  be  made  fo  produdive  as  what  had  beenftated,  but 
lie  was  iirmly  of  optnton  that  it  was  no  more  a  tax  on  the  fubfiftence 
o  t  e  poor,  than  It  vyould  be  if  it  was  laid  on  fugar,  tea  or  colFec 
or  every  pcrlon  that  is  well  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the  people 
knows  tnat  tim.e  three  articles  conftitute  a  great  part  of  their  fubfift- 
tnee,  and  tho.e  who  think  it  allowable  to  tax  the  one,  cannot  with 
much  propriety  refule  the  other ;  and  certainly  no  gentlemen  will  have 
objedions,  becanle  it  is  a  mode  of  taxation  tliat  muft  immediatelv  affecl 
then  conihtuents  as  rriiich  as, it  does  mine. 

Mr.  Peters  did  not  wilh  to  lake  up  the  time  cf  the  Houfe,  but  he 
mu  ay  ^  ^  i^itislied  with  any  of  the  obje(d;ions  that  had  been 

rvf  °  Afft"*  1  mcafure ;  tiiat  made  by  tiie  member  from  Franklin 
(iVlr.  M  Lene)  would  equally  apply  againft  other  articles,  to  whidi  he 
has  acceded,  and jnight  apply  in  the  prefent  c  k,  if  anv  extravagant 
tax  had  been  propofed  ;  he  fays  the  articles  of  neceffary  ufe  oucht  not 
to  be  taxed  ;  I  would  allc  him  if  his  plough  horfes  are’  not  neceffary  ? 
yet  1  prdume  they  are  taxed,  I  know  mine  are  ;  and  would  alk  him  al¬ 
io,  it  his  land  is  not  neceffary,  effentially  neceffary  to  hisfupport?  I 
apprehend  It  is  taxed,  hut  he  refufes  to  have  water  taxed,  yet  I  conjee- 
tuic  the  advantages  his  farm  pofTefles  from  the  ftream  palling  through  or 
neai  it  furnilhes  hiin  meadow  ground,  and  other  conveniences  tend 
to  iv^ell  ihe  value  of  his^  farm,  and  confequently  encreafes  the  tax  ;  there 
might  be  fornc  weight  in  his  argument,  if  the  poor  entirely  fubfifted 
upon  fdt,  but  as  they  do  not,  and  the  tax  is  but  fmall,  I  apprehend 
t  le  objection  has  but  little  weight;  I  only  introduce  this  fubjei?!  for  the 
conMeration  of  the  Jloufe,  and  am  not  very  tenacious  about  it ;  but 
iinlcis  I  hear  better  arguments  than  any  that  have  been  adduced  againd 
I  ihall  think  it  a  proper  objc(fl  of  taxation. 
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Mr.  Logan  thought  it  improper,  becaufe  it  would  operate  unequally, 
and  againit  the  mercantile  intered  of  the  date  ;  it  would  operate  un¬ 
equally,  becaufe  more  is  paid  for  it  in  one  part  of  the  date  than  an¬ 
other ;  while  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  would  be  paying  2/0  perbudiel, 
others  in  the  mod  didant  parts  of  the  date  would  be  paying  7/6. — It 
would  injure  the  mercantile  part  of  the  dace,  becaufe  it  tends  to  dif- 
courage  our  exports ;  fait  fifli  was  a  ftapie  in  America,  and  Pennfylva-  ' 
nia  had  exported  fome  large  quantities  ;  the  necefiity  of  encreafing 
the  exports  of  this  country  mud  be  very  apparent,  and  it  diould  rather 
be  the  duty  of  the  Legidaturc  to  encourage  the  ufe  of  fait  among  us 
than  fubjeid  it  to  any  tax ;  the  extended  country  behind  us  may  fur- 
nifh  us  with  great  room  for  padures,  and  Pennfyivania  be  enabled  to  ri¬ 
val  Ireland  in  the  exportation  of  faked  provifions ;  moreover  he  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  Legiflature  might  go  on  after  once  beginning  to 
add  one  {billing  upon  the  back  of  another,  until  it  became  as  great  a 
grievance  here  as  it  is  in  the  kingdom  of  France. 

Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Speaker  I  would  allow  a  drawback  upon  the  ex¬ 
ports,  that  anfwers  one  objeiftion  ;  and  as  for  a  man  paying  a  dollar 
for  his  budiel  of  fait,  it  may  be  fo,  but  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve 
that  only  fix-pence  of  that  is  paid  on  our  account,  which  is  no  more 
than  what  is  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Findley,  I  apprehend  this  quedlon  may  be  taken  in  two  points 
of  view,  one  is  the  right  of  the  Legiflature  to  lay  fuch  duty  in  Penn¬ 
fyivania,  the  other  the  propriety  in  doing  it ;  I  think  the  obfervation 
made  by  the  w^orthy  gentleman  from  Franklin  (Mr.  M'Lene)  that  the 
Legiflature  have  not  a  right  to  tax  the  neceffarics  of  life  in  any  cafe  is 
untrue ;  I  think  the  date  may  raife  revenue  on  every  article,  that  is 
likely  to  yield  any,  but  I  believe  other  dates  have  frequently  done  it 
improperly  ;  indeed  the  neceflaries  mud  bear  a  tax  by  one  means  or 
another,  as  was  obfervedby  the  gentleman  from  the  county  (Mr.  Peters) 
indeed  I  was  once  of  opinion  myfelf  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  article  now  under  confideration ;  indeed  I  would  rather 
do  it  than  fuffer  the  public  bufmefs  to  dand  dill,  but  yet  I  would  never 
agree  to  it  unlefs  I  could  riot  find  others  of  a  diderent  nature ;  I  be¬ 
lieve  for  the  prefent  it  can  be  done  without,  and  I  hope  never  to  fee 
the  necedities  of  the  date  deferve  fuch  a  facrifice  :  I  agree  to  the  duties 
on  tea,  fugar  and  coffee,  becaufe  though  I  admit  them  in  fome  degree 
as  neceffarics  of  life,  yet  they  are  not  fo  generaly  fuch  as  the  article 
of  fait,  for  beddes  the  demand  in  private  families  for  this  latter  article, 
it  is  requifite  for  horfes,  cows,  and  fheep,  it  is  an  article  therefore  that 
ought  to  be  encouraged  among  us,  becaufe  the  more  of  it  that  is  con- 
fumed,  the  more  advantage  accrues  to  this  kind  of  property ;  it  may  be 
confidered  in  another  point  of  light,  that  is,  how  far  it  may  be  proper, 
by  laying  duties  on  foreign  fait,  to  encourage  its  mnnufafture  on  our 
fhores;  becaufe  it  is  a  matter  of  great  concern  that  w^e  diould  be  fup- 
plyed  with  this,  independent  of  a  conneflion  with  any  foreign  nation  ; 
but  as  there  are  various  other  articles  at  the  prefent,  by  which  a  reve- 
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nae  may  be  raifed,  I  conclude  that  the  amendment  is  unnecelTary,  be- 
caufe,  as  rf>brerved  before,  this  article  ought  not  to  be  taxed  of  choice, 
bur  of  necehity,  and  in  order  to  juftify  this  neceffity,  we  muft  lay  du¬ 
ties  on  every  article  of  convenience  to  the  fall  amount  of  what  they 
can  bear  ;  we  mult  cncreafe  the  duties  on  every  fpecies  of  goods  impor¬ 
ted,  both  woollens  and  linens  mull;  be  taxed  higher,  otherwife  we  can¬ 
not  be  jullihed  in  agreeing  to  the  propofed  meafure. 

The  queltion  was  now  put,  and  determined  in  the  negative  ;  the 
veas  and  nays  being  called,  were  as  follows. 

YEAS.  Melfrs.  Clymer,  FitzJt?no?is ,  Hiltzheimer y  Le<wisy  Willy  Sal- 
Ury  Peters y  Wynkoopy  ‘Thomas y  FijanSy  Willingy  Wheleiiy  Lo^srey,  Hub- 
ley  y  Work.  15. 

NAYS.  Meflrs.  Logan y  Chapman y  Foulkcy  Upp,  Rauljlony  Moore y 
Clenifany  Erby  Hopkins,  IV^  Mitchell,  MHellan,  Lilly,  Reed,  Clingan, 
D.  Miicheliy  Beale,  Kennedy,  OlHer,  jk.  Heijler,  G.  Heijier,  Davis, 
Sands,  Kreemer,  Trexler,  Burkhalter,  Riper,  White,  Findley,  Barr,  Ir- 
-vine,  Dowell ,  Allifon,  Wright,  ^Elenneken,  Phillips,  Qilchrijl, 
MHene,  MWalmont,  Pdffe,  Lollar,  Rittenhoufe ,  Miley,  Clark,  Schott, 
Dawdfon,  46. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  ways  and  means  being  linifhed,  and 
the  Committees  appointed  on  the  fevcral  refolutions, 

Mr.  Wynhop  obferved,  that  as  there  was  but  little  bufinefs  before 
the  Houfe,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  put  the  Hate  to  the  expence  of 
fitting  much  longer,  waiting  only  for  the  report  of  thofe  Committees 
which  were  juft  appointed;  he  was  well  fatisfied  of  the  great  faving  it 
would  occafion,  and  hoped  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  inftruft  them 
to  report  to  the  next  feffion,  that  fo  they  might  not  be  engrolTing  fa 
much  of  the  public  revenue,  as  they  were  about  to  raife  by  additional 
duties. 

Mr.  MHene  hoped  fuch  inftru(ftion  would  not  be  given,  but  that 
the  Houfe  would  remain  together  until  they  had  done  the  public  bu¬ 
finefs  properly  ;  he  wilhed  the  bills  that  were  ordered  to  be  reported 
fhould  be  brought  in  and  printed  in  the  prefent  feffion,  that  fo  their 
'  conftituenfs  might  be  informed  of  the  duties  they  were  about  impof- 
ing  agreeably  to  the  Conftitution ;  he  hoped  the  Committee  inftead  of 
being  inftruded  in  that  manner,  would  be  direded  to  turn  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fubjed  and  report  as  fpeedily  as  poflible. 

‘  Mr.  Wynkcop  knew  the  fubjeds  were  fo  important  that  they  muft 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Committees  for  a  long  time. 

Vir.  Findley  though  he  was  pleafed  with  the  idea  of  faving  to  the 
ftate  by  making  a  fhort  feffion,  yet  he  could  not  confent  to  negled 
the  <^rcat  objed  of  his  appointment,  which  was  to  have  the  public  bufi- 
ncfs^vcll  done— -moreover,  if  thefc  bills  were  not  bronght  in  this  pre¬ 
fent  fefiion,  it  would  be  trefpalling  againft  the  Conftitution  with  our 
eyes  open  ;  we  would  be  taking  means  to  make  it  neceflary  to  violate 
the  frame  of  government  at  our  next  meeting,  by  originating  tne 
bid  and  pafTino-  it  the  fame  feftion— it  is  alfo  ading  without  prece- 

dent, 
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dent,  as  It  has  been  the  cuftom  hitherto  always  to  a(ft  upon  the  report 
ot  the  Committee  on  ways  and  means,  he  was  in  hopes  it  would  not 

require  many'  days  more  for  the  Houle  to  fit. 

Mr.  IVynko.jp  never  wilhed  to  do  things  by  halves,  but  would  al¬ 
ways  defire  to  apply  his  whole  attention  to  one  objed  at  a  time  ;  he 
had  fome  conlideration  for  the  member  who  fpoke  laft,  but  he  wonder¬ 
ed  how  it  was  poiTible  that  that  and  fome  gentlemen  who  are  membep 
-of  the  date  Convention,  can  expert  to  attend  duty  in  that  place  and  m 
this  alfo,  when  both  are  fitting  at  the  fame  time.  ^ 

Tlie  Speaker  would  juft  inform  the  Houfe  that  there  was  no  bunnefs 
before  them  except  the  Wyoming  bill,  and  as  foon  as  tnat  'v^-as  gcu^ 
throuerh  there  would  be  nothing  more  to  taKG  up  their  attention,  until 

the  Committees  juft  appointed  rnade  report.  i  r  • 

Mr.  Fit'zjinions  declared  pofitively  it  was  a  lhame  to  be  fitting  here 
with  our  hno'crs  in  our  mouths,  and  putting  the  ftate  to  the  expence 
of  200  dollars  a  day  for  doing  nothing  ;  if  the  Committees  could  report 
in  any  reafonable  time,  he  fnould  be  very  glad  to  have  the  bufinels  ex¬ 
pedited  with  all  poffible  difpatch  ;  for  his  own  part  he  Ihould  certam- 
ly  give  his  whole  attention  to  it,  though  be  was  well  convinced  the  ar¬ 
rangements  they  had  to  make  muft  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  :  it 
the  Houfe  choofe  to  adjourn  for  three  or  four  days,  a  fav€ig  might 
be  made,  and  perhaps  fome  part  of  the  bufmefs  forwarded. 

Mr.  M^Lene  knew  very  few  inftances  where  bufmefs  was  done  in 
fuch  hurry,  but  what  it  was  ill  done:  bethought  the  improvement 
that  could  be  made  in  the  prefent  mode  of  coilefting  taxes,  would^  lar 
out-weigh  the  expence  attending  on  full  difeuftion  and  inveftigation. 
Whereupon  it  was  agreed  the  Committee  ftiould  report  as  fpeedily  as 


^  The  Committee  appointed  fo^  the  purpofc,  reported  a  bill  entitled 
an  additional  fupplement  to  an  ad,  entitled  an  ad  for  the  regulation 
of  the  militia  ©f  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvaniaf  ^  which  was  read 
the  firft  time,  and  Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

A'^recably  to  leave  given,  a  member  prefented  to  the  chair  a  bill  en- 
titled  “  an  ad  for  incorporating  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  Heathens,  formed  by  members  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  o, 
the  United  Brethren,  or  Uuitas  Fratrum”  which  was  read  the  fecond 
time,  and  .  Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  for  this  day,  the  Wyoming  bill  was  taken 
up  for  the  third  reading.  The  firft  claufe  being  under  confideration. 

[See  Page  m.]  •. 

Mr.  Kennedy  propofed  an  amendment,  which  was,  that  the  force  to 
be  fent  up  in  that  country  fhould  not  exceed  150  men,  in  lieu  ot  the 

::oo  propofed  by  the  claufe.  ,  1  •  u 

Mr.  Fitzftmons  oppofed  the  alteration,  becaufe  thougn  it  was  proba¬ 
ble,  Council  would  not  find  it  neceftary  to  fend  fo  large  a  force  into 
that  country,  yet  they  ou^t  not  to  be  reftrided  to  fo  fmall  ^ 
left  it  might  be  found  inadequate,  and  the  intention  oi  the  bill  conle- 

quently  defeated.  ^ 
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JMf.  Le^iVis, 


I  am  againil  tlie  propcfcd  amendment,  if  for  no  ocher 

ieafcn  but  political  ceconomp  :  1  do  not  hr  think  it  woukl  be  iiecefTa- 

ry  to  feiui  i()rces  into  that  country,  uniefs  this  amendment  or  fomc-^ 

thing  "vcr^  like  it,  hioulci  be  tne  occalion  of  that  neceiiitv  :  it  is  well 

✓  ^ 


they  deferved,  ana  winch  1  have  been  happy  to  perceive  in  a  great 
meafure  has  been  accepted  of;  the  remainder  of  the  people  in  the  Coun¬ 
ty  oi'  Wyoming  are  not  perhaps  io  much  deferving  our  care  or  atten- 
tipn  •.  but  do  let  me  obferve  fir  how  little  reafori  we  have  for  fuch  fuf- 
picioii  or  jealon fy  of  the  operation  of  the  Executive  Council ;  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion  for  amendment,  is  certainly  not  ap~ 
preheniive  that  tlie  conduct  of  Council  will  be  lefs  proper  now  than 
in  ether  cafes.  I  don’t  know  any  reafons  why  they  Ihould  be  con- 
lined  fo  ^'iarrowly  on  the  prefent  occahon  ;  if  their  conduct  has  given 
him  cauie  to  fuppofe  they  yvill  aCt  improperly,  it  may  be  right  in  the 
gentleman  to  introduce  this,  relfridtion,  but  hr  it  hrikes  me  that  if  he 
has  no  ground  for  thefe  jealouhes  or  thefe  aj^preheniions,  it  would  be 
very  wrong  to  have  them  lb  confined,  when  we  are  about  to  call  cn 
Council  to  defend  that  country  from  the  attempts  of  the  lawiefs  ban¬ 
ditti  who  are  fettled  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  confpirators  who 
live  within  our  territory — is  it  not  necclTary  we  Ihouid  look  forward 
into  futurity,  to  fee  what  may  be  the  confequences  of  either  rehriding^ 
or  leaving  the  executive  at  large,  as  may  be  judged  expedient?  Let 
us  for  a  moment  fuppofe  that  tlie  gentleman’s  amendment  is  acceded 
to,  and  men  examine  what  will  be  its  confequences  ;  fuppofe  Council 
reftridied  to  the  force  oi  lyo  men,  is  this  not  hokiino^  out  the  ofreateil 
encouragement  we  pohibly  can  for  them  to  make  one  great  and  ardent 
hruggle  ?  I  won  id  afle  the  gentleman,  what  mull  be  the  conduft  of  the 
difarfeeded  ?  will  they  not  be  induced  to  call  upon  their  confederates, 
to  endeavoHi’  by  one  great  and  noble  exertion,  to  drive  the  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  out  of  the  country  ?  I  afv  whether  the  daiing  and  afpir- 
ing  cliieftains  among  them,  will  not  fay,  now  is  the  lime  for  exertion, 
now  is  the  time  to  iorfakc  your  ploughs  and  turn  your  pruning  hooks 
to  fpears — now  is  the  time  to  collcdf  your  llrength,  to  confolidate 
your  forces  and  drive  that  handful  of  men  before  you,  who  are  ina¬ 
dequate  to  ntaintain  the  country  one  fmglc  hour  :  il  wc  do  this,  we 
gain  lin  ngtli  and  cnerg\s  while  we  dcitroy  the  feeble  powers  of  that 
fiiackleil  government  in  future,  whore  capacity  is  not  equal  to  fupply 
a  force  fuperior  to  ly^o  men?  Bur  fuppofe  thefe  incendiaries  find  the 
Execuilve  Council  poiTcfled  of  power  and  ability  to  fend  a  number 
equal  to  the  purpofe  in  contemplation,  will  not  they  fay,  or  will  they 

ttOt 


not  believe  that  when  Coimcil  are  iinrcilr-deJ,  ana  icnJ  i^o  n.itn  wno 
mi«ht  prove  inrullicient,  that  they  would  lend  3C0  more  .  taeiC  piO\ira.^ 
inadequate,  noo  might  be  bent,  nay  they  are  ciiaoled  to 
I'^or  Mr.  Sneaker,  I  think  an  amendment  the  other  w^ay  wouia  oc  i 
proper  ;  fiWiing  this  to  be  the  cafe,  every  member  of  the  Sulquehanna'i 
Company,  or  the  defperatc  characters  among  them,  would  nnd  tne  oo- 
ied  not  worth  the  exertion,  and  would  delpair  of  the  ability  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  anyeffedta  further  oppofition  to  our  government  ;  tney 
would  not  then  be  encouraged  to  colltCt  their  firength,  or  continue  to 
fupport  a  caufe  which  mud  prove  fimitlefs.  Nothing  fir  but  tue  poiic}  , 
the  midaken  oolicy,  directed  by  the  propofbd  amendment,  a  pmicy 
which  would  difgrace  even  children,  would  pernaps  make  it  neceuar;.^ 
to  raife  a  fino-le  man  to  maintain  that  country;  the  nnfraKen  pcoicy  c. 
this  amendment  is  equal  to  that  parked  by  England  hi  her  operation 
of  the  late  war.  It  is  a  faCI  well  known,  that  when  it  was^intendca 
to  coerce  the  United  States,  then  colonies  and  provinces  to  that  King¬ 
dom,  into  a  compliance  wdth  the  haughty  mandates  of  a  Britifn  pai- 
liament,  it  was  in  contemplation  to  lend  general  7\mherfl  over  ;  it 
is  a  w^ell  known  faCf  that  he  refufed  to  come  unlefs  fupported  by  2o,oco 
veterans,  and  a  fleet  to  ad  in  conjunaion  with  them ;  but  General  Grant 
perdiling  to  pafs  from  one  end  to  tlie  otlver  of  our  extended  continent 
with  but  5,000  men,  the  pariimonious  plan  was  grafped  with  avuni} 
and  adopted  by  the  nation.  Happy  were  the  confequences  that  enmed, 
for  by  that  means  it  fecured  to  us  the  peace,  the  ineftimaole  liberty 
which  Amci'ica  in  full  poffeffion  now  enjoys.  Tne  parliament  fent 
over  her  contraaed  band,  which  only  ferved  to  point  out  tne  appioach 
of  danger,  and  taught  us  unanimity.  Another  year  elapfed,  and  tho 
their  forces  were  enersafed,  yet  it  was  only  in  fuch  propoition  as  we 
could  inftantly  acquire.  Thus  fne  gave  us  time  to^  erea  the  danoard 
of  liberty  and  independence,  and  to  affemble  undei  it  the  brave  ana  gal¬ 
lant  patriots  with  which  our  country  abounded;  thus  from  time  to 
time  that  band  encreafed  and  with  tHe^  dimmer, 

fame  policy  which  for  a  time  gave  us  opportunity  to  encreafe  anu  ei.ab- 
lifh  our  forces,  may  do  the  fame  with  the  peopae  at  vV  yopaing.— — To 
that  miflaken  policy  it  is  that  under  Heaven  we  enjoy  the  maniiold 
advantages  that  refult  from  our  glorious  independence -^let  this  be  a 
warnin<>-  to  us  to  aft  with  energy  and  decision — let  not  arguments  be 
gilded  "with  patriotifm,  whofe  confequences  may  prove  to  us  the  lofs 
of  territory  and  lofs  of  jurifdiftion--]et  the  people  of  that  country 
know  that  the  flste  of  Pennfylvania  is  determined  to  support  Ler  au¬ 
thority— fmee  her  lenity  has  failed,  let  them  fee  that  the  executive  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  ftate,  have  anility  to  fend  any  force  that  they  deem  adequate 
to  the  difperfion  and  deftruftion  of  the  confpirators.  Unlefs  the  nar¬ 
row  policy  I  fay  fir  is  purfued,  which  the  prefent  amendment  iUggeils, 
I  own  candidly  I  believe  force  of  any  kind  will  be  altogether  unne- 
celTary  ;  wdiereas  if  it  is  adopted,  I  fee  not  where  it  will  end  for  if 

jjlftcad  of  (hewing  the  difafTerfed  the  vigour  of  our  gov^^rnment,  you 
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expofe  its  weaknefs,  the  500  troops  that  is  firft  intended  to  be  Tent, 
may  prove  more  inadequate  than  the  150  if  fent  without  reftri^lion  ; 
becaufe  if  you  encourage  taem  in  the  firll  to  colle^i;  their  llrength,  that 
accefiion  may  lequire  much  iuperior  number  to  the  number  now  pro- 
pofed,  for  when  all  their  drength  is  collefted,  the  number  that  may  be 
fent  by  Council  wdll  be  incompetent  to  anj'  thing,  and  muft  wait  till 
another  party  is  colle(fi;ed,  as  this  Houfe  may  determine  from  time 
to  time,  as  they,  fliall  be  called  together  for  the  purpofe.  Thus  by 
want  of  exertion,  raanlinefs  and  fortitude  in  the  firll  outfet,  w^e  fhall 
entail  on  ourfelves  a  long  and  doubtful  conteft;  for  as  they  grow  in 
flrength  and  encreafe  in  numbers,  the  iffue  muft  becomie  m:ore  and  mom 
indeterminate.^  To  me  it  appears  that  found  policy  dictates  a  deci/.d 
condud  on  this  occafion,  and  not  by  redricting  the  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  to  a  weak  and  contemptible  force,  oblige  the  date  hereafter  to  en- 
gage  in  greater  exertions  and  ten- fold  expences.  Nothing  hr  i  am  per- 
iuaded  but  the  pulilanimous  condudl  held  out  in  die  amendmeiit,  can 
ever  induce  much  oppofition  in  that  country,  while  Pennfyivania  pre- 
ferves  her  plighted  faith  with  the  claintants,  to  whom  it  is  intended 
to  confirm  their  rights.  Moreover,  if  Council  were  inftrufted  with 
the  concluding  of  the  enterprife,  it  is  allowed  they  w'ould  be  rerponfible 
for  its  iffue  ;  but  to  refirid  them  to  the  paltry  force  of  150  men,  who 
will  ferve  for  little  more  than  to  apprife  the  confpirators  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  date  to  reduce  them  by  force,  and  ferve  cniy  as  an  alarm  to 
procure  a  combination  of  their  adherents  from  various  parts,  fo  that 
in  future  we  may  have  more  to  fend,  if  not  indeed  the  number  which 
fhall  replace  them.  No  fir  I  hope  the  Eloufe  will  net  ad  with  fuch 
indecifion,  but  ratiier  inveft  Council  vvith  the  power  to  fend  up  into 
diat  country  Inch  force  as  may  in  the  liric  inflance  terminate  if  not 
prevent  a  v/ar  with  tliem. 

Mr.  /v  f72iiccly  was  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  men  he  propofed, 
was  fulncicnt  to  accomplifn  the  undertaking.  From  converfation  with 
*JoI.  Pickering,  he  had  learnt  that  150  men  was  fufficient  in  his  opin¬ 
ion  ;  as  that  gentleman  was  much  better  acquainted  with  the  fituation 
of  tlic  country  than  what  he  pretended  to  be,  he  Ihould  think  150 
men  fully  adequate,  and  moreover  he  thought  that  the  people  wdio  had 
()ecn  fettled  in  their  claims  ought  to  turn  out  and  fupport  government ; 
in  fliort,  he  h.ad  heard  no  good  reafon  againft  his  motion,  though  be 
fnppofed  the  gentleman  had  made  the  belt  of  the  argument,  therefore 
he  hcqicd  it  tvould  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Peters.  It  is  with  very  great  diifidence  that  I  rile  to  fay  any 
thing  on  this  fubjed,  bccaufo  1  have  been  fo  doubtful  from  the  begin¬ 
ning — but  for  iny  part  I  am  of  opinion,  it  is  bell  to  leave  the  power  of 
Council  totally  unlimittcd,  and  [  expeded  rather  a  motion  for  ftriking 
out  thc.pain’cular  number  than  that  wTich  is  now  before  you.  I  fhould 
not  liave  faid  any  thing  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but  that  1  perceive 
fame  gentlemen  cannot  fepa rate  the  idea  of  coercion  from  that  of  our 
htiaii'.  es.  Now  doubtful  as  1  have  hitherto  been,  I  flatter  .mjTclf  well 
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able  to  difcover  the  neceffity  of  fpirlted  meafures,  I  knew  too  how  dif- 
fic’lit  it  is  to  raife  the  neceffary  revenues,  yet  I  do  not  defpair 
occafion  where  the  intereH:  of  the  ftatc  is  fo  deeply  concerned.  cou  c  ^ 
fincereiv  with  the  neceilary  funds  were  out  of  the  queftion  on  Lie  pre¬ 
fect  rabie6l,  and  let  gentlemen  only  confine  tkemielves  to  that  par 

winch  relates  to  the  raifing  of  troops.  Do  not  kt  us  either  be  more 
refponiibk  in  this  cafe  than  we  need  be,  and  by  reiiriaing  the  exe- 
cunve  nowers  to  150  men,  leave  it  with  them  to  impeach  us  t 
haiing  ‘rendered  their  good  defigns  frnitiefs  ;  it  h  executive  alone 
that  ou?ht  to  be  refoonfible-let  them  then^fore  be  anfwerable  foi  the 
fuccefs  of  oar  coercive  meafures,  if  gentlemen  are  apprehenfive  tJiat 
the/ will  go  beyond  v/hat  they  could  defire,  and  raife  a  very  gieo 
or  confiderabie  number  of  troops,  more  than  the  ntce.  it)  eman  a 
let  them  rccclka  that  Council  cannot  with  nor  preMnd  to  go  beyond 
ti'e  revenue  we  have  preferibed  for  their_expence._  Thus  Sj-  uey 
alfo  fecurelv  llmitteJ  as  to  that  tender  point  touching  our  public  tunds. 

I  believe  with  the  worthy  gentleman  who  fpoke  fo  largely  and  a  y  on 

this  fide 'cf  the  queftion,  that  Council  ought  totally  to  oe  unhmitted 

as  to  the  number.  Sir  I  think  if  we  limit  the  number^and  Ae  pped  - 
tion  fails,  or  misfortunes  come  upon  them,  the  Legiflature  wi  ^ 
too-ether  in  fault  ;  for  Council  need  fay  nothing  more  than  we  have 
done  as  you  have  ordered  us,  and  having  done  that,  it  is  you  and  not 
us  who 'are  refponfible  for  the  confequences ;  yet  why  ihou Id  we  re¬ 
tain  this  refponfibility,  who  cannot  be  colkaed  when  the  danger  s 
moft  imminent.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  wtfli 
this  reponfibility,  which  belongs  to  them  from  the  very  nature  ot  their 
office,  L'd  I  think  no  danger  can  arife  in  fuftenng  them  to 
together  with  the  power  of  fending  any  numoer  of  troops  into  that 

country,  which  they  may  deem  expedient.  , 

Mr.  Fitzfimois’s  idea  was,  that  when  the  Houfe  wilhed  to  car^  any 
meafure  of  this  nature,  they  Ihould  leave  the  power  umeftnaed  in 
the  Executive  Council  ;  he  (hould  approve  alfo  on  the  prefent  occahon 
that  the  number  (hould  be  unlimitted,  not  that  Council  llrould  (en 
the  firft  inftance  more  than  was  by  any  means  neceflfary,  rut  a  .y 
incendiaries  at  Wyoming  might  know  that  if  a  hundred  were  infut- 
ficient  to  reftore  peace  and  good  government  to  that  diftria,  200,  500 
or  1000  could  be  brought  forward,  and  all  that  would  neceffary, 
for  the  Legiflature  would  be  to  provide  fands  eventually  for  fuch  ex- 

^"Mr‘.  Clj^er  apprehended  that  the  claufe  if  .mended  as  propofed 
would  correfpond  very  little  with  the  preamble,  m  which  it  is  declared 
the  duty  of  the  Affembly  to  make  effeaual  provifion  for  the  due  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  law,  and  juft  exercife  of  the  government  of  the  (late  to 

If  the  gentleman’s  limitation  was  agreed  to,  it  would  noc  be  lon^ 
before  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  remove  thofe  limits,  ^when  I  believe 
thofe  gentlemen  who  are  no^v  alarmed  on  the  fubjeft  o 
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nnd  much  move  caufe  of  alarm,  than  there  is  at  prefen t,  but  perhaps 
the  number  of  troops  already  mentioned  in,  the  pill  are  fct  at  a  hiWer 
rate  than  what  they  will  abfolu tely  hand  the  fate  in.  ""  ' 

I  have  m  my  hand  fir  an  eitimate  of  their  rations,  pav,  cloathinp- 
removal  of  baggage,  and  every  contingent  expence  for  a  twelve  monnVs 
feryice,  made  by  a  gentleman  well  verfed  in  fach  calculations  bv 
w  ich  It  appears  that  loo  men  can  be  maintained  for  lefs  than  /.  c  ooo 
and  the  utmoll  that  will  be  necefihry  will  not  exceed  A  25000  as' 
each  man  Hands  the  Hate  in  but  a  triHe  more  than  48  pounds.’ 

Mr.  Kemiedy  believed  all  thofe  articles  would  amount  to  a  great  mm. 
Mr.  Peters  hud  ferved  his  apprenticelhip  to  thofe  kind  of  calculations* 
and  he  ihould  make  it  a  little  more  than  £.  48,  perhaps  it  might 
*  5^*  ^ 

Mv.  Schott.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  the  city  (Mr.  Lewis) 
has  laid  he  would  rather  make  it  1,000  men  than  500,  and  would  bv 
no  means  agree  to  reduce  the  number  ;  I  think  fir  that  that  number 
would  Oe  much  more  than  is  neceffary,  becaiife  I  conceive  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  at  Wyoming  are  friends  to  the  government  of 
Penrfylvania;  and  thofe  few  men  who  have  been  miHed,  have  been 
extremely  defirous  af  returning  to  their  allegiance  ;  it  would  rather  be 
making  them  of  more  confequence  than  they  really  arc,  by  telling  the 
world  that  lefs  than  1,000  men  could  not  preferVe  the  peace  in  that 
diHricf ,  it  is  likely  fii ,  that  Council  will  not  fend  more  than  is  necefia- 
ry,  which  I  apprehend  will  be  none  at  all  ;  becaufe  if  the  people  take 
the  oath  which  is  prefcrib  d  in  the  fecond  claiife,  there  can  be  little 
aoubt  but  thai.  as  much  tranquillity  will  obtain  there  as  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Hate;  and  fir  if  lam  not  miHaken,  both  in  my 
opinion  and  wiHies,  this  part  of  the  bill  will  be  altogether  ufelefs. 

Mi.  Penjjis,  If  the  gentleman  thinks  that  I  fuppofe  it  neceflary  to 
fend  up  1,000  or  500  troops  into  that  fettlement,  I  muH  have  been 
Vc^r}  much  mifunderHood  indeed,  for  my  only  wifh  is,  that  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  power  Hiould  not, be  entirely  reHrained  from  aftino- 
as  the  neceHity  of  the  cafe  might  require  :  I  ikall  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Houfe  with  entering  on  the  fubjecl  of  finance,  becaufc  it  is 
not  very  material  on  the  prefent^  queHion ;  but  my  moH  anxious  con¬ 
cern  is,  for  the  honor  -ftiid  dignity  of*  the  Commonwealth,  to  which 
every  other  conljderation  muH  give  place  ;  the  true  way  to  preferve 
this  honor  and  dignity,  will  alio  be  the  leaH  expenfive  and  burthen- 
fome  way  ;  decilive  meafures  will  nip  the  diforder  in  the  bud,  and 
thofe  funds  which  v/ould  be  neceiTary  on  any  prolongation  of  the  dif- 
cafe,  will  be  much  curtailed  by  an  immediate  application ;  let  the 
people  at  Wyoming  know  your  decifion,  and  your  friends  will  be 
encouraged,  while  your  enemies  will  be  feeking  means  to  evade  your 
pointed  force,  by  a  fpeedy  flight,  and  evacuation  of  the  country  :  the 
amazing  load  of  public  debt  which  lays  upon  Pennfylvania,  fiiould  be 
one  Hrong  argument,  for  the  prpfent  meafure,  as  being  the  rnoH  faving 
one.  / 
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The  quedion  was  now  put  on  Mr.  Kennedy’s  amendment,  and 
ii6  one  rofe  but  himfelf  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  rofe  and  requeued  the  Speaker  to  date  the  quedion 

ever  again,  which  being  done,  he  went  on  to  obferve,  that  he  looked 
upon  the  number  propofed  in  the  amendment  to  be  very  oonfiderable, 
when  added  to  that  of  the  militia. 

He  fuppofed  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  to  be  750,  of  thefe  one 
third  might  be  expeded  to  turn  out,,  which  would  be  250  ;  there  are 
70  militia  ordered  to  that  country  by  Council,  and  probably  are  there 
by  this  time  ;  thefe  with  150  propofed  by  the  amendment  will  make 
570  men,  and  thofe  added  to  the  militia  which  are  now  there,  would 
he  750,  a  force  fully  adequate  to  redore  good  order  ;  moreover  it 
is  well  known,  that  you  cannot  enlid  a  dngle  man  without  a  hall 
month’s  pay  in  advance,  and  you  have  not  this  money  to  ^  difpofe  of ; 
it  has  been  faid  we  ought  to  entrud  the  Executive  Council  with  the 
execution  of  this  meafure,  but  council  if  they  are  to  become  refpon- 
fible,  will  fend  up  the  whole  number  of  troops  that  you  order,  or  they 
will  be  much  to  blame  :  I  know  on  former  occafions,  they  deemed 
k  necediiry  to  go  to  the  full  extent  of  their  power,  in  order  to  fecure 

thcmfelves  from  reproach.  ^ 

Mr.  Bindley  thought  it  was  bed  to  give  Council  that  refponribility 
that  was  fpoken  of,  and  therefore  it  might  be  proper  neither  to  in- 
fert  the  amendment,  nor  permit  the  500  which  d#od  in  the  claufe  to 
remain  there,  therefore  v/ould  move  to  drike  out  the  number  altoge¬ 
ther. 

Mr.  Lenjoh  declared  his  intention  to  have  made  fuch  a  motion,  as 
foon  as  the  amendment  was  difpofed  of. 

Mr.  Fii'z/imons.  The  gentleman  from  Franklin  has  mentioned  to 
the  Houfe,  the  difpofition  of  Council  on  all  occafions,  to  go  to  the  ut- 
mod  limits  which  the  Legillature  preferibed  them  ;  this  did  not  com¬ 
port  with  one  faft  within  his  knowledge,  for  that  body  had  been  en- 
truded  with  the  difpofition  ot  ^15,000  for  the  piirpofes  wnich  are 
objects  of  the  prefent  bill,  namely  to  quiet  the  didurbances  at  Wyo¬ 
ming,  and  extend  the  jHrifdi<^tion  of  the  date  over  that  County  ;  it 
is  well  known  dr  that  they  never  fpent  one  dngle  diilllng.  I  only 
mention  this  to  fhew  that  Council  do  not  on  all  occafions,  as  the  gen¬ 


tleman  indnuates,  conceive  themfelves  bound  to  expend  all  the  mo¬ 
ney  placed  in  their  hands,  e^en  for  ?ieceffary  purpofes. 

The  quedion  being  about  to  be  put  the  fecond  time  on  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  motion,  that  gentleman  rofe  and  withdrew  it. 

Mr,-Lenjjis  now  propofed  the  amendment  mentioned  by  Mr.  Find¬ 
ley,  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  Council  to  fend  what  troops  they 
deemed  necedary,  without  being  rcdriflcd  as  to  the  number  ;  which 
amendinent  was  acquiefeed  in. 

’The  quedion  was  taken  on  the  claufe  as  amended,  and  agreed  to. 
The  fecond  claufe  came  under  confideration,  (fee  page  125)  when^ 

Mr.  Schott  moved  to  fill  ,  up  the  drd  blank  with  the  drd  day  of 

March : 
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March ;  he  propofed  this  beca»ufe  the  winters  are  fo  fevere  in  that 
country  as  to  prevent  people  from  travelling  tijl  about  tliat  time ;  fome 
defultory  debate  arofe  upon  this  amendment,  when  it  was  at  length 
agreed  to  prefcribe  the  time  for  three  months,  from  and  after  pading 
of  this  ad. 

Mr.  M^Ltv/e  propofed  a  limilar  alteration  to  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  when  the  bill  was  on  a  fecond  reading  (fee  page  125) 
which  was  rejeded. 

The  fecond  claufe  propofed  v/as  now  agreed  to. 

The  th'ird  claufe  was  paffed  as  it  hands  (page  126)  with  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  30  days  inhead  of  60  days. 

d"o  reconcile  the  fourth  claufe  (fee  page  120)  to  the  preceding  ones, 
as  they  were  amended,  being  fuppofed  to  take  up  fome  time,  it  was 
moved  to  adjourn,  which  the  Houfe  did  till  three  o'clock  this  after¬ 
noon. 

Eodem  die,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Huntingdon 
was  read,  praying  Standing-hone  Creek  may  be  declared  a  public  high- 
w'ay.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  Jonas  Phillips  was  read,  praying  he  may  be  author¬ 
ized  to  fell  goods  by  public  auTion  or  appointed  city  ainhioneer,  for 
which  he  offers  an  annual  fum  of  one  tlioufand  dollars  exdufive  of  the 
hate  duties,  and  hating  that  he  is  ready  to  lay  before  a  Committee  of 
this  Houfe  a  fcheme  of  a  lottery,  which  he  upon  calculation  finds  will 
produce  54,000  dollars  within  one  year. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  bill  entitled  a  fup- 
plement  to  an  ad  for  afeertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  perfons 
called  Connedicut  Claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned.''  The 
fourth  claufe  was  accommodated  to  the  two  preceedihg  claufes,  and 
then  agreed  to,  as  was  the  fifth  and  fixth  following  ;  when  it  was  mov¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Findley ^  feconded  by  Mr.  to  infert  the  follow¬ 

ing  claufe  immediately  after  the  fixth  fedion,  viz. 

And  <whereas  dcuhts  ha^je  arijen  njjith  refpedi  to  the  true  intent  and  ?nean* 
ing  of  the  term  acquired  in  the  aSi  to  ^i.vhich  this  is  a  fupplement : 

Be  it  therefore  cnahied  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaidy  that  none 
hut  fuch  per/on  or  perfons  as  have  made  a  real  fettlement  at  or  before  the 
decree  of  7" reiiiony  or  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  JJjali 
he  cflee7ned  or  judged  to  have  acquired  any  title  under  the  nforrfaid  aiiy  and 
that  an  aBual  fettlement  or  occupancy  made  previous  to  the  decree  at  d  ren- 
tton,  fhall  enable  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fo  claiming y  to  enjoy  a  traB  of  land 
not  exceeding  three  hutidred  acres y  and  the  allovoance  of  fx  per  cent.  Jor 
roads. 

Mr.  Peters  was  of  opinion,  that  the  great  truth  contained  in  divine 

writ,  ought  to  influence  the  conduct  of  individuals,  and  perhaps  might 

not, 
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Eot  be  improper  to  be  adopted  by  the  Legiflaturc^ — tliat  is  chany 
begins  at  home* 

I  am  as  much-in  favour  of  our  own  citizens  as  any  perfon  can  pre¬ 
tend  to  be,  and  I  confefs  if  any  people  are  to  iufrer,  it  ought  to  be 
thofe  who  are  feizing  the  property  to  which  they  have  no  legal  claim, 
unlefs  from  the  bounty  of  the  ftate  ;  but  we  are  alfo  to  coniider  that 
the  objedl  of  the  Legiflaturc  is  to  reconcile  the  Wyoming  fettlers,  in 
order  to  preferve  peace  and  extend  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  to  that  territory.  Such  1  apprehend  was  the  objedt  of  the  bill 
paired  laft  March,  and  whether  that  law  was  or  was  not  politic,  forms 
no  part  of  our  prefent  confideration  ;  but  be  it  as  it  may,  we  are  now 
obliged  to  carry  it  through,  and  muft  adhere  to  the  principle  of  juf- 
tice  which  is  there  laid  down.  This  claufe  I  fuppofe  fir  is  intended 
to  ferve  my  old  fellow-citizens,  to  whom  I  am  greatly  attaclied;  by  pre¬ 
venting  our  adopted  brethren,  whom  1  confefs  I  do  not  like  lo  well, 
from  obtaining  an  accumulated  number  of  eftates  in  that  country. 
Had  this  been  the  principle  of  the  firft  law,  it  might  have  been  proper, 
but  now  fir  that  thefe  people  have  come  forward  and  laid  in^  their 
claims  under  that  law,  and  condudled  themfelves  according  to  its  di- 
redlion,  I  cannot  think  the  Hate  at  liberty  to  recede  from  their  part  of 
the  contract.  This  amendment  fir  bears  down  the^principle  of  the 
old  law,  and  appears  to  me  very  unjuftifiable  ;  but  as  I  have  not  per¬ 
fectly  made  up  my  mind,  L  fhall  wait  until  I  hear  the  fentiments  of 
others  on  the  fubjed  :  but  I  have  prepared  fomething  like  what  the 
gentleman  has  propofed — but  it  is  not  con-trary  in  its  principle,  as  I 
take  his  to  be  to  the  old  law,  and  which  il  I  am  feconded,  I  will  read 
and  prefent  to  the  table. 

This  being  done,  it  was  put  as  an  amendment,  and  after  dating 
the  doubt  of  the  meaning  of  the  term  acquired,  it  went  to  explain  by 
reciting,  that  thofe  Ihould  be  deemed  to  have  acquired  titles  who  had 
made  a  real  fettlement,  wliether  by  themfelves  or  by  others,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Sufquehannah  Company  or  date 
of  Connedicut,  before  the  decree  of  Trenton  ;  and  that  thofe  wTo  were 
the  heirs  or  affigns  of  fuchoriginal  fettler  or  occupant,  whether  by  pur- 
chafe  or  otherwife,  Ihould  be  entitled  to  fuch  trads  not  exceeding  300 
acres  each,  as  they  fhould  edablifh  by  fufficient  proof,  according  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  upon  which  the  original  law  was  founded, 
and  which  prayer  was  condituted  a  part  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  M^Lene  'requeded  that  the  petition  and  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  which  had  been  the  foundation  ©f  the  former  law  might  be  heard. 
The  petition  was  read,  but  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  midaid. 

Mr.  Findley  had  expeded,  and  he  believed  a  majority  of  the  Houfe 
expeded  fomething  of  this  kind  to  be  ofFerred,  to  make  the  prefent  Dill 
go  down  :  his  amendment  has  been  liadily  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and 
might  not  be  fo  accurate  as  the  one  prefented  by  the  gentleman  from 
the  county  (Mr.  Peters)  and  as  he  was  not  fo  good  a  judge  as  he 
could  wifh  to  be  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  one  over  the  other,  he  was 
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very  willing  to  let  them  both  lie  over.  This  obfervation  he  made  to 
induce  the  lloule  to  allow  further  time  to  aequire  information. 

Mr.  Peters  had  no  objedion  to  poftponing  both. 

Mr.  Cljiner  would  willingly  agree  to  polfpone  them,  provided  they 
were  never  to  be  brought  forward  again  ;  if  one  of  thefe  were,  he 
would  oppofe  the  bill  itfelf.  Sir,  if  the  Houfe  was  to  agree  to  the 
amendment  propofed  by  the  member  from  Wedmorcland  (Mr.  Findley) 
I  apprehend  a  very  ferious  conlcquence  wo*uid  refult ;  it  will  be  en¬ 
tering  upon  ground  which  no  Legifiature  has  yet  hazarded  itfelf  upon. 
To  fay  what  was  or  W'as  not  meant  by  an  expreilion  in  our  former 
laws  belongs  not  to  us;  it  is  no  part  of  our  duty  to  put  conflruftions 
on  the  meaning  of  the  wmrd  acquired :  having  granted  the  occupanS, 
their  heirs  and  alTigns,  all  their  lots  and  rights  they  had upon 
condition  that  they  conform  with  certain  terms  held  cut  to  tHe.m,  is 
it  for  the  Legiilature  to  Ifep  in  and  redrid  that  term  to  w'hat  they  th;.ik 
proper.^  if  it  is,  what  are  the  confequences  hr  ?  the  Legifiacarf  ainm 
granting  lands  upon  conditions,  may  notwithivanding  a  com.pf.ance  on 
the  part  of  the  individual,  refume  that  grant  or  fo  much  of  it  as  thf  ir 
will  and  pleafure  may  dired.  I  think  fir  it  would  be  better  to  abide 
by  the  lofs  of  a  few  acres  more  than  what  even  the  reilridion  allows, 
than  tims  commit  the  faith  of  the  date,  and  moreover  hazard  the  con¬ 
fequences  of  detaching  a  great  nutnber  of  the  v/ell  affe^'fed  people  at 
Vy'yorning,  who  have  complied  and  hitherto  fliewn  a  difpofition  to 
comply  with  the  laws  of  the  itate. 

Mr.  Fit^Jtmons,  If  the  gentleman’s  objed  in  moving  a  poflpone- 
ment  is  no  other  than  to  get  information  of  the  analogy  between  the 
two  amendments,  I  think  there  is  little  call  for  the  Fioufe  to  be  de¬ 
tained  here  long  on  that  account.  This  bill  has  been  podponed  from 
day  to  day,  and  week  to  wmek,  for  a  long  time  pad,  in  order,  as  gen- 
tiemen  tell  you,  to  get  m(»rc  and  more  informaticn,  yet  m  m  fatisfied 
with  the  frequent  poitponements  already  made ;  you  arc  foiicited  once 
more  to  podpone  for  tijc  purpofe  of  comparing  two  motions,  wliofe 
objeds  are  different ;  if  this  is  a  fufficieiu  reafon  to  pcft’pone,  the  Iloiife 
will  decide  fo  :  but  I  beg  before  that  is  done,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  members  once  more  to  tlie  objeds  of  tjie  bill  generadly.  I  do  not 
confider  this  meafure  as  proper  lir,  for  any  other  reafon  than  neceffity  ; 
and  I  contend  dr  that  neceflity  judified  the  drd  bill,  and  1  contend  fur¬ 
ther  dr,  that  wc  arc  bound  in  every  particular  t)y^  what  the  drd  bill 
enabled  ;  and  if  it  was  neceffary  at  drd,  1  conlider  the  necedity  oi 
com}deting  the  meafure  to  be  now  in  exidcnce.  What  wms  the  ob- 
ied  of  the  bill  palled  lad  March  ?  was  it  not  to  prevent  contention  and 
i>loo('lhcd  ?  was  it  not  to  quiet  the  fettlcr.s  at  Wyoming  under  the  Con- 
ncdicut  claims,  fuppofed  to  be  enemies  to  your  government,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  peace  of  tjie  date,  which  appeared  in  extreme  jeopardy  ? 
and  dial]  we  now  for  tlic  paltrv^  condderation  of  a  few  acres  of  land, 
riumc  the  welfare  and  hanpined  of  Pennfvlvania,  the  lives  of  her  citi- 
wens,  and  that  tco  hv  a  breach  of  our  plieh.tcd  faiUi  ?  the  acres  vou 
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will  thus  fav^e  miift  be  few,  for  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  and  board  of  property  who  are  to  decide  tlicir  claims,  to  be¬ 
lieve  a  fingle  acre  will  be  given  that  is  not  right ;  bv  proceeding  in 
this  manner  hr,  the  whole  buiiiiefs  of  conciliation  will  be  defeated. 

Mr  Findley.  I  find  the  wortliy  gentleman  hift  up  diliers  with  me 
in  the  dclign  of  pollponement,  becaufc  I  wifh  only  for  time  to  exa¬ 
mine  more  particularly  what  the  other  contains  ;  but  w^e  agree  hr  in 
one  obfenmtion,  tliat  it  is  difficult  and  dangerous  for  the  Legiilature 
to  explain  laws ;  this  is  true  iir,  but  it  is  w^ell  known  that  doubts  liave 
arifen  on  the  import  of  the  wmrd  acquired  ;  doubts  have  aiiieh  v/itli 
a  number  of  menibers  of  this  Houfe,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the 
judges  ]:a^e  dijfered  in  obhiion  on  this  and  other  fubjehts  ;  Colonel  Fickcr- 
ing  has  had  an  opinion  of  the  tcr?n  acquired  y  <which  the  other  judges  had  siot. 
We  generally  enadt  laws,  and  leave  the  explanation  to  the  judicial 
department,  but  if  doubts  arife  in  carrying  the  law  iiitq^xecution,  we 
have  a  right  to  explain,  though  it  may  be  a  right  that  ought  not  to  be 
generally  exerclfed.  'This  law  fir  that  w^ants  our  explanation  was  the 
child  of  neccffity.for  can  any  thing  but  necellity  juftiiy  the  Legifiaturc 
in  taking  away  the  property  of  individuals  without  their  confent,  or 
without  a  trial  by  jury  ?  I  think  if  we  give  up  the  plea  of  neceffity, 
we  mini:  give  up  the  law — now  I  don’t  wifn  to  deftroy  the  law  ;  and 
if  it  wms  neceilary,  it  ought  to  be  reilrifled,  fo  as  not  to  be  greater 
than  the  necellity  :  I  do  not  wifh  to  allow  fo  large  a  field  for  fpecula- 
tion.  The  amendment  which  was  propofed  I  conceive  to  be  neceffary, 
and  I  believe  the  bill  is  alfo  neceflary,  but  unlefs  this  or  fomething 
like  it  is  adopted,  the  bill  may  not  be  enabled  this  feffion.  I  wifhed 
therefore  ftr  that  the  amendment  might  be  poftponed,  to  give  us  time 
to  accommodate  it  to  the  necellity. 

Mr.  Peters  did  not  like  half-hafty  bufinefs,  and  v/as  at  firfl  willing 
to  let  the  amendments  lie  over,  that  the  member  mi?ht  examine  and 
corred  any  loofe  expreffions  they  contained. 

But  I  am  perfeffly  decided  fir,  that  unlefs  we  fupport  the  faith, 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  Hate,  we  rifque  its  peace  and  happinefs  in 
future  :  if  I  thought  fir  that  any  amendment  of  mine  would  either 
tend  to  alter,  defeat  or  delay  the  bufinefs,  I  would  withdraw  it  inftantly. 

I  know  fir  that  there  are  fome  part  of  the  members  in  this  Houfe  who 
differ  very  widely  from  their  colleagues,  and  it  was  with  a  view  to 
conciliate  thofe  who  are  fo  averfe  to  tlie  infurgents  at  Tyoga,  and 
others  that  are  apprehenfive  the  Penrdylvania  claims  will  be  infupporta- 
ble,  that  I  introduced  my  amendment ;  but  fir  it  will  be  remembered, 
that  when  I  prefented  it. I  did  not  even  pledge  myfelf  to  vote  for  it, 
nor  do  I  know  that  I  fhould — yet  rather  than  retard  the  great  object 
or  embarrafs  the  Houfe,  I  would  withdraw  ;  but  I  fhould  expeH  the 
gentleman  to  withdraw  his  alfo  :  For  if  the  bufinefs  is  not  now  flnilhed, 
1  think  we  had  better  never  begun,  for  my  own  part  I  am  willing  to 
let  the  terms  of  the  old  law  Hand,  and  it  was  not  from  any  doubts  1 
had  myfelf  that  I  introduced  the  claufe- — I  fay  fir  let  the  old  law  be 
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what  it  may,  it  ought  to  Hand;  for  tho’  I  find  many  laws  that  are  iloi 
as  I  could  wilh  them,  I  fubmit  to  them  without  murmuring,  whatever 
my  feelings  may  be,  becaufe  I  confider  that  they  ought  to  be  obeyed 
for  the  general  good.  I  think  in  the  moH  decided  manner,  that  the 
Connedticut  claimants  ought  to  hare  titles  to  the  full  extent  of  the  firH 
law,  be  that  what  it  may,  but  I  am  well  convinced  that  if  the  word 
acquired  is  explained  in  the  moll  extenfive  fenfe,  but  a  few  perfons: 
will  receive  more  diaii  300  acres.  I  know  a  different  opinion  obtains 
in  the  Houfe,  but  without  any  other  foundation  I  apprehend  than  mere 
furmife  ;  to  be  fure  fir  I  will  grant  that  neither  the  commiffioners,  nor 
any  other  perfon,  know  precifely  the  number  of  thele  claims,  yet  I 
conjedure  it  will  be  allowed,  that  they  are  better  able  to  make  the 
'-oRimation  after  being  upon  the  fpot,  and  r^ceivdng  the  number  they 
have  aiiead}^  done,  than  any  of  us,  who  know  lo  little  of  both  the 
country  and  the  people.  By  the  ihort  extenficri  of  the  time  already 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  in  which  claims  are  allowed  to  be  exhibited 5 
I  apprehend  there  is  fmaii  ground  to  exped  thefe  applications  will  be 
numerous,  even  if  the  commiffioners  are  properly  fupponed  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  duties,  fo  that  there  is  lefs  occaficn  for  this  rdlridion, 
than  there  would  be  if  the  claims  were  allowed  to  come  forward  for 
a  longer  time  hereafter.  I  think  very  little,  alteration  if  any,  in  the 
quantity  of  land,  could  take  place  ;  at  all  events  I  am  for  fup- 
porting  the  old  law,  and  not  for  joining  in  what  mull  involve  a  breach 
of  public  faith*  with  even  a  fmgle  individual. 

Mr.  ¥indhy.  Where  it  is  matter  fir  that  related  to  myfelf,  and  the 
public  intereil  %vas  out  of  the  quellion,  I  might  he  induced  to  meet  the 
gentleman  on  the  good-natured  ground  he  has  propofed,  but  in  this 
cafe  fir,  was  I  even  difpofed  to  withdraw  it,  I  believe  it  would  ainounC 
^  to  nothing  ;  for  I  fain^v  fome  of  this  kind  is  expeded — I  know'  it  has 
been  much  talked  of  by  members  on  both  fides  of  the  Houfe.  I  do  not 
think  hr  there  is  any  ground  for  complaint  on  the  fcore  of  tardinefs  ; 
on  the  contraiy,  it  mull  be  on  the  fide  of  expedition,  and  J  apprehend 
our  Conilituents  will  think  the  fame;  however  there  is  certainly  fome 
neceffitv  as  to  the  time,  but  it  would  not  have  occalioned  a  longer  de¬ 
lay  than  to-morrow.  The  gentleman  from  the  city  alleges,  that  the 
term  acquired  ought  not  to  be  rellrided,  yet  the  intention  of  the  firll 
law  ought  to  be  complied  with  ;  this  is  the  objed  of  my  amendment, 
for  as  doubts  ha^’e  arifen  even  among  the  judges,  of  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  mifunderflood  by  the  Houfe; 
and  1  would  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  prefent,  who  were  members  of 
the  lail  Houfq,  for  their  opinion  of  what  was  the  intention  of  the  .Le- 
i-riflature,  whether  their  lots  were  not  fuppofed  to  be  but  300  Acres  :  f 
am  very  certain  fir  that  fuch  was  tlie  intention. 

This  law  I  have  already  obferved  was  the  child  of  neceffity ;  being 
fuch  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  fo  perfed  as  it  ought  to  be — many  people 
are  of  opinion  fir  that  the  whole  plan  is  indigefled,  and  I  am  one  who 
am  of  that  opinion  ;  and  I  think  there  is  room  to  believe  that  the  term 
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dc^^nind  was  injtdiiovfly  inferted  in  the  law  :  I  did  think  that  our  plain 
and  only  meaning  was,  to  allow  no  more  than  one  right  to  each  fettler  ; 
no  man  occupying  land  under  Pennfyh^ania,  could  be  entitled  to  a 
greater  quantity,  then  what  right  is  there  to  allow  more  to  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  ?  yet  fir  the  judges  themfelves  acknowledge,  that  they  have  admitted, 
fome  to  have  6  or  8  fhares  or  lots,  and  I  dont’  know  ho  w  many  more 
Why  fir,  on  this  principle  of  allowing  them  all  they  have  acquired,  I 
don’t  fee  where  it  is  pollible  they  are  to  Hop ;  if  the  lines  of  the  county 
itfelf  are  found  to  circumfcribe  their  demands,  it  will  be  happy  for  us. 

Thefe  conliderations  give  ground  of  fufpicion  and  jealoufy,  when 
Y/e  muft  not  explain  a  law  that  cannot  explain  itfelf. 

That  this  law  fir  was  defigned  upon  the  principle  of  conciliation,  I 
admit ;  and  that  it  is  a  valuable  confideration  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  government  ;  but  why  don’t  we  extend  the  principle  fir,  and  take 
in  the  half-fhare  men  ?  yet  the  term  acquired  may  be  conftrued  in  fome 
manner  to  apply  even  to  them;  why  fir  don’t  we  accommodate  the 
whole  ?  I  admit  we  cannot  ;  and  I  admit  it  would  be  improper — but 
yet  fuch  is  the  effedi  if  the  term  acquired  rights,  as  defined  and  explain¬ 
ed  by  the  conduct  of  the  judges  in  allowing  fo  many  claims  to  one  per- 
fon.  My  judgment  tells  me  this  is  going  beyond  what  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Legillature,  and  if  the  members  are  aifd^ clear  to  decide 
I  am  willing,  and  will  therefore  withdraw  my  motion  for  poftponement. 

Mr.  Fitffimons,  As  I  was  by  no  means  in  favour  of  poftponement, 
J  am  glad  the  motion  is  withdrawn.  I  would  juft  beg  leave  therefore 
to  obferve  fir,  that  the  gentleman  gives  as  a  reafon  why  the  Houfe 
ihould  adopt  his  claufe,  that  in  feveral  inftances  the  commiflioners 
have  admitted  8  or  lo  claims  made  by  one  perfon if  the  commiftion- 
ers  have  admitted  fuch  claims,  I  venture  to  pronounce  it  was  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  law  ;  and  thofe  claims  were  made  as  heirs  or  afiignees  of 
original  fettlers,  before  the  decree  of  Trenton — this  lir  I  take  to  be 
the  clear  and  plain  import  of  the  wordi  acquired,  and  I  am  furprifed  how 
the  gentleman  can  torture  it  to  make  it  appear  otherwdfc. 

I  hope  the  Houfe  do  not  mean  to  make  a  diftinftion  between  aliena¬ 
ted  and  unalienated  rights  ;  for  certainly  the  purchafer  of  an  (fate  has 
as  good  a  title  to  it  as  the  original  occupant  or  holder;  but  moreover 
your  faith  is  plighted  to  thefe  people  by  the  exprefs  words  of  your 
former  a61:,  where  it  is  declared,  that  you  will  confinii  all  thefe  lots 
to  the  heirs  and  aftigns  of  the  firft  fettlers  or  occupants. 

It  is  true  that  I  confidered  thefe  people  as  intruders,  but  then  they 
did  not  conftder  themfelves  fuch  ;  they  had  the  claim  of  occupancy  or 
firft  fettlement ;  a  pre-emption  is  a  right  in  many  inftances ;  many  other 
perfons  fettled  within  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania,  have  no  other  claim. 
Thefe  had  fettled  themfelves  under  the  ftate  to  which  they  belonged, 
had  conformed  to  the  rules  and  regulations  laid  down  for  that  purpofe, 
and  abfolutely  paid  a  valuable  confideration  to  the  ftate  of  Connedi- 
cut  for  what  they  thought  were  good  titles  ;  many  of  them  have  been 
'  feveral  years  living  there  :  the  mere  fettlement  was  fuppofed  in  Penn- 
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fylvania  to  give  a  right,  but  tlicfe  people  have  been  confirmed  in  their 
riglu  by  an  exprefs  law  :  the  half-fnare  men  were  invited  by  the  Suf- 
qucharinah  Company,  for  the  particular  purpofe  of  keeping  polfcihon 
of  the  county,  not  only  in  dehance  of  the  laws  and  authority  of  the 
hate,  but  in  direft  oppoiition  to  all  good  government,  and  I  believe  no 
gentleman  in  this  Houfe  had  ever  an  inteniion  to  reward  thefe  people — ■ 
the  other  dafs  v/ere  tenacicus  of  their  property,  becaufe  they  have  pur- 
chafed  or  procured  it  by  that  mode  which  our  filler  (late  had  diredled. 
Eut  1  would  aik  the  gentleman  wdtat  will  be  the  confequence  if  his  mo¬ 
tion  is  enacted  in  the  law  ?  I’he  people  in  that  country  whom  you  in¬ 
tend  to  conciliate,  and  many  of  wdiom  in  fad  are  now  your  friends, 
will  difengage  themfelvcs  from  you,  declaring  they  can  have  no  con¬ 
fidence  in  a  government  that  refufes  to  confirm  their  own  contrads  : 
great  pains  are  taken  to  fcduce  them  from  their  allegiance,  and  it  wants 
but  fuch  a  miftaken,  nay,  unjuft  ftroke  of  policy  as  this,  to  throw  the 
v/hole  country  again  into  confufton  and  diforder.  They  are  already 
told  that  there  is  a  ftrong  party  againft  them  throughout  Pennfylvania  ; 
jcalcufies  are  already  fown  amongft  them,  and  this  will  be  a  weighty 
proof. 

The  gentleman  tells  you  that  the  former  ad  ’’vas  ill  digefted,  and 
the  plan  was  bad  ;  if  fir  the  iaft  was  an  impolitic  law,  let  us  make  no 
more  fuch  ;  but  if  it  v/as  policy,  true  and  neceftary  policy  at  that  time, 
W'hen  the  danger  of  an  encreafe  of  force  on  their  fide  was  fo  very  much 
to  be  apprehended,  and  if  tliat  neceffity  exifts,  by  the  peculiar  temper 
and  lituation  of  the  fettlers  at  Wyoming,  let  the  principle  of  concili¬ 
ation  be  continued ;  and  this  when  aided  by  a  fmall  fqrce,  will  reftore 
harmony  and  contentment  to  that  diftrid — for  diforder  is  to  be  prin¬ 
cipally  apprehended  from  them,  who  having  little  to  lofe,  but  much 
to  gain,  by  an  effedual  oppofition  to  your  government,  will  be  the 
moft  miature  for  ads  of  violence  and  outrage.  I  hope  wdien  gentlemen 
refled  cn  the  dreadful  conrequcnce  of  fetting  this  bufmefs  afloat,  and 
the  injuftice  that  is  about  to  be  done,  they  will  agree  to  rejed  the  mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  FirJley.  I  rife  merely  Mr.  Speaker  to  explain  fome  words  which 
I  ufed,  and  which  I  think  have  been  mifunderftood— when  I  mentioned 
the  half-ihare  men,  I  meant  that  the  principle  of  conciliation  would 
apply  to  them,  and  not  that  it  would  be  proper  to  go  this  far;  with 
relpc6t  to  the  people  claiming  more  fhares  than  one,  I  believe  the  gen¬ 
tleman  charges  me  with  faying  there  were  8  or  lo,  but  if  I  dotf  t  for¬ 
get,  I  faid  only  6  or  8,  tho’  the  principle  that  admits  tlicm  may  admit 
any  number  whatfoever. 

Mr.  Lcrivis,  I  have  taken  no  part  in  the  debate  which  has  already 
taken  place,  becaufe  I  thought  tlie  gentleman  vvas  fo  little  fatisfied 
with  his  own  produdion,  that  l^e  would  vvltlidraw  his  amend¬ 
ment.  I  am  really  apprebenfive  fir  that  if  this  oftered  by  the  mem¬ 
ber  from  Weftmoreland,  is  adopted,  very  ferious  confequences  are  to  be 
dreaded — and  that  it  will  even  be  more  difftcuu  to  underftand  the  ex¬ 
planation. 


of  Pennsylvania. 


167 


pianation,  than  it  is  to  underfland  the  term  intended  to  be  expjained. 
One  thing  Mr.  Speaker  is  clear,  the  Legiflatare  ot  Pennfyivania  fe- 
ing  the  fituation  of  tbat  part  of  the  country,  comprehended  under 
the  name  of  Wyoming,  thought  proper  to  pafs  an  aid,  confirming 
titles  to  certain  i’ettlers  and  others,  to  lands  within  their  jurifdidion — 
this  I  fay  is  certain,  and  whether  the  words  by  which  it  has  been  done  are 
clear  or  doubtful,  I  cannot  fee  the  diftinilion  ;  the  terms  you  held  out 
to  the  Connecticut  claimants  have  been  complied  with  on  their  part, 
and  it  remains  only  for  the  kate  to  complete  hers. 

A  ditnculty  is  now  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  on  the  term  acquired — 
the  Legiflatare  are  about  to  determine  its  meaning,  and  fay  it  is  to 
be  underlt'ood  in  one  particular  manner — thefe  perions  will  tell  you 
that,  is  not  our  coinion  of  its  fenfe,  and  therefore  let  it  be  left  to  the 
proper  tribe n  \,  who  alone  are  competent  to  expound  your  laws.  Tlivy 
will  fay  V  C  accepted  our  rights  under  your  former  laws,  in  which  toe 
faith  of  Pennfyivania  is  mod  folemnly  plighted,  and  the  confidence 
which  we  repofed  in  that  plighted  faith,  was  the  reafon  that  induced 
us  to  lay  afide  our  arms,  and  purfue  that  occupation  which  peace  and 
good  government  had  enabled  us,  under  the  fulled  conviidion  that 
Pennfyivania  could  never  dedre  to  retradl  from  her  engagements — they 
have  a  right  to  fay  if  that  ciaufe  diould  be  adopted,  that  here  is  a  breach 
of  the  public  faith  made  by  the  Legidature  of  1787,  that  can  neither 
redound  to  its  honor  or  advantage — at  a  former  day  you  admitted  the 
fullnefs  of  our  claim,  but  at  a  future  day  you  by  an  explanation  coun- 
tera6>  the  judicc  of  the  former  law^.  The  engagement  entered  into 
v/ith  the  Connecticut  claimants,  is  of  the  nature  of  a  compromife ; 
that  date  of  which  they  were  formerly  citizens,  claimed  the  lands  on 
the  northead  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah,  as  faliing  within  her  char^ 
ter,  tho’  really  within  the  chartered  boundaries  of  Pennfyivania  ;  but 
a  number  of  her  inhabitants  had  atdually  fettled  themfelves  upon  the 
lands,  yet  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens  had  piwchafed  of  the  late 
proprietor,  the  very  lands  fo  fettled  ;  thefe  interfering  claims  have 
proved  the  fource  of  difeord  and  blpodfned,  for  a  feiies  of  years  in 
that  didrafted  country — to  quiet  thefe  the  aCt  paded  lad  March  w^as 
intended,  in  which  the  date  engages  if  the  fettlers  will  perform  certain 
conditions,  that  Ihe  will  on  her  part  cotifirm  fuch  of  the  Co7wcaicut 
claims  as  <vjere  A  C  QJJ  i  r  e  D  BY  A  C  T  U  A  L  s  £  T  T  L  E  R  s ,  /mr  /o  ier-^ 
pi'mation  of  ihe  faid  difpute,  agreeably  to  the  petition  of  a 
NUMBER  OF  THE  SAID  SETTLERS.  AftOi' engaging  thus  far,  the 
law'  goes  on  to  declare  they  wdll  confirm  all  of  thefe"^titles  to  either 
the  HEIRS  or  ASSIGNS  of  fuch  adual  fettler  or  occupant,  as  would  be 
entitled  to  lots  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  then  among  them. 

The  folemn  faith  of  the  date  thus  pledged,  is  not  for  us  to  retrad  ; 
and  if  there  are  words  of  difiicult  meaning  ufed  in  our  contrad,  it 
mud  be  left  to  the  judges  of  the  law  and  of  the  Engliili  language  to  ex¬ 
plain.  There  is  neither  propriety  nor  necefiity  for  the  Legidature  to* 
employ  their  time  on  this  fubjed ;  but  if  the  principle  is  once  admitted, 
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there  is  no  knowing  in  what  it  may  end — bcfide  I  apprehend  the  pre¬ 
cedent  for  fiich  condud  can  be  difcovered  but  in  the  annals  of  defpo- 
tifm,  where  the  juilice  to  be  ineafiired  out  to  the  people  depends  alto- 
norther  upon  the  will  and  pleafure  of  an  imperious  and  haughty  tyrant, 
'ihe  archives  of  republics  furnilh  them  not,  and  fliall  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  Pennfylvaniapurfue  a  meafure  that  her  fons  mult  blulh  to  own  ? 
The  claufc  which  is  now  propofed  has  all  the  effed  of  an  ex  poll  fado 
}aw,  and  I  flatter  rnyfelf  cannot  And  advocates  among  the  reprefentatives 
of  freemen. 

Let  me  now  enquire  if  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter  for  your  law  offi¬ 
cers  to  deflne  the  meaning  of  the  term,  acquired  rights  ;  thefe  rights  in 
the  fii  (1  place  being  thofe  of  perfons  who  were  adual  fetlers  in  that 
country,  previous  to  the  degree  of  Trenton.  Now  we  know  there  are 
a  variety  of  ways  by  which  a  perfon  may  acquire  rights  to  lands  : — He 
may  acquire  by  bargain^nd  fale  of  the  firfl:  or  any  fubfequent  proprie¬ 
tors  under  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  by  warrant  and  furvey,  and  for¬ 
merly  under  the  pradice  of  the  province  bv  occupancy,  by  leafe  and 
releafe,  by  fine  and  recovery,  all  of  which  are  in  the  legal  fenfe  of  the 
word,  acquired  rights,  and  the  ad  of  AlTembly  will  extend  to  all  thefe 
cafes.  Here  is  a  term  of  known  and  pofltive  meaning ;  and  fay  thefe 
people,  we  underftand  it  in  the  plain  and  common  fenfe  which  it  bears. 
We  under  this  idea,  accepted  your  terms — and  this  is  what  I  fay  was 
a  compromife  held  out  to  them.  Where  then  will  be  the  faith  of  Penn- 
fvlvania,  if  the  Legiflatute  fhould  now  pretend  to  affix  any  other  < 
meaning  to  the  word  ?  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  former  Houfe  to 
have  reflrided  the  fenfe  of  the  word,  it  fhould  have  been  done  at  that 
time,  and  then  thefe  people  would  have  not  been  deceived.  As  the 
matter  ftands  at  prefent,  I  do  not  fee  what  is  to  be  done,  but  to  leave 
the  law  to  the  determination  of  the  judges.  I  wifh  to  fave  the  public 
property  of  the  ftate  as  much  as  any  one  within  thefe  walls,  and  I  fin- 
cerely  hope  that  this  word  is  not  of  a  nature  to  include  many  cafes  ; 
but  be  that  as  it  raa}^  be  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  given  under  it 
great  or  fmall,  it  is  alike  as  to  the  principle,  and  it  is  the  principle 
that  I  contend  for.  I  confider  the  faith  of  the  fla^  pledged  to  thefe 
perfons,  to  confirm  all  fuch  claims  as  they  may  have,  whether  in  their 
own  rights  as  fettlers,  or  as  affignees  of  fettlers,  according  to  the  ex- 
prefs  declaration  of  the  law.  I  confider  this  amendment  as  an  <fx  poji 
faSio  law,  and  an  ex  parte  interference  too  ;  therefore,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  it  will  meet  the  difapprobation  if  not  the  deteflation  of  every  deli¬ 
berate  and  thinking  man.  It  is  for  the  reafons  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  that  I  fhall  vote  againft  the  amendment,  though  there  ai»e  other 
reafons  that  might  operate  collaterally  with  them  ;  for  I  take  it  fir, 
that  by  this  attempt  at  parfimony,  you  not  only  endanger  the  future 
peace  of  that  fettlement,  but  abfolutely  give  away  more  property  by 
the  attempt  at  refiriHion,  than  what  it  can  poflibly  retain. 

Mr.  Findley.  The  principle  on  which  the  gentleman  refts  his  op- 

pofition,  I  mean  the  general  principe,  would  apply  with  equal  force, 
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nay  with  hiperior  force,  to  this  biifinefs  altogether — for  the  firh  law 
was  certainly  a  breach  of  the  faith  of  Pennfyivania  ;  but  I  believe  it 
is  not  wife  to  talk  much  about  it :  I  know  our  Conftitution  did  not 
jukify  the  law,  for  our  faith  is  as  folemnly  pledged,  not  to  make  a 
law  fubverfive  of  the  rig:hts  of  our  owm  citizens,  or  to  abolifli  a  trial 
by  jury  :  nothing  I  believe  but  the  neceffity,  as  Lfaid  before,  can  juf- 
tify  it;  and  neceliity,  unhappily  for  us,  exiits  at  the  prefent. 

The  gentleman  denies  not  only  the  power  of  the  Legiflature  to  ex¬ 
plain  terms  in  its  own  laws,  but  denies  a  precedent.  I  belie i^e  fir  we 
have  not  far  to  look  for  a  precedent — the  late  Houfe  I  believe  pafied 
a  law  to  explain  what  was  meant  by  aflual  fettlement,  and  no  doubts 
were  entertained  at  that  time,  though  there  were  gentlemen  of  legal 
knowledge  in  the  Houfe,  of  the  power  of  the  Legiflature  to  explain  the 
term.  I  acknowledge  the  abilities. of  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad,  and 
have  no  doubt  but  all  thofe  kind  of  rights  which  he  enumerated  are 
acquired  rights,  but  I  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the  late  Houfe, 
to  confirm  them  to  rights  acquired  by  adlual  fettlement  alone  ;  but  I 
contend  that  the  bill  had  no  other  plea  to  fuflain  it  than  that  of  necef- 
fity,  and  if  it  has  now  become  neceffary  to  explain  it  more  precifely, 
the  fame  principle  will  juftify  the  amendment.  The  procefs  ekablifhed 
in  this  cafe,  is  not  the  fame  as  a  courfe  of  common  law,  and  therefore 
that  part  of  the  argument  which  relates  to  the  decifion  of  tlije  judges 
does  not  apply. 

Mr.  Le<wis,  Whether  the  former  law  was  or  was  not  jukifiable  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  of  neceffity,  I  look  upon  as  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjecl.  If  there  is  any  honorable  gentleman  who  thinks 
that  neceffity  did  not  exifl,  or  that  there  is  no  occafion  for  the  law,  let 
them  fet  about  the  repeal  ;  but  as  none  think  it  prudent  to  do  fo,  I 
fhall  confider  it  as  an  exiking  law,  in  which  the  faith,  the  honor  and 
credit  of  the  ftate  are  irretrievably  pledged  to  the  Connedicut  claim¬ 
ants,  for  the  full  and  effeftual  confirming  of  every  claim  admitted  un¬ 
der  that  law,  whether  it  be  acquired  by  any  of  the  means  I  formerly 
mentioned  or  otherwife,  provided  that  the  claim  is  fupported  by  pro¬ 
per  proof  that  it  is  fuch  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  The 
gentleman  admits  the  principle  will  apply  in  ordinary  cafes,  that  the 
Houfe  ought  not  to  refeind  its  engagements,  but  feems  to  infer  that 
we  are  more  at  liberty  on  this  occafion  than  on  any  other,  but  I  con¬ 
tend  that  a  breach  of  faith  on  this  occafion  is  of  much  greater  mag¬ 
nitude  than  on  common  occafions.  The  perfons  who  are  injured  in  or¬ 
dinary  cafes,  if  it  is  ever  neceffary  to  injure  any,  mull  be  injured  by 
their  isamediate  reprefentatives ;  but  in  this  cafe  thefe  people  were  not 
reprefented ;  they  had  no  perlbn  on  this  floor  when  your  law  paffed, 
and  they  will  complain  of  being  trepanned.  ^ 

The  gentleman  alleges  fir  that  this  is  not  the  firfl  inftance  of  the 
Legiflature  having  explained  her  own  a6l  ;  this  fir  appears  in  the  cafe 
he  has  alluded  to,  quite  out  of  point;  for  fir  that  explanation  was  not 
zn  explanation  of  a  law,  but  merely  extending  to  certain  actual  fcttlers 
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within  the  piirchafed  at  Fort-Stanwic,  dt^termininp-  the  rii^ht  ot 
jireeniption  to  the  lands  they  occupied,  provided  they  made  application 
Avhthin  the  time  iimitted  by  the  acd  ;  this  was  explaiiiln:^  a  right  which 
had  for  a  number  of  years  obtained  in  Pcxanlylvariia,  from  the  lenity 
and  goodnefs  of  the  proprietors,  w'ho  indiil^^ed  every  perfon  that  occu¬ 
pied  or  fettled  on  their  vacant  lands,  to  have  a  title  to  the  fame  ;  but 
thefe  perfons  being  alarmed  by  the  praFilce  of  Tome  others,  under  a 
law  of  the  fcatc,  who  were  taking  out  patents  for  the  \'ery  lands  the 
occupants  had  long  held  and  improved,  it  was  judged  propej  by  the 
Legifiature  to  continue  the  right  of  occupancy,  and  givingthe  perfon  a 
pre-emption,  provided  he  applied  within  a  certain  time.  This  I  ap¬ 
prehend  is  efentially  different  from  taking  away  rights  which  have 
been  hekowed  by  law.  The  gentleman  cannot  think  that  inferences 
drawn  in  this  manner  can  have  any  weieht  with  the  members  of  this 
Houfe,  who  have  too  much  good  feme  to  be  mi  fled  by  any  perfon ’s 
bare  ailertions. 

Mr.  Peters  was  decided  for  doing  his  duty  ;  as  a  private  perfon  he 
might  be  inclined  to  this  or  that  flde  of  the  quetticn  by  his  feelings 
for  individuals,  but  as  a  Legiflator  he  mufl  do  that  and  that  only 
w'hich  the  public  good  demanded,  if  in  private  life  from  motives  of 
convenience  or  any  ether,  he  made  a  hard  bargain,  he  fliould  think  it 
Ids  dutf  to  flick  by  it,  and  he  conceivn^d  himfelf  equally  bound  to  fiand 
by  the  bargain  of  the  Legiflature,  however  his  private  wnh  imight 
to  fa ve  expence,  yetjuftice  mufl;  be  adhered  to.  It  the  Legiiiature 
have  made  a  hard  bargain  with  thefe  people,  it  mull  even  remain  fo, 
for  he  could  by  no  means  confent  to  any  alteration  being  made,  unleis 
it  w'as  mutually  acceded  to  ;  but  this  he  thought  might  be  put  in  a 
clear  point  of  view,  if  he  could  only  engage  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
while  he  read  a  part  of  the  petition  oji  which  this  buflnefs  originated, 
and  tlwn  Tome  part  of  the  law  connected  with  it;  this  he  thought 
would  be  fully  fulTicient  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  of  the  great  impropriety 
of  tlie  reflriCting  claufe  propofed  by  the  members  from  Weftmoreland. 

He  went  on  to  read  the  petition  prefented  to  a  former  Houfe,  in 
which  the  C(mnccflicut  claimants  flate  that  it  had  been  ufual  for  them 
to  lay  cut  their  fctticments  into  townfhips  of  five  miles  fquare,  which 
were  ufially  divided  into  fifty  three  lots,  containing  about  300  acres 
each,  three  of  thefe  lots  were  fet  aflde  for  a  parfonage  &-c.  the  remain¬ 
der  were  the  property  of  the  purchafers,  and  itivas  a  cuftom  that  when 
twenty-five  perfons  were  inclined  to  go  upon  one  of  thefe  townfhips 
that  upon  payment  they  had  one  fliare  to  fettle  on,  and  another  of  the 
fifty  provided  they  paid  the  furtluT  purchafe  money,  as  it  was  not  the 
mere  fcttlemenf,  which  gave  them  11  right,  even  under  ConncHicut  ; 
there  were  certain  other  rules  and  regulations  amongfl;  them  obtained  in 
tlie  fctflcriirnt  of  the  land.  'They  then  w'ent  on  to  p-ay  the  Houfe  would 
be  7'Icafc’d  to  grant  th';'m  thele  rights,  as  well  as  the  heirs  and  afligns 
others  of  tlic  flrfl  fettlcrs,  v\'ho  might  have  transferred  their  claims 
l^gfore  the  decree  of  Trenton,  and  they  wmuld  in  that  cafe  become  true 
d  faitliful  to  the  date  cf  Pennfylvania.  dhis 


an 


’This  petition  Mr.  Peters  obfcrved  was  To  clear,  that  no  doubt  could 
be  had  by  the  former  Houfe  of  what  they  were  applied  to  for,  and 
♦  this  would  be  fully  illuftrated  by  a  few  extraCds  from  the  law  ;  in  the 
pi-eamble  it  is  recited  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connefticut 
had  fettled  upon  and  impi’oved  divers  trads  of  land,  lying  on  or  7:ear 
the  north  eaft  branches  of  the  Sifauehannah — and  that  parts  of  the  fame 
land  have  been  claimed  under  titles  derived  from  the  late  proprietaries, 
and  the  interiering  claims  have  occalioncd  much  contention,  expence 
and  bloodihed ;  and  the  AiTembly  being  dehroiis  of  putting  an  end  to 
thofe  evils,  by  confirming  fuch  of  the  Connedicat  claims  as  were  ac¬ 
quired  by  aBued  fetilers  ^  prior  to  the  termination  of  fuch  difpute,  agree-  . 
ABLY  to  the  petition  of  a  ntimber  of  the faid  fet tiers. 

Mr.  Peters  would  repeat  the  words  agreeably  to  the  petiihn  of 
a  number  of  the  [aid  fettlcrs  \  this  he  would  think  might  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  beyond  a  doubt,  bat  he  would  go  on  to  the  body  of  the  law,  where 
it  is  enadfed  ^^that  all  the  faid  rights  or  lots  now  Iv^ing  within  the 
^  ,  ri  li  e  would  have  the  gentleman  not  entertain 

an  apprehenfion  that  it  was  intended  to  admit  tliefe  claims  to  be  laid 
all  over  the  date,  ‘‘which  were  occupied  or  acquired  by  Connedficut 
Claimants,  who  were  adtually  fettlers  there,  at  or  before  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  claim  ot  Connedficut  by  the  decree  of  Trenton,  and  which 
rights  or  lots  were  particularly  aligned  to  the  faid  fettlers,  prior  to 
the  faid  decree,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  amonir  theruy  be 
and  they  are  hereoy  confirmed  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  alii yns.” 

After  reading  this  far  he  did  not  think  it  necefiary  to  add  a  fin'^'le 
word;  the  gentlemen  could  from  this  judge,  whether  the  amendment 
was  or  was  not  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  but  from  the  belt  infor¬ 
mation  he  had  acquired,  the  having  intended  by  the  amendment  mud 
be  very  triffling. 

After  a  dience  of  a  few  minutes  Col.  Louorey  renueded  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  that  petition  might  be  read.  ^ 

Mr.  h hidley  was  of  opinion  that  tliere  was  no  reafon  to  have  re- 

courfe  to  the  petition,  becaufe  the  law  furely  was  not  to  anfwer  for 

the  petition,  nor  be  explained  by  it  ;  was  it  poffible  that  a  petition 

could  redrain  an  adl  of  the  Legidature  ?  in  drort  we  have  nothing 

to  do  wutn  the  petition  ;  but  yet  I  would  jud  obferve  that  it  mentions 

a  right  to  be  about  300  acres;  well  then,  can  it  be  faid  that  from  the 

very  words  of  the  petition  they  expeaed  four,  five,  or  fix  hundred 

acres  ?  I  apprehend  they  did  not,  and  I  am  pretty  certain  the  Houfe 

had  no  idea  of  giving  more  than  that  quantity  ;  I  would  allc  een- 

tlemen  what  was  the  objea  of  the  former  Jaw  ?  whether  it  was  not  to 

conciliate  thofe  people  ?  this  I  expeT  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands 

and  happy  would  it  be  for  us  if  they  were  conciliated,  but  fir  thi. 

are  not ;  the  aa  of  driving  away  your  Commifiioners  proves  that  they 
.w^erenot.  ^  •/ 

Well  fir  if  this  law  has  not  had  its  ufefujnefs,  fince  wc  have  not 
been  fuccefsful  as  we  wifhed  to  be,  in  quieting  thefe  people,  let  it  not 

be 
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be.  urged  as  an  argument  that  vv^e  have  deceived  them,  that  we  are 
breaking  our  faith  with  them;  repeated  inilances  have  been  given  oi 
a  preference  to  thefe,  over  thofe  who  claim  under  Fennfylvania,  let 
us  therefore  ceafe  extending  it  further;  they  have  got  a  realonablc 
quantity  of  land  to  anfwer  this  wiili ;  I  don’t  fay  they  got  it  unfarely, 
becaufe  the  Legifiature  gave  it  to  them.  I  have  faid  before  I  do  not 
wifli  to  enter  on  the  fubjedf  of  right,  nor  do  I,  but  if  we  fet  ahde 
real  rights,  and  that  without  trial  by  jury,  can  the  power  of  the  Houfe 
be  doubted  to  fet  afide  acquired  rights  ?  it  was  a  dangerous  precedent, 
lince  in  quieting  our  neighbours  we  have  diffatisfied  a  number  of  valua¬ 
ble  citizens  of  our  own. 

Mr.  Cljmer  being  in  fome  degree  inflrumental  in  procuring  the  for¬ 
mer  law,  wifhed  to  be  heard  in  a  few  w'^ords  on  the  fubjetd.  One 
gentleman  (Mr.  Peters)  faid  he  did  not  Idee  the  law,  but  he  would 
Aibrnit  to  it  as  he  found  himfelf  flrapped  about  the  neck  with  it ;  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman  (Mr.  Findley)  goes  farther,  and  declares  the  law^  to 
be  a  violation  of  the  conflitution  ;  I  know  nothing  in  the  cenftitution 
adequate  to  repel  the  dangers  that  may  arife  from  infurredion,  but  I 
am  ccrain  that  the  power  held  by  all  nations  extends  to  every  meafure 
neceffary  for  the  prefervation  and  fafety  of  the  gojernment,  and 
therefore  authorife  a  law  foiinoed  in  fiate  neceffity.  It  has  been  con¬ 
ceived  by  that  gentlem.an,  that  this  law  was  neceffary  from  the  danger 
to  which  we  were  then  expoied,  and  without  a  law^  of  this  kind  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  country  w'ould.  at  this  time  oe  totally  feperated  from  our 
dominion.  I  fay  tliere  was  a  neceflity  for  this  law,  and  thofe  perfons 
ought  to  be  nicfi  filent  who  were  inftrumental  in  producing  that  necef¬ 
fity  ;  thofe  who  have  exerted  themfelvcs  from  time  to  time  to  defeat 
every  meafure  that  has  been  for  fome  years  paft  propofed,  unfor  tuna  tel}' 
for  the  date  their  oppofition  has  been  adequate  to  this  end.  When  it  w^as 
in  contemplation  to  ufe  other  means,  a  party  in  this  date  oppofed  it, 
and  defeated  the  intention.  For  it  is  a  well  known  fa(d:,  that  the  friends 
of  good  order  were  obliged  to  give  up  their  attcm.pts  to  reftore  the  de- 
ibated  Pennfylvania  claimants  to  their  property.  W  hen  this  had  been 
elfeacd,  it  only  procured  an  addition  of  force  to  the  fettlers  at  Wp- 
riino-,  and  we  were,  by  fuch  policy,  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  giving 
up  to  thofe  people  a  part  of  their  claims,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
. . .. c  r'l’iic  wl'iirli  tliat  fi'ttieiiicnt  w'as  furreunded. 


numerous  evils  with  which  that  fettiemcnt  w'as  furreunded. 

It  was  date  neceflity  alone  that  compelled  the  meafure,  a  neceffity 
that  arofe  from  the  oppofition  given  by  certain  perfons  toccerUon. 
And  I  would  beg  to  obferve  farther,  that  thofe  perfons  who^  forced  this 
ad  upon  the  date,  arc  now  mod  defirous  to  prevent  its  operation,  know- 
in-  if  they  can  defeat  this,  the  country  will  be  involved  once^  mmre  m 
ronmntion  ;  if  their  objed  fir  is  not  to  embroil  the  date,  it  is  impol- 
dhlc  to  afeertain  what  it  is— but  their  condud  appears  to  me  limilar 
10  what  it  was  when  they  oppofed  the  former  meafure,  and  1  have 
no  doul)t  hut  their  objed'is  the  fame,,  though  they  purfue  another 
mode  of  accoimlifning  it. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Peters  thought  it  very  hard  that  the  gentleman  Ihould  be  fo  fe- 

verc  on  hini>  as  he  was  not  in  any  former  taoufe.  11/* 

Mr.  Clymer  afiared  the  gentleman  he  had  not  the  leait  aiiuiion  to 

lllTl 

Mr  Peters  did  not  know  who  was  meant,  however  he  fliould  not 
meddle  in  any  perfon’s  affairs,  but  really  he  believed  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Findiev)  had  brought  the  amendment  forward  on  the  befc  principle,  and 
conformablv  with  bis  duty,  tho’  at  the  fame  time,,,  the  motion  might 
have  very  ill  effeas  if  adopted,  and  go  in  a  great  meafure  to  iinhmge 
the  whole  bufmefs.  The  law  we  have  now  under  confideration  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  better  without  this  addition,  and  I  wifh  it  may  be  tnrown 
mit  if  the  gentleman  periiils  in  his  refufal  to  withdraw  it ;  ali  fucii  de¬ 
finitions  and  explanations  as  this,  he  fufpeded  only  tended  to  cmbai- 
rafs  the  Houre,\nd  prevent  that  calm  deliberation,  winch  appeared  at 
the  prefent  moment  effentially  neceiTary  to  preferve  thej^eace  and  nap- 
pinefs  of  the  hate.  I  fhail  fay  nothing  fir  about  the  policy  of  the  for¬ 
mer  law,  but  leave  that  to  the  gentlemen  wdio  were  engaged  in  making 
it  ;  but  this  I  fay  fir,  t'hat  be  it  good  or  bad,  the  faith  of  the  itate  is 
irrevocably  pledged  to  the  Connedicut  claimants,  to  confirm  to  tuem 
all  their  claims  acquired  before  the  decree  of  Trenton. 

The  gentleman  from  Weftmoreland  (Mr.  Findley)  fays  that  the 
petition  on  which  the  law  is  founded,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  law  ; 
if  that  is  fo,  then  I  don't  underhand  the  Englifh  iangiiage— if  the  law 
ufing  the  exprefs  words  ‘‘  agreeably  to  their  petition,’’  and  then  has 
no  referrerxe  to  it,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  their  meaning  can  be* 
The  preamble  of  all  laws,  according  to  the  diredioiis  contained  in  the 
Conhitution,  contain  the  reafons  of  the  law  :  tnis  law  was  pafied  to 
prevent  further  contention  ;  in  doing  which  it  was  deemed  expedient, 
to  grant  the  Connedicut  claimants  their  lands  agreeably  to  the  prayers 
of  their  petition.  If  that  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Houfe,  we  can-  , 
not  help  it,  for  fo  hands  the  law.  The  commifTioners  appointed  under 
the  law,  have  explained  the  law  by  what  was  found  in  the  petition  ; 
in  doing  this,  I  apprehend  they  did  right,  for  the  law  grants  theii 
claims  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  among  thern,  and  thefe 
rules  and  regulations  arc  alluded  to  particularly  in  the  petition.  Thus 
if  there  ever  was  a  neceffity  for  the  law  itfelf — there  is  a  greater  for 
adhering  to  it,  becaufc  it  will  not  only  difpofe  thefe  people  to  be  again 
your  enemies,  but  alfo  you  will  break  that  faith  which  the  hate  of  1  enn- 
fylvania  has  folemnly  pledged  to  the  fettlers  in  that  country. 

The  gentleman  has  told  you  fir  that  the  commifTioners  do  not  agree 
with  each  other  in  their  expofition  of  this  particular  part  of  the  law  ; 
but  this  does  not  comport  with  what  I  havx  heard,  for  in  this  fir  they 
have  agreed  to  explain  the  law  by  the  petition.  Fie  alfo  tells  you  of 
feven  or  eight  fliares  which  have  been  admitted  to  one  perfon.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  fadi  is  fir  that  four  or  five  have  been  advanced  if  not  allowed, 
and  that  feven  or  eight  fliares  have  been  heard  of  by  the  gentleman  and 
Tome  of  his  affociates,  but  they  never  were  put  in;  yet  if  feven,  eight 
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or  twenty  claims  were  derived  from  original  fettlers,  the  exprelTicn  of 
the  law  admits  them  ail  and  it  is  proper  they  fhould,  hecaufe  the  claim 
,  of  the  purchafer  lliouid  be  equally  valuable  with  the  find  fettV-' 

As  for  the  Pennfylvania  claii/ants,  1  think  alfo  ^-mn  the  it;;  as  .veil 
as  fiom  jiihice,  we  are  bound  to  grant  them  a  Juh  compenfation— and 

I  iklf  P  will  no  furtlier  afK,a  the  Pennfylvania  claimants,  than 

I  aheds  the  hate  :  .n  hiort,  the  law  ought  to  be  fullv  complied  with, 
as  It  rdpeds  the  \\yoming  fettlers,  and  full  and  ample  jullice  ouoht 
to  be  Clone  our  fellow  citizens,  who  fuirer  either  a  lo^s  or  diminutioifof 
the  then  property  in  that  country,  in  confequence  of  Hate  neceflitv. 

Mr.  Lollar,  I  obferve  fir  that  it  is  argued,  if  the  Houfe  agree  to 
the  exphmaiion  of  the  term  acquired,  that  we  are  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith  ;  for  my  part  I  am  as  tenacious  of  public  faith  as  any 
perfon,  but  I  cannot  in  this  inftance  fuppofe.  that  there  is  any  o-round 
for  luch  apprehcnfions :  let  me  aflc  the  opponents  of  the  amendnfent  in- 
,  trcduceci  by  the  gentleman  Gom  Weftmoreland,  whether  thefe  Connec¬ 
ticut  claimants,  to  whome  fuch  promiies  were  made,  ever  yet  compli¬ 
ed  with  the  terms  upon  which  the  AOembly  undertook  to  confirm  their 
claims.  I  believe  fir  no  gentleman  can  fay  they  have;  but  there  is  a  fad 
oefore  us  that  may  tend  to  prove  they  have  not  accepted  thofe  terms, 
for  you  find  them  driving  off  your  commilhoncrs,  who  were  particularly' 
attending  to  hear  and  grant  the  claims  they  might  prefeiit.  They  have 
fir  expelled  the  cominiliioners,  nor  do  I  believe  they  dare  at  prefent  re¬ 
turn — Then  I  can’t  fee  how  we  are  bound  to  fupport  a  people,  who  fo 
far  from  complying  on  their  part,  have  behaved  the  very  reveiTe,  there¬ 
fore  I  fhall  be  for  the  amendment ;  tho’  had  they  fulfilled  what  was 
expeded  of  them,  I  would  be  as  clearly  for  fupporting  the  former 
meafures  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor. 

As  for  the  oofercaticn  of  fixing  the  explanation  of  the  law  upon  the 
f^tidon,  I  fhall  only  juft  obferve,  that  If  every  law  was  to  be  o-overned 
by  the  petitions,  it  would  be  an  endlefs  piece  of  wmrk. 

Mr.  Le<Tvis,  ]  his  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  much  importance  ;  the 
more  I  hear  and  the  more  1  think  on  this  fubjedf,  the  more  alarmed  I 
become  for  the  confequences,  and  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  any  alteration  of  the  original  law  ;  for  whether  this  alter¬ 
ation  takes  place  by  a  direeft  claufe  in  the  bill,  or  by  an  explanatory 
one,  I  confider  of  little  moment.  When  our  faith  Hands  pledged  to 
any  perfon  whatfeever,  it  ought  to  be  touched  with  a  fearful  and  trem¬ 
bling  hand.  Jet  the  variation  be  ever  fo  trivial.  It  appears  to  me  now 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  no  confiderable  difficulty  to  explain  the  term  ac¬ 
quired,  even  by  the  conftruaion  which  it  is  meant  to  have. in  the  law. 

It  appears  from  the  petition  on  which  this  law  is  grounded,  that  the 
people  of  Connedicut  were  accu Homed  to  eftablifh  their  townfhips  in 
a  certain  mode  ;  under  this  the  fettlements  had  taken  place  at  Wyo¬ 
ming.  When  the  perfons  came  forward  and  requefted  of  the  Houfe  to 
confirm  their  claims,  this  was  agreed  to  by  the  Legiflature,  and  the 
law  recognized  the  petition,  and  determined  that  their  claims  fhould 

be 
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them  ailudecl 
ave  proceeded 

to  receive  the  claims  of  fuch  of  the  petitioners  and  others,  who  either 
chofe  or  had  time  and  opportunity  to  apply  ;  and  in  doing  this,  they 
have  found  it  neceffary  to  explain  the  law  by  the  petition  ;  this  fir  is 
perfeftly  legal  and  confonant  with  their  duty  ;  for  hr  this  is  not  the 
firil  law  that  has  reference  to  matters  without  itfclf.  The  member 
from  Montgomery  (Mr.  Lollar)  denies  this  explanation  to  be  a  breach 
of  the  public  faith,  becaufe  the  Connedicut  fettlers  have  not  accep¬ 
ted  our  terms,  but  drove  off  the  commiffioners — if  w'e  were  fatis- 
hed  that  they  had  not  accepted  our  terms,  it  would  be  a  foundation 
for  repealing  the  former  ;  yet  I  ffiouid  even  think  they  might  in  that 
cafe  be  entitled  to  further  lenity.  But  has  it  not  been  faid  by  an  ho¬ 
norable  gentleman  the  other  day,  that  there  were  feveral  hundred  of 
militia  there,  on  whom  much  reliance  was  to  be  had,  as  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  large  benefaflion  of  the  frate  ^  If  this  is  fo,  fome  of  them 
mult  have  accepted  the  bounty  of  government  ;  and.mre  thefe  well- 
affeded  men,  who  have  delivered  in  their  claims,  and  fupported  the 
laws  for  fome  time  paft,  to  be  given  up  ?  arc  rights  which  have  been 
admitted,  to  be  wrefted  from  the  holder  by  an  explanation  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  amendment  ?  no  fir  ;  if  but  one  perfon  had  fubmitted  his 
claim,  had  offered  himfelf,  fooner  ought  the  date  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
more  honorable  would  it  be  for  the  Legiflature,  to  fuffer  a  lofs  of  ten 
times  the'  value  of  the  whole  county  of  Luzerne,  than  by  dabbing  its 
public  faith,  fuffer  one  individual  to  complain  of  her  injuftice,  and 
violation  ol  her  facred  engagements.  The  Legiflature  have  a  power 
to  explain  what  (hall  be  the  meaning  of  her  laws  in  future  ;  but  that 
ought  not  to  extend  to  claims  already  prefented.  The  civil  law  fays, 
that  the  judges  may  explain  after  they  have  pronounced  fentence,  but 
the  common  law  of  England,  that  great  and  ineftimable  privilege 
which  both  that  country  and  our  own  enjoys,  admits  no  fuch  thing. 

4  No,  you  fnall  not  by  explanation  trepan  us  into  the  coinmiffion  of 
crimes,  which  at  the  time  of  afting  were  not  defined  as  crimes.  Nor 
while  I  have  ability  will  I  ever  fit  dill,  and  fee  this  valuable  right 
of  my  fellow-citizens  prodrated  either  to  a  judicial  or  legidative  au¬ 
thority.  The  civil  law  dr,  defpotic  as  it  is,  would  not  extend  fo  far 
as  the  ^uedions  before  ^yu_tbis  is  going  a  length  dr  that  would  dif- 
grace  not  only  any  Legidature  in  the  Unite^.*  states,  but  every  govern¬ 
ment  that  has  the  lead  veneration  for  its  reputation  in  the  eyes  of  the 
furrounding  nations. 

I  will  not  point  out  at  prefent  the  lofs  it  will  occafion,  but  fhall  ob- 
jea  to  the  amendment  upon  the  principle  I  have  already  fpoken  of, 
which  I  think  is  a  matter  of  fuch  high  confequence,  as  to  be  fuidcient 
ground  for  the  Houfe  to  decide  not  only  again d  this,  but  every  other 
amendment  which  fhall  have  a  breach  of  public  faith,  either  for  its 
bads  or  its  confequence. 

Mr,  Lol/ar  granted,  that  if  any  had  complied  with  the  art,  they 

ought  ' 
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be  decided  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  among 
to  in  their  petition.  Under  this  law  the  cornniiflioners  h 
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ought  to  be  allowed  their  claims,  but  it  did  not  appear  they  had'. 

Mr.  M^Lene  was  of  oppinion,  that  if  any  ccniideralde  number  had 
become  the  friends  of  Pennfylvania,  in  confequence  of  having  put  in 
their  claims,  they  might  do  without  the  great  number  of  troops  which 
gentlemen  feemed  to  have  adyocated  ;  for  the  gentlemen  would  have  us 
believe  there  are  this  great  number,  but  I  think  they  are  very  few;  for 
on  the  election  for  militia  officers,  you  find  the  fuperior  one  had  but  a 
baer  majority  of  three  votes,  againft  one  of  the  moll:  adive  of  the  in¬ 
cendiaries  ;  and  at  the  eledion  of  inferior  officers,  thofe  perfons  Irave 
put  in  all  Franklin’s  friends ;  this  fncws  the  piilfe  of  thefe  people,  when 
every  man  that  they  choofe  to  any  flation  in  there  power,  are  your 
enemies. 

A  good  deal  has  been  faid  about  the  petition  that  was  prefented  to 
the  former  Houfe  :  I  fappofe  there  was  a  report  alfo  of  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  petition  was  referred  ;  this  report  cannot  now  be  found, 
but  I  believe  there  is  great  difference  between  it  and  the  law  that  was 
brought  in  in  confequence  of  it.  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  how  this 
difference  arofe,  and  as  this  law  has  not  had  the  effed  which  was  in¬ 
tended,  I  infift  upon  it  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe,  and  alfo 
our  duty  to  explain  it, 

Mr  Clymer  could  give  the  gentleman  fatisfadion  as  to  the  difference 
between  the  report  and  the  law ;  the  bill  had  been  brought  in  agreeably 
to  the  report,  but  at  one  of  its  readings  it  was  altered  by  a  vote  of  the 
Houfe,  for  reafons  that  fuggefied  themfelves  to  the  members  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Schott  obferved  one  of  the  gentlemen  had  inferred  from  the 
commiffioners,  having  left  that  country  ;  that  there  were  no  friends 
to  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  in  it,  this  he  apprehended  was  not 
well  founded,  for  to  his  own  knowledge  it  was  the  wifh  of  a  great 
number  of  very  refpedable  perfons  in  that  fettlement,  that  they  fnouid 
remain  and  continue  in  the  exercife  of  their  duties ;  and  fir  the  perfons 
who  rofe  and  drove  of  your  commiffioners,  were  another  fet  of  people 
colleded  by  the  fiiends  of  that  man  (Mr  Franklin)  now  confind  with¬ 
in  yonder  walls ;  their  numbers  however  were  extremely  fmall,  and 
alfof  them  difperfed  the  next  day  ;  they  alfo  made  every  conceiTion 
that  was  in  their  power,  proinifing  to  behave  themfelves  in  future,  and 
pay  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  ftate  ;  and  I  am  weli-dif- 
pofed  to  believe,  that  had  the  commiffioners  returned  into  that  coun¬ 
try,  they  would  never  afterwards  been  molefted  ;  fo  far  as  my  know¬ 
ledge  extends  of  the  difpofitions  of  thofe  people,  they  are  well  fatisned 
of  the  propofals  made  by  the  ftate,  but  I  believe  tliey  would  be  very 
forry  to  find  fuch  an  alteration  as  is  prqpofed  by  the  member  from 
Weftmoreland ;  however  I  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  but  I  hope  gentle¬ 
men  will  confider  ferioufty,  before  they  agree  to  a  vote  that  may  lead 
to  a  breach  of  faith,  which  I  conceive  will  be  the  cafe  if  the  propofed 
amendment  is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Peters  would  only  obferve,  that  the  friends  of  government  in 

tliat  quarter,  for  want  of  being  properly  confolidated,  could  not  per¬ 
haps 
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haps  affemble  to  repel  the  fudden  invafion  of  the  perfons  that  made  ^the 


ou^J-ht  to  do,  it  was  but  a  poor  excufe  for  the  date  to  break  its  faith 
with  them. 

Mr.  Findley,  I  fhould  take  fome  notice  of  what  has  dropt  from  the 
gentleman  from  the  city  (Mr.  C-lymer)  but  that  1  do  not  think  liis  re- 
tleftions  very  material  where  he  charges  fome  perfons  of  corapeiiing 
the  late  law,  by  their  oppofition  to  coercive  meafures.  I  fnall  only  fay 
for  my  own  part,  that  I  have  always  a6fed  conformably  with  the  duty 
I  owe"  my  condituents,  in  doing  that  which  I  judged  moil  proper. 

Mr.  Clymer,  What  I  obferved  did  not  apply  to  that  gentleman  in 
particular,  it  applied  to  the  hidory  of  this  bufinefs  generally ;  for  what 
I  dated,  is  well  known  to  every  member,  who  is  at  all  converfant  in 
the  politics  of  Pennfylvania.  I  fay  every  attempt  that  has  been  made  for 
two  or  three  years  pad  to  fettle  this  difpute,  has  been  uniformly  op« 
pofed  by  a  particular  clafs  of  people  in  this  date,  and  therefore  it  was 
iir  that  the  law  paffed  lad  March,  became  neceffary  ;  and  I  aiTert  again 
fir,  that  that  law  was  a  wife  meafure,  after  the  former  intention  had 
been  defeated — that  it  has  had  good  effeds,  and  will  continue  to  have 
good  effeds  towards  fecuring  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  date, 
while  the  amendment  wdll  have  the  dired  contrary  ed'ed. 

The  quedion,  will  the  Houfe  adopt  Mr.  Findley's  motion  ?  being 
put,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  are  as  follows,  viz. 

YEAS.  Meffrs.  Lo^an,  Wynkoopy  Chapmaiiy  Uppy  Ralfony  Moony 
honjjrey y  Hubleyy  Clemfony  Erby  HopkmSy  JV,  Mitchdly  Lilly,  Reed, 

Clingan,  D.  Mitchell,  Beale,  Kennedy,  Oliver,  f.  Heifer,  Q,  Hefer, 

Davis,  Sands,  Kreemer,  Hrexler,  jun.  Burkhalter,  Piper,  White,  Findley , 

Barr,  Irvine,  Dovuell ,  M^Calmont,  W right,  Flenneken,  Phillips, 

Gilchrijl,  MHene,  Riffe,  Lollar,  Rittenhoufe,  Richards,  MiLy,  Clark, 

Davifon, — 45 . 

NAYS.  Medrs.  Clymer,  Fitzjlmons,  Hiltzheimer,  Levsis,  Will,  Sal¬ 
ter,  Peters,  Foulke,  Phomas,  Evans,  Willing,  Whelen,  Work,  M.'" Lellan , 

^  Schott. — 15, 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  confidcraticn  of  the  faid  bill  be  pod-  ' 

poned.  And  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  half  pad  nine,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  November  23,  17S7,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  1,  on  the  petition  of  Mary 
Bioren,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  having  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  bill,  entitled, 

a  fupplemerit  to  an  acd  entitled  an  aft  for  afeertaining  and  confirm¬ 
ing  to  certain  perfons  called  Connefticut  claimants,  the  lands  by  them 
claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  there- 

Z  in 


attack  on  the  commiiiioners ;  tar  be  it  irom  nim  to  acwnu  me  gui-M  v  , 
but  he  thought  fome  extenuation  might  be  offered — but  tlinugli  thek 
men  did  not  incline  to  eive  frovernment  the  lull  fupport  which  tnev 
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in  mentioned” — Mr.  Fit/fimons  prefented  to  the  chair  a  petition  front 
divers  owners  of  land  witlnn  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  a  letter  from 
'rimothy  Tickcring,  efq;  one  of  the  commiiTioners  appointed  under 
the  aforefaid  atd,  which  being  read, 

Mr.  FeUrs  moved  for  tlie  pohpenement  of  the  claufe  before  the 
Hoiife,  in  order  to  reconfider  the  explanatory  claufe  introduced  la!t 
night  by  Mr.  Findley,  and  adopted  by  the  Houfe  ;  he  apprehended 
the  mifehievous  tendency  of  that  claufc,  wculd  go  fo  far  as  to  unhinge 
the  whole  bufinefs. 

Some  converfation  arofe  on  this  fubjeCi,  but  as  information  was  the 
objeft  of  the  members,  it  was  agreed  to  alter  the  motion  for  a  poft- 
ponement,  in  order  to  introduce  the  commilfioners  who  had  been  ap- 
j-sointed  to  execute  the;- law  pad  laft  March,  for  quieting  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  claimants ;  and,  it  w^as  iiids^ed  unneceiTary  to  contend  now  fof 
that  conhderation,  bpeaufe  when  the  Houfe  were  better  informed,  it 
mightibe  their  unanimous  wiOi  to  throw  out  the  claufe.  A  further 
conferrence  took  place  on  eilablifliing  the  mode  of  hearing  the  Com-* 
rnillioners,  which  being  adjuited  to  the  fatisfaHion  of  the  Houfe,  CoL 
I'ickering,  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Col.  Bailiot  were  introduced. 

(Ml.  Fichring,  at  the  requeif  of  the  Speaker,  gave  a  relation  of  faH^ 
and  opinions,  fo  far  as  cenneCted  with  the  prefent  bill  ;  in  which  he 
was  corroborated  by  Col.  Balliott  and  Mr.  Montgomery.  ^ 

After  which  they  had  leave  to  retire,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  until 
half  pail  nine  to-morrow,  A.  M. 

SatuPvDay,  November  24,  1787,  A.  M. 


'^rhe  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Petitions  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Cheftcr 
were  read,  praying  that  certificates  for  the  debts  ‘due  from  this  Hate, 
may  be  received  in  difeharge  of  mortgages  given  for  money  received 
from  the  loan -office.  -  (Jrdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  Hate  of  Virginia 
was  read,  inclofing  the  following  refolutions  of  the  Legiflaturc  ot  that 


ibitc,  VIZ. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  Thurfday,  OHober  25,  1787* 

Refolved  uiianimoufly,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Falderal  Con¬ 
vention,  as  tranfmitted  to  the  General  Anembly,  through  the  medium 
<TConrrcfs,  be  fubmitted  to  a  Convention  of  the  people,  for  their  full 
and  free  invdligaiion  and  dilcniiion. 

Refolved,  That  every  citizen,  being  a  freeholder  in  this  Common¬ 
wealth,  be  eligible  to  a  feat  in  the  Convention,  and  that  the  people 
therefore  be  not  rellrained  in  their  choice  of  delegates  by  any  of  thofe 
kioal  or  conhitutional  rellriTions,  which  confine  them  in  their  choke 
of  rneinbers  to  the  l.cgifiature. 

]\efolved,  I'hat  it  be  recommended  to  each  county  to  eleT  two  de- 
le':>-ates,  and  to  each  city,  to^vn,  or  corporation  entitled,  or  who  may 
laf entitled  by  law,  to  reprefentatlon  in  the  Legiflature,  to  cleft  one 
delegate  to  faid  Convention. 

^  Refolved, 
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■Refolved,  That  the  qualiiications  of  ele6lors  be  the  fame  as  thof. 

'^^ReMved^That  the  elcaions  for  delegates  as  aforcfaid,  be  heid  at 
the  ufual  places  appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  eletlions  for  e  ega  -s 
to  the  cFeneral  Alfembly,  and  that  the  fame  be  condntted  by  the  of¬ 
ficers,  who  condua  the  eledions  of  delegates,  and  conformaoly  to  toe 

Refolved,  That  the  efoaions  of  delegates  be  held  m  thc^monLh  o 
March  next,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  court  to  be  f 

city,  or  corporation  refpeftively  ;  and  that  the  perfons  fo  choien,  a- 
femble  in  the  ftate-houfe,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  rourtn  Mon- 

‘’'Refofi’  d’hat  two  tlioufand  copies  of  thefe  refolutions  be  forth¬ 
with  Di-inted  and  diftribated  by  the  members  of  tee  General  Aifembly, 
among  their  conftituents,  and  that  the  execumre  tranfmit  a  copy  ot 
them  to  Congrefs,  and  to  the  Legiilature  and  Executive  of  the  relpec- 

tiveftates.  JOHN  BECKLEY, 'elk.  H.  D.  ^ 

A  memorial  from  Col.  Francis'  Mentges  was  read,  ftating  that  in 
confequence  of  his  appointment  as  infpeaor-general  of  the  inihtia  0( 
^this  Commonwealth,  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  .e  incuiie 
confiderable  expence,  for  which  he  hatk  not  received  any  compenfa- 
tion,  and  requefting  fuch  recompence  may  be  granted  as  will  enaole 

him  further  to  purfue  the  duties  of  his  appointment. 

'  Ordered  to  lie  on  tl\e  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled 

an  a61  to  encreafe  the  duties  of  excifeupon  wine  and  upon  rum,  bran¬ 
dy  and  other  fpirits,”  which  was  read  the  firft  time,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  confederation  of  the  Wyoming  bill,  when 
it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  reconf  der  the  claufe  introduced  by  Mr. 
Findley  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  on  lall  Thurfday  afternoon. 

Mr.'  Wynkoop  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  claufe,  but  fince  he  had 
heard  the  examination  of  the  Commiffoners,  he  was  convinced  of  its 
impropriety,  and  therefore  Ihould  agree  to  reconf  der. 

Mr.  Lenjois  told  the  gentlemen  that  the  amendment  would^  admit 
many  more  claims  than  the  former  law,  for  here  are  admitted  ail  actu¬ 
al  fettlers  without  reftritdion  as  to  rules  and  regulations  then  among 
them,  but  the  bare  occupancy  without  purchafe,  and  that  not  confined 
to  the  county  of  Luzerne,  was  fufficient  to  entitle  aperfon  to  300  acres, 
whether  his  claim  was  for  more  or  lefs.  Moreover,  the  term  legal 
reprefentatives  was  a  term  known  in  law  which  excluded  purchafers, 
and  this  he  apprehended  was  more  than  gentlemen  intended  by  their 
reftridion. 

Mr.  Fmdley  granted  the  claufe  might  not  be  well  drawn  up,  but  the 
intention  was  well  underftood  by  the  Houfe  ;  he  was  forty  it  had  not 
been  pof  poned  on  Thurfday  evening,  when  it  might  have  given  time 

for 
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for  amendment ;  but  he  was  agamil  reconlidering,  as  it  appeared  to 
him  a  iten  toward  getting  rid  of  the  claufe  altogether,  and  he  v/as  well 
convinced  iometlnng  of  the  kind  was  necefl’ary  :  and  led  gentlemen 
niight  a|:'pre!]end  a  iurther  diliurbance  in  that  quarter  by  the  operation 
of  his  amendment,  he  now  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in  e.n 
aoditional  claufe,  to  conhrni  to  each  half-fhare  man  200  acres — he  un- 
deritood  their  numbers  were  about  250.  his  land  would  not  colt  fo 
much  as  the  troops  that  they  were  about  to  order,  but  would  fupercede 
the  neceifity  of  fending  any  :  the  intention  of  the  former  law  was  to 
<]uiet  the  fettlement,  and  he  thought  this  extenfion  would  be  the  readi¬ 
ed  ivay  to  accoinplifh  it. 

Mr.  £‘it?',j-i!nohs  hoped  the  Floufe  would  agree  to  reconfidcr,  but  on 
putting  the  qiieltion,  it  appeared  to  be  iod,  and  as  forne  apprehenfen 
was  exprelTed  that  the  members  were  not  aware  of  the  motion,  the 
speaker  ftated  the  ouedien  a  fecond  time,  will  the  Heufe  agree  to 
recondder  Mr.  findley’s  claufe  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  are 
as  follow,  viz. 

YEAS.  MelTrs.  Clymer y  Fiizfmons ,  Hilixheimer y  LenjoiSy  Willy  Sal¬ 
ter  y  R.oh:7:fony  Logan y  Refers y  Wy?/koopy  Chapman  y  Fonikey  Uppy  Ralfafiy 
Thomas y  EnjanSy  Willing y  Wheleny  Hublejy  Worky  FFLcllariy  Trexlery 
Burkhaltery  Rijfey  Lollavy  Richards y  Schott, — 27. 

NAYS.  MeiTrs.  Moore y  Lilley,  Clemfiny  Erie,  Hopkins y  W,  Mitchelly 
Ldley  y  Reedy  Clin gtoany  D,  Mitchell,  Beale,  Oli'^J€r,J ,  Heijier,  G.  Heifer, 
Davis y  Sands,  Piper,  k/foite,  Lindiey,  Barry  Irvine y  LP Dovuell,  AUrJ  o?!, 
Wright y  I lenneken.  Philips ,  Qilchrf,  MMcne,  F'PCalmont,  Pdttenhciije , 
Mily,  Clarke y  Davijon. — 33. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Findley  now  propofed  a  claufe  enabling  the  commiflioners  and 
board  of  property  to  award  200  acres  to  every  half-fnare  man  that  is 
found  on  the  lettlement ;  and  this  he  looked  upon  as  an  effedual  way 
to  quiet  the  didurbances. 

Mr.  kobinfon  objected,  becaufe  the  men  not  only  did  not  deferve 
the  gratuity  of  the  date,  being  fent  there  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
oppofmg  the  government  of  the  date,  but  it  was  alfo  contravening  the 
principle  of  parfimony,  which  induced  the  Eloufe  to  adopt  the  former 
claufe  prefented  by  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  Peters  begged  the  Eloufe  to  view  the  gentleman  who  had  pro- 
pofed  the  claufe  :  did  he  recoikdf  his  arguments  of  lad  Thurfday  ? 
could  he  have  forgot,  or  did  he  think  the  Eloufe  had  forget  what  had 
been  urged  to  fave  the  public  lands  from  being  given  away  to  thofe 
who  had  no  claims  ?  He  folicited  the  gentleman  at  lead  to  fave  the 
appearances  of  confidency. 

Mr.  tindhy  contended  that  this  claufe  was  founded  upon  the  fame 
political  ceconorny  as  the  former  law  ;  and  granting  lands  to  thefe 
perfons  would  fupercede  the  neceiTity  of  fending  troops  at  all  into  that 
fettlement. 

Alter  forne  further  converi?;tion,  it  was  agreed  to  refer  this  amend¬ 


ment  to  a  Committee. 


The 


^Pennsylvania. 

The  bill  was  again  poflponed,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Monday 
afternoon. 

<  Monday,  November  26, 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment.  ^  tt  r  r 

A  memorial  from  William  Moore,  Efq.  read  in  the  late  Houle  01 

AiTemblv  March  zTth  lad,  was  prefented  to  the  chair,  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

A  petition  from  Thomas  Johnfton,  late  a  foldier  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  was  read,  letting  forth  that  he  hath  loll  the  certificate 
piven  him,  teftifying  his  fervices  during  the  war,  whereby  he  is  pre¬ 
cluded  from  receiving  his  pay  and  other  dues,  and  praying  tnis  rfoule 
to  grant  him  relief  in  the  premifes ;  and  on  motion  and  by  fpecia,  or- 

der,  the  fame  was  read  the  iecond  time.  ^  •  1  xt  u 

Ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  Novembei 

1,  on  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Kulil  and  others.  t  t,  -d* 

A  petition  from  Mofes  Read  was  read,  fetting  forth  that  John  ri¬ 
per,  Efq.  deponted  with  him  a  fum  of  Continental  money,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  engaging  cattle  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ; 
that  he  procured  twenty^iive  head  of  cattle,  which  with  his  own  ex- 
pences,  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  pounds  more  than  he  received  ; 
that  he  has  repeatedly  applied  to  the  comptroller-general  and  otners 
for  a  fettlement  of  his  accounts  without  effeft,  therefore  praying  this 
Houfe  to  grant  him  relief  in  the  premifes ;  and  on  motion  and  by 
fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time  : 

Ordered  that  it  be  referred  to  the  lad  named  Committee  to  report 

thereon.  ^  1  i*  •  1  j 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  reported  a  bill  entitled, 

a  fupplement  to  an  aft  entitled  an  aft  to  enforce  the  due  colleftion 
and  payment  of  taxes  within  this  Commonwealth,  which  was  read  the 
hill  time,  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  an  ad  to  encourage  the  duties  of  excife  upon 
wine,  and  upon  rum,  brandy,  and  other  fpirits,  was  read  the  fecond 

time. 

Ordered  that  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 
Adjourned  until  three  o’clock,  ?.  M. 

Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

The  bill  entitled  an  additional  fupplement  to  an  entitled  an  ad 
for  the  regulation  of  the  militia  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,”  was  read  the  fecond  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poftponed. 

The  bill  entitled  ‘‘  a  fupplement  to  the  entitled  an  ad  to  enforce 
the  due  colleflion  and  payment  of  taxes  within  this  Commonwealth,” 
was  read  the  fecond  time. 

Ordered  that  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  poflponed. 

The  bill  entitled  ‘‘  an  aft  to  incorporate  the  fociety  for  propagating 
the  gofpel  among  the  Heathen,  formed  by  the  members  of  the  Epifeo- 

pal 
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pal  ^urch  of  the  United  Brethren  or  Unitas  Fratrum,"  was  read 
the  lecond  time  and  debated  by  paragraphs. 

Oidered  that  it  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed  for  pub¬ 
lic  confiacration.  ^ 

Adjourned  until  half  pad  nine  o  clock  to-morrow,  A.  M. 

^  ^  Tuesday,  November  27,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Iloufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  Robert  laylor,  read  in  a  former  Houfe  of  AfTem- 
bij'-  March  28,  1785,  was  prelcnted  to  the  chair,  read  and 

.  .  _  .  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  from  divers  citizens  of  Pennfylvania  was  read,  prayin*^ 
an  adt  may  be  paffed,  authorizing  the  officers  of  the  land-office  to  tranf- 
ier  vvarrants  for  lands  from  one  county  to  another,  or  to  return  the 
monies  paid  on  fuch  warrants  where  no  land  is  found,  and  that  the 
Receiver- General  may  be  empowered  to  transfer  the  monies  overpaid, 
on  the  account  of  one  trad  of  land,  to  the  credit  of  another,  which 
may  happen  to  be  deficient. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  read  November  21,  on  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Weflmoreland,  was  read  the  fecond  time. 
Ordered,  that  the  further  confderation  thereof  be  poflponed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and-  feconded  by  Mr.  Clymer, 
to  refume  the  further  confideration  of  the  bill  entitled,  “  a  fupplement 
to  an  ad  entitled  an  ad  for  afeertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  per- 
fons  called  Connedicut  claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within 
the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned” — in 
order  to  reconfider  the  additional  claufe  propofed  by  Mr.  Findley  and 
adopted  by  the  Houfe  on  Tf  hurfday  laft  ;  and  on  the  queflion,  njoill  the 
Houfe  agree  to  the  fame  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  until  half  pad  nine  o’clock  to-morrow,  A.  M. 

Wednesday,  November  28,  1787,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  Patrick  Sullivan,  late  a  foldier  in  the  fecond  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  line  of  this  date,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  was 
read,  praying  he  may  be  entitled  to  his  proportion  of  the  donation 
lands  allotted  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  faid  line. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Johndon,  November  26,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  19,  on  the  petition  of  John 
Penn,  jun,  and  John  Penn,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  15,  on  the  petition  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wayjie  and  Derry  townfiiips,  in  the  county 
pf  Cumberland,  ma^de  report,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The 


if  PeNNS-^LVANlA. 

Tilt-  Houfe  iiavin?  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  bill  entitled, 

..  an  addWonal  fuppLent  to  the  aas  for  the  regulation  of  the  miht  a 
of  th»  Common  wealth  of  Pennfylvania,’  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
feconded  br  Mr.  Will,  iv/ert  the  foll^f>ng  pttragroj’h.  ^ 

And  ^whereas  federal  of  the  free  men  of  the  aty  oj  Philudiifh  . ,  • 

ww  to  render  themfekoes  at  nfful  to  their  country  >n  the  charaaer  ojn 
litia  as  p'jfble,  have ’voluntarny  ajfoctated  and  formed  them fe  •vet  ■ 

troop  of  I, ght  dragoons,  and  are  dftrous  of  being  author, fed  and  eflabl, fed 

‘‘’’’puit  Ihenfore  enaaei,  and  it  is  hereby  enafed  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid  That  in  addition  to  the  troop  of  militia  light  aragoons  for  the  f aid  cUy. 
formed  by  nsoknteer  affociation  of  the  freemen  oflhejaid  cty  ( 
thofeperjons  avho  haeve  already  aooluntarily  njfociated  and  filmed  hemje 
as  afirefaid)  to  confift  of  one  captain,  one  fi.Jl-Uentenant,  one  ficond-l.eute- 
nant,  one  'cornet,  four  ferjeants,  four  corporals,  one  farrier,  one  trumfete, 
and  ftxty-eirht. privates— ^vhich  faid  additional  troop  Jhall  be  under 
Hie  rule's  and  regulations  avith  the  other  militia  troops  of  tight  dragoons  nvith- 
in  this  Commonvjealth,  and  the  officers  of  the  f aid  corps  Jh all  he  according y 
and  in  the  Hie  manner  commffiomd  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

And  on  the  queftion,  will  the  Houfe  adopt  the  fame,  the  yeas  anil 
nays  were  called  by  Mr.  M‘Lene  and  Mr.  Beale,  and  are  as  iollows, 

YEAS.  Melfrs.  Clymer,  Fitzfimons,  Hiltzheimer,  Lewis,  Will,  Robtn- 
fon,  iun.  Sailer,  Peters,  Wynhop,  Chapman,  Foulke,  Upp,  Raldon,  Moore , 
'Thomas,  Fvans,  Willing,  Lowrcy,  Hubley,  Worf  Clemfin,  Erb,  Hop¬ 
kins,  M’Leltan,  Lilly,  Clingan,  D.  Mitchell,  J.  Heifer,  C.  Hefer. 
Kreemer,  Trexler,  ]un.  Burkhalter,  Piper,  White,  Irvine,  Wright,  Ctl- 

ehrli,M‘Calmont,Riffs,Lollar,PJttenhoufe,  Clark,  Schott.  43-  . 

IMAYS.  Meffrs.  Logan,  W.  Mitchell,  Reed,  Beale,  Oliver,  Davis, 
Sands,  Barr,  McDowell,  All f on,  Phillips,  M‘Lene,  Miley  Davifon.  14. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  faid  bill,  toget  let 
with  the  ffiveral  additional  claufes  having  been  fully  debated  by  para- 

^  Ordered  that  the  fame  be  tranferibed,  and  in  the  mean  time  printed 
for  public  confideration. 

The  ComnTttee,  to  whom  was  referred  November  24,  the  addition¬ 
al  ciaufe  propofed  by  Mr.  Findley,  and  the  ninth  feaion  of  the  bilj 
entitled  “  a  Yupplemcnt  to  an  ad  entitled  an  ad  for  afeertammg  and 
confirming  to  certain  perfons  called  Connedicut  claimants,  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofea 
therein  mentioned,  together  with  tlie  amendment  propofed  by  Mr. 
Peters,  made  report,  whereupon  the  Houfe  re  fumed  the  confideration 
of  the  faid  hill/ and  having  fully  debated  the  aforefaid  ciaufe  of  Mr. 

Findley,  viz.  ^  .  •  1  ♦  ir  /r 

And  whereas  it  hath  become  expedient  to  quiet  in  their  poiieuions 

not  only  thole  who  were  aduaK  fcttlers  upon  lands  in  the  county  of 

Luzerne  aforefaid,  before  the  timeof  the  decree  of  the  court  of  Tren¬ 
ton, 


ton  but  fuch  alfo  as  have  at  any  time  fince  feated  themfelves  upon 
thofe  lands  and  improved  the  fame,  and  who  are  now  refident  thwe- 
upon,  Should  upon  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  renunciation 
herein  before  prefcribed,  and  demeanning  themfelves  as  good  citizens, 

have  the  lands  upon  which  they  have  fo  improved  and  become  refident, 
iGcured  to  them  m  like  manner. 

Therefore  be  it  further  enaaed  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  all 
and  every  perfon  adually  refident  within  the  faid  countv  of  Luzerne 
of  palling  this  aa,  who  is  feated  upon  lands  impro^^ed  and 
held  by  him,  and  upon  which  he  hath  ereaed  a  dwell ing-houfe,  hiall 
have,  and  he  is  hereby  deeJared  to  have  the  fame  confirmed  to  him,  his 
heirs  and  afiigns  forever,  fubjeeS:  to  the  like  limitation  for  makino-  their 
refpeaive  claims,  as  is  liereinafter  provided  ;  and  the  Commiilioners 
who  are  or  may  be  appointed  to  receive  claims,  fliall  in  like  manner 
proceed  to  receive,  enquire  into,  examine  witneffes  on  oath,  and  deter¬ 
mine  upon  every  fuch  claim,  caufe  the  fame  to  be  furveyed  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  party  within  fome  one  of  the  eighteen  towns,  and  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  faid  halr-fhares  have  been  already  furveyed  and  allotted  ; 
provided  they  do  not  exceed  200  acres  to  each  lot  or  half-fhare,  and 
the  return  of  tiie  fame  Ihall  be  made  to  tne  Supreme  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil,  w^ho  Ihall  grant  patents  therefor,  in  like  manner  as  is  direded  by 
the  acc  to  which  this  is  a  fupplement. 

Provided  alv/ays.  That  no  perfon  fo  occuDying  and  claiming,  fhali 
receive  any  benefit  from  this  aft,  unlefs  he  take  and  fubferibe  the  oaths 
herein  before  direded,  within  the  time  prefcribed. 

On  the  quefiion,  ‘will  the  Houfc  adopt  the  Ja?n.e  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  calLd  by  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  i^indley,  and  are  as  follow,  vdz, 

YEAS.  Meffrs.  Logan,  Ralfton,  Moore,  IV,  Mitchell,  Reed,  Riper, 
Findley,  Barr,  M^Do^wcll,  Allijon,  Wright,  Flenneken,  Fhillits,  GiU 
chrifi,  MMene,  M'‘Calmont,  Miley,  Schott.  — 18. 

NAYS.  MelTrs.  Clymer,  Fi/z^mons,  Hiltdoeimer ,  Le^wis ,  IVill,  Rohin- 
fon,  Salter,  1  etej'S,  Wynkoop,  Ghapman,  Upp,  F on  Ike,  Fhomas,  E^vans, 
Willing,  Whelen,  Lonxorey,  lluhly.  Work,  Clcmfon,  Erb,  Hopkins, 
Mdellan,  Lilly,  Cli?igan,  D,  Alitchell,  Beale,  Oliajer,  y,  Heijicr, 
G,  Heifier,  Davis,  Sands,  Kreemer,  Trexler,  Burkhaltery  White,  Irvine, 
Riffe,Lollar,  Rittenhoufe,  Clark,  Davifon, — 45. 

Adjourned  until  three  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Iloufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  bill  entitled  an  ad 
to  veil  in  Richard  Wells  and  John  ClilFord  the  lhare  or  portion  of  the 
fhip  Anna,  lately  forfeited  to  the  fate  ;  and  on  the  quefiion,  voill  the 
Horye  adopt  the  fame  by  paragraphs  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  entitled  “  an  ad  to  vefi  in  the  Suprenie  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  of  this  fiate,  a  power  to  vefi  or  remit  either  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
any  forfeiture  or  forfeitures  accrued  to  the  fiate  under  the  laws  for  the 
regulation  of  trade,  was  read  the  fecond  time  \  whereupon,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Lewis,  Ordered, 


of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered  that  the  further  confideration  thereof  be  pollponcd. 

Adjourned  until  half  paft  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  November  29,  1787,  A.  M. 

TheHoufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Findley  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  claufe  which  he  had  the 
other  day  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  Wyoming  bill,  and  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Houfe,  might  tend  to  encreafe  the  difpofition  of  the 
people  in  that  country  to  oppofe  to  the  authority  of  the  hate ;  and 
moreover  he  had  learned  that  the  word  legal  reprefentatives,  had  a 
reftriaion  which  he  never  intended.  On  thefe  accounts  he  wifhed  the 
claufe  might  be  reconfidered,  if  it  was  only  for  the  purpofe  of  inferting 
heirs  and  alfigns  in  lieu  of  legal  reprefentatives. 

Mr.  Clymer.  It  is  well  known  that  I  was  an  enemy  altogether  to 
the  introduaion  of  that  claufe  ;  but  fmee  it  has  paffed  the  Houfe,  and 
I  find  a  difpofition  to  make  fuch  reftriaion,  I  fhall  give  my  confent  to 
have  it  made  as  perfea  as  pofTible,  that  fo  we  may  not  defeat  our 
own  purpofes, 

Mr.  Fiizjimons  would  alfo  agree  to  the  reconfideration  on  the  fame 
principles,  but  would  be  much  better  pleafed  to  have  the  claufe  Itruck 
out  altogether. 

Mr.  Lenvis  thought  that  arguments  fufficient  had  already  been  urged 
to  induce  the  Houfe  to  make  the  alteration  now  intended  ;  for  his 
part  he  had  faid  all  that  occurred  to  him  to  imprefs  the  Houfe  with 
the  impropriety  of  the  whole  claufe,  as  well  as  the  particular  part  now 
alluded  to  ;  but  as  they  had  decided  in  favour  of  it,  he  had  very  little 
expetoion  that  they  would  be  now  induced  to  refeind  their  former 
refolution. 

The  queftion  was  now  put,  will  the  Houfe  agree  to  take  up  the 
Wyoming  bill,  in  order  to  reconfider  Mr.  Findley’s  claufe?  when  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  M^Lene  now  propofed  the  following  refolution,  and  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Peters : 

Refolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorifed  and  required  to  diredl  the  fecretary  of  the  land-office 
to  iffue  a  grant  or  grants  to  fuch  Pennfylvania  claimant  who  hath  or 
may  be  divefted  of  his  land  in  the  county  of  Luzerne  by  the  operation 
of  the  Wyoming  ad—- which  grant  fhall  give  fuch  claimant  or 
claimants  the  right  to  take  up  and  fettle  upon  a  quantity  of  land 
in  any  part  of  the  refidue  of  the  donation  lands  not  already  appropria^ 
ted  ;  provided  the  quantity  of  land  fo  granted  do  not  exceed  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  land  which  fuch  perfon  or  perfoiis  have  been  or  may  be  divefted 
of  as  aforefaid  ;  which  land  fo  granted  and  accepted  of,  fhall  be  a  com-' 
penfation  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  Ihall 
hereafter  be  determined. 

Wherefor-e  the  following  defultory  converfatlon  arofe  : 

Mr.  Clymer  thought  the  perfons  alluded  to,^  could  derive  no  imme¬ 
diate  advantage  from  the  refolution,  and  that  it  w’ould  be  better  to 

A  2  grant 
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'.  property  ci  the  hate  by  law  agreeably  to  the  corxhitatiori- 

Air.  Piit-rs's  humanity  was  what  dictated  this  meafure  to  him  :  he 
had  learned  ipxn  where  feyerai  poor  perlbns  dirpofed  of  all  their  pro¬ 
perty  by  the  late  law — and  mere  ccrapaffion  to  ourcitizens/whofe  rights 
had  been  transterred  to  the  people  ol  Connecticut,  was  his  foie  induee- 
ment  to  fupport  the  meafure. 

iVlr.  bitzfimo72s  deemed  it  imprudent  to  make  any  grant  by  refolu- 
ticn — it  ought  to  be  done  bylaw. 

Mr.  M^Lene  had  hefitated  in  oidering  tliis  reiblution,  becaufe  he 
knew  tjiere  was  an  impropriety  in  giving  lands  by  refoluticn  ;  but  hu¬ 
manity  to  the  i^eople  induced  him  to  propofe  this  mode,  and  there  was 
aho  a  precedent  v\here  lands  were  granted  to  certain  perfons  on  a  fome- 
what  fimilar  occahon  by  refolution.  If  the  Houfe  was  difpofed  to  ex¬ 
tend  relief  to  thefe  perfons,  he  thought  they  were  jufiihabie. 

Mr.  Lt‘--Lvi<i  did  not  know  precilely  what  was -the  practice  of  the 
Houfe  on  fuch  occaf.ons,  ])ut  he  was  of  opinion  the  poor  perfons  allu¬ 
ded  to,  well  deferved  all  the  benevolence  and  iridu Hence  of-  the  Legif- 


iuiure. 


'  Mr.  Findley  would  be  willing  to  do  every  thing  for  tbeie  people, 
and  ho  knew  that  it  was  rieceiTary  to  do  it  early,  becaufe  if  the  Houfe 
are  difpofed  to  make  them  grants,  the  people  ought  to  know  it,  that 
they  might  go  and  reconnoitre  the  country  during  the  winter  feafon, 
ih.at  they  might  be  enabled  to  move  in  the  fpring. 

Mr.  Rcbi.nfon,  though  he  thought  thefe  people  deferving  the  atten¬ 
tion  oi  the  irioiife,  yet  he  was  oppofed  to  giving  away  lands  by  a  re¬ 
folution,  becaufe  it  was  unconftirutional,  and  the  late  Council  of  Cen- 
fors  had  reprobated  it.  He  believed  the  precedent  alluded  to  by  the 
member  from  Franklin,  had  taken  place  before  the  meeting  of  that 
bodv,  lint  hnee  that,  nothing  of  the  kind  Iiad  been  attemoted. 

Mr.  L  oppofed  the  refoluticn  upon  fimilar  principles,  and 
thought  as  the  Houfe  meant  to  meet  again  at  an  early  period,  this  bu¬ 
ll  nels  might  be  done  without  an  infringement  of  tl'.e  conuitution,  and 
time  enough  to  <accomniodate  the  poor  perfons  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Clytner  not  know  who  the  people  were  that  are  fa-id  to  be 
dlfpodehed  of  their  land  ;  no  deeificn  had  yet  been  made  by  the  com- 
iniffioners,  and  confequentlv  no  rennfylvania  claimant  who  was  in  pof- 
fefijon,  had  yet  beem  turned  out ;  when  tliat  was  the  cafe,  thefe  people 
liave  it  in  their  power,  under  the  law  pahccl  lad  Pvlarch,  to  accept  a 
coinpenfation  in  lands  where  tliey  plcafe,  fo  that  they  may  go  this 
fall  and  fee  v-diere  to  remove  to,  il  they  are  in  a  great  degree  certain 
that  fiicy  mud  lofe  their  prefent  fettlement ;  commifnoners  and  Jand- 
oflieers  are  already  enabled  to  award  them  a  oompenfation  of  that  kind.. 

Mr.  Rohinjon  was  al(o  clear  that  the  law  of  March  provided  all  the 
remedy  that  vuis  intended  by  this  refolution. 

IV) r.  Friers  cxprtiTed  a  wifb  for  altering  the  refolution  fo  as  to  make 
thiC  hi’w  of  more  rininediate  edeCt,  as  he  was  pretty  certare  many  of  the 
people  in  diat  country  w-erc  without  place  to  Ihdtcr  themfelvcs. 

Cn 
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On  the  queftion,  will  the  Houfc  agree  to  the  rcfolution  ?  the  vcas 
and  navs  were  called  by  Mr.  M'Lene  and  Mr.  Peters,  and  arc  as  lol- 

YEAS.  Mefirs.  Peters,  M<yore,  JVhelcn,  W,  Miicljell,  Lefjky, 
Davis,  Kreemer,  Piper,  White,  Pindley,  Barr,  Irvine,  h^Darivc.., 


fier.  Sands,  9  nxler,  Burkhalier,  Plenneken,  Gilchriji,  Lollar,  Clarke, 
Davifon, — ^f). 

So  it  was  dstcrmin'ed  m  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  ;nads  by  Mr.  M‘Lene  and  Mr.  M'Calmont,  in 
the  words  following,  viz. 

Refolvei,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Iloufe,  that  ad  procceuings^ 
of  the  CommijJioners  appointed  to  carry  into  ef  'etl  “  the  adt  entitled  an  acl 
for  afeertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  perfons  called  Conncdicut 
claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  in  the  comity  of  Luzerne,  and 
for  other  purp '>fes  therein  mentioned,  Jhall  ccaje  ana  determine ,  utnd 
this  Houfe  Jhall  take  further  order  therein. 

The  previous  queflion  being  then  called  by  Mr.  Roblnfon,  Mr. 
Thomas  and  fome  others,  yW  Jhall  the  main  mejiion  he  novo  put  d 

It  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Lillar  appointed  to  collect  the  fines  from  the  members  abfent, 
'prefent^d  to  the  chair  a  receipt  from  the  treafurer  of  the  Pennfylvania 
Hof  ’ital  for  fix-pounds  twelve  (hillings  and  fixpence,  being  the  amount 
of  fines  by  him  colle^led  this  prefent  feflion. 

The  Committee  appointed  November  20,  on  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland,  V/afhing- 
ton,  and  Faycttee,  made  report,  which  was  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  read  yefterday  on  the  petition  of  TIio* 
mas  Johnfton,  was  read  the  fecond  time,  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Committee  of  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  ot 
Thomas  Johnfton,  a  negro,  formerly  a  foidier  in  the  American  army, 
have  examined  his  claim,  and  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  Eloufc 
of  Aflembly  cannot  grant  the  relief  he  prays  for. 

Therefore  all  your  Committee  can  do,  is  to  recommend  him  as  a 
•proper  objed  of  charity,  on  account  of  his  poverty  and  old  age. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  read  November  23,  on  the  petition  of 
Mary  .Bioren,  was  read  the  fecond  time,  whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  Mary  Bioren  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  read  yefterday  on  the  petition  of  John 
Venn,  jun.  and  John  Penn,  *Efq.  was  read  the  fecond  time,  whereupon 

Refolved,  That  John  Penn,  jun.  and  John  Penn,  Efq.  have  leave 
.  to  bring  in  a  . bill  to  be  pafted  into  a  law,  for  the  purpofe  of  confirm¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  them  their  Tenths  or  Manors,  and  private  eftates,  and  for 
plaining  an  aft  entitled  an  aft  for  vefting  the  eftates  of  the  late  pro¬ 
prietaries  of  Pennlylvania  in  this  Commonwealth,”  fo  far  as  concerns 
the  faid  Tenths  or  Manors  and  private  eftates. 

The  Committee  of  accounts  made  report,  which  was  read,  and  on 
motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  the  fecond  time,  and 
adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

The  Committee  of  accounts  beg  leave  to  report, 

^  J  hat  there  is  due  to  Hall  and  Sellers,  per  account  for  printing  the 
minutes  of  the  eleventh  General  Aflembly,  62  half-ftieets  and  other 
printing,  per  order  of  the  Legiflature,  153/. 

To  Nicholas  Weaver,  for  fundries,  during  his  being  in  office  as 
ferjeant  at  arms,  3/.  5/8. 

To  James  Pearfon,  for  fundry  repairs  made  on  the  ftate-houfe,  per 
order  of  the  General  Aflembly,  38/.  12/8. 

To  William  Spotfwood,  for  the  Pennfylvania  Herald,  from  Sep¬ 
tember  1786  to  September  1787,  10/.  icyb. 

1  o  Michael  Bilmeyer,  for  printing  the  German  minutes  of  the  laft 
feflion  of  the  General  Aflembly  and  printing  the  Foederal  Conftitu- 
tion,  54/. 

1  homas  Bradford,  for  printing  the  laws  and  publilhing  the  bills  for 
confi  deration,  185/.  13/0. 

To  Francis  Bailey,  for  6  copies  of  the  Freeman’s  Journal,  from 
January,  1787,  until  the  end  of  the  year,  6/. 

The  Committee  therefore  ofter  the  following  refolutions : 

Refolved,  that  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  ftate  treafurer,  in 
favour  of  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  150  pounds  on  account. 

Tn  favour  of  Nicholas  Weaver  for  3/.  5/8  in  full  of  his  account. 

In  favour  of  James  Pearfon  for  38  pounds  12/8  in  full  of  his  account. 

In  favour  of  William  Spotfwood  for  10  pounds  ic^b,  in  full  of  his 
account. 

In  favour  of  Michael  Billmeyer,  for  50  pounds  on  account. 

In  favour  of  Thomas  Bradford,  for  158  pounds  13/0  in  full. 

In  favour  of  Francis  Bailey  for  6  pounds,  in  full  of  his  account. 

In  favour  of  Peter  Z.  Lloyd  for  59  pounds,  for  his  fervices  as  clerk 
of  this  Houfe,  including  20  days  for  compleating  the  bufinefs. 

In  favour  ol  Jacob  Shallus  for  fifty  nine  pounds,  for  his  fervices 
as  afljftant  clerk  to  this  Houfe,  including  20  days  allowance  for 
compleating  the  bufinefs. 

Jn  favour  of  James  Martin  for  24  pounds  10  (hillings,  including 
10  days  allowance  for  his  fervice  as  ferjeant  at  arms  to  the  General 
Aflemblv. 

In  favour  of  Jofeph  Fry  for  24  pounds  10  (hillings,  including  10 
days  allowance  for  his  fervice  as  door  keeper  to  this  Houfe. 

In  favour  of  Peter  Z.  Lloyd,  clerk  of  the  General  Aflembly,  for 
the  Ann  of  75  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  contingent  expences 
of  the  Houfe,  for  which  he  is  to  account  with  the  Comptroller-Gene¬ 
ral.  Tlie 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  affix  the  feal  to  the  laws,  reported  that 

they  have  affixed  the  feal  to  the  following  laws,  viz. 

1.  An  aft  to  provide  for  the  wages  of  the  members  of  the  otate  Con¬ 
vention,  and  to  defray  the  expences  of  holding  the  farne. 

2.  An  aft  for  furnifhing  the  quota  of  troops  required  by  Congrels 
for  the  proteftion  of  the  Weftern  Frontiers,  and  for  other  purpofes 

therein  mentioned.  ^  r  a 

3.  An  aft  to  alter  and  amend  an  aft  entitled  an  for  erecting  and 

opening  a  loan-office  for  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds— which 
laws  were  as  ufual  depofited  in  the  rolls  office. 

Adjourned  until  Tuefday  the  29th  day  of  February  next,  at  3 

o’clock,  P.  M. 


ERRATA. 

Page  6,  line  29,  for  and  the  judges,  read  07:c  of  the  judges. 

Page  57,  after  the  6th  line,  the  following  fpeech  was  accident¬ 
ally  omitted :  ^  •  1  v 

Mr.  Lollar  acknowledged  it  was  a  matter  of  fuch  niciety,  that  he 

fcarcciv  knew  what  to  fay.  He  was  convinced  that  requiring  fo  large 
a  number  might  leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  few  to  put  the  ftate  to  a  great 
expence  by  keeping  the  red  waiting  for  them,  but  yet  it  was  known 
that  bufinefs  of  this  importance  Ihould  be  conduded  by  a  refpedable 
majority  of  the  delegates.  In  cafe  the  members  were  generally  met, 
I  would  entertain  no  objeftion  that  the  bufinefs  Ihould  be  fandioned 
with  the  prefence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
I  exped  when  they  are  met,  that  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  is  fuch, 
and  fo  well  underdood  by  them,  that  they  will  not  undertake  to  tranf- 
ad  it,  without  both  fufticient  number  and  fudicient  time  ;  and  I  can¬ 
not  think  they  would  go  into  the  confideration  without  having  the  ftate 
fully  reprefen  ted  ;  and  I  muft  confefs  that  I  have  fufticient  confidence 
in  the  gentlemen  that  are  appointed  by  the  freemen  of  the  ftate,  ta 
believe  they  will  do  only  what  is  right,  without  being  direded  by  us ; 
they  will  have  too  muchrefped  for  their  own  deliberations,  to  make 
them  appear  in  a  light  manner  to  their  conftituents ;  they  cannot  wilh 
to  do  what  the  motion  is  intended  to  prevent. 
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